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H. M. Caldwell Company 
 
Herbert M. Caldwell founded the publishing company of H.M. Caldwell Co. in 
1896. He was born in Whitby, Ontario. Early on he worked at several bookstores 
in Toronto. Later he was in the employ of John Lovell and Henry Altemus. 
The Caldwell imprint continued until 1914 although in 1910 Dana Estes of Estes 
and Company bought the controlling interest. Dana Estes in 1914 sold the interest 
to the Dodge Publishing Company as Estes planned his retirement from the book 
publishing business. (New York Times , April 12, 1914.) 
 
 
Format 01: Sitting Boy 
 

 

 
12 Alger titles 
 
Adventures of a Telegraph Boy 
Dean Dunham 
The Erie Train Boy 
The $500 Check 
From Canal Boy to President 
From Farm Boy to Senator 
Mark Stanton 
Ned Newton 
A New York Boy 
Tom Brace 
Tom Tracy 
The Young Acrobat  
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Format 02: Boy in Boat 
 

 

 
12 Alger titles 
 
Adventures of a Telegraph Boy 
Dean Dunham 
The Erie Train Boy 
The $500 Check 
From Canal Boy to President 
From Farm Boy to Senator 
Mark Stanton 
Ned Newton 
A New York Boy 
Tom Brace 
Tom Tracy 
The Young Acrobat  
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Format 03: Boy Driving Car 
 

 

 
12 Alger titles 
 
Adventures of a Telegraph Boy 
Dean Dunham 
The Erie Train Boy 
The $500 Check 
From Canal Boy to President 
From Farm Boy to Senator 
Mark Stanton 
Ned Newton 
A New York Boy 
Tom Brace 
Tom Tracy 
The Young Acrobat  
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Format 04: Boy With Dog 
 

 

 
12 Alger titles 
 
Adventures of a Telegraph Boy 
Dean Dunham 
The Erie Train Boy 
The $500 Check 
From Canal Boy to President 
From Farm Boy to Senator 
Mark Stanton 
Ned Newton 
A New York Boy 
Tom Brace 
Tom Tracy 
The Young Acrobat  
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Format 05: Reader 
Famous Books for Boys 

 

 
12 Alger titles 
Published: 1901 
 
Adventures of a Telegraph Boy 
Dean Dunham 
The Erie Train Boy 
The $500 Check 
From Canal Boy to President 
From Farm Boy to Senator 
Mark Stanton 
Ned Newton 
A New York Boy 
Tom Brace 
Tom Tracy 
The Young Acrobat  

 
This book has the monogram of two separate R's on the cover. This is the 
monogram of Rome K. Richardson who left the Decorative Designer firm in 1901 
to start his own company in 1902. (Thus also helping us to date this book) 
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Format 06: Boy on a Horse 
 

 

 
12 Alger titles 
 
Adventures of a Telegraph Boy 
Dean Dunham 
The Erie Train Boy 
The $500 Check 
From Canal Boy to President 
From Farm Boy to Senator 
Mark Stanton 
Ned Newton 
A New York Boy 
Tom Brace 
Tom Tracy 
The Young Acrobat  
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Format 07: Applique 
 

 

 
12 Alger titles 
 
Adventures of a Telegraph Boy 
Dean Dunham 
The Erie Train Boy 
The $500 Check 
From Canal Boy to President 
From Farm Boy to Senator 
Mark Stanton 
Ned Newton 
A New York Boy 
Tom Brace 
Tom Tracy 
The Young Acrobat  
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Sources 
http://bookofbibliomaven.blogspot.com/2009/07/hm-caldwell-and-famous-books-
for-boys.html 
Broadie, Ken    horatioalgersociety.com. 
Routhier, Bob  Power Point presentation 
Eastlack, Bob   Internet search results 
Glasgow, Sean  Email exchange 
 
 
NOTE: For many of the books in the lists, the color of the binding may vary 
widely. Overall, the color of the cloth is not as important as what is printed on it. 
In addition, a book may have the binding of a first edition, but may be missing 
important points inside. 
 


