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Greetings Everyone! Let's get acquainted! Tho
ve are strangers, yet we are friends; for we
* have one thing in common; Ve both have an in-
terest in Alger. How does one become inter-
ested in Alger? Ve no doubt differ in this
respect; Here's how it was with me: I was
born on an October day in 1905; Friday the
13th to be exact; The same as Horatio tho not
the same month, nor of course the seme year.
1 vas born in an Era rich with evidence of a
famous and popular Author. Only six years
separated his world from mine. Can a person
‘be forgotten in such a short period of time?
V'as Horatio forgotten? His books were still
being published as late as 1910; In this same
year, I migrated with my folks from my native
State of Illinois to a Swiss Settlement in
southern Visconsin; Returning after a few al-
tho enjoyable years to grow up in the shadow
ot the Stete House, where Lincoln, the Back-
voods Boy, first began his political career.
My childhood was rich with Alger. Our school
books which were few, were handed down from
eén older brother along with his Alger books.
"e literally held a text book in one hand and
an Alger in the other. Ve learned t¥f three Rs
and how a boy could succeed in New York at
the same time; But there comes & time in the
life of every boy when he must choose between
his treasures at home and the treasures which
lie shead in some distant place. I didn't see
b ony furiber need for Alger books and they are
left bahind; Weren't yours? However absence
makes the heart grow fonder, especially after
forty years when I onee more seek the treas-
ures of my youth, Those Alger books! This is
what makes me interested in Alger. I am now a
Postal employee; I carry the U.S. Mail. My
family is raised; I have three grandchildren.
Tho was Alger? They ask, when admiring my Li-
~ brary. Till their grandchildren ask the same
cuestion? Tt is up to us to preserve the mem-
ories as well es to check the thoughtless de-
struction of our dwindling stock of our Alger
books for our Heirs. Vhy do we need a News-
letter? That purpose will it serve? It can
erve as a central point where information

' “and their needs. During the time in
_ve been interested in Collecting
oratio Alger, I have found that he
8 to keep his hobby a secret will
onely life. I myself, in the pastfelt
dare not reveal my hobby until I have
y complete; But then I met another
r of Alger who was willing to share
rests and duplicate books with me and
This person being, Kenneth B.
1325 Burlington Road, Mendota, I1l.
through association with other
I have made many friends and my
- grown accordingly. I have
agure of encouraging others to
interests and limited knowledge of
1 want you to share with us, your
35 and nts. One of the newest
ner, of R2 Berkeley
8 just uncovered an
d and is ahe ever
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Kalamazoo, Michigan

I have just returned from a planned trip to
the East Coast; to Revere, Massachusetts; for-
merly known as North Chelsea and it is found

_on the near north side of Boston. As I turned

onto Broadway, the Main Street of Revere, 1
drove into a service station to refuel. I
casually asked the Attendent about Horatio
Alger, but he did not catch the name and

asked me to repeat it. Maw--reese Sho—-val--
yer? He asked; (perhaps it was my Michigan
accent) I could see that I wzs not getting
anywhere and asked instead, for the Public
Library. Upon locating the Library, I found
that it would not be open until the afterncon.
Discouraged and disgusted, I was about to
leave Revere when I thought of the many miles
that I had come for this purpose and I decided
to meke one last attempt. I was paszing City
Hall and I stopped; I was about to ask for

the Chamber of Commerce when I thought of the
local Press; I asked if there was a locel
Paper and was informed that there was and vzas
directed to it. I was received with much cour-
tesy and interest after the nature of my visit
was ammounced. I learned that only last Janu-
ary, the Editorial Staff honored Horatio's
birthday with an Article about one of their
favorite Sons. My audience was inspired with
my interest which had brought me so many miles
and with the interest of all other Alger Fans
over the Nation. Vie traded and shared informa-
tion for at least & halbh hour and I was as—
gured that in an early issue, if not the next
edition, they would print another article re-
garding my visit and the National interest in
Alger. After proudly displaying some of my
prized books from my collection, I left with

a large supply of Revere Journals under my

arm and with directions on how to find 88
Beach Street, the birthplace of our Hero. I
learned to my disappointment that there was

no street named after Horatio nor Alger; Howv-
ever, there is a Fenno Street; Horatio's mother ;
came from the Fenno Family. I found the street ‘1
and the house which is just off Broadway and
to add to my enjoyment, Mrs. Joseph (Anna) A
Gallant, the present occupant was at home; I !
was invited in and had the Pleasure of stan-

ding in the parlor of Horatio's boyhood home;

I felt welcome and was even accepted by Colum-

bia, the cat and household pet, Wrs. Gallant

was very courtious and willingly answered all

my questions and after teking movies of the

house from the street, I felt that my trip was
worthwhile after all. After spvending the bal-

ance of the day in Boston, I then turned in the
direction of South Natick, The final resting

plece of our Hero, which is the Glemwood Ceme-
tery and in the extreme right hand corner from

the center entrance. There is one monument a-—

bout seven foot tall in the center of the plot
with small stones marking the resting places

of others in his married sister's family. As

I stood there in the twilight hours of the sum-
mer evening; I strongly felt that we who know '
Horatio only from his lifes work; are basking

in the twilight of his memories; I now felt

that I had honored our Hero according to my
ability heving visited his place of beginning

and ending. Vhat went on in between will be
diswussed and d:}qputqd for ages to come.
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