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Greetings Everyone! liany of us are now ac-
quainted; Your response to the first edi-
tion has been very encouraging and grati-
fying. It becomes my duty now to relay to
you, the messages and experiences of your
Fellow-Collector with whom you are now as-
soclated. First, let me say that I am not
an authority on Alger; However, I have my
opinions and will defend our Hero against
all-comers. Ve all know that our Hero had
prepared for the ministry and vwas ordeined
and actually held a Pastorate for a short
term. Through the medium of the pulpit, he
reached only & small mumber of people and
perhaps the same group each and every Sun<
day. Vie know that he zbendoned the pulpit
and perhaps for this very reason. Yes, he
bad a message for the people and the power
of the pen was beckoning to him and by
bhis method, he reached more people than
- ary other person in his time. How many
: juvenile books did he write? that is a
good question. Some day we may have it
figured out. A popular guess at the pres-
ent time is 120 books; However, this ig
not my guess! Someone in the past, has
made this statement, "Alger had but one
story and he rewrote it 119 times. Ve
know this wag not true; However strange
things were happening; Many stories were
reprinted after having been given a dif-
ferent title; It is my belief that Alger
had little or no control over this prac-
tice. Available records imply that he was
& very poor business man. Except in rare
cases, it is generally agreed that a per-
son with creative sbility is a2 poor busi-
ness man and has no sense of financisl val-
ues. The Revere Journel Office Staff did
seny me several copies of the edition which
carried the story of our search for klger's
birthplace (my wife was with me, behind the
camera, mosy of the time). I have one or two
copies left which I will gladly mail to
first requests. The Library in Revere, I un-
derstood was interested in stocking some of
our Hero's books anrd I volunteered our ser-
vices; Nothing definite yet, however! Is
there one among us who hes not heard some-
one say; "I gave all my books away when I
left home."(this is the patural and normal
thing to do)Vell, recently I heard a new
angle where they were donated to the pub-
lic library of his home town. I decided to
check this one out, since it was only 50
miles away. This Library has a storeroom
' filled withnout-of-circulation books which
| included some 30 Algers; Four of which I
was eeger to own and nov I do! This source
ig worth checking out in your home-town too!
I know of sources yet unexplored and un-
1ed by collector's hands &nd no chance
doing so, during the lifetime of the pre-
imml Do you have this experience?
% 1t ' If any of you have the
h, the know-how to an
meal your methods

ssful in your search.
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From your many responses, 1 am unable to se-
lect one and say, "This one, I prize the most!"
I do enjoy making new friends as well as to
keep the old ones. I have tried to answer all
of your letters personally and it has been a
terrific job! I must acknowledge the loyal
support of our friend Kenneth B. Butler of
Mendota, Illinois who is designing a masthead
for our newsletter. I must acknowledge the
praise and encouragement of our No. 1 Collec-
tor, Ralph Gardner of New York and I was ple-
asantly surprised to learn that our friend
John Sullivan, 2202 Burlington St., Ottawa,
T1ll. was born in Malden, ohly three miles

from Revere; John says he will have some in-
teresting things to tell us soon. Mrs. Lorne
(Shirley) Condon, 6491 Glenroy £t., San Diego,
Calif. is torn between two loves (Alger and
Stratemeyer) . Shirley says; "Go to your Public
Library and read the 'BOYS BOOKS' section of
the April 1934 edition of Fortune Magazine."
At her recommendation, I did just this and en-
joyed every word of it. It primarily pertains
to the life of Stratemeyer (1862-1930). It re-
lates of his many pseudonyms and of his fin-
ishing post-humously many of Alger's unfin-
ished stories. iirs. Irene Gurman, 23498 Park-
lawn, Oakpark 37, Michigan has a 10x12 picture_
of our Hero originating from an Argosy Supple-
ment! Irene is advising us to read "Fiction
Factory" by (uentin Reynolds; I have &nd I now
recommend it to you! It tells about Street &
Smith's Paper-back editions including klger's
The July 6-13, 1959 edition of Antiquarian
Bookman has an zuthentic and zccepted list of
Alger's books! From our friend in Berkéley
Springs, Vest Va. comes this message: "I am =
very recent collector of Alger; ks = child, I
read practically &1l of his books as did most
of my friends in my little home town of liarsh-
field, Mass., near the Cape. I had about ten
different Algers in my possession when I half-
heartedly agreed to become & collector. Then,
at a Public Sale, I bought four large boxes of
books; it the bottom of one of the boxes, I
found a copy of HELEN FORD, I had never heard
of that one; But after an authority informed
me that I had & rere book, though of little
velue because of its poor condition, I got the
collector's fever! Now its "What cen I find
next?" The seerch is really exciting! 'y hus-
band also read Alger during his youth. He went
into the Army in 1930 as & Private with half
an adequate education and retired in 1954 as a
Major; and admits that Alger helped to show
him the way! Alger was more than a name. He
was & maker of menl..... Jean Steiner, R2;
Jean has recently informed me that she now has
43 books! Nice going! Jean. Al Vogt of Wonte-
rey Park, Czlif. sent me a clipping from his
Telephone trade Jourmal which tells of his
large library of juvenile books. The picture
shows Al and his books with dust-covers and
look just like new! Al tells of a recent visit
to the Huntington Library in Pasadena (only 7
miles avay) where he had the pleasure of seeing
in person, first editionsof slmost every book
Algar ever wrote and in mint condition too!
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What Al treasures most about this collection

is that seversl books zre personally auto-
graphed by our Hero and one in particular ves
inseribed "TQ James Montgomery Flagg! Interest
in Alger is not restricted to men alone! To

my utter smazement, there are &s many inter-
ested women 2s there ere men. The Alger stories

were designed for boys but just ezbout everyone
now is interested except the 1962 boys! Alger
stories perheps attracted more adults than

. boys. I have a cousin vho is now an octogen—
arian; She has revived her dormant interest

and is now reading Alger again! Mrs. Eleanore

Viese seys, "I practically cut my teeth on
Alger books!!" If you want to heer more of this

story from a dyed in the wool Alger Fen, write

~ to her at Rl Bonduel, Uisc. Max Goldberg, who

runs the SPINNING VHEEL in Natick, Mass. has
coined & new name for new Alger Fans "Alger—
philes" he calls them. Max will keep me posted
on any news of the heirs of our Hero in and a-
round South Natick. He also informs me of a
friend who has done considerable research and
has written on historic Boston. Paul kothenbur
ger of Lisbon, N.H. says his business, TheOld
Trading Post end Abner's Book Service are one
and the same. Paul has the largest stock of
used books on record. If Paul hasn't got it,
it just isn't! Right} Paul? There are many of
us viho have two or more interests; I have old
Newspapers; Mrs. Peg Smeltzer, 290 Bickley Rd.

Glenside Pa., collects open salt cellars. With

Wrs. Francie W. Narauska, Alger is a sideline!
She can be reached at B2, Hampden Highlands,
Maine. Sorry I can't mention all of you this
month; I'1l try agsin mext month! In the mean-
time, keep those letters coming! I love 'em!




