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If you have an Alger book which you would
donate in our behelf; Let me know the ti-
tle before you mail! Avoid duplication!

Our "Ragged Dick" savings awcount has
enjoyed a small increase with the follow-
ing deposits:

Donation No. 3 §1.00
Donation No. 4 $2.00
Total £5.00

Tthen this fund reaches fifty dollars,
one trustee will be named. It is my de-
sire that some day we shall sponsor some
worthy child in true Horatio Alger style!

My proposal to publish an ilger type
story exclusively for the readers of the
NEV'SBOY has aroused some interest. T have
chosen THE YOUNG POSTMASTER for the title
and have asked the readers to create the
setiting with the time, the place aznd the
naming of the cast. I have enjoyed some
response in this respect, in fact a name
has been suggested and accepted for the

villege, This name or any cther name shald-———_

not be revealed until the January Issue,
vhen credits will be given. There is still
time for you to teke part in this project.
. The cact is as follows:
Our Hero, The Young Postmaster.
Our Hero's Father (deceased and former
Postmaster) .
Our Hero's WMother.
Our Hero's Brothers and/or Sisters.
Our Hero's best girl Friend.
Our Hero's loyal boy Friend.
Our Hero's adult Friend and Advisor.
The Village Squire and holder of a
mortgage on our Hero's home.
The Village Squire's Son and village
dandy, snob, bully, etc.
I reserve the right to name the village
aqulre because he is & mean old man and
him my;:}wn name S0 thaft.
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(G) Wartin Gately, (S-?) (Sept. B) Silent
this month. Vhat are you reading? Martin!

Max Goldberg, (S-?) (Oct. C) cilent
this month.

I. Gormen, (5-2?) Assoc. Editor; Read
her commentary on the following pege.

(H) Msrtha Harris, (5-42) (Oct. C) recent-
ly purchased 40 of my dupes. still reading?
(L) Eddie Le Blanc, (8-?) 87 School &t.,
Fsll River, Mass. and I have exchanged
subseristions. He is Editor of the DINME
NOVEL ROUND-UP.

Edward Levy, (5-80) (Oct. C) retired
Publisher of REAL LEST MAGAZINE sent me
his went-list and {25.00 then took off
for sunny Italy! Can't fill his order!
Sorry Ed. Did you have fun on your trip?
(N) liildred & Herry Newell, (5-7?) operate
the ATVHOOD TREASURE COVE, Box 315, Stone
Ridge, N.Y. Heve Alger books to sell and
et least one rare one; If I didn't already
have it, I would buy it myself'!

(8) Milton Salls, (S-?) R3, Little Falls,
N.¥. is anxious to buy and would like to
hear from you!

George Setman, (S-?) Secretary of the
HORATIO ALGER CLUB (Guakertown, Pz.) is
issuing Honorary membership cards to all
of our subscribers and we are sending our
newsletter to 21l of his members! George
and his wife have recently opened the
BUCKS COUNTY GLASS WUSEUM (Antiques and
Country Store) and handles a wide variety
of interesting items including a KALAMAZOO
brand pot bellied stove! You'll find
Guakertown on your rcadmap, just north of
Philadeliphial

lrs. Margaret Smeltzer, (8-00) 290
Bickley Road, Glenside, Pa. also collects
old glass, stamps, coins and guilts!

Mrs. Ellis (Jean) Steiner, (5-55) (Oct.
D) also collects wooden potato mashers;
She has 17 of &ll shapes und sizes. Ellis
conducts an Information sgency by mail; He
can furnish information on almost any sub-
Ject; I plan to consult with him regarding
the beckground for my story!

(T) Morris Teicher, (S-?) (Sept. C) in his
recent letter, mentions many interesting
Alger books and other Alger items he has
picked up. Too numerous to mention!

(W) Mrs. Ethel Velbridge, (S-?) RFD Cam-
bridge, Vermont says Alger books were for-
bidden to me as a girl, so of course I man-
ange to read most of them, one time or 'mother

Don ¥sllace, (S-?) 1254 Edmund, St.
Peul 4, Vis. A policeman with 26 years of
Service, predicted that he is our one and
only; (right!) Vants to hesr from you!

Gilbert Vestgard, (S-?) (Sept. 1&3)
recently sent me a copy of FORTUNE magazine

hpril, 1934 which contains an 1ntereat1ng

article on Stratemeyer, alias Vinfield, etc.
Gilbert was recemtly dethroned zs our young-
est aollector and haa hcwed to Bob Buehta‘

'# to Revere Lihrury, It
, Thank you, Eleanore!
e sburg, 111,
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By Jehn G. Caweltl

olil has suggested that 20th cent-
ury advocates of success borrowed
Alger's name and slogans and trans-
ferred them ™as something knovn
and esteemed, to 2 new explqnaf:nn,
a new rhetorlc of vpersuasion.”
This, I think, sugpgests the pro-
cess by which Alger the writer was
transmuted inte the Nlger contem-
porary symbol of success and free
enterprise, but does not explain
why Alger, anf not some more obvi-
ously appropriate figure~-some he-
ro of business perhaps--was chosen
to occupy this important symbolic
role,

Somehow Alger made an impact
on the generations who read him of
such a kind that he was remembered
favorably when others associated
with the theme of success were ei-
ther forgotten or had fallen into
public disfavor. Probably one im-
portant factor was Alger's very
traditionalism. His stories pre-
sented the triumph of simple vir-
tue at a time when the brutal com-
petition of large corporations
with its accompanying manifesta-
tions of political corruption, de-
pression, monopoly and industrial-
warfare were shaking the nation.
Alger's successful heroes suggest-
ed that traditional values were
still operative, and thereby help-
ed reassure a frightened middle
class that social cheange had not
made their traditional ideals ob-
solete.

However, such explanations do
not fully take into account the
fact that Alger wrote for children
and presumably made most of his
impact on a juvenile audience. In
this discussion, I want to suggest
some sources of Alger's a2npeal
quite different from either his
advocacy of the gospel of success
or his expression of traditional
virtues, by considering his vork
in the context of children's lit-
erature.

(Fmd Part I,)
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Vr. Cawelti is presently en-
gaged in research on Alger for a
book he is writing on the "ideals
of the self-made man in America'l.
"e are Er@ud to welcome him into
our Club....thank him -1lso for a
bit of light thrown on Elizabeth
Oakes Smith, author of the
¥ hack in 1854...




'EVery job’ has it's jokes perculiar

} to the trade and Id. Buchta told

' this one: "A clerk in a book-store
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dovw pointing to the Algers "laving

in the bin, s~id,'You can have the
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We have two letters of anpreciation
one from H. B. Vaddy, 1425~ 15th:St
Huntington, V.Va., who reads Algers.
Thank you for your kind words in
praise of the "newsy Alger maga-
zine®,.,...another from Judy Johns,
502 N. 33rd St., Omaha, Nebr., she
enjoys the NEISBOY very much. T'e
hope she continues reading it and
will keep in touch with us.
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IF you are requesting information
from another collector it is cour-
teous to enclose a stamped-self-
addressed envelop for revly.....
send him a list of what YOU went
rather then expect him to list
itens he has...barnfull maybe?

' NDealers who fail to reply when
stamp is enclosed, are stumbl-

over dollars, pickinz up dimes.
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at's all from I. furman,Assoc.Pd.



