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Our forty-five subscribers are forty
five good reasons vhyrI am thankful, and
now that Thanksgiving Day is over, I
suppose you will want to talk turkey and
| ask about those unanswered letters upon
' my desk; For this, I em sorry and my
Uncle Sam is going to keep me busy for
| the rest of this month too, and it's
| going to get worse beforo it gets better.
[ By Chrustmas Eve, I will have Fandled
about ten thousand Christrmas cards and
80 while I still have the Christmas
spirit, I will wish you ell now, a very
B MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NIW YEZAR!
Beginning with January lst, there will
be a change in the postal rates and a
change in the minirum size of envelopes
which will be 3 X 42 inches. I have
also found an interesting news item for
the attention of postsl card and stamp
collectors which orizihated in Owens-—
boro, Kentucky, dated November 25th:
Two cent Postal Cards which have been
out of print since 1958 are now worth
up to £250.00 to stamp collectors.
‘Speaking of news items, clippings and
letters; Vhat is news? I do not think
you will find my definition in the en-
cyclopedia or dictiorary but it is so
simple, you probably will say, "Now why
didn't I think of that!" The four let-
ters in the word, news arc the sames as
the four points of the compass, North,
East, West and Scuth; So news is re-
ports from the north, east, vest and
south! Simple isn't it! Kalamazoo....
‘Vie not only cleim to have had the olc-
est living man; Ve now claim to have in
the flesh, the oldest woman! Miss Sharon
Sue Ruse has a boaifide birth certifi-
cate issued bynthe Michigan Department
of Health which states that the date of
birth was May 30th, 1497; Of course this
! is an error. The issuing clerk didi't
catch it at the time, out probably will
‘ now! If this had been Jroof-read, tizir
faces wouldn't be! Sha-on protested and
! claims she is really not that old, sut
| then all women object <o reveal the.'r
' true age, anyway! Northhampton, Masg....
HOWARD R. GARIS, a fame juvenile
writer, died early in .lovember. He wais
the creator of the popilar Uncle Wiz -ily
stories and was equelly famous amory
Jjuvenile readers for his Dick Hamilton
R - and Larry Dexter Saries'. His whole fan-
- i1y, his wife, Lillia'\ and his childre,
B l.!eger and Cleo were a one time known
X *rq_‘ig ‘the writing Carisar-. Geris was born
Bt Wmma elave  years younger

than Bdward Stratemeyer. Milton Salls, a
subscriber from Little Falls, N.Y. sent
a clipping from an eastern state news-
paper which stated that Garis wrote the
Tom Swift and Motor Boys Series' which
could be corcect if he worked as a ghost
writer for th: Stratemeyer Syndicate.
Victor Appleton wrote the Tom Swift

Series and Clarence Young wrote the Motor
Boys Seriss; Of course these were only
pen-nuies of Ldward Strotemeyer. Lapeer,
Michiran... flvin P. Rezelmen, one of our
neveegt readers to express an interest in

cur newsletiter. He is an advanced Algebra
teacher irn *the Lapeer Senior High School
and was rerently hospitalized unexpect-—
edly =zpd our nevglctter helped to brigh-
ten his stay there. [le cends me ad ad-
verticerent from a recent NEV YORKER mag-
azine; The ad was purchased by the GRIT
Puklishing company and showed two post-
marks wiich were very interesting; One
from Horatio, Artkansas and the other
from Alger, Kextucky. Kalamazoo... Just
recently, I wag given a copy of Ballou's
Monthly Magazine, Veclume #69 and in the
TFebruary 1889 cection, I have just dis—
covered a short, short story written by
our Herc entitled A SNOWBALL FIGHT AND
FHAT CAME OF IT. Slightly over two thou-
sand words and a typical Alger story, A
setting, a plot, a reprimand which turned
out. to bz a reward and good fortune fol-
lcwed ouvr hero and his widowed mother
for the yrest of their days! Kelamazoo....

I vas recently involved in what proved to
be an intaresting experiment. A former
Posta™ employee virote from mesa, Arizona
askinz ne for the address of enother who

has also transforred. I placed the re-
quest vpon our bulletin board and in-
vited his formsr postal workers to com-
ply with his reasonable request and also
gay hello! to Jacob. Usually official
bulletins are defaced by wise-crakers,
with doodling and what have youl Viould
they add a word for Jacob? THEY ViQULD NOT!
On rere occagions, I have heard of Pos-
tal clerks and carriers who were able to
forward ard deliver a piece of mail to the
right person even tho there was no name
or no address cn the envelope! Well, I
tried it; In a recent STATE FARM INSUR-
ance advertisement, there wes a picture
ofl a pretty blue anticue automobile and
it gave me an idcaj; I cut out the pic-
ture, pasted it on one of my NEWSBOY
envelopes and typed Mendota, Illinois

uader the picture and whet do you sup-
pose h&gnanﬂd to it? That's right!
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[ " ,‘ Th
Dt % {»(M.gwas aemmaa without delay and to
]_;;Ji i ‘the person it was intended for; Kenneth
- B, Butler, collector of antique auto-
 mobiles! Ken was surprised but very
pleased and is having a lot of fun,
] Jﬁ ~ showing the letter tomhis friends! I
B received a surprise letter, myself re-
- cently. A correspondert from whom I had
~ heard nothing since April, Mrs. Mar-
- Jjorie Larson of Astoria, Oregon; She
44Nz has informed me by way of her left hand,
that her right arm and hand (writing
TR hand) has been in a cast most of the
A time and could not write; This was one
FORSE L time I didn't mind getting a left handed
LA - compliment. Afber she gets back on the
payroll, she will subscribe; Until that
time, Marjorie, consider yourself an
Honorary member! and also from Uregon
o comes this news item! Oregon's claim to
[ the largest fir tree in the world, wvent
' down before the recent high winds that
' - reached 100 miles per hour along the
; Pacific cosst. This tree was almost 15%
! feet in diameter and 200 feet and six
| inches tall and wes supposed to be a
| .1,000 years old and stood in Glatsop
County, the home of Lefty Larson. (men-
M tioned above) There has been a friendly
; ‘rivalry between the States of Oregon end
S A Washington over their trees. Washington
f _ now claims the title with dimensions of
202 feet tall and about 143 in diameter.
Incidentally, the first United States
e Post Office to be established in the
0 e Oregon Territory was located in Astoria,
' in 1847. Astoria being the County Seat
of Clatsop County, and if spelled back-
| wards, it spells postal C! Do you sup-
- pose there is any significamce® I will
l. soon, not only be able to see the bot-
tom of my desk but will be able to see
| below the bottom. My glass dealer is
selling salvaged plate glass from store
windows and while in his office, I dis-
covered that he has a collection of pap-
er weights., He was not present to give
the interesting details, but I learned
from the office staff that there are 181
~ in the collection and to use my own
L g words, "a riot of variety!" He also col-
A lects interesting old glass and 'Open
) - Bealts'; If you have an interesting paper
' _ weight, why don't you write to John
iy - Koerts, Kalamazoo Glass Viorks, 301 N.
I '~ Church St., Kelamazoo. My mail lately
b has contained many interesting items and
i T want to mention as many as space will
~ permits First, I want to meke this an-
: ﬁou@cemsnt, In the October Issue of the

oy NEVBBOY, I prinfed a short column en-
~ titled: DID YOU KNOVW THIS? It was pre-
s T and contributed by one of our sub-
‘but due tc a misunderstanding,
to give proper credit. The ar-
prepared and contributed by
rg, 728 Worcester St., (THE
vmm) Natick, lass. Max's

| of lll. 601_11:_h_Falmwaw, Laks t.arth, Fleri&a _

7th, 1889; The scene was taken in a room
of a home or office; This picture is a
photostatic copy obtained by Max from

the South Natick Museum. Thank you uax!

I shall treasure these and also long re-
member the source from whence they came!
Max, at my request is writing a biography
of our Hero, Horatio and when he is rezdy,
it will be published in this newsletter!
Thanks again, Max, old pal! Gilbert, K.
Westgerd, II recently dethroned as our
youngest collectot, has added two more
titles to his list; One of them, I envy my-
self, is The Young Book Agent. Gilberts
totzl now is 88 titles. Gilbert has com-
pleted an index of first lines from Alger
stories s far as his available title will
permit. This information will enable him
to link different titles to the same
stories. Gilbert recommends the following
books to be used as reference about New
York City in Horatio Alger's time. (1)

THE SECRETS OF THE GREAT CITY by Edward

V. Martin; (2) SUNSHINE AND SHALOW IN NEV
YORK; by Matthew H. Smith; (3) A TOUR
AROUND® NEV\. YOBK AND MY SUMMER ACRE by

John F. Mines; (4) KING'S HANDBOOK OF NEV
YOBK CITY by Moses King; (5) INCREDIBLE
NEV YORK by Lloyd iorris. Gilbert has men-
tioned menyrothers and has given great
detailed information regarding what they
contain. If further information is needed,
nleage contact Gilbert at 1433 N. Hoffman,
Park Ridge, I1l., Harry and wildred Newell
of Stone Ridge, N.Y. remembered my men-
tioning my now dormant newspaper collection
hobby &znd sent me a copy of CINGieme
Division Golconda, dated July 4, 1919;
Thank you Harry and liildred; I was too
young for the first one and too old (?)
for the second lorld Var and so I am not

& veteran; but perhaps this will bring
memories to some of our readers. AND WHO
SENT ME THE 'INTERNATIONAL CONSUUERS
MAGAZINE'from Vinnipeg? I just might want
to become a convert! George Setman sent me
a copy of 'COMJERCE' the June issue of the
(Chicagoland Voice of Business) and in it
is an Article entitled "IS HORATIO ALGER
DEAD?"™ by by Sophia P. Gerber; I wrote for
and could get only three additionsl copies
(1) in my office. (2) in Assoc. Editor's
Office. (3) in Kenneth Butler's office.
Setman's copy was returned to him. Vith
proper permission, we may be able to run
this in a future edition after the cur-
rent Cawelti Article is concluded. Are you
reading it? Our thanks to John who is now
one of our subscribers. One of our newest
subscriber's is also & song writer and has
sent me a copy of his latest creation, en-
titled: "A Soldier's Victory" by V. Luther
Cowles; To us he is knovn as Vernon L. and
can be reached at 102 Russell St., Hamden,
17, Conn, There are many of our subscribers
who were already members of the Quakertown
Horatio Alger Club of which George Setman
is the Secretary and some of these members
have also sent in a "2.00 subcription which
would not have been necessary under an
agreement with Setman; However your thought—
fulness is eppreciated. Mrs. Alla T. Ford
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PART LE:

Along with other enterprisine
writers like Oliver Optic and Har-
Aleger transformed

the romantic adventure story into

a form more meaningful to 19th cen-
tury American children and more Aac-

ceptable to their parents.

But Alger went even further in his
appeal to children than his success-
ful contemporaries by adopting, prob-
ably unconsciously, a child's per-
spective on the world. An analysis

of the plot and characters in Alger's

stories suggests very strongly Th”t
the major source of their appeal laj
in Alger's ability to express nnd
resolve some of his juvenile audi-
ence's deepest ambivalences toward
the adult world.

The Alger plot nresented a boy-
hero whe overcame the villainous
machinations of a group of adults,
winning for himself the coveted sta-
tus of ‘manhood. Fvery Alger baok
began vith +the hero not only immov=
epished, but alsc sufferineg under
the tyranny or treachery of one or
more adults. The story itself vas
devoted to the suspenseful narration
of hoy the heroc overcame this enemy,
and it was always sccomplished in
the same fashion. By some act of
personal bravery and daring--for ex-
ample, an exciting rescue from run-
away haorses--the hero encountered a
benevolent elderly patron who helped
him escape from the plots of his en-
emiess Sometimes this potron was a
wealthy merchant, who gave the hero
a start in business, but in many of
the stories an @lderly well-to-do
lady filled this position. The im-

.portance of this patron in the Alger

books is a source of some difficulty

1f we try to interpret the stories
in the light of the contemporary Al-
ger Symballsm, for the hero of free
enterprise is supposed to make his
way alone and unaided, not on the
coattails of sweet old ladles. Only
if we examine their actual function

in the stories do these patrons make
The major role of the patron
was to accord adult status to the
haro, by giving him dangerous and

Sense.

responsible missions, by treating

him as an equal and asking his ad.
and by preaentmg him 'e{:cbh oy

vice,
such symbols "of adulthoo
watch and a new storp_beﬁ“J
Tt is significant, I think,
patranwas}always an elderl

A probably reflect
the I‘welationahip~¢§_?%§;@._4



o héve available, To avoi.d
.I mnst know, If your title

‘;J I‘sibraria:n, Revere Public Li-
 Revere, Mass. Books sent to any
P y can be mailed at a much cheaper
~ rate than to any other person. Our most
- recent donations are as follows:

7 Rupert's Ambition - Robert Coyle

| J B 26 150"1, The ‘Boot Black - Eleanore Viese
.';l '8 Shifting for Himgelf — Ernest Sanford

ey Our "RAGGED DICK" savings account is

o L growing gradually; the latest donations
e are as follows:

=l

L

R Donation No. 5  $1.00
r & | Donation No. 6 1.00

i il .
T e . Total $7.00
i' - In August, this account was opened to
I T start a fund for some unfortunate child
to be selected in the future. This child

\1 - will have all of the quealifications of

x - @ typical Alger hero who needs a little
art in the right direction. "hen this
‘reaches #50.00 a Trustee will be
ed. Do you have any Alger type Hero's
_?qur m:l.gh‘oorhood" Perhaps I do; I am
! not sure; You should recognize him if
- you meet him as I do in this little

:_h;y_ma:

"School children charging four abreast;
One steps aside, but not the rest!!

ave had some very helpful responses
the nanﬂm& of the cast of my proposed
tory, “'I‘ha Young Postmaster" which will
egir the January Issue. The first
- already written but there is
ime if you have a brainstorm of

. Naturally, I won't be able to
‘names suggested and I do hope
t be offended 1f your sug-

eu da, please write

i w:lll know tha'l:. I
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wear dresses? I think perhaps that I did

until I rebelled. I think I could throw

just as neat a tantrum as any child. The
Steiner Information Agency (I call it)

is going to be a big help.

Some of our latest subscribers are:

Gardner F. Dalton, Fish Creek, Visc. He

has about 99 different titles; Vernon L.

Cowles, mentioned innthis issue, in ad-

dition to song writing, he conducts a

mail auction on books; For this project,

he uses the name: American Advertising

Agency, same address as his home address.

Jenny Breedveld, Staff writer for the

Revere Journal, Revere, Mass. by sub-

sceription, wants to keep in touch with

us. She gave us our very first nowspeper
publicity, which spreed to_ the Boston

Papers. George B. Clark, P.0. Box 835

Asbury Park, N.J. operates the Clark

Cinema Service and says..."in constant

search for missing titles; Please send

me your list of duplicates..." "trying

to build up & film Library of 8mm and

16émm silent end sound films..." "Have

you ever heard of a motion picture story

taken from an Alger book? If so I'd like

to know the title, the Star and who re-

lessed it! 1!'d sure like to own some

Ml ger stories on film!" (I have never

heard of any, George; If the readers |
have, I'm sure they will let you know).
Morris Teicher, 169 Blake Avenue,
Brooklyn 12, N.Y. is one of the Guaker—
town members who has also paid the full
subscription fee; He says he is con-
stancly getting in interesting and rere
items. From Betty Lauey, I have just
picked up "Dan, The Newsboy" and this
made title no. 94 for me; Betty has been
collecting just about everything except
our Hero and now she says she is getiing
intereted. She wants to locazte some of
Carl Sandburg's Folksongs. From Ernest
Sanford, I have just picked up "Luck and
Pluck" a beautiful library edition,
published by V'inston, this makes title
No. 95 for me. Mrs. Marjorie King of 4033
East Howe, Tacoma 4, Washington is anx-
ious to get a copy of "The VWater Babies"
by Charles Kingsley and probably pub-
lished by A.L. Burt Co. #rs. Irma Sco-
field, Box 457, Ridgefield, Conn. is
new in the field of collecting alger but

has been collecting old toys and penny

banks, both still and mechanicsl and be-

longs to the Association of Wechanical

Bank Collectors. She wants to know what

rare books we are looking for so she can

be on the look-out! ¥ell, I don't have

the title, "The Young Book Agent" and I

envy those of you vho do heve! I hope that

I have not neglected nor missed anyone for

I do not want to intentionally offend any-

one. 1 can't afford to lose a friend.

I'm collecting them and I have none to

spare. I have just one enemy and that is |
me! I am my own worsbé enemy for I don't .
knaw emugh to qui‘b whan I'm aheaxl- 1f
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f alien to us and we pursue this

to the bitter end, learning as
we %ﬁ, or picking up another hob-
by like the Alger ccllectors who
£ind themselves picking up Edgar
Rice Burroughs, Zane Grey, GsA.
Henty which fascinzte me., There
are the colorful characters of
the Alger-Era, Col. Ingraham, Gil
Patten, 0. Henry, "Buffalo Bill"
Godg, and Fdw Stratemeyer who ed-
ited and wrote for many of the
early Street & Smith publications
under various and sundry names
such as Jim Bowie, MNat 'oods, Jim

Daly, Capt. Relph Bonehill, Julie Grols

Bdwards to give the gals some-
thing to read while the boys read
the blood-and-thunder stories he
wrote for them. Other names he
uscd were Arthur @M. "infield,
Victor Appleton, and Clarence
Young. He moved to Grosset&Dun -
lap and was the only one out of
the lot of dime novel writers to
enjoy his wealth until the dey he
died in 1930, aged 68. Some col-
lectors have some misgivings about
the stories, 11 of them, that he
finished of Algers'. The titles:

Ben Logen's Triumph

Fallirg In "ith Fortune

From Farm To Fortune

Jerry, The Backwoods Roy

Joe the Hotel Boy

Lost ot Sea

Melson the Newsboy

Qut IFor Business

Randy of the River

The Young Book Agent

Young Copt. Jack
Accredited to Horatio Alger....so

- we collect them.

X ok ok ok %k X

Our members are at oresent,scat-
tered from New York to Cnlifornia
and Minnesota to Nebraska and Vest
Virginir. '"hen you become 2 mem-
ber of NE'SBOY, no matter which
direction you travel in, you will
be able to drop in and have per-
sonsl visits with Club corres-
pondents with the same common in-
‘terests as you have, COLLECTING--
books, pots or bectles. You will
at once be put at your ease in
any city or hamlet if both are in
the NE'SBOYS CLUB ---- There will
never 2gain be a "lonesome old
town’ on your vacation route and
collectors con mutually plan  to
meet by eaﬁigapaﬁ&iﬁg
. i et
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- For the juvenile book-collectors
give them o mething they are in
search of. There are still many

days for Christmes shopping. If
it must be new, then let it be a
NEVSBOY sub, it will let the sun
in for an elder shut-in, or it
will delight and inspire - the
young... or even YOU who are
among the 400 who have been re-
ceiving the paper up tO nNOV....
and enjoyed it, we know...But if
the gift has to be an old book,
then let it be good and old!
«esssand for the holiday season
a thought from Gurman's Foxhole:

S 1 "g%g goog to bun‘lé
AL b ooks to read,

(o paé,n.t:ln 0ld wine to drink,

AL S RL LaD OUG 0ld friends to trust”

lot of ads... %

1 come of dir- A
book-seller o

......




