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v My wife and I wish to thank each and
~~ every one of you for the many greetings

we received during the Christmas season.
My wife looks forward to your letters as
much as I do, reads them with as much
interest as I; She can recognize your

| handwriting end your postmarks equally

| as well as I can. Although she does not

[i type, she has picked up her pen on some

*  occasions. What she lacks over the keys,
she makes up for with the rolling pin

I o and the frying pan! The proof is in the

'I puddin' and on my noggin' not to men-

tion the needle-ing work!

Mrs. C.H. Smeltzer has made it possible
for us to send two more books to the
REVERE PUBLIC LIBRARY, the titles are as
follows:
CHESTER RAND
ONLY AN IRISH BOY

No. 9
No. 10

r If you have a Look ov beoks you wish %o
donate, check with me first before you
mail, to avoid duplication!! Nrs. Jenny
| Breedveld, subscriber; (staff writer of
' ‘the REVERE JOURNAL) has informed me that
Ralph Gardner, subscriber; has also vis-
ited the Library and presented them with
| ' six books. (this is not officially in-
cluded in the count as listed above.)

We salute the State of California! Our
subscriber, Shirley Conlon has informed
us that their Governor has proclaimed
that the last day of Pecember will be

a state holiday in celebration of the
fact that they now have more people than
any other state. (Vould you mind bring-
ing them out from behind that smog, Gov-
ernor, SO we can count them?)
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r I see by the papers that the champion
liar for 1962 has been named but cannot

- be found. Reminds me that twenty years
‘ago, I received my membership card from

} the Burlington (Wisc.) Liars Club for my

| entry (it was so dry, the cows were

gt giving powdered milk) for which I re-

iy, ceived only honorable mention.

Our 56 subscribers come from 21 states

~ and the Dist. of Col. Michigan, 8; New
Y¢ 8 Illinois, 6; Comnecticut, 3;

In 3; (Massachusetts, 6; aorry)

3; Ohio, Pannsylvania, Tenn-

' 1n, 2 &ach; Gslifornia,
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I promised to announce and give credit in
the January issue to those of you who
submitted names for my proposed story,
"The Young Postmaster" and I am happy to
do so., Gilbert K. Westgard submitted the
name of Algerton for the wvillage. I am
pleased with it since it 'is ficticious
and also honors our hero. The names of
the characters will be announced and Cre-—
dit given as they appear. In the firsv
chapter, the name of Carey Churchill was
submitted by Kenneth Butler, he also
submitted the names of the father and
mother of our hero mentioned above,
Abigeil and Thornton. The nameg of our
hero's brother zand sister, Michael and
Ethel and the name of ®ur hero's best
friend, Pete Bates, was named by Jean
Steiner. I reserved the right to name
the Squire and I have given him my last
name. However the choice of the first
name was suggested by both Butler and
Stsinsr.. The mpiddle dinitiel and the
name Flint comes from Steiner. The Squire
will never reveal his middle name (in the
story) and if you must know, you will
have to ask Jean and I don't believe she
will tell. Credit is due to Ellis Steiner
for background material and credit must
be given to Butler for proof-reading, but
if you find errors, don't blame Ken, as
he warned me! Will the Squire get the up-
per hand and gain control of the post of-
fice? ¥ill he be able to bring our hero
and his family to their knees? Be sure to
read the Februsry installment.

Mrs. C.H. Smeltzer of the Philadelphia
area still has a few books she is anxious
to dispose of to some of our subscribers;
Just recently there was a major fire in
the down town section and many families
were burned-out. I have asked Mrs. Smelt-
zer to inquire if there might be a six-
teen year old boy whom our group might
befriend with a small donation of £10.00
Our RAGGED DICK fund is not yet that large
so I am appealing to you to send & dollar
to Mrs. Smeltzer if you wish to help in
this way. You will be given credit in the
RAGGED DICK fund and all donations over
$10.00 will be deposited. Do not send your
donation to me. Send it to Mrs. C.H. Smelt-
zer, 290 Bickley Road, Glenside, Pa.

Next month, Lt. Harry Jenkins of the Kala-
mazoo Police Department will be given a
half column to tell us what the average
16 year old boy of today, is like. The Lt.
has worked with the type Alger wrote about.
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(Editor's Note on Loring:

Jos. H. Allen, Publisher, O0liver
Optic, Fditor "of Stident & School-
mate, Boston, liked what Alger
wrote and serialized his stories
in their paper. They had previ-
ously published poEIs and dpclﬂna-
tions by Alger's sister (0live A.
Cheney) . Loring published these
serials in book form and seems to
have carried the ball of wax for
16 yrs (tho it is unknown how many
other magazines Alger wrote for at
this time) , printing better than
two books per year. Torter amd
Cca tes published '1ger'% books
for 13 yrs., after whieh the lega-

ey fell €to H. T. Coates. Neither
had an exclusive, but shared the
field +ith a number of other pub-

lishers,.}’.B, Stern says of Loring:
this life work the failure of rug-

ged individualism, the gap in the
pattern, the fallibility of the
legend’,...by the same token, must

we admit that Alger was a fallure
alse , because he too, died without
a farthing? Both MNlger and Loring
whether consciously or otherwise,
inclined toward "Life is to give'',
and in truth, gave everything they
possessed....Alger, to the inmates
of the Newsboys lLodging House, - nd
Loring, to the newspapermen snd to
the writers of daring-do, who ,in a
manner of speaking, ate and drank
him out of his Boston Coffee-House.
Neither could have given more, nor
had they died wealthv, could they
have taken it with them., "ho can
define "success' or failure® as
it pertains to "everyman'i? I have
yet to see a Brinks wagon in any
funeral procession....now, have
you? —- I.G.)
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Charlton Havard Lyons, 1500 Beck
Bldg, , Shreveport , Louisiana...ve
add a new member and a new State.
Mrs, C. E, Smith,2633 Viddlesex
Dr. Toledo, O.; A1v1n P. Rezelmdn,
828 17, 0rag0n, Lapeer, Vich...and
h Gardner, 135 Gentral‘?arkT%
'Te honor ancther young
ears D&vmd Tind:

1%g_mf
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"Luke," she said, "I hard-
ly mow you tonlght. You don't
seem like a boy. You speak
1ike a man,"

"I feel so, mother., It is
the thought of this man, tri-
umphant in his crime, that
makes me feel older than I am.
Now, mother, that I feel that
I have 2 purpose in life. It
is to find this man A~nd pun-
ish him for what he has done,
unless he will make repara-
(7o) s

Mrs. "alton shook her head.
It was not from her that Tuke
had inherited his independent
spirit. She was a2 fond moth-
er, of great amiability, but
of a timid, shrinking dispos-
ition, which led her to de-
precate any aggresive steps.”

Qur Freudian friends would
doubtless point out that a uni-
versal boyhood fantasy is embodi-
ed in the Alger story and that
our hero, who overcomes the plots
of a wicked uncle and finds a new
protector who grants his wish to
be an adult, is none other than
Qedipus disguised as a2 newsboy.
But the vpopularity of Alger's
stories was also rooted in a par-
ticular time and place. The lat-
er 19th century was a period of
particular strain on the American
family because the impact of in-
dustrialism and the influence of
romantic ideas of childhood and
child-rearing had weakened, but
not entirely destroyed the tradi-
tional image of the child as an
imp of Satan whose moral recalci-
trance demanded complete parental
dominance.

- Children were caught between
conflicting expectations, encour-
aged in the direction of spontan-
elt and independence, and then

pulled sharplv back into subser-
v1ence to parental ‘authority. Al-

ger 'b'bly because of hls ovn
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'Haf symbolic: trans ormation may go

on, vit is hard to say, but the

Pact that' for the last decade the

hmerican Schools and Colleges As-
sociation has given, in Alger's
namey a widely publicized award
for distinguished achievement on
the part of men who started in
humble eircimstances, may be a
straw in the wind,

"he transformation eof Horatio
AMlpger from an ebscure writer of
popular children's books into »
symbol of wvalues shich many An-
ericans esteem above anything
else illustrates a process of
great importance to a culture
which is continually changing.
The necessity of constant adapta-
tion to new ideologies, technolo-

gies, and social conditions
places great strain on a2 cul-
tures  expressive syvmbols, The
process by T hich new symbols are

created and old ones adjusted to
new circumstances is of consider-
able importance because it is one
of the main ways in which a cul-
ture expresses its hopes  and
fears, its asrirations and its
understanding of 1itself. If ve
could discover more about the op-
eration of this process, not just
in the case of Horatio Alger, but

‘of all of our symbols and heroes,

we would bhetter understand the
course of our history.

The End

- Assoc. Fd., I. Gurman-23498 Farklawn

Oak Park 37, Mich,
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Darknesg had fellen on this early Oc
ober evening in Algerton. A drizzling

rain wes in the eir. The street leeding
north from the villege was deserted, ex-

cept for our hero, Carey Churchill, who
vas on his wey home. Carey and his mother
Abigail and his sister Ethel, age 15 and
his brother Michael, age 9, had that
afternoon buried their father, Thornton
Churchil, the former postmester of the
village. & sudden 2nd unexpected illness
struck the little family a fatzl blow and
left them guite unprepared for this un-
‘happy turn of events. Mrs. Churchill,
stricken with grief, left zll details
necessary in settling up the affairs of
her husband in the hands of Carey, now
the man of the household.

Algerton was situated on the Erie Line.
The post office wag located near the
tracks and between the depot and the vil-
lage crossroads. Carey's home was just a
short distance on the other side of the
tracks. The post office had remained clo-
ged for the day in memory of iir:
“hurchill, and Carey had just left the
“uilding. The evening trein from the eact
“2d just departed having stopped for the
Lurpose of discherging passengers end the
srensfer of mail and express, and was now
“card in the distance hurrying on it's
iay to the terminzl in Frie, Pa. Carey,
Aaving properly cared for the gtorzge of
the evening mail, was about to leave the
sooden pletform erea of the station and
turned up his cost collar to protect his
clothing from the rain which wes dripping
“rom the trees and forming pools along
the pethway. A shadovy figure stepoed out
from the darkpess and stooped zbruptly in
Zront of Cezrey vhich prevented him from
proceeding. The person appezred to be a
man of forty snd wes dressed rather care-
lessly end held a bundle under his arm.

"Can you direct me to the hotel} You do
have one here, don't you?" he asked.

"Sorry Sir, Ve do not." replied Carey.

"Then strangers are not velcome here,

1 gather.”

"On the contrary, we do have a rooming
house operated by Mrs. Cem—"

"Campbell?" interrupted the stranger.

"No," continued Carey, "Mrs. Cameron,
do you know the Campbells? If they sre
sxpecting you ——"

"No," interrupted the strenger agein,
“They wouldn't be expecting me, just
spoke too guickly -—" and with this, the
nan turned on his heel and venished into
the darkness. Carey tarried no longer for

z.after 2ll it wes a naesty night; although

glgdly’uunld heve given further zssist
if needed, the man esked for none
seem to eppreciate that which

ut to pass the incident
: when he recalled that
' 1‘0;' visitors or vil-
on ﬁhe evening

2. Cerey shrugged his shoul-

nute, he was home. A home which must be
supported, and the responsibility would
be his. Carey, age 16, Ethel &nd dichael
attended the public school just south of
the village. Carey hoped that in some way
it would be possible for him to finish hi
final year at Algerton High School. but
now his first duty was to his mother and
her needs. His mother was about forty and
very ettractive and was a good mother to
her children aznd was well liked by all of
the villagers, che was not a Bood busines
women and she knew it and nad left ell of
the family businesz matters to her husban

Carey's familisr steps were recognized
by Ethel and michael and they met him at
the door greeting him with the same re-
spect they had elways given their father.

"How is mother?" asked Carey.

"She is lying down." replied Ethel.

"Have you eaten?"

"No, mother asked us to wait for you."

"ill she eat with us?"

"I don't think so," responded #ichael,
"she says she is not hungry."

"What is there to eat?" inguired Carey.

"Pete Betes brought over a bssket,"
edded Fthel, "But let me help you off witl
your wet cocat! V'hat did you do? stand out
in the rain?"

"Thanks &is, I was detained a bit, now
let's see what's in that basket."

"Carey."

"Yes, Sis2?V

"That will we do now?"

"You mean about things —72"

“YES."

"iell the first thing we will have to ds
is to stop worrying aund trust in the Lord
Now let's reid that basket. Good old Pete
Eates, One of the best friends we've got.'

"But will you run the post office —,
I meen?®

"0f course I'll run the post cffice —,
unless ——-"

"Unless what!"

"Unless —," Carey thought seriously for
a moment, then smiled and added, "Unless
I'm asked to run for Governor and we have
to move to /Albzny. Look! There's an apple
pie. Good old Petel"

"Cerey."

"Yes, mother?!

"7 ill you come here, please"

"Coming motner, now while you two are
setting the table and laying out the food,
I'11l see if mother won't join us. What is
it, mother, how are you feellng tonight?"

"I feel very wesk from exhaustion, but
I'1l be &ll right s soon as I get my
strength back."

"I'11 heve Ethel fix you some tea,
mother." "Ethel." called Carey.

"Carey."

"Yes, mother?"

"Do you think you could handle -——"

"Yes, mother?" _

"I mean, — do you think you could take
your father's place --7"

"Did you cell me?" esked Ethel.

"Yes, mother will drink some tes with

ws." continued Carey, "Now mother, you've

Ld
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‘-h'.t- Of course I cen take fo-
‘Haven't I minded the office
shsernce, many times?"

, but do you sappose they will

you —=2°0
N not, who is better cualified?"
. "But ~-" ghe hesiteted.

s ﬁ  "Dut what? Do you mean about Squire

. &u & C_em:ahall"“
. -_'i"ll||'-__:.' : njv&&u

ARy MPhot —," Carey pauced, admitting 2

Y. . rummmhle doubt, "is a bridge we shall
S ﬁt‘bss, vhen we come to it." :
S Ievq. won't have to quit school?"
.\ Fﬁl‘hapa not, if I cen meke arrange-

L?i Tl . Mﬂban

-I % \ d :ﬂ.caray.ll |

"lf_.f-," " . "Yes, mother?"

~ "Our home is not peid for, ia it?"
"I don't believe so, mother,"
"Does Squire Campbell —-2"
B "Yes, mother, he holds the mortgage.”
NS "Have you seen him?"
¥ ) "No, mother, I haven't, not yet."
4 "Tea is ready!"™ called Fthel, who ap-
peared in the doorway.
- "Now mother, teke my arm," said Carey,
- "znd let me escort you to the tible."

3 Thﬂ Churchill home was comfortsble
ﬂnﬂugh but small end compact. there was
o vasted space. The house was squere in
ig é’i~::_.pe and the four rooms vere divided al-
- must equally with a kitchen, & dining

~ 7eoom with a wide arch leading into the
Ziving room, and a bedroom. Upsteirs, un-
der the eaves, wes divided off into two
?fﬁmgg‘onn for Ethel and the other was
tasved by Carey end Michsel. Their father
%=1 made arrangements to buy the house
#tout eight years sgo, vhen Micheel vas a
1 ?qay He foreseaw the need of a larger
" . fausa for his femily and having received
Lg% 2 | gppoinﬁmeﬁt as postmaster, with the
aak uaﬁ\qf his friend, Alfred Jamieuon, he
~ “2lt that with this securety, he could
- ©&:ford to borrow money to buy a larger
~ lguse. Squire Campbell loaned him the sum
~ ©of & thousand dollers mt the legal rate
, \ ;fnf‘interést. Mr. Thornton had peid seven
"5 ‘hundred dollars in the last seven years.
.~ hnother payment was almost due, when his
~ death occurred. This left W&o family

| *4. 'ﬁwmpamd for the emergency.

jcuire had investments in many of
industries and commercisl es-

and loaned money on rezl es-—
were forced to look to
‘gupport when they ~ere
ice was never sought but
considered. Most every

‘an opinion, usually
_‘necausa 'lf 'bhey did
‘ound

Mortimer S. Campbell, commonly referred
to as Squire by the villagers, was not &
native of Algerton. He was thought to have
come from New York City in the year of the
great panic. The Squire did not inherit
his wealth, neither did he earn it by the
sweat of his brow, but by his scheming,
conniving ard the man1pula+ions of his
papers and esccounts. He invested a few
paltry dollars in the local Saw Mill and
almost immediately the price of cord wood
went up. After gaining control of the Saw
Mill, he promoted money bto build the Ice
House and wes soon controlling the price
and sales of this product to the villagers.
Thenever the Squire made & dollar, some
villeger felt en equal loss.

In addition to his community interests,
the Squire and his son, Mortimer 5. Flint
Campbell, were seen every Sunday in the
local community church. The Squire's wife
nad been dead now for three years. She had
been reluctant to give up her name which
she held in very high esteem. lhen young
Mortimer wes born, she added her name to
his, so that her name might not be for-
gotten entirely. Young Mortimer and his
mother preferred and encouraged the use
of Flint rzther than Mortimer. Young
Mortimer's friends celled him Flint at
his own insistence. Bit to his father and
for metters of public record, he was
forced to honor and recognize the name of
Mortimer. He znd Carey were of the same
age, having been born in the year 1878.
They were both students of Algerton High
and were in the same grede. This being the
one and only place where young Mortimer
could not look down upon our hero. Carey
ves not ashamed of his station in life but
hed & very happy outlook upon his future,
until now, when his hopes and his plans
might have to be abandoned or at least
eltered. On such occasions, the Squire was
sure to make an appesrence, usually posing
es & wolf in sheep's clothing. He schemed
continuglly, how to parlay & dollar into
two or more. It 1s true thet he did pro-
mote or inspire the villagers to buila
public buildings for their own use and
pleasure; They hed recently built a new
school whichrthey felt they could not af-
ford and the Scuire was appointed the Head
of the Board of Education. They built the
Library and the Scuire selected the Li-
brarian of his choice. They built the vil-
lage opera house and the Scuire became
Chairmen of the Board of Directors. Thre
was one place where the Syuire had not yet
gained control, and that wes the local
post effice. Thornton Churchill had run it
and answered only to the office of thne
Postmaster Gereral. Under the present con-
ditions, this barrier of securety for the
Churchill femily hzd become weakened. They
could muster little or no raais‘bama
against the souire.



