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News items for publication should be in
my hands on the last day of each month

- if publication is expected in the suc-

ceeding month. Except for the story sup-
plement and reprinted material, not a
single word is cut on the st-enc1l until
the mail for the last day of the month
has been received. In some instances,

bulletins may be inserted while the news-

letter is in process. On the other hand,
news items with time value attached,
which are received too late, may never
get printed unless specially requested.

The winter season left in a hurry, here
in Michigan, causing an epidemic of
gpring fever. It has kept me away from
my desk (out-doors) for several days
now, My incoming mail has slackened as
well as the outgoing, and I can only as-
sume that there is an epidemic in your
neighBorhood too.

I took advantage of my opportunity to
visit with Gilbert Viestgard, II before
he left on his mission to Switzerland.
The vigit was educational and enter-
teining as well as social. I learned a
few things about the Mormon Faith. Gil-
bert will be paying his own expenses
during the next two and one half years

" while he is on this mission. He leaves

his enormous library bshind, (I have
taken more luggage on an over-night
stay then Gilbert is teking for the
duration. Upon his return, he will be
free to resume a normal life. Gilbert
has & brochure from the Temple which is
located in Salt Leke City and it lists
the signatures of many famous people
who have visited the Tabernscle there.
fmong them is the signature of our hero

Horatio Alger, Jr. who visited there
&nd signed the guest book on February

1877 and according to Gilbert, it
then that Horatio gathered material
he later used in such books as

Adventurer, 1878; The Vestern
'he Young Miner, 1879; and

xplorer. There are different
Horatio's actual birth-
fmm his peraonal vol-

N M S LA S R S EREREEENE

have such public dociments as birth cer-
tificates as early as 1832?) In my mother
and father's generation (1860) the only
records available were the records in the
family bible which was usually accepted
as the best information available. I per-
sonally have two copies of my own and
there are errors on both which only
proves that to err is humanly possible.

Nothing new to report on the RAGGED DICK
FUND, the balance remains at ©12.00 No
Horatio Alger, Jr. Books have been of-
fereged for the Revere Public Library. My
Film library of our friends interested in
Horatio Llger has never been requested. I
have sghown the film only to friends who
visited here or where we have visited
with friends. These films are 8mm and in
color. Scenes include Horatio's birthplace
in Revere, Massachusetts and his burial
place in Glenwood Cemetery, South Natick,
Massachusetts. Our vacation period ex-
tends from Mey 11 thru June 7th. Of course
we must be home during the first seven
days of June to get out the newsletter.
HAVE CAMERA - VILL TRAVEL also WILL POSE
AND REPOSE. On your vacation trip, plan
to include Kelamszoo in your travels, lie
are just off the Expressway, 1-94 and
don't forget the Airshow, August 17-18
when the famous balloonist, Don Piccard
will compete with others in an attempted
L% mile ascension. Our back yard will be
reserved free for subscribers (It®s on
the level). This show will be live and
can be seen over the Campbell fence net—
vwork. Ken Butler however will be getting
his show on the road, this summer (I do
not know the exact date) with his Glid-
den Tour of /Antique cars in the Finger
Lekes region of New York State.

In after-thought worth mentioning, Gilbert
will be 20 years of age on September 4,
1963 and of course will be in Switzerland
at the time. The first class postage rate
is only 11¢ for the first ounce. If you
are & stamp collector, perhaps you would
like to have some of those Switzerland
postage stamps which Gilbert would put on
the letters that he sends you. He leaves
at home an xlger library of 94 titles and
an enormous amount of Edward Stratemeyer
books written under his various pen-names.
Gilbert obtained for me at & Chicago out—
let before he left, an excellent copy of
Kings Handbook of New York City, (1892)
It vividly describes the old 'Bovery' and
alao describes 'Five Points'(often men-
' - in Alger's stories) with it's 'Dens
Dickens also has aoutd.anbd

of In&ti\ﬂ.‘br'
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Mrs. Barnes, subscriber No. 68, ig not new
to our group, she has been 2 member of the
uakertown Club for some time znd has been
a reader of the newsletter since last July
by virtue of her Club membership. Lhe is
now & paid subscriber.

fir, Don Beck — .lthough collecting is only
a hobby with him, he has a variety of in-
terests. His letterhead reads: Everything
for the Collector. He has a stock of ilger
books, Guns, Coins, Lntiques and political
Pins. (I have migplaced my Villkie button
aguin, Don!)

lirgs. Blanche G, Lloyd writes that she has
14 Alger titles and also some Henty's. She
says Alger seems to be scarce in her town.
Her address (4712) implies that she lives
in a crowded neighborhood where numbers
are at a premium. Kalamazoo once boasted
of an area so crowded (this area recently
dismantled and rebuit) that we actually
had addresses using + % and 3/4. (no re-
flection intended, rs. Lloyd, such add-
resses often signify wupper, rear, side
and basement apartments.

Mr. Harold Poore &nd his charming wife sare
captured on my movie film when they visited
here last summer. Harold collects most all
of the popular juvenile books, especially
Stratemeyer. They are quite extensive tra-
velers. They perhaps have vigited 48 of

our states. Vill you make slaska and Hawaii

this summer, Harold?

Mr, Lyons learned of us by way of the Van
Allen Bradley syndicated column, Vould be
pleased to hear more from you C.H.!

Mr. Ed Mattson is 24 years old, & Baltimore

police officer and as a hobby, deals in

books, especially juvenile, such as Rover
Boys and is an avid Horatio slger Jr. Fan.
Ed says he majored in Jjournalism while in
school and has offered hig services.

Mrs. Euth Seese enjoys ilger collecting and
is the proud owner of 67 different Klger
titles.;She ‘has some duplicates and will
trade. She thought she had read them all,
9s a giri, but continues to find titles

~ vhich are new to ner.

Clapp is continually sesrching
' He has a total of 77 and
P A i
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Mr. Francis E. Lavender is another new
subscriber, but already hes 76 different
titles and 20 duplicates, he is inter-
ested in trading for something he doesn't
already heve. He also hss a second hobby
of collecting old victrola records and
has over 5000 at the present time.

Mr. Edvard T. LeBlanc is editor of the
Dime Novel Round-up and has at least 2%
subscribers to his publication. Many of
the subscribers to this newsletter are
algo subscribers of the Round-up. If you
think you might be interested, I zm sure
that Ed will gladly send you a few sam-
ples for your enjoyment. The Round—up
accepts paid advertising.

Notice: The subscribers from Massachu-
setts vho have not been mentioned in
this issue, and & part of those from the
state of Michigan will be mentioned next
month. I would aprreciste hearing from
you so that T will have up to date in-
formation for publication.

Bulletin: Subscription No. 69 came in
after the deadline (April 3rd) from:
Lawrence /. Sharrott, 1039 Grassmere Ter-
race, Far Rockaway 91, New York. This
subscription will be officially recog-
nized in the next issue.

I still have a small supply of the se-
cond printing of the very first news-
letter and I will be glad to fill re-
cuests for as long as they last. Vol. 1
No. 1 tells of our visit to Revere,
Massachusetts, in search of Horatio
Alger's birthplace. Also of our visit
to South Natick and Glenwood Cemetery
where Horatio is buried on a burial plot
owned# by his sister, Mrs. Amos P.
(0live) Cheney. Only a headstone marks
Horatio's grave (perhaps we should honor
his memory with & wreath on memorial
day.) . There is of course, a six foot
momument on which is inscribed family
names and detes.

Those of you who have been reading about
the typhoid epidemic in Zermatt, Swit-
zerland and are concerned about the wel-
fare of Gilbert, relax. The cities of
Zermatt and Basel are at least 100 miles
apart, (as the crow flies). Zermatt is
in the extreme southern part and lies
in the morning shadow of the Matterhorn,
while Basel is in the extreme northern
pert and very close to the eastern bor-
der of France and the southern border

of Germany. I will await further authen-
tic informetion from Gilbert, himself.

For the benefit of our new readers, I
em & postal employee, I carry the U.S.
Mail. It is a residential foot route

‘The route number is known ag #30. I do

not accept paid advertising. I do not
need the money, nor do I want to go in-
to business. I prefer to keep the news-
letter on & hobby basis. There areplenty

of medium in which you can advertise.
Let's keep it a newsletter, with sub-

scribers participating with one letter
to me each month as your obligation.
:maom'za ﬁn the ra&t& Okey?

N e

- ranch! type of thing.

COMMENTS ON THE STORY SUPPLEWMENT: The
Young Postmaster is intentionally an nlger-
type story snd although it is written in
1963, I am attempting to capture an 1894
atmosphere. I need your help and I solicit
your monthly comments. For example, I need
to know what music and songs were popular
in that year. I believe that although we
have made tremendous advances in archi-
tecture, transportation and home appli-
ances and furnishings, human nature has
not changed. Ve can isolate it and attempt
to control it but we cannot change it. I
do believe that our early American dia-
lect has been preserved but isolated within
their local boundaries, however our slang,
lingo or jargon, if you please is con-
stantly changing. Here, for example is one
of my problemg: The expression, "Twenty-—
three skiddoo", Did it originate before

or after the period of which I am writing?
Here is amother example: Lhen I was small,
1905-1915 there were fixtures that hung
from the porch ceiling, and consisted pri-
marily of thin glass which was suspended
on flexible cords, sometimes perhaps
adorned with beautiful designs, and they
swayed in the breeze and made a tinkling
musical sound which was pleasing to the
ear. This is one of the pleasant memories
of my early childhood. What did we call
them, then? The present day terminology

ig 'wind chimes', but that doesn't sound
right to me. Can you help me? In Chapter
IV, the name of Pete Bates was suggestec
by Jean Steiner and the name of Patience
was suggested by Ken Butler. Chapter IV

is a Sunday scene which is necessury to
color the locality and our characters.

The Sunday scene extends into the next
chapter, entitled "L TFriend in Need",

in which our hero, Carey, performs the
usual and expected act of heroism which

is present in most all Alger stories.

Yes, the pattern will be the same as

all ilger stories (why change it?) but I
believe the details will be original and
interesting. An act of heroism is necessary
not only to show the 'cut of his cloth!

but to have (we would say, today) an 'ace
in the hole! or a friend, in his time of
need. In the next chapter, the color-tour
hike takes our hero and his friends &along
the boundaries of Squire Campbell's prop-
erty, which is posted with 'No Trespassing!
signs. Carey is forced to trespass in
order that he might perform his act of
heroism. Vould you? Of course he is obh-
served by Flint, the Squire's son who has
been patrolling the expedition from his
carriage on a nearoy road. Fiint considers
himself a superior rival for the attentions
of Miss Patience. Flint does not intend to
overlook this opportunity to discredit our
hero and apprehends him in the act of vio-
lating the 'rights' of his father. This,
is a 'pretty kettle of fish', but is neces-
sary to keep the story interesting, A
story ususlly has more than one thread and
Horatio usuelly kept at least two or three
going. A sort of 'meanvhile, back at the
Perhaps the only
thing unlike alger's writings will be the
surpise ending which I plan to conceal
from you as long as I can. If you have a
theory, let me know. perhaps your ending
would be better than mine!



LPRIL 1963

\wﬁrs. Helen besr witness., Chief among these renk the
1892) Ohapter v Newsboys! Lodging-Houses, in many re—
' (quote) gpects the most unicduc sight to be seen
in New York. [ thousnnd difficulties
"éwlu‘&ion of the newsboy hedged :bout the wsy of those who first
ﬂhxﬁﬁﬂ Some of them bring sought tc meke life e=sier for this cluiss,
,’;fshsi.i!ﬁu‘bi@ng and reforms— not the lesst of wmhich vere how not to
1 no ﬁﬁnﬂ"f‘.. Their mormings assail too roughly their estecblished
' be-spant 4n pitehing pen- opiniong snd habite, nor to touch their
‘policy-shops. They sturdy independence., They had ¢ terror
devoted to the theatre- ofof Sund:y-schools, belicving them only
‘give up 8 pros- ¢ sort of trup to let them euddernly inte
“the night for d4n  the House of Refuge or some equully de-
blayhouse. Thelr  tested pleee. Even when the right sort
ipating. They of suoarintendent hzd been found, :nd !
in real life or loft hed been sccured in the old "Sun!
Alhedchespimorality huilding tnd fitted up vs & lodging-
?PLEYSs where the vil- room, th¢ smsll skeptics regsrded thc
his justs deserts, novement with grezt suspicion snd con—
5in standerd which is tempt. It was in Movch, 1854, thit the
be when one liVEs new quarters were opened. 4 geod bed,
bath, & supper, the first two for six
cents; the l:st for four, was evidéntly
s entertaiment of fect, but behind this f7ctwhet durk de-
ent, donrway or side- gsipgn might not lurk! They formed their
Qugh whose bars &n oc-  own theory &t once. The superintendent
ih of warm eir is wafted wes to their mind undoubtedly & street-—
maces in winter, sre preschier, snd hrd lsid this clzborrte
o8 he hss to sleep, trap to get them into the House of Relfuge.
oo SO They accepted his invit: tion for @ sinpgle
5 the veritsable night; which they concluded would be bet—
- énd gimple. ter thaon "bummin'," thuat is, slecping
_hug- out; but they plenned to turn it into
o | genercl scrimmige in the schoolroom ¢fter
thoy hed cut off the ges, and end with a
flna TO¥i in the bedrocm.

Néver Ras there £ bl;rder or more bencv-—
olent reception of' such programme. Gis—
pipes were gusrded; the ringleasders wers
gent dewn te the lower floor, where en of-
fieer wrs in weiting; snd up in the bed-

_ room, when the first boots flew from &
little fellow's bed zcross the room, he
found nimself suddenly sniked out by -
_gentle but musculer hend, rnd lef't in e
colé to shiver over his folly. MNyster-
‘ond 8id  iously it devned upon them :ll thst

i 450 authomty reigned here £nd was getting -

Xy ‘even with them, #nd they finclly settled

: ‘down to sleep, sugpicious still, but helf
S h._ﬁ.}’jﬁi@m good wight be mesnt. The mgat
Vi hreken now snd then by ejeouli—
from the new ten:nts. My eves!.
1t these soft bedsit "I say Jim! This !
’hé;}atar'nn "bufnmin‘ sinbt it2 PEES PREY o 5
8 -f‘mﬂ‘h 18 gdog Ll ﬁt.eaun gr&tj.n‘ 5 .Ln! :
3 g@ ¢
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[ The rain ended with the coming of daw
1 The Sunday morning sunrise was bright
and clear. The recent rein had revived
and freshened the gress to a beautiful
green, The roads were pocked with puols
4 of water. The morning air was still and
et peaceful and somewhat exhilarating, It
[l 18 was however, slowly coming to life with
: the twittering of the birds; The call of
' the cows to the area farm folk. The
: barking of dogs; The neigh and whinney
of the horses and the crowing of the
cocks. It was in general a plessent and
“efrashing morning. Smoke begen to curl
L “rom the chimneys of the Algerton homes
a8 fires were started in the kitchen
renges in preparation for a leisure Sun-
day morning breakfast. It was so in the
'y Churchill home as Carey, our hero, as-
sumed commend of the household and leid
i the fire in the kitchen stove. Ethel was
the next to appear, since she felt that
; she also must assist by accepting new
\ _ responsibilities.
i

A SUNDAY TN ALGERTON

"Good morning, Sis, did you sleep

. well?2®
| "Yes, I finelly went to sleep, and do
I you know, Carey, I have a feeling that

everything is going to be all right."
L "Of course it is. Look at that sunricge.
Isn't that a good omen of better things
to come?"

"It's alweys the darkest before the
dawn. Did you notice, there was no moon
last night."

"0f course not. The rain clouds hsve
Jjust been swept away."

"T'1l stert breakfast for mother.
What did father usuzlly do on Sunday
morning, Carey?"

"Well, he spent cuite a bit of time,
just trying to get you up—--"

Becauge of this remark, Carey got a
broom tossed et him as he retreated to-
ward the door. Now having possession of
' the broom, he was reminded of another
responsibility which he should assume
and he proceeded to sweep the wet leaves
from the paths and wooden welks. His
_ attention was attracted upvard and he
S discovered a besutiful rainbow. He
called to Ethel.
~ "sn't thst besutiful, Sis? I wish
nother and Michael could see it."

‘Ethel viewed the glorious sight in the
wvest from the back stoop end said,
- "Mother says it is & promise of some
. kiﬁd.“

to your beau--"
_f.g_fnn loving boy and seldom

ty go by when he could
Sl thel returned to ner

SUPPLEMENT TO APRIL 1963
BY FORREST CAMPBELL

fchuel was the next to appesr. On week-
day mornings it ves necessary to drag him
from his bed; But this morning, perhaps
due to circumstances, he was cuite sware
that he must assume some responsibility,
and perform certain tasks about the house
willingly and cheerfully. His &ppearance
in the kitchen wes unexpected and greeted
his gister in cuite uniike the usual man-
ner. The expression on his determined face
wes as understandable as an open book.
Ethel knew without asking, what he was
thinking. Yhich was: "Now you don't have
to agk me, I know whet I can do to help."
In Algerton homes, such as the Churchill's
were able to afford, most toilet prepara-
tions were made in the kitchen, such as
freshening up each morning. After lichzel
hed made such preparations, he carried
their water-supply bucket to the well-pump
in the yard and brought in a fresh supply
of water; Then brought in more wood for
the kitchen utoveg and proceeded to polish
his shoes e2s well’as the snoes ror the
rest of the family. Carey soon returned
and ell szt down to a tempting breakfast
which consisted of Tea, sweet milk, oven-
toasted bread with butter and crab-apple
jelly, ocatmeal and boiled eggs.

Just about everyone wes in church this
Sunday morning. Even the Squire znd his
con Mortimer were there. Although Morti-
mer's presence was insisted upon, he did
take advantage of the occasion by over-
dressing, to reveal to all concerned that
no one was quite his equal in style and
¢uality. He especially wanted to impress
one young lady of near hig own age,
Patience Jamieson and perhaps the most
eligible for his attentions since she was
the daughter of the village lawyer, Alfred
Jamieson and second in importance only to
his father, the Squire. For this reason,
Wortimer readily consented to attend the
Sunday morning worship services. Otherwise
he preferred to be seen promenading about
town.

After the service, Cerey found Patience
outside and invited her to spend the after-
noon with him and some friends who were
going on & color-tour hike in the country.
Flint also had designs upon her attentions
and ignored Cerey by turning hig back to
him as he sddressed his remarks to
Patience but loud enough for all to hear.

"Miss Patience, I'm taking my father's
carriage on a color-tour this afternocan
end I want you to accompany me."

"Thank you Flint, but I have just ac-
cepted an invitation to join Carey and
gome friends, this afternoon.”

#T didn't know Cerey or his friends had
a carriage. Vhat will you use, & dray-
wagon?" akked Flint, turning to Carey.
~ ™No," sald Carey, "l e are going on =
hike. Vion't you join usi"

Now Flint would like to be invited, just
to be in the presence of Patience, but not

under these clrcumstances. He bit his lip,

spurned ca@ey 3 invitation and turned back
to Paﬁienma
\




ﬁBuf hiking ie =0 tiring. Tho wants to
mﬂk, ‘when they can ride?"
~ "“Hiking can also be such grest fun."
¥, returned Patience, "Then you wen't join
'lla, Flint?“

"Never mind, I have some other friends
uhe'will be quite smxious to ride with

oo ||
- "I'm sorry, Flint, please ask me &n-
other time."

~ This was & humiliating rejection to
Hlortimer, especially since Carey would
profit by it. He was not gentleman
enough to accept the fact that previous
| commitments should be honored. The plens
| ~ of others were unimportant &nd of no con-
Lo cern to him, Vithout duc respect of
L wishing them a pleasant afternocon, he
1 turned on his heel as if someone was de-
L manding his attention and welked away,

\ ng enother gro vet uninvited.
e gfter plens for Eﬁ uglke were completed,

| Carey escorted his family homeward. fs
they walked along the boardwalk, Carey's

- eyes became focused upon verious initisls

| chalked on the walk, poles and buildings.
‘He hed noticed these meny times without
concern, but since he suspicioned thet he
could identify some of them, they seemed
to deserve a comment.

"Can anyone tell me whose initiels
those are." motioning toward a2 building.
"Which initisls do you mean, Czrey."

asked Ethel.
"These." and he pointed out & certein
pair uhidh read, MC & HL.

H&ghnﬁl?a face reddened but no comment
was forthcoming. He sloved his pace &nd
intentionally hung back, choosing to re-
main silent and not take part in the cur-
reht conversation. Fthel sensed the
means of adding to Michael's embarrass—

ment and she gave voice to her thougnts.

" do believe our own little brother

s trying to attract someone's attention
SN ﬁ? vay'af the billbosrdsi"

" A ":’J' Michael sudderly spurted shesd until
.‘5. _he was out of earshot. He did not went
r %o be drewn into the discussion.

: J.. *lic!maran, don't tease." suid Mrs.
il ﬁﬁﬁn&ﬂ?&}, lowering her voice, "I sup-
J those are for Michael and

1 she said smiling.

i mg_guass," seid Ethel, "Of
“is for Balinﬂa Most every

[y
I'

beﬁw liﬁtle brofhar,
i'dszﬂnﬁlt read just—

' said their mther.
'eLprul.'mnﬂher.

- horse and carri
'Pltingﬁn-jainad-thq group, heving changed

ie know thet Dirk Bledsoe, alias Carl
Harris was not in klgerton for the pur-
pose of hunting, although the idea had
occurred to him. He decided that if the
Squire could furnish him with 2 gun, he
might as well engage in the port

After the Churchill's had finished their
Sundey dinner, Ethel and Carey cleaned up
the kitchen and put things away, Pete
Bates who lived just a short distance away
grrived and anxious to start. Ethel and
Carey joined him and they set out to pick
up Patience who lived a short distance
south of tne school and diagonelly across
from Sguire Campbell's stately mansion.

"Pete, I want to thank you for bringing
us that besket last night. Ve egll appre-
clate it very much." said Carey.

"You're welcome. Of course mother pre-
pared the basket. It wes her idea. I just
carrbed it over, that's all. I'm glad you
enjoyed it."

"He certainly didl" said Ethel, "There's
nothing wrong with his appetite. Except
his eyes are bigger than his stomach.
M1chael and I did manage to gether a few
crumbs."

"ell I'm & growing boy &nd don't need
to watch my weilstline." Carey responded.

Ethel gave no answer, thinking it best
to let the mastter drop. They were passing
the Campbell'!'s home &nd tethered on the
drive at the carriage entrance was a fine
young horse adorned in the finest of har-
ness end showed evidence that he had been
freshly groomed and the carriage was spar-
kling end free of grime from the night be--
fore, Of course the Squire kept 2 man to
care for the stable. He also kept another
man pusy as careteker of the house and
grounds. A widow who lived on the opposite
side of the village acted as housekeeper
and cook for the Squirs &nd his son. The
south side of the village was more or less

restricted to those who could afford &
better than average standard of living. It

had often been referred to &s the cultured
section.

Carey noticed the waiting carriage and
remarked, "My Kingdom for a horsel"

"Fe know you are a scholar in Shake-
spearean verse." said Ethel, "I believe
you envy Flint and his father!"

"No I don't," eaid Carey, "Flint has
Just about everything, but he doesn't
have a sister---like I do."

"Well, this is a switch," said Ethel,
"From digs to compliments. Thank you
kind Sirt"

Although the Jamieson residence was on
the cultured side of the village, it was
not of equal cuality to that of the Camp-
bell mansion. Mr. Jemieson did not have a
stable and when trznsportation was re-
quired in his profession, he rented a
¢ from the local livery.
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