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Partic'lar Friends of Horstio Alger Jr.
will meet in the city of the "Pretzel
gendgrs“ on the date mentiored ahcve.
From the few responses received, it ras
clearly indicated that the month of liay
was the preferred choice. Others who re-—
plied, indicated that the dete was not sn
important factor to them. Our hocts, Les
end Bertie have announced their inten-
tions to retire from the Heelth Food
Enterprises they are now operating in
Jamuary, end their personal mail should
then be directed to their home at 175 N.
Tlmridge, Brookfield, Wisconsin 52005.
If necessary to contact by telephone,
treir number is 414-782-7246.

Our Headquerters and Meeting room will
be in the Sands Motel, which is in the
immadi&te erea. The cost of rooms are:
Single, £8.50 to #12.50; Double, $13.00.
There are & number of other motels in the
same area. Tours of interest will in-
clude The Milwaukee Public Library where
Gardner Dalton donation of Alger hooks
will be on exhibit, A Famous Wilvavkee
Rrewery, The new gless domed Horticul-
tural Conservatory in Mitchell Park, and
the new Var "emorial Center on North
Lincoln Memorial Drive. A fezture of in-
terest to all will be the picnic in the
Langlois spacious back-yard, with a var-
iety of games and mumerous prizes.

~ ANNIVERSARIES
~ Jenuary 13th will be another anniver-
pary of Horatio's birthday. The post
corde you sent me lest Jaruary are still
on dignley with my Alger exhibit at the
Kzlamezoo Public Museum. I suggest you
do the same this year for Leslie Langlois
to be displayed with the Dalton exhibit
in the Milvaukee Public Library. Please
use commemorative cards with the messzge
on the front side.

The recent Thanksgiving day was the
fourth anniversary of the day when two
Alger collectors got together; Butler and
myself. On this day, the newsletter wes
concieved as a medium to serve all people
who were interested in Horatio Alger.

Eemth Butler informs me that in 1966
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PRFSLIENTIAL PO.th¢NGS
NIFTY GAVEL —-— Your president has been
given custody for the year of & splendid
gevel and rauping block, which Jack Row of
Clarion, Iowa, hed especielly mede and hes
presented to the Society. It is made of

. alternating laminated layers of contrast—

ing woods, Iowa Maple and Qhio Osage, and
beautifully turned., A4 brass plate mounted
on it carries the inscription of "Horatio
Alger Society". The gavel block wes re—
trieved by Jack from an ¢old roll top cesk
which he acgairsad. The Society is grate-
ful for tuis thoughtful contribution, and
I shell first wield it, with pleasure,
late next =pring when I call to order the
second annual gel-together at Milwaukce.

SOCIETY ROSTER —— Too late for this
year, but en excellent suggestion has been
made that I would Tavor adopting in 19€6,
thet the membership roster siiow other col-
lectirng interests of members, in addition
to Alger. It is thought that in this way
members mey be on the slert and help fel-
low members in their other pursuits.
Thougk vwe hope tiuat Alger heads the list,
it is surely true thet most of us do col-
lect books, litersture, and other items of
Americena, in addition to Alger. Splendid
idea, end we appreciate suggestions. In
addition, it might be wvalusble and inter-
esting to list vocation or profession.

NEWSBOY AVARD PLAGUE ~— Given annually
to the writer whose current published ma-
terial, in book or periodical form, has
done the most to interpret Horatio alger
Jr., his works, his influence during his
life and times, or his contribution to-
wards painting the American Dream. Be
thinking about this. UVhat candidate or
candidates would you nominate? Later, our
committee on meking this award will be
asking for formal nominations. PRe reudy
with your selections for the committee's
consideration.

SOCIETY BY-LAWS —— Carl Hartmemn and
Forrest Campbell were appointed last May
as & committee to draw up Soclety by-lews
for study and adoption &t our next ammuel
m2eting, They have done & lot of notable
study and work. A second draft now re-
poses on the desk of your president.
Nothing but praise for their work, of
which you will hear more in detail luter.
Meantime we are operating eccording to
customary "ecommon law" practices,
(Presidentizl Ponlering: cortirusd paze 2)

1

(Non--protit)
; Ldent: Kenaeth B. Butler, 1325 Burlington Road, Mendota, I1lﬂnc¢q 6}?42
'1 @bﬁ Presiﬂen*b._l.aslie Langlois, 1571 West Mitcuell St., Milwaukee, Vicconsin Sf;uf
; ‘reas: ~ Mrs. Blanche G. Lloyd, 471% N. Grant St., West Lalayetth, ind. 477906
V%ﬁmﬂirurrest campbell Adult memberghip $5.00 Junior membe.nhlt £3. uS (Fiscal year)
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PF-137 Leo F. Moore T-122
24,20 N. Bristol St.
Santa Ana, Celifornia 92706
PF-138 7.H. Chrischilles- T- 10

P,0, Box No. 562
Algona, Iova

Partic'ler Friends will remember Leo
vhen he resided in Atlantic, Iowa a fow
years ago. He was a member of the orig-
inal Horatio Al.ger "Club" of Qualtertown,
Pa. After receiving our current Society
literature from Kenneth Butler, he up-
plied for membership direct to Mrs.
Lloyd. Leo is a dealer in juvenile books
as vell as a collector of Alger. He has
a number of duplicates. Perhips we shall
see gome of them listed in our BCOK MART
soon.

T.H. comes to us by way of Jack Row.
Having been born in 1889 he may be our
oldest member. He wes an avid reader of
Alger, when a boy and has now renewed
his interest. He is President of the
Algona Public Library. He has bought
Gardner's book and a number of Alger
reprints for the Library. His nobby is
writing, such ag the Elbert Hubbard type
of philosoply, end stories about his
travels. "hen he has completed reading
Gavdner's bock he intends to write some
guest columns about Alger for tae
"Kossuth County Advance", in Algona.

HOW MANY ALGFR STORIES ARE THERE? contin-
uved from last month: This interesting
subject has led to some interesting side-
lights. Jack Row says he is doing some
research reissue titles and hopes to have
a new list soon which will ke svailable
to 211 members. Ken Butler reports that:
"The paperback novels by Alger, published
by Street & Smith, totaled 104 titles.
This Firm began its production in 1897
and continued for 35 years. Barly paper-
backs sold at a dime, later raised to 15¢
each. Two of these, '"Striving For
Fortune' and 'Tom Erace' are first edi-
tions. The first appeared serially in
Golden Argosy as 'Valter Griffith' and it
wvas iscsued in 1901 by S&S in paperback
form. 'Tom Brace! following serialization
in Argosy, appeared es ledal Library No.
122, S&S, in 1901, says Gardner." The
subject of Publishers and their heirs is
en interesting one. I have personally
noted that certain editions published by
A.L. Burt are identical, except in qual-
ity, with Superior publications. From
King's Handbook of New York, 1892, I find
a chapter on Jourmalism & Publishing,
pages 565-592. On page 590 I read that
the John V. Lovell Company vas founded in
1878 and in 1890 The United States Book

' Company vae the outgrowth of the former

Lovell Company end 20 other smaller pub-
lishers. In such instances, plates and
covyrights are acquired, hence similarity
¢ wsraval confueion to the uninformwed .

abe Ja= n? *"_gb‘“ eollector.
Louttamisd cu page 3)

PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS continued —

MEMEERSHIP ROSTER —— Delayed deliberate-
ly. Renswals and new memberships were
coming in so numerously as November
dawned, we delayed so as to make the
roster as complete and current &8 pos—
sible. When we speak of "renevals" we
have reference to memberghip applications
accompanied by $#5 dus from those who for-
merly had gualified to recesive Newghoy by
reazon of donation to Rerged Lick Fund.
l'e heve continued to Loncr ithoge, which
now lapes, however, following this icsue
unlegs converteda to Society membership.
Ve want to heve all of you with us. Le
have mucn in store. -

LIVES THERE A MAN by the name of Horatioc
Alger? Thank you, many of you, for
looking and for reporting. MWembers

Féwerd Golden, Jack Row, Blanche Lloyd,

end Maxy Goldberg all report investigetion.
Mex found a Commandant James Alger of the
Coast Guard. He was not related, but sug-
gested inguiry from General James Alger,
in Panama. Edward Golden checked, along
with Greater Marhattan, some counties in
New Jersey, and in Connecticut. No matter
whether our contemporary Horatio Alger is
related. Ve ceek to find if there is
anyone, anywhere, carrying that name.

HOBBY IS GEOWING —— Relph Gerdner sent
us a recent issue of Antiquarizn Ecokman

' with many listings marked where Alger

bsoks are wanted. He interprets this as
upgrowth of interest in "our hero". I
sgree. I used to scan the ads in 4B and
practically never saw an ad where Alger
wes sought. It gives me an inferiority
complex. This current issue surely shows
a merked change; possibly a trend. There
must be scoreés of ilger enthusiasts "out
there" whom we have not learned about, or
who have not heard of us. Help us locate
them. Help us get them as members.

Your Partic'lar Friend,
Ken Butler

R L L L T IR R L w g i

Your President, the other officers, and
your Editor wish you all, Holiday
Greetings, and a Prosperous New Year!
E R e e A s

RANCOM REPORTINGS

Your Fditor, PF-000 has recently ac-—
guired Striving for fortune, for a total
of 121 titles. — Jack Row now has 1(9
titles, and is now concentrating on The
Young Book Agent., Beth Row modestly re-
ports that she too rode the 'High lheeler!
in Mendota lasgt May, and she has slides
and movies to prove it.- Ristzen reports
102 titles. — An Alger display has been
on exhibition at the recent Vorld's Fair
in New York City. — Alla T, Ford, PF-129,
refers you to,her published article, "The
Joys of Collecting Children's Books™ in
TBA #1l4, July-August 1965 edition. - We
discover quite by accident that Keith H.
Thompson, PF-035, and David J. Thompson,
PF-112, are brothers! Gilbert Vestgerd

. reports finding a first edition of *A

Rolling Stone" smong non—Alger mafn._a*
in a Chicego Bookstors: at £2,50
(continued cn u&ga 3
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HOV MANY ALGFR_ STORIES ARE TEERE? contin-
1ed from page one! Paul House, PF-099,
(see his change of address) writes that
“he has just scouired a Vickery & Hill ed-
ition of "The Five Hundred Dollar Check",
~ "That is the only one of their publlica-
iﬁslé'l have seen”, he writes. (I have
This mey
be ep inﬂicatlen of rarity‘for this re-
print publicher. Paul hes & copy of
HELEN FORD with WINSTON' named as pub-
liaher on the Spine, and the title psge
eredites HENRY T. COATES. Is it possible
_ﬁh#ny fhat WINSTON was the succeseor to

;Harhert Rigteen, PF-104 (T-102) writes:
"I would like to see opinions from var-
fous collectors in NEVSBOY as to the to-
tal ssles of Alger books. In my opinion,
after_giviug the metter preliminary re-
gearch, I believe that such estimates zs
two hundred million etc. are extremely
farfetched and contrary to fact. From
whet I can deduce ‘total sales of Alger
Yocks probably 6id not exceed ten million.
Iy way of proof I quote from the preface
of JERRY THE BACKVOOLS BOY, as follows.
'Turing the past thirty years over three

_million copies of Mr. Alger's books have
been scld.! My copy of JERRY THE BACK-
¥OOLS BOY is 'a Grosset & Dunlap reprint
dating ebout 1908 I think, as this title
wes copyrighted by Mershon in 1904.

Thirty years wonld extend back to 1878.
Now Alger's books didn't really move much
until RAGGED LCICK in 1868. In the ten
years between 1868 and 1878 the books
“certainly didn't sell more than a million
copies at the outside due to our smell
national population at that period and
also because of the high price of the
Loring Algers, many of them “1.25 per
copy. That wes a lot of money in those
nioneer times, snd it seems incredible
that saleg during that era could have
reached into the millions.

As'T see it, the great bulk of the
2lger books were sold in the period from
1905 to 1915 when Donohue, N.Y¥Y. Book and
other nublishers turned them out exten-
sively in very cheep editions., But it is
not safe to assume that total sales in
this decede exceeded five million at the
most. I am going to do some further re-
gsearch in thig field, but meanwhile I
would like to,see comments of other
collectors in the Newsboy." :

(Risteen's address is: P.0. Box No. 161

Baraboo, Wisconsin 53913. Herb has had
“geveral juveniles published himself, and
currently composes cross-word puzzles,
which mey be featured in your Sundey

mspaper) .

T-102

RANLOM REPORTINGS: continued -

TLASH!!! (From Jack Row, PF-101) Jack has
been informed that one of our most recent
members, Lowis 8. Vosburgh, PF-130 died
late in August. Louis was 70 years old,
end ironically, his membership was not
listed until the September Issue of this
newgletter. He leaves a son, Louls Jr.,
and among materiel things-—some 65 Alger
books. dJack also writes that he is now
the proud owner of 111 titles, end thzt he
hes written up & new member from Texss.

Secretary Emeritus Gecrge Setman aes
been 211 «rd h"cr“q1*z 6, bot ke cleims
he s feeliny much oetlal row.

BOOK MART
Your Bditor, PT-000 offers: (Croup "A")
F19JCVi, F23JCW, F825P, Fjpsusn, FGEALB,
Flair‘ﬁ-:‘.a ¥ Fljﬁf!}ﬁg ] F1 l-’-‘h-(rh 11 4 :lj &C »
F142MAD, F184MAD, F188NYB, F190NYB.

(Group B) F12MAD, G30HZC,

G23H&C, F35MAD, GLSHAD,

GLO3NY3B, FlL23H&C, GlBHHdu,
G165NYH, FL7THAD,

F30H&C,
F70ALB, G9SIPC
G14 8MAD

(Mote: Group A & B are not
send your induiries to me.

my prooerty.
I will forward)

PF-001 (Max Friedman, 732 Douglas Avenue,

Kalemazoo, Michigafy 3007, offers:
Gl47NYB, Gl48NYB, GIHONYB, GL71MAC,
GL78JCW, GiL85HAC. .

Your President, PF-006 offers: P45ALB,
F165H&C, F177H&C, G1B8MAD.

PF-101
50525,

(Jack Row, Box 101, Clarion, Iowa,
offers: E119G&D, G183G&D.

(Note: If you have duplicates, won't you
please share them in our BOOK MART with
some of our less fortunste Society
members?) The code for condition is as
follows: E, Excellent; G, Good; F, Feir;
P, Poor. .For a partisl list of publisher
codes, see page 4 of the September news-
letter. For the complete list of Alger
book publishers, see Gardner's book, pages
361-362 & 363. Pleese note MAC above
which is the code for MacLellan. Any
first editlons offered will be underlined.

In Jamuary the current story supplement
will be replaced with news items from our
Regionsl Cirectors. It is believed that
all eleven regions will be assigned by
then.

It hes been suggested that we select a
recipient for our RAGGED DICK AWARD from
the Milwaukee area. Ve hope to meet the
recipient and make a personal presenta-
tion of our award to the winner. It has
also been suggested that we select a new
name for this award. Ve are open to sug-
gestions.

Fould you like to be host to the 1967
Alger Meet? Is there any desire for
Regional Meetings? Your editer solicits
your comments, opiniens, sugrosiions, amd
nev ideas, for puliication pwionzes,
PP LY e

R S e = =
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A ARE MI BOYS PEAL? Py Horatio Alger Jr.
(From LADIES HOME JOURNAL November 1890)

. The idea is suggested that young veople

i vill be inmterested to leern vhether the

L boy characters in my hooks =re taken from
real life. I answer in gencral terms
that I heve always preferred to intreduce
-real boys into my stories, and have done

i g0 in many instances where it has been

4 possible for me to find a character

\ suited to & plot.

The first street-boy with vhom I became
acquainted in New York was Jchnny Nolen,
a young boot-black, who made daily calls
at the office of one of my friends whose
office, in 1867, was on Spruce street, on
the site now occupied by the "Tribune"
building. WMy conversetions with him gave
me my first knowledge of New York street-
boys and “their mode of life. "y interest
was excited, and led me & few months .
later to undertzke the story of "Ragged
Dick", in which Johnny figures. I have
described him as he was-—2 good natured
but lazy boy, without enterprise or ambi-
tion. I gave Johnny a copy of the book

vhen it appeared, snd he was cuite proud

at figuring in print. The original of
"Micky Maguire" was Paddy Shea, a tough
character, who lived not far from the
City Hall, and generally passed the sum-
mer at "the island". "Ragged Dick" wvas a

- real name, but I never knew the boy who
bore it.

I met the hero of "Rough and Ready" at

the Newsboys' lodge, in the upper part of

the old "Sun" building. “Ben, The Lug-
gege Boy", I met at the same place, and
the story of that neme substantially ac-
cords with his. The boys who mede for
themsgelves a home beneath one of the
piers, were known to Superintendent
0'Connor, and he arranged for me an in-
terview with one of them. I had conver-
gations with many street-boys while
writing "Ragged Dieck" end "Tattered Tom"
series, end derived from many of them
sketches of character and incidents.

Vhen I was preparing to write "The
District Telegraph Boy", I sent for a boy
who had served in that capacity for
nearly tvo yeers, and used some of the
incidents he gupplied to me. "Phil the
Fiddler", was a real Italian boy. I ob-
tained the piecture which appears in the
book, from a Broadway photographer, to
whom he sat for it. Mr. Casale, then
editor of an Italian semi-weekly paper
in New York, furnished me with many of
the incidents.

Some of the characters in "The Young
Circus Rider" are still living, in par-
ticular Charlie Davis, who left home at
an eerly age and accompanied & circus to
Australia. In "Frenk's Campaign", the
boys forming the military company com-
manded by Frank Frost, vere all real
boys, end all, with one exception, are
living today.  The colored boy, little
Porp, in the seme story, wes intended

_ = = e e

. "The Erie Train Doy".

"and I have no hesitation in

&g & male counterpart to Mrs, Stowe's
"Topsy".

T have, by reyuest, given to many of my
characters the real names of young friends
and scovaintences without necessarily
meking them portraits. Some of my books
and serial stories vere suggested in part
by incidents in the lives of young per-
sons whom I knew. I am now writing for
a juvenile publication a story called
Fred, the hero,
served in that cepscity last summer,
securing the position through ne.

I em often indebted for characters and
incidents to paragraphs in the cdaily
presss Weenever I find one that seems
availeble, I folloiw the example of
Charles Reade, and cut it out for future
reference. I have probably written
seventy-five juvenile books and serials,
saying thet
it would have bzen quite impossible for

.me to write half the number 1f I had not

drawn in large part my characters ard
material from real life. The story of
"Joe's Luck", located in California, vas
written in San Francisco. Years after-
wards the nzme of the book was given to z
mine in southern Africe, of which a pic—
ture appeared in the "London Illustrated
Nevig". In like manner I went to Chicego
in October 1887, to obtezin material for a
story just puoclished in book—form, called
"Luke {ialton; or, The Chicago Neusboy".

I heve, of course, introduced a large
number of adult characters in my various
stories, Many of these are special
studies from life. I hold thet a novel-
ist, or writer of fiction, is best sit-
uated in a large city, where he has an
opportunity to study life in many phases,
and come in contact with a large variety
of types of character. The experienee 6f
prominent American and foreign novelists,
notably of Charles Dickens, will bear me
out in this statement. THE END.

B 2 T R R L)
(Editor's note: We are indebted to
Gilbert Vestgard for the research and
availebility of this material.)

The Alger-type story supplement, THE
YOUNG POSTMLSTER is concluded with this
issue of the newsletter. Ailthough I have
taken three yeurs to do it, writing one
chepter each month, the task was not a
difficult one. I maintain that I need
only %o bend an ear, and listen in to
what took place some seventy years ago.
Some of our earlier members do share in
the naming of the location amd characters,
VFestgerd provided the name of Algerton.
Butler provided the name of our hero;
Jean Steipner provided the name of "Flint"
end "Skin", while Butler and Steiner both
suggested the name of Mortimer. The name
of Harris honors the father of Martha
Harris, who was a former postmaster. The
name Dirk Bledsce was suggested by
Butler. Other minor roles were also named
by Steiner and Butler. The characters of
Jack B, Trade and Constable Ymith were
my ovn creations, as well as the villian,
Squire Campball.-ﬁqpa you enjoyed it.
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CHAPTER XXXVI  CONCLUSION

The Judpe's fece regisiered some degree
of skepticiem on hearing this tale of
fantecy of theirs. He locked at his
watchj then spoke. i

"It is neerly eleven o'clock. Ue may
have time to make an investigation before
the Sgpire arrives—if we hurry."

"It appears to be a mighty heavy
stone;" said Mr. Jamieson, "we'll need
something more than brute strength.”

Carey supplied timbers end stove woed
from the wood shed; and with considerable
effort they were able to prop up the
norch end slide the heavy stone from its
resting place. The stone had covered an
opening of almost ecusl size, and it was
formed by layers of smeller stones. The
contents were an amazing sight. Tc¢ the
very top of the opening tarniched silver
dollars could be seen. The Judge's skep-
ticism guickly changed. The effect on
the Churchill family ranged from shouts
of jubilstion to tears of joy. The Judge
recommended removal of the coins to de-
termine the extent of the treasure. The
children provided buckets, sacks, znd
boxes. After severel containers were
filled it was discovered that the balance
of the treasure was in gold coins. Upon
examirastion they were all found to be
twenty dollar gold pieces. HNichael's es-
timate of a million dollars was not gques—
tioned by the Judge but his opinion,
which he kept to himself, wes closer to
fifty thousand.

The Judge looked at his watch again. It
was approaeching the noon hour and so the
containers of coins were hurriedly placed
in the kitchen. The project of replacing
the stone and revsiring the stevs was de-
ferred until later. Vith last minute in-
structions, should the Squire arrive be-
fore he returned, the Judge went home
with Mr. Jemieson for lunch and the
Churchill femily prepared a hasty lunch
for themselves. They had just finished
esting when a knock wes heard at the
front door.

"That must be the Squire;" announced
Carey, "you know vhat to do now, mother?"
"Yes, I believe so," she said, as she,
with Fthel and Michael went to the door.
"Good sfternoon, Scuire Campbell;" che
greeted, with s despondent look on her

face, "it's a pleasant day."

"Good afternoon, my dear lady;" he re-
plied, "yes, it is a pleasant day, and a
heppy one for me; for I have heard that
my boy has been found, and is on his wey
home."

"Thet is good news. I am gled to hear
it, but," she added, changing the sub-
ject, "Fthel has broken her arm, and--"

"How unfortunate;" he responded, with
apparent concern, "then perhaps this ore-
vented you from celling at my home this
morning."

"J:11%ng at your home?" she asked, in-

quisiiively,

Merj fn case you hyve forgetten, you

the ucrigage.
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5Y FORREST CAMPBELL

were suppoged to bring me your annual pay-
ment on the mortgage before noon today."

"oh! yes, during the excitement, I did
forget. But I have the money for you, Wr.
Campbell. "

"You have? lhere did youn get it? I mean,
I thought you wouldn't be sble to meet
the payment."”

"] wag able to borrow a safficient
amount to meet the payment from a frierd.
Eithel, will you bring my purce fronm the
bedroom plesse." che replied.

HJuat s
Nahem, ¥Your time wag
default=d. The sitire ameunt
¢ng peyable, or I suall kave Lu fereclose

Vho will pay tidis for yowr™
i0h, desrl" sighed hrs. Ph;“*al.l.

n{ zsk you egain, Mrs. Churchill; who
will pay this for you?!

T will!" shouted. Carey, entering the
room from the kitchen.

WYou are here?!" cried tae Sauire, tuken
by surprise, and rising to his feet.

"Yes, I am here, and it seems I am jusi
in time; doesn't it?" he replied, smiling.
"But—I thought you—how dia you get—
where did you come from?" returned the

Squire, fully perplexed.

"I arrived on the morning train; end I
am prepared to make the total payment on
your mortgage, Squire Campbell. Now, how
will you have it; in gold, or silver?"

"In gold?" asked the Sguire, "Where did
you get—did you find the—2"

"The Alger fortune? Yes." supplied
Carey, "Ve found it in the nick of time."

"But it is too late. You have defeaulted.
If you have discovered the fortune on the
premises; it is mine. All mine."

iCh," said Carey, trying to look de-
Jjected, "then you expect to cizim it?"

"Wes, I do claim it;" repliec the
Square, relieved, "who will stop me?"

UT willl" said Judge Dixon, stepping
into the room from tbe kitchen, "You will
find your payment in the mail st the post
office; snd it is postmarked as of twelve
noon, todey."

"But, I must foreclose.
right. I'1l go to court."

"] advise you not to do so; and I must
warn you that if you accept this payment
by mail, it will be another charge
against you; another federal charge of
obteaining money under false pretenses."

"Another federal charge? Vhat do you
mean? Fho could prove such s charge?"

"I intend to try," said Mr. Jamieson,
entering the room, with Jack handcuffed
to him.

"Yhere did you--who is this man with
you?" asked the Squire, perspiring.

"Hellg, Skin," greetea Jack.

"Who is hs talking to?" asked the
Scuire, pretending.

"To you," said Mr. Jamieson, "Mortimer
Skinner Campbell, his former partnsr."

"I don't krow this man, I'm being
framed," cried the Sgulre.

1§41 7s vo use, The jig 1s up, Hi'x,"
renlted Jzel.

momersus th Srdiarinipies

........

e Suulire,
Hp &% Muen; you heve

13 now dus

1 EAN

I have the



stioned Jack, "Tho's Dirk?"
man you sent to me." . |
send any man to you, Skin.
y his name rag?"
_pdaee., u rapet.tad the

' as our poatma,ster,
ng'.s as guilty as we are;

- an imposter: "hﬁ calls hmaeli‘ Carl
- Hi I'__E;, ‘better go after him gentlemen,
“l‘atfhw he gets awsy." .
, ﬂﬂerﬁ I anm, Skin,“ seid Carl or Dirk,
© or whatever his name might be, as he
-stapped'into the room frem the kitchen.

"There he is! There's Dirk! The jig is
L? up Dirk. Greb him, gent_emen, before he
' gets avay." . ..
RE The man maﬂe no move to escuve, Neither

effort to grab him. The Squire lcoked
‘bewildered. .
"Allow me to introduce myself Skin,"
s gid the man who had ‘been known ag Carl
‘ harrla, "I am really Carl Hirris, speciel
investigator for the Fost 0ffice Depert-
ment. I wes assigned here to bring you
aod your former partner Jack B. Trade
togetaer, and, charge you jointly with
freud; using the United States Mail to
.. do so. The specific charges will be
-presented in a federal court in due time;
il of course you know, what the charges sre."
"Curses," excleimed the Squire, as we
heve been accustomed to address him, "you
fooled me, and you tricked me; you didn't
know where to find Jeck after all.®
"No, u&ith ve needn't address you as
fouire eny longer,ﬂ said Mp. darris, "I
didn't know where to £ind Jack, but
| thanks to you, end your plot %o send
‘ .Cerey away, vbich I submitted to with
gome regret, you led ue to his hideout.
Yy apologies tq Cerey for subjecting him
to such g daﬂgerous assionment, I had
great confidence in you, Cavey, though I
will resdily edmit T was worried at
times, Your assignment seemed the only
way Yo bring these culprits togetner.
Your clever way in getting the message to
‘us wes ramarkable strategy."
. "hat megsage?" asked, Garay.
. Mhy, the postsl card Wwe received from
. Clyde. It was only through the postmark
that ve were able to determine your
lpcat.ion. A clever piece of work,"
- "But I didn't mail it," said Cerey, "I
must have lost it in Clyde."
r YOh," veplied Wr. Harris, "then you had
Ey, a guardian engel; amyway, your rescuers
4 here, tell me of your cool headedness
whila captive, and your act of bravary in
the capture of Juck is eﬁugh ualify
-mﬂ;ﬁar the reward of & ousand | jollers
for events leading to the arrest of these
ahmaaaxﬂbraaknva.

‘ : did . Jamieson, or the Judge make an

advenced lesgons on the violin.

"A thousand dollars!" exclaimed Cerey,
"¥hy now we will be able to save our home!’
"Don't forget, you are alrsady wealthy,

having found the Alger fortune on your
own premses," reminded the Judge.

"But is it reelly ours? The Squire—"
YDon't worry shout what Skin said; I
doubt if he will ever try to collect the
remeinder of the mortgage; or claim the

Alger fortune," interrupted the Judge,
then added, "The way I sece it, after the
Peporifent claims their share of pis es-

tate, the rest will be returnad Lo the
gooa pecple of Rlgersior, sinoa fiev foo,
hewve ayfisrad h::ruu' el has o Al

HRaGYs ton a7 T gee 1. o, ainreed
Mr. Jeriescy,

ULl vecommstdl rour siuggeshion to the
Department togy! added iz, dalvis.

N ey youlrve mot pvzally cue pogtmaster,"
inque ved Cerey, o Mr. Havvis.

"No, wy boy; tut I hope to leave the

offi¢e in gosd hends. I have a relisable
person ir aind wvhom I shall recommend to
the :pecple here."

tPne will you recommend?” asked Carey.

WTour mother, my bov.M

Wy mother?t exclained Carsy.

Mra. Chufchill beamed with pleasure.

"You, mothex?" asked Carey.

Wes, my son.'t

"You see, Cerey," adcded Wr. Harris,
"under my cdirection, your mother has been
receiving businese training from Mr.
Jamieson,  however, until lest night, she
did not know that. the offer of the post-
mestership would be. offered to her,"

The Churchill ‘children gathered around
their mother, enmbraced her, and smothered
her with affection.

"oh, mother; mow may I be your assistant
‘sometimes?" apked Ethel.

"On mhet grounds do you think you could
gualify as &n assistsnt?" asked Carsy.

nGhy I just -know I could help out in
some way." bezmed Ethel.

"Hiow come? Just because you are accus-—
tomed to playing postoffice with the boys?"
agked Carey, bacding off with a smile.

"Oh, fiddle fadale!™

The Squire, alias Skin, es he came to be
known in Algerton, was sent away with Jack,
and thelr trial peSulted in a long term in
prison.’ The people of Llgerton unani-
mously approved' of the appointment of Mhrs.
Churchill as their postmaster. After the
estate of our former Squire was settled,
his home was put up for sale and ars.
Churchill wes the highest bidder. After
the coins in the Alger fortune were
counted, it was discovered that it re-

~ sulted in something over fifty thousund

dollars. Flint, as he is openly addressed
nov, without fear of reprimend from his
father, still has his own room, but of
course it is now the property of the

* Churchill Fenily.

Flint and Carey will be going off to
college soon, Michael ie now receiving
JFivael is
&ssisting her mother in the posioliics.

. end they will ell not sosn firgot the cays
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