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NEV YORK - NOW AND THEN

In the Book Section of the current
February READER'S DIGEST, you will find
an up to date description of the city in
the adventures of a New York City detec-
tive. His beat in the 16th Precinct in-
cludes "Times Souare" and "The Great
Thite Vay" between 42nd end 52nd St.,
just south of Central Park.

Although much of the city's street sys-
tem, including the 16th Precinct snd Cen-
tral Park, wes already leid out and in
use in Horatio Alger's deay, the heart of
the city was five or six miles south,
around City Hall. City Hall Park and the
neighboring Bowery was the preferred set-
ting for the Horatio Alger stories.

New York is in a state of contimmss
change. The old city must meke way for
the new., It was so, even in Alger's day.

HOV TO READ ALGER,..AND ENJOY IT
The Alger story setting,. in and around
City Hall Park, is delightful and re-
freshing, compared to New York of today.

If you do not have an old street mep of
lower New York, or old post cards, try to
visuglize it from whet you heve at your
disposal. City Hall Perk is triangular
in shape like the letter V. It would be
heloful to draw your own diagram and
start from this point. Tilt the V a lit-
tle to the right until the left side is
perperdicular. This is Broadway. The
right side is now krnown as Park Row. Por-
tions of this street were known as
Chetham Street in the Alger settings.

The top of the V (when cloged) is
Chambers St. City Hall, built in 1812 and
still exists, sets in the northern por-
tion of the V and faces south. To the
right of the V is the approach to the
Brooklyn Bridge, but bear in mind that it
was not opened until 1883. In the lower
portion of the V was located the old Post
Office, but also bear in mind that it was
not completed until 1875. It no longer
existse.
way bhetween Vesey and Barclay near the
lower portion of the V, was the Astor
House. It mo longer exists. Printing
House Scuare was acrose from the park on
the right. The loft of the "Sun" Bldg.,
on this Souare was one of the locations

of the popular Newsboys' Lodging House.

(G@HTIHUED ON PAGE FOUR)

Coast Region.

Facing on the west side of Broad-

PRESIDFNTIAL PONDCERINGS
" REGIONAL DIRECTCR APPOINTMENT —— I am
heppy to amnvunce the appointment of Lr.
David J. Thompson, of Salinss, California,
as our Regionzl Director for the Pacific
Under his guwidance will be
the states of California, Wasningtcen,
Oregon, Hawaii, and Alsska. Dr. Thompson,
PF-112 has been a member for the past two
years. At lagt report he hed 108 titles
ir his collectinn, a remarkeble achieve-
ment, reflecting his interest in Ailger
since Dboyhood.

His acceptance of this post completes
an interesting brother team ... an Alger
story in itgelf. His brother, Keith H.
Thompson, of Bellport, Long Island, being
the new Regional LCirector of the eastern
Allegheny Region. Both boys read Algers
in their fether's library, begén collect-
ipg them early. Dr. Thompson is in a
unique position to build interest on the
west coast, where we already have several
members.

CANADA —— Your president is hoping that
we can build additional membership in
Cznada. Vouldn't it be nice if we could
meke our neighbor to the north & 12th
Horatio Alger region, and build member-
ship in the Maple Leaf country. This
viould give our movement an international
flavor. Algers were distributed and read
in Canada, ag well as here.

COMMEMORATIVE STAWP --- Last month we
wrote a letter to the postal suthority
decignated in charge of commemorative
stamps, in which we outlined the sig-
nificant contribution of Horatio Alger
and tried to describe the uniyue nostel-
glc flavor of ‘such & stamp, es well as
its historical significance in 1968,
far no reply, but we are hopeful. The
mills of the gods grind slowly. we can
picture such a stamp clearly, and believe
it could be a definite boon to our move-
ment, No news is good news? (EDITOR'S
NOTE: A prompt reply has been received,
but contained little encouragement)

&0

NEVSBOY provides a forum for Alger col-
lectors 2nd enthusiasts. Use it. Use
the book mart to offer your surplus
titles. There is no charge. kngage in
corresporndence with the new members as
announced. Vrite the editor your views
on the hobby.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE TVWO)
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PF-143 Mr. John J. Me Connell T-000
25% lontague Street,
Toronto, Untario, Cancda

PF-144° Mr. Palph V. Anderson T-010
807 - 12th Street,
Grundy Center, Iowa 50538

PP- Mr. ¥illard D. Thompson T-000
835 So. Vest 14th,
Portland, Oregon 97205

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Me Connell's introduction was precented
in advance on pege 3 of the January Issue.

Arderson comes to us by way of Jack Row
and further remarks will be found in his
colunn in this issue.. Relph is the (nev)
owner, editor ard publisker of Collectors
News. This Journal is not new to many of
ue, however, Ralph hes just recently
talcen it over. In addition to Jack's re-
marks, Ralph is President of the Iowa -
Etate University Alumni Assn. Member of
the Board of Governors of the Iowa State
University Foundation. Formerly on the
‘Economics Staff at Towa State University,
Ames, Iowe. Director of The Farmers
Savings Bank, Grundy Center. Past Pres.,
‘Grundy Center Chamber of Commerce and
Rotary Club; and has served as trustee
and elder of the First Presbyterian
Church, Grundy Center. Jack adds in to-
day's mail that his article has been pre-
sented for publication and will appear in
the March issue of Colilecdtors News, and
due to its length, may be continued in
the April Isste. Jack says that all mem-
bers listed in the new membership roster
will receive a complimehtary copy.

Willard Thompson's appiication hss been
aporoved, end his PF number will be given
in the next issue. To the best of our

‘knovwledge he is not a relative of Keith

and David. Willard is a book dealer, and
is interested in ressle and research, His
interests include other juvenile authors,
such as Mayne Reid.

Items too lste to be included in the
membership roster are: Edward Golden, PF-
116, 9 Park Place, Noroten Hts, Conn.,
06823 and Fdward Mattson, PF-067, 700
Platinum Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland,
21221. Te hope they will also receive
a complimentary copy of Collectors News.
C. Calvin Noell, PF-082, has 35 titles
and hig wife's nsme is Virginia, Zip
code is corrected to 49005. Ernest
Sanford, PF-032 is now in the 100 class
with 102 titles. Ve acknowledge a long,
and interesting letter from Dan Fuller,
PF-142, He edds that when he is home,
he lives in South Dakota. He didn't read
tlger at home, but is now exteemely in-
terested on the subject. He is doing some
research and may do a paper if scholastic

time will permit.

PRESIDENTIAL, PONCERINGS—continued

Write him your obgervations regzrding
Alger!s writings, plots, heroes, editions,
——anything Alger. It is sure to be of
interest to our growing band of followers.
knd spread the word to your friends. Ve
are finding avid members in the colleges,

professors and teachers, newsvaper men,

.. American iiterature studerts, retired
people. The women too, are =vid Igus of
our hero. Tell your soguairt: ceg nhout

tha Society; the word, sg il | ' dg,
will seek out otheis. vwhao duvec L sir=
tetegt but vho de net pressutly oy of
us, mor we of them.

WOVBERSHIP PLALUE ———Some of us &re
vorking oa the design of & membership
token Tov display in neme or oitfice, to
eugment our present membership card. Ve
hope to have something to show you at the
Wilvauzee Event in Mey. Cuch a display
piece should augment pride in our organi-
zation, help to spread knowledge of us,
and provide an additional attraction to
the prospective new member.

SEEKING FELLOW HOBBYISTS —— The Society
is running brief notices in several of the
anticue and hobby publications, making
known the existence of the Horatio Alger
Society. ZXecli news story that eppears in
print brings letters from Alger collectors,
acking about us. Ve know that "out there"
are hundreds of Alger enthusiasts, not
yet heard from. The more we find, the
sooner we cen sponsor area get-togethers.
Thoge, in turn, will add %o . ths value and
zest of our membership.

BOOKS FOR LIERAKILES ~—— This eoctivity
hag besn de-activeted for the time being
for lack of interest. Not for leck of
interest on the part of libraries, ve em—
phesize, for we have letters proving
otherwise. One day, perhaps, a volunteer
will ccme forth to spark this program into
being, olacing a few Algers in school and
commurity libreries all. over the lard for
reference by those interested in American
literature, and for re-reading by the mil-
lions who remember Alger fondly.

MEMBEREHIP ROSTER. —— Completed at last
and provided without chzrge by WAYSIDE
PRESS in gratitude for the way Society
nmembers have received the Gardner book.
Mailing of the roster is going forward.
Many did not report names of spouses or
number of titles. Even before the ink
wag dry, membership developments was ren-
dering it incomplete. At midyear a sup-
plement will be distributed, bringing it
up to date. All new members signed will
receive one.

RESEARCH —— Vhy not pick a topic about
Alger stories, characters, ete., do re-
search on it, and write it up for Editor
Forrest Campbell for appearance in the
NELSBOY? You vill enjoy the gtudy, our
members will profit by it, £nd the liter-
ature of Alger thus widenesd will prove
an added magnet to new members.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE)
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BOOK M &R

PF—OQO Milton R. Salls, Herkimer Home, R3
Little Falls, New York 13365 offers:

E 4MAD, G 12MAD, E 17HXC, E 19HTC,
F 19P%C, I 20P&C, E 21ALB, E 21H&C,

PF-032 Ernest P. Sanford, 9724 Admiralty
Drive, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910
Offers:

E 28WAD, G 35ALB, G 44HRC, G 4&F&C,
G 81ALB, GI26EXC, G135HRC, FI4OHLC,
E145CPC, GL47MAD, F155ALB, F165FBC,*
G185ALB, GlBSJCW.

* (oddity) Title page & Contents —- 548

PF-142 Den Fuller, 1118 Catalpa Circle,
Macdison, Visconsin 53713 Offers:

G 3(H&C (sttention of PF-128)

For the attention of members who have
formerly done bucinessg with the CHICAGO:
BOOK MART. It is now under new management.
I have been informed thet the new propri-
etor is: LAVADA E. SIEBERT, BOX 319,

Perk Torest, Illinois 604€6.

The new 1966 Vorld Almenac now lists
all zip code numbers. Our Society has
been invited to be listed in the 1967
Issue under ASSOCIATIONS & SOCIETIES,
which is found this year on page 689.

Max Friedman, PF-001, has uncovered
two copies (1882-1882) of CHATTERBOX, a
bound volume published by ESTES & [LLURIAT,
301 Tashington Street, FBoston. In the
contents is an anonymous story entitled,
WINNING HIS "AY. It is possible, pbut un-
likely that it wes written by Alger. Per-
haps another case of cashing in on the
Alger bandwegon with similar title and
style.

Complete sets (chapter 1l being re-
printed) of THE YOUNG POSTHMASTER are now
available in limited supply. Chapters 12,
13, 14, & 15 will goon be exhausted, and
will require a reprint job. I have saved
the other stencils.

Jeck Bow informs me that he has PHIL,
THE PIDDLER in 10 different editions. Are
there more? He wants them all. He is
also trying for a complete set of the
small size Hurst editions.

Then announcing number of titles in
your collection, you may count any and
all title varlations.

of all the 44 newsletters published so
far, I think this is the best Issue, but
then, I say that every month. A fresh
newgletter makes the last one uninter-
esting and obsolete. News from an unex-—
pected source is elweys interesting. The
next Issue mey be better yet... if you
will cooperate. Thanks for your past
cacperation. Your participation is

enrraciated.

‘Ralph Gardner for his

PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS--continued

NEVISBOY PLAGUE. ~~— Nominations of Candi-
detes for this annuel Horatio Alger So-
ciety Avard* zre now being invited from
our members by Jack Row, FPF-10lL, Clarion,
Iowa, chairman of the awards committee,
The avard is given to the writer whose
published work the past year best con-
tributed to build apprecistion of the

contributions of Hovatio ilg:-r Jr., to
American life end litevrbure. sword O
be made in person, where noo. o, ¢t the
Soejety's ammugl cornvertion. of wouw wlsh
to sugpest 8 nomines, and ve auge you
will, send the nume nLJng th yovls Sip—

porting reacong wefure Marca 15th, to
Jack Row at above addéress. (KLCITOR'S NOTE:
The 1564 N¥l SBOY PLACUE wes avarded to
published book,
HORATTO ALGER, or THE AMERICAN HERO ERA,
This eward vas annournced in the January
1965 issue of the NEWSB0Y, on the oc-
cesion of an Anniversary of Horatio
Alger's birthday)

OUR HERO Earlier, the interesting
idea vas advanced that Horatio Alger may
have been the first to use the expression,
"our hero," in referring to the principal
character of a story. This aroused in
your president, the interssting challconge
to determine in which story Alger himself
first used the expression. This recearch
remained in the mind as a "someday" pro-
Jject, vntil, resding & newly acquired
copy of "Ban the Detective!" he noted the
expression, This cidn't help a great
deal, since this story was not publisied
until 1884.

Thus, the place to start would be in
Alger's very first story, "Frank's
Canpaign," published in 1864. The sear-
cher did not have long to search. There
the familiar saying was noted, popping
out.on page 12 (of the Burt edition).
Now, will those of our members who read
other early Juvenile suthors, keep this
in mind and take note if any otner used
the term in a story published prior to
18647 1If not, our claim has credibility.

«»asKen Butler
R R A s L a T XSRS
EDITOR!S NOTE: There are also the many
short stories written by Alger prior to
his first published book-length stories.

PF-140 Carlyle Stridland writes: "I hsave
Just recently purchased nine Alger books
which at least gives me a start. I am
looking forward to an interesting asso~
ciation with the Society." (unquote).

In addition to his meritorious academic
standings, and memberships in various
college associations, I note that he has
earned an enviable athletic standing also,
He vias twice honored as college low
hurdle champion. Basket ball crptsin, in
1961 & 1962, and received honorable
mention in NAIA All America, 1962.
(EDITOR'S NOTE: I'll bet he can vide a
high-wheeler too. Gilbert, you may be
asked to defend your 1565 title).

MAKE YOUR PLANS NOW TO ATTRND THE
MILVAUKEE EVENT, MAY 20-21 & A2rd.
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HOY TO READ AUGER: continued —

Nassau street parallels Broadway on the
right and terminates at Printing House
Square. Centre street begins on the oppo-
site side of this Sauare ard parallels
Broadway in a northerly direction. Spruce
street beging &t this Square and ends at
Gold street just south of Brooklyn Eridge.
Fulton street begins at North River,
crosses Broadway one blcck south of the
Astor House, and ends at Eest River. The
Fulton Street Market and Ferry are lo-
cated at the Bast River terminal. 3owery
street and section can be reached by
going up Chathem (Park Row) just a few
blocks beyond the bridge entrince. In
the Bowery section i8 located such famil-
iar places as Baxter strest famous for
its clothing merchants, Mott end Pell
streets as the low-rent tenement district,
end Mulberry street noted for its street
hucksters and where merchants display
their vares out of doorss Let your im-
agination run rampant. The streets ere
teeming vith people. The streets are the
playgrourng for the small children.

This then, in general was the small
world of Horatio flger, and the boys he
loved. WMany times the boys preferred an
"oyster stew" supper and a night at Tony
Pastor's or the Barnum museum, rather
than spend the night at the lodzing house.
In such instances they would tcke refuge
in an entrance way or a packing box in an
alley, and occasionally spent the night
on the Fulton Ferry. On rare occzsions
they ventured as far 'as Fifth Avenue, and
even on to Central Park, but this was not
their world. They did not belong here.
Some of the boys had a constent fear of
being sent to Blackwell's Island, (zlso
known as Velfare Island) which is located
in Fast River opposite Central Park. It
was perhaps the desire of many of these
street boys to rise above it 211 and "get
a place" at A.T. Stewert's, and to dream
of being able to dress well enough to
dine at Delmonico's without being thrown
out. It wag extremely difficult for them
to rise above their station in life and
"get a place" due to their appearance,
leck of education, end a2 sponsor. Then
Horatio Alger came upon the scene. He
recognized the hopelessness of their situ-
ations. He pondered, studied, offered
advice, encouragement and eventually put
his ideas into actual practice.

Now, with this background, I think you
are ready to read Alger for the second
time. (it is my third). In doing research
for my proposed Alger-type play, THE BOY
FROM THE BOFERY, I am fortunate in having
a treasure of reference books, such as:
King's Handbook, (1892); Valentine's
Menual, (1923); Shackleton's Book of New
York, ZI917) New York State Manusal,
(1887); old post cerds and folders, old
meps and street guides, and lest but not
least THE VORLD ALMANAC., I also studied
the biographies of John Jacob Astor, A.T.

- &tewart, snd Hetty Green.

If you are fortunate in having the com—
plete set of the RAGCED DICK geries, I
gsuggest you begin with the story Ragged
Lick and read them in the order written.
¥ou will find a treasure of historical
references, and ermed with your map of the
emall world of Horatio Alger, you will be-
gin to feel et home., You will in spirit
be with them as they cross the hustle and
bustle of Brouedway and enter City ilall

Pexk: Can you imgine tlie demzer in erosg—
sing Broadway in 1868 I commot. Yot; the
vay Alger desciibeg it, it w <20
go. You vill stand ncerby <. el €8
lowre hero! blaeks tlie Doubs of & gerile-

men; or & city brad dude. You will be able
to trace their feotslterps ag they walk up
Nmszau and turn into Epruce. You will be
able te sense the kindly spirit of Frank
Vihitney as Dick escorts liim on a tour of
the city. And feel the pengs of hunger
whan Dicx “stends trest" to Jobmmy Nolan.

It is not surprising that tie story of
YRaggea Dick" wes procleimed a best seller
in its day. £&lger has left us a legacy in
historical knowledge as well as a formula
for success and a moral. In the story of
Ragged Dick I find three references to the
term "Partie'lar Friend", Chapters 6, 12,
end 18. In a sequel story, "Mark, the
Metch Boy" Chapter 26 (conclusion) there
is an example of Alger's morsl lesson in
Dick!s own words. Dick was umilling to
accept a reward of a thousand dollars for
saving the life of a child, but the donor
insisted. Dick says, "Then, I will keep
it ss a2 charity fund, and whenever I have
an opportunity of helning along a boy who
is struggling upward as I once Lad to
struggle, I will do it."

It was from this morsl lesson, that I
vas inspired to create and establish our
Ragged Dick Fund. Unfortunately, the
neme alone is not self explanatory, and in
general the purpose of tne Fund is not
understood by the uninformed public. For
this reason, the name of the fund may be
changed. though I crezted the fund,
your membership dues are maintaining it.
Therefor, you have the right to defend it,
or suggest an alternate mame for it. If
it must be chenged, I would strongly favor
a name closely associated with hagged
Dick, and I propose for your serious con-
sideration, THE PARTIC'LAR FRIEND FUND.

John Jacob Astor, the son of a butcher,
was born in Germany in 1763; came to New
York at the age of tventy; got his start
in learning the fur trading business, and
at his death in 18,8 he was worth twenty
five million., Between 1830 and 1832 he
built the Astor House, a nine story struc-
ture "then the largest and most elegant
hotel in the country". Astor vas a shrewd
men in money matters. Once solicited in
a charity drive, he gave fifty dollars.
The solicitor was disappointed and said.
"l'e did hope for more, Mr. Astor. Your
son gave us & hundred dollers." Astor
answered, "My son has a rich father. Mine
was very poor."

(CONTINUED ON PAGE FIVE)
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FOW TO REZD ALGFR: continued -

Astor had been dead for 20 years when
Alger became nationally femous in 1868,
however, the hotel. and his wealth was
8till controlled by his femily., In 1853
when the Reverend Charles Loring Brace
was soliciting funds to organize the
Children's Aid Society, Mrs. William B.
Agtor gave the largest zingle donation of
fifty dollars. (Reference: "Boss Tweed"
authored by Dennis T. Lynch, Chspter 14;
this chapter has a wealth of historical
references pertaining to conditions just
prior to Alger).

A.T. Stewart (enother emigrant...from
the old sod), 1802-1876, is a good ex-
ample of Alger's theory of Strive and
Succeod. Armed with energy, courage, and
a small ipheritence, he opened & lit-
tle mercantile store at 283 Broadwey. His
business principles, end eventuslly his
formula for success were, Honesty, feir-
ness, and cash on delivery. As his busi-

" ness increased, he moved to & second lo-

cation, and still a third, all on Eroad-
viay, near City Hall Park. WMr. Stewart
had already achieved success when Alger
took up residence in lew York., His
wealth was even grester than Astor's.

At one time Stewart employed A7C clerks
and 200 cash boys. He paid them well and
rewarded thiem periodically according to
their ability. "Getting a plece" as a
cesh boy wag the dream of many of Alger's
characters, and no doubt inspired him to
write the story "Frank Fowler, the Cash
Boy."

Hetty Green's life span, 1824-1916,
closely parslleled that of Alger's, Al-
though he made no reference to her, she
was a person to be reckoned with, and ad-
mired in some respects, even though she
wag labeled a miser, Henrietta Howland
ARobinson was born in Messachusetts and
one of the heirs of two Howland fortunes.
g8he received one million dollars oubt-
right, but the bulk of her inheritance
wag pnt in trust. Due to the legal ten-
gle of her affairs, she formed z dislike
for lawyers and refused to employ their
services. She married Edwerd H. Green
and she bore two children, Edward and
Hettie. The desughter eventually married
Matthew Astor Vilks, a grandson of John
Jacob Astor. Hetty Green parleyed her
one million dollars into a tremendous
fortune and left it to her children. Hep
own inheritance still tied up in trust at
the time of her death was eventually di-
vided among 1,478 relatives.

Alger wrote of misers in several of his
stories. It is obvious thet he did not
write from personal experience, for he
wag something of a philanthropist. It is
possible that Hettie Green provided back-
ground materiel for his characterizetion
of the 'liser. We, the heirs of Horetio
Alger, heve been richly rewarded with the
legacy he left us....his stories.

One of the staff of WORLD (LMARNAC, in-
forms me that a suitable marker has been
placed on the former site of the origin:l
Astor House, This prompts me to consider
the poseibilities of placing a monument
or suitable marker in City Hall Park in
memory of Horatio Alger. The centennial
year of his national feme is only two
years away. Such' a project, perhcps
could be worked out jointly with the New
York Historical Society. If you heve any
thoughts on the subject, plecse coviact
our- president, so thet wa m* 1 ourone it.
Voumidolt it be niee 12 we couy’ L & our
armual gevhering in 14686 in Hew Youg for
the ozeasion.

£ prospective member from Xzlamazoo,
has suggested that lozal Scciety memders
ghould hold regular montialy mezstings.
The guzgestion hes vonderful possibilities.
A guagtion erises perteining to minimm
memdersnip recuirements. Kalemezoo nas
three, ard on the verge of having five.
What would we call such local groups? I
thinlkt Chapter would be a netural. The
first local group to meet minimum re-
ouiremernts could be designated as Chapter
No. 1, etc.

The members present st the 1965 ilendota
Affair suthorized ten monthly issues of
our pewsletter in each fiscal year. Two
monthly issues would be eliminasted. Vhich
two would you prefer? I propose tne
January Issue, duerto the holidays, and
July, due to the gsummer vacation schedules.
Let us have your opinions.

In =ddition to the regulars who will be
expected to attend the MILUAUICLE BVENT,
gome new members are making definite plans.
The first to inform us of their inten-
tion d4is NMr. & Mre. Trving Poznan, PF-135.
Please let us know of your plans. Ve
would like to add your name to this list.

I would like to see a bootblack stand
set up at our Sands Motel Headquarters,
for the purpose of souvenir photographs.
Wouldn't you like such & sovenir to take
back home with you? We could also sell
gpecial editions of the NELSBOY, to the
public, elso pencils &nd match books with
our Society name inscribed for publicity
purposes. -

Our President has sent out a question-
naire in the form af a survey of interest
to prospective members.. One such re-
sponse is quoted. Others will follow
from time to time.

"It is America's loss that we do not
have more men like Alger, who taught the
younger generation thrift, honesty, and
hard vork &s a means.of success in life,
rather than the sometimes yuestionable
short cuts toward this goal today."
«++olrs. Eddie Wehling, Steele City, Neb.

FLY YOUR FLAG TWICE THIS MONTH... ONCE
FOR LINCOLN, AND AGAIN FOR VASHINGTON.
«+«AND FLY, IF YOU WUST, TO MILVATEZE!}
YOU'LL BE GL&D IF YOU DO, SORKY IF iGU
DON'T.
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REGIONAL REPORTINGS

GREAT LAKES RIGION - HARTMANN'S HEMISPHERE

Last October my wife (Jean) the four
boys and I took a trip east. Our destina-
tion was Cape Cod. We started escly on a
Saturday morning going by way of Crnada,
hoping to find some Englich cditions of
Alger. No luck; in faet our trip was a
deed loss gs far as Algers were concerned,
Tie did pick up some very desirable J.C.
Lincolns later in the trip. i

Traveling as "shunpikers', it took us six
days to get to Cape Cod. The boys enjoyed
all the historical lsndmarks, and of
course Jean and I enjoyed all the antique
shops, book stores and second hcond shops.
The people we met were very nice, and it
makes one wonder where the term "cold
easterner" comes from. At one book store
the owner didn't want to take our trav-
elera! checks for the books we bought, not
because he didn't trust us, but because he
was afraid we would run out of money. He
wanted us to teke the books we bought and
send him a check when we got home; even
offere? to cash & personal check for any
amount we vanted and would hold it until
he heard from us. Reslly, we dién't look
that poor; he vas just an exceptionally
nice man,

The high point of our trip was the per-
sonally conducted tour of Natick by Max
and Ida Goldberg. Ve spent all day with
them visiting &1l the spots of interest in
and avound Natick. Their antique shop is
fascinating and Max's collection of Ori-
entel art is worth a trip in itself, At
the museum in (south) Natick we saw
Alger's rocking chair and watch, Jean
found a map from 1771 which showed the lo-
cation of her grest, grest, great, great,
grandfather's farm. We loceted the area
and the pond is still there and still
known as Hammond's pond; and the old cow
path is now a winding boulevard through
Newton, Mass. Max and Ida are perfect
hosts. Ve ended the day with a very de-

 licious turkey dinner, and over coffee ve

talked Alger. Max is a fountain of -infor-
mation on Alger.

As I said before, our Alger finds were
nil; (except for one prize object which
Max gave me). My Alger collection has
stood still for quite & while now. I
guees I'm sort of odd; but I don't like to
buy Algers by mail. I must feel, see and
gmell a book before I buy it. Except for
a few volumes given to me by friends, all
my Algers were handled and seen before I
bought. To have a collection just for the
gsake of collecting leesves me cold. The
hunt, digeing for the rare find (even a
Donohue of one I don't have) is the great-
est thrill to me. Velking into 2 book
store, looking over the shelves, finding a
title I need, then I'm in my glory. Or
going to an old farmhouse or an old attic,
following up a lead, perhape a second hand
gtore — this to me is collecting.

fGONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN)

Anybody with enough money can have a
complete collection of Algers just by ad-
vertising, but I have more time than money
ga uunting I go.

«s voCerl Hartmann, PF-102, T-80
(EDITOR'S NOTFE: I subscribe wholeneartedly
to Cerl's philosophy, yet some of us are
mors fortunste then otherg, and have bag-
ged duplicates as a result of thelr hunt,
and graciousiy offer them in the BOOX
MiRT, for members who also enjoy the hunt
but have not the time)

OBITER DICTA AEQUT THE PrAlfils

Tiith the recent acquisition of "Ac7en-
tures O0F A Telegraph Boy", I no. nuve 117
titles. Hope to soon arrive &t 121 as I
have just ordered "Julius" and "Cdls
Against Him".

Just heard from T.H. Chrischilles, PF-
138 of Algona, Iowa. "Chris" says that
he is recovering nricely from his recent
illness end is back in harness. He has
now established a stock of Algers in their
local library and had a very nice alger
write-up in the Algona newspaper. Good
work, Chris —— we need people who get
things done in the Horatio Alger Society.

Is anyone familisr with an old magazine
called "Pluck ard Luck", 'Comnplete Stories
of Adventure! ? I recently obtained # 302
March 16, 1904. The bezutiful cclor cover
picture is right out of Alger's Tom The
Bootbleck! It piectures a young bootblack
on the streets of New Yorlk, and the story

«.is titled, "From The Strect; or, Thae For-

tunes of a Eootblack", by N.5. Vood, the
Young imerican Actor. It's obvicus taat
many authors capitalized on Alger's popu-
larity and style. Another example, with
Alpger's typical alliteration is, "Toil And
Trust", by Balfour. SUill another, which
I piciked up recently is, "The Boy Broker",
by Munsey.

A warm welcome to Ralph W. Anderson, PF-
144, of Grundy.Center, Iowa. Ralph pub-
lishes The Iowe Farm Bureau Spokesman und
several other publications, including
Collectors News, which should be of
special interest to Alger Buffs. Ralph
became interested in doing & feature on
Alger in Collectors News even before he
mailed in his application and before or-
dering Gardner's book. '

Mused while compiling material for this
pending feature (to appear in March) that
I need a magic carpet to transport Ken
Butler, Forrest Campbell, Ralph Gardner,
et al, (and others) to Grundy Center so
that justice could be done to "Our Hero".
I'm hoping at least to have the benefit
of Ken Butler's presence for & dey or two
of writing and advice. Ve are counting on
the feature for additional publicity, and
attract new applicants for membership.

May, and Milwaukee will be here before
you know it. Keep working on ne. members
and start meking plans to attend the
Milwaukee Event. =30~

Jack W. Row, PF-101 T-119
R G e s e e el i




