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GOING TO MILWAUKEE? VE ARE:

PF-000
PF-00L
PF-006
PF-008
PF-024
PF-053
PF-093
PF-101
PF-135
PF-147

Forrest & Rechel Campbell

Max Friedman

Kenneth B. Butler

Mex & Ida Goldberg

Mre. Blanche Lloyd & ledy frd.
Ralph D. Gardner

Les & Bertie Langlois

Jack & Beth Row

Irving & Thelma Poznan
Charlie & Leis Gebhard

May we 2d0 your names to this list? It
may help others to decide. Enclosed is a
regicstration card for the SANDS llotel, if
you wish to stay with our group. Ve
shall ask thet our rnoms be grouped to-
gether as much s possible. Some members
with official duties may arrive on Thurs-
day, but the scheduled registration time
is Friday morning, May 20th. Individual
er group escorted tours of the city,
{optional) Fridsy afternoon. Ladies in-
viled o arrange non scheduled tours of
their own liking, 5;00 P.M. Dinner at
Waders (a German Restauvant). Friday
Fvening, Visitation and book displays in
Votel rooms. Saturday Morning, Business
session. Saturday Noon, Picrnic at the
Lehglois home (free), followed by enter-
tainment, and games with prizes, plus
Wilwaukee Journal photographs. 6:00 P.M.
Ranauet at JANLS Wotel, Committee re-~
ports, presentation of Awards, more photo-
i prephs. Sunday Morning, Farewell Break-
| fzgt, check out. Les. & Bertie ere plan-
fi ning some unexpected surprises too. Fur-
| ther details on our program will be pub-
. lished next month. To guarantee your
h' motel room tc be grouped with the rest of
us, please identify yourself as @ member
. of The Horatio Alger Society on your
‘ registration card. Please mail before
May 1st.

!- THE HORATIO ALGFR ME4ORTAL OBSERVANCE
| will be held July 12th at Glenwood Ceme-
. tery, South Natick, Massachusetts. Max
| Goldberg is already at work meking plens
“ for the occasion. This will be our Third
s Annual Memorial Observence, and we,
(Furrest & Rachel Campbell) ere making
definite plans to attend. Please inform
flax of your intentions as soon as poss-
ible. The aveam is rich with Alger lore.
" His birthplsce in Revere. His church in
Brevster (on the cape), and the Alger
heiis nesr the cemetery in Sowth Natick.
"1l ""hﬂﬂﬂ !ﬁﬁrﬁhﬂrﬁf
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS

DUES POLICY —— As we run down the home
stretch on our fiscal year, it has been
deemed prudent to do &s many organiza-
tions do with new memberships filed in
the closing months — to set up a dues re-
duction. There are strong and valid rea-—
sons for billing all members for dues for
each new year at one time. New members
received during March and April will be
st reduced dues of $3. New members re-
ceived during WMay ard June will pay at $5
but this will pay their dues in full for
the next year. This arrengement is sub-
ject to discussion and ratification by
the membership =t the Milwaukece conven—
tion. If you secure mew members now,
bear the new poliey in mind. Ve stress
that annual dues remain at #5. The re-
duction is only for late-year sdmissions.

FINE PUBLICITY ——-.This month vie have
hed two splendid assists from publications.
Anbicuarian Bookman had a brief mention

t_ g kD s Y . = N R

of the progress of our Society and the
existence of our monthly newsletter. The
werch issue of Collectors News contained
a feature story with illustrations, the
first of two installments on Alger and
his stories, flger collecting, and the
activities of our Society. . Our thanks to
llember Ralph W. Andergon, the publisgher;
to Jack Row vho suoplied material and
photogrzaphs; snd to staff writer R.G.
Cranston. It was a splendidly written
article. Thanks to Raelph also for his
generosity in gending & copy to each mem-
ber of our organization.

MEBERSHIP --- Several inguirieg came
in s a result of the AB item, and we
gained one new member already &and hope to
have more, #s & result of it. The story
in Collectors News without guestion will
bring a lively flurry of inguiries, which
will be followed up by your editor and
your president, to spread the word about
H,A.S. and to ewell our ranks. AS we go
to press we are almost at the 80-member
point. Ce&n we extend it to 100 by time
of the Milwaukee Event in May?

PARTIC 'LAR FRIEND --- Forrest Campbell's
invention of the Ragged Dick phrase "Your
Partic'lar Friend" for our letter eclosings,
club badges, etc. is cetching on. Most of
our new members use this close in the
letters they write.

(continued on page three)
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PF-145 Mr. Victor A. Albro
2622 15th Avenve,
Forest Grove, Oregon 97116

T-025

PF-146 Mr. "illard D. Thompson  T-000
‘835 So, Vest 14th _'
Portland, Oregon 97205

PF=147 Mr. Charlie Gebhard 7-025
P.0. Box No. 343
Vaverly, Iova 50677

T-016

PF-148 Mr. Paul J. Ficher
\ 18 Ritchie Road, :
Binghamton, New York 13901

PF-149  Mr. ¥illiem H. Petrecca  T-010
2026 Delencey Street, )
Philadelphia, Pa. 15103

PF-150 Mr., Peter J. Boers T-000
2419 Cerlyle
Kalamzzoo, i'ichigan 49001

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MFMBERS

In retirement, Victor and wife Julis
are setiing up in the book business,
vhich ig called BOOK SEARCHERS of the
same uddress. They have Gerdner's
book, and 25 Alpger books in stock for
regele. Their interest in our Society
is to lesrn all they can about Alger
and his bhooles.

¥Willard's introduction wes made pre-
maturely last month. I have had no fur—
ther information from him.

Charlie's membership comes by way of
Ralph Anderseon, PF-144, 2 close friend
and ares neightor. Charlie is atout 45,
merried (wife's neme is Lois), their
culy child, John is a junior in high
gchool. Charlie modestly claims to be
a vriter, but it is his current status
of a long and colorful career. Charlie
recently bought a bushel of Alger books
at an suction for pennies, but now, since
his newly acquired interest in our So-
ciety, he can find only eight of them.
Sadly enough, he suspects they were un-
intentionally burned (and we suspect
Charlie is burning too). Charlie and
Lois have visited all 48 states, not
only once, but twice, and recently to
Alaska. They collect pletes as souve-
nirs of their travels. In Charlie's
colorful past, he has served a hitch
with the Marine Corp, (YW-2), Managed
Vhite Sox Farm Team at Superior, Visc.
Has conducted recent Iowa Gubernatorial
Campaigns, served as editor of the
vaverly twin weekly papers, but for the
past 18 years has written a weekly col-
umn, Son John ig a splendid photographer
and wife Lois paints, They live five
miles east of Vaverly in a bright red
house, and we will see them all in
Milwaukee. '

Payl comes to us by way of Ralph Gard-
~¢p. Prul and his wife Florence have

®

the Gardner book ard pleesed with it.
Paul was born in 1915, does not remember
the Alger bocks but did read the Tom
Swift books, He is chief chemist for a
drug manufacturer in Binghamton. He is in-
terested in New York State Postal History,
collects stamps and coins. He and
Florence enjoy traveling and camping out.
They belong to an hirstream Travel
Trailer Club. Hopes to find some alger
books in their travels. (You will find
some in Wilwaukee Paul) Florence enjoys
them s8lso, says Paul.

%illiam saw our advertisement in AB and
ingquired of Ken Butler. Bill is ass't
to Vice President for Epgineering Affairs
of University of Pennsylvania. Collects
juvenile bLooks of late 19th and early
20th certury, especially interested in
magezine appearances. Also interested in
information on the Ragged Dick Series.
You may be interested in our comments on
the Ragged Dick series, Bill, in this
issue, and last month's issue. Possibly
Stanley Pachon's article in this issue
may also be of interest to you.

Peter comes to us by way of Max Frisd-
man, PF-001. Peter has just retired (age
65) as en employee of the local Kslamazoo
Cazette (a2 daily newspaper). He served
them for 47 vears zs a full time employee.
Ee begen his newspaper career as & sub-
stitute carrier in 1914. He went to our
local high school and was a claszmzte of
Kenneth Butler, our Society President.
Mzx Friedmasn himself hes known "Pete!
for many vears, and as a former nswsboy
(Max included), Max presented Pete with
a gift merbership in our Sociecty. Our
thanks to Max,. and a warm welcome to
Pete, and we hope you'll find time to
join d¥s in Milwaukee.

FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESX comes this

news item: Dr. David J. Thompson, newly
appointed Pacific Coast Regional Director,
became interested in Alger in the 40's
and has bteen an avid collector since that
time, having 109 titles at the present
time, including a nice first edition of
Victor Vane just picked up in Denver in
mid-February. He confesses that the col-
lection of his brother, Keith Thompson,
of Bellport, Long Island, is superior to
his. DPr, Thompson is research director
for the Ferry-Morse Seed Company, sta-—
tioned at Ssn Jumn Bentista, California.
He received his B.S. znd M.S. degree
from Cornell University in 1960. Among
other honors and memberships, he is a
Phi Beta Kzppa. In addition to alger he
collects Castlemon, E.R. Burroughs, John
Buchan, #ax Brand, Manning Coles, Lon
Marquis, Eugene Lanlove Rhodes...his in-
terests include polar exploration, Vest—
ern Americana, traditional jezz records
ard, he adds with tongue in cheek, air-
line stewardesses. (EDITOR'S NOTE: Ve
suspect that it is Mrs. Thompson to
which he refers).

Musing about Alger's characters and
story material, a couple of inrteresting
questions ccme to mixd,

{contimeld oa page three)

i
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BOOK MART

PF-006 Kenneth B. Butler, 1325 Burlinton
Road, Mendota, Illinois 61242 offers:

SLOV AND SURE Winston good
THE STORE BOY Chatterton-Peck exc.
THE TELEGRAPH BOY Fington good
TRY AND TRUST Hurst EXC.
THE YOUNG ACROBAT Hurst good
THE YOUNG #TINER Hurst good
THE YOUNG OUTLAW Donchue eXC.

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Vhen only a few books are
offered, we can allow space for actual
titles).

L A A A A ST v v S v

FROM THE PRFSIDENT'S DESK continued

Vere there any negro characters in the
Plger novels? 1If so, vhat were their
pemes and relation to the mein characters,
and in vhat stories did they appear? Ve
knov there was a mnegro boy in the early
chapters of Frank's Campaign. His name
is "Little Pomp". Czn eny of our members
f£ill us in on this interesting topical
aesnact of Alger? The Town gquire in the
typicel Alger story is a "meanie', a man
of not too high principles generally, and
alveys gleefully contemplating a mortgage
foreclosure on the home of our hero. But
vere there ary squires in Alger stories
wno were good guys? Did any of them
prove friendly or helpful? If so, it
might be interesting to print in Newsboy
the names, deeds, and stories in which a
yhite-hatted" squire held the steage.

The collecting interest of Willard D.
Thompson, of Portland, Oregon, is cen-
tered around editions of Alger printed in
foreign languages. Ve know thet his
stories were published in foreign lan-
guages (anyone know which languages?) and
it would be interesting to try to collect
these rare items. Opens up a new facet
of the hobby.

LEITERS TO THE FDITOR

Dear Fditor: I gct lots of answers to
my book mart offers in the newsletter but
everybody wanted the same book (E21ALB).

Puring my recent vacation et Miami
Reach T sttended an anticue show and
picked up & .catalog of books published by
Montgomery Merd in 1901-02. That author
do you suppose leads ell the rest:
Horatio, vith one vhole pege and scat-.
tered listings on five other pages. Tony
the Hero is the only one pictured and the
price is listed at 42¢ in the Burt, three
roses cover, (handsome cloth binding).
This is @ 356 page catalog; must list
everything in print at thet time. About
80 flger titles are listed.

Sincerely Yours, Milton Salls, PF-020

Dear Fditor: I have 21 Alger bhooks now,
not anything exciting, but I do have
some. I el=o collect Stepnen Y. Meader

‘beoks. Docs enyers have any? Jud Berry.

PRESIDENTIAL PCNDERINGS--continued

It's a fine trademark, and the type of
ereative thinking which will add zest to
our organization and help make it memor-
able.

AVARLS -—— Some of us have been working
on name changes in our Society awards, de-
fining more clearly the categories and
the basis of selection. For example, the
Ragged Dick Award, a mnotable name to Alger
enthusiessts, does not sit well with the
public at large beceause it is not under-
stood. After more refinement and thought,
the new slate of awards will be presented
later in thecse columns. We are thinking
of adding two very deserving awards,
giving us a total of four.

MILVAUKEE EVENT —— There are indica-
tions we will have an enthusiastic turn-
out for the annusl affair, being held at
the Sands Motel on the outskirts of liil-
waukee May 20,21,22, under the planning
end guidance of our vice—president, Leslie
Langlois. MNow is the time to set your
plans and to send in your reservations for
accomodetions. Your president will bring
his bootblack box and hopes to make the
trip in his 1932 Chrysler open phaeton,
and to give attendents rides in it. Com-
plete details of our program will be an-
nounced soon.

MEMBERSHIP PLA(UE —— Jack Row and your
president, with counsel of Forrest, are
working up a design for a ceramic tile
wall plague to signify Society membership,
Ve hope to have a sample for examination
and consideration at Milwaukee. The prob-
lem is not what to put on it...but what
to leave off!

HASSLE —— We are in & good-natured de—
bete with the Vorld Almansc which has
carrled the incorrect 1834 birth date of
our hero. I wrote Andrew Fisher, the ed-
itor, asking for correcticn in the next
edition, citing the biographies by liayes,
Gerdrer, Gruber, and Tebbel. iir. Fisher
denied our evidence, citing Dictionary of
American Biography, Encyclopedia Britean-
nica, Columbia Viking Desk Encyclopedia,
New Century Cyclopedia of Nemes, and Amer-
ican Authors 1600-1900. Ve turned our
rebuttal of his rebuttal cver to Forrest
Camobell and to Ralph Gardmer. Forrest
replied citing Alger's records at Hearvard
Coliege, the dates on the graveside monu-
ment at South Natick, and the fact that
Horatio, the first born, could scarcely
have been born less then two months after
his younger sister, Olive Augusta, whose
birth dste is Nov. 19, 1833. We're sure
Relph Gardner will give iir. Fisher an
egually hard time...especially since
Relph hes the advantage of being located
in the same town as the Viorld Almanac of-
fices. Ve avuit reports of his joust,
vith keen anticipation. Maybe the Horatio
Alger Society can clear away this miscon-
ception once and for all. You can just
bet that we will unleash ocur battalions
on the eforesaid encyclopedias just as
goon as Viorld Almanac is brought to heel.
Your Partic'lar Friend, Ken Builer, Pres.



T, VEEKLY Pusnmamms.
. -By S‘l’.anley A. Pachan, ; F"OS?

'p?ints of'Horatio Alger,

i-eading Hetirtal se pop-
-ynuth cf Amevi;a between

r»aatien. The first issue
opeared on Dec. 27, 1902 and ran

- for 429 consecutive issues ending March

: 1&, 19*?-' ‘This Veekly with colorful

, awvﬁrs ‘contained 32 pages of fine print
and was 8 by 11 inches in size. The 429
issues conteined every type of imagina-
tive story. From Western to Stories of
the sea., Historical and success steries
vied with stories of adventure in every
corner of the world.. Fourteen stories
by Horstio Alger, Jr. appeared here and
are as follovs: ’

#39 The Cash Boy; or, From Prison
to Fortune Sept. 19, 1903
#45 Adrift in New York; or, Dodger
end Florence Breving the World
Oct. 31, 1903
54 De&nfDunhaﬁ; or, The Taterford
\ - Mystery Jan, 2, 1904
#57 Ned Newton; or, The Fortunes of
* a New York Bootblack
Jan. 23, 1904
#58 ~The Erie Train Boy Jan. 30, 1904
#59 Paul the Peddler; or, The
Fortunes of a Young Street
Merchant Feb. 6, 1904
#60 The Five Hundred Dollar Check;
or, Jacab Marlowe's Secret
' Feb. 13, 1904
#63 ©™hil, the Fiddler; or, The Story
- of a Young Street Musician
Mar. 5§, 1904
P #65 Slow end Sure; or, From the
N Sidevalk to the Shop
Mar. 19, 1904
#68 The Young Acrobat; or, The Great
- North American Circus
i ' ) Apr. 9, 1904
#83 Only an Irish Boy; or, Andy
Burke's Fortunes Aug. 27, 1904
 #94 The Young Outlew; or, Adrift

in the Streete

Oct. 8, 1904

MQ—W} the Street BQ'Ya or,
v‘,ai;rlqa Rise From Poverty

ﬁte Algnr atories excluaivaly, this was

#105 den Psrcluy's Conrage; or, The
Fortunes ¢f a Store Boy
Dec. 24, 1904

Mr. Gerdner in his bibliography ()
credits the two part supplement in
Comfort Magazine as the first edition of
ADRIFT IN NEV YORK. I do not agree with

" him on this as all the evidence to date

points to the Brave and Bold printing as
being the first edition of this title.
(EDITOR'S NMOTE - dir. Pachon here refers
to HORATIO ALGER, cr The American Hero
Era——~Wayside Press—1964)

The second &nd only other Nick:zl Novel
publisher who reprinted "Algers" in this
format was The Lrthur Vestbrook Co. of
Cleveland, Ohio. This weas primarily &
reprint firm slthough for a short while
they did publish a number of origimpal
vorks. Seeing how steadily the books of
Horztio Alger were selling, they decided
to devote an entire library or weekly to
the works of Horatio Alger, Jr. 5o on
ey 17, 1911 they launched their BOYS
HOME WEEKLY, This ran to 40 numbers and
ended Feb. 21, 1912, It was the standard
size for this type of publication, con—
teining 32 pages and being & by 1l inches.

The Boys Home Veekly did not have the
colorful covers of the Street and Smith
publications or those published by Tousey,
being black and white against a tan baci-
ground. The publisgher's "blurb!" on the
back cover of #17 of this weekly was as
follows:

"THE BOYS HOME WEEKLY with its first
issue, lezped into the foremost place
among publications for boys and girls,
because of its radical departure from
gll others which are now on the merket.
Each week a complete story by the most
famous of all writers for boys and
girls, Horatio Alger, Jr. is issued.
lMore than fifty million copies of WMr.
Alger's books heve been sold and are
still selling at the mate of two mil-
lion copies per year, but they are
bound in cloth and are expensive, this
preventing countless thousands of boys
and girls from reading these most de—
lightful, fascinating stories.

The Arthur Vestbrook Co. in line
with its fixed policy of giving the
public the best possible stories at
the very lowest price has arranged to
print these stories with a paper cover
in THE BOYS HOME VEEKLY. The price of
THE ECYS HOME VEEKLY is only five
cents,"

ks will be noted the publisher gives
some concrete figures about the output
of Horatio Alger bocks in 1911, If the
publigher's figures are any vhere ac—

‘curate, vhere are all those millions of

"Algers" today? Although it was origin- s
ally planned to devote the publication

Nov. a.af 19% |
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'NICKEL WEFKLY PUBLICATIONS contimed:
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.?tf _
4 #1 Driven From Home; or, Carl
Crawford!s Experience May 17, 1911

2 Jack's Ward; or, The Boy
~ Guardisn

Mey 24, 1911
3 The Store Boy; or, The Fortures of
Ben Barclay May 31, 1911
4 Sam's Chance and How He Improved It
June 7, 1911
| 5 Grit, The Young Boatman of Pine
:I ! Point June 14, 1911
\ Shifting For Himeelf June 21, 1911

Facing The Torld June 28, 1911

Prave And Bold July 5, 1911

o ;. o~ O

Tpm,.The Eootblack July 12, 1911

10 Do And Dzre July 19, 1711

11 The Cach Boy July 26, 1911

Hector's Inheritance Aug 2, 19211

5

13 The Young Adventurer; or, Tom's
Trip Acrogs The Pleins Aug 9, 1911
1/, The Young Salesman Aug 16, 1911
15 Tony, The Tramp; or, Right is
Might Ang 23, 1911
16 Adrift In New York Auvg 30, 1911
17 Paul, The Peddler; or, The Fortunes

Nf A Young Street Merchant
Sept 6, 1911

18 Phil, The Fifidler; or, The Story of
& Young Street Musician
Sept 13, 1911

Slow And Sure; or, From The Street
To The Shop Sept 20, 1911

20 Julius, The Street Boy; or,
Nnut Vest Sept 27, 1911

In A New Vorld; or, Among The Gold
Fields of Australia Oct. 4, 1911

- 22 Pound To Rise; or, Up The Lzdder
| Oct 11, 1911

Risen I'rom The Ranks; or, Harry
Viglton's Success Oct 18, 1911

t | 24 Herbert Certer's Legacy; or, The
y Inventor's Son Oct 25, 1911

26 'Sﬁrqggiink Upward Nov &, 1911

28 Luke VWelton; or, The Chicago
Newsboy Nov 22, 1911
naﬁ-lga 1911

Dec 27, 1911

You just can't help
your ovwn heart.

34 Andy Gordon Jan. 10, 1912

Joe's Luck; or, Alweys
Viide Awzke

B

Jan. 24, 1912

37 The Young Outlaw; or, Adrift In
The Streets Jan. 31, 1912

38 Strive i£nd Succeed; or, The Progress
0f Vialter Conrad Feb, 7, 1912

40 Making His Way; or, Frenk Couriney's
vtruggle Upward Feb. 21, 1912

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Our thanks to Stenley
for this complete and sccurate informa-

tion)
B e eyt e et e o
COMMENTS ON READING ALCER — (Editor)

I mede an error in my comments on page
4, paragraph 2, (February Issue) vhere I
eredit Ragped Dick's reward of a thousand
dollers for saving the life of a child.
Actually the reward was for identifying
Mark, the Match Boy as the long lost
grandson of Mr. Bates. No one corrected
me, 8o 1 hereby correct myself.

O0f the many Alger stories that have
been re—-issued in book form with an en-
tirely different title or at least a
title variation, I believe that none of
the six stories in the Ragged Dick Series
have been re-issued with a different
title.

I have noticed that, except for Iew
York, and passing references to other
lzrge cities, the home-towns of our many
heroes, are always fictifticus. Horatio
never pin-pointed a New York street loca-
tion by number. The customary reference
was No. ~—— Broadway, etc. But in spite
of this I still say that when the setting
is in New York City, the Alger stories
contain a treasury of historical know-
ledge. Certain things I cannot conceive,
and "mud on Broadway" is one of them.

I have just resd Ben, The Luggage Boy,
for the third time, seegking historical
referencegs. I find that Horatic did have
a sense of humor, though dry, it was, and
seldom used. Ben was small in size, and
I quote an incident from Chapter 3 in
vhich he is applying for a store-job:

"If you don't want to hire me, I'1ll go,"
said Ben, independently.

"/ell, young man, I'm afraid you'll
heve to go. The fact is, we should have
to higher you before we could hire you;"

and the clerk laughed at his witticism.

The language of the street-boys is
often amusing. Reference: Chapter one:
"That don't go down!" is an expression
often used vhen in doubt, or in dis-
belief. Alger was a Master in his por-
trayal of the street-boys. You just can't
help seeing them through his eyes.
loving them in
_ Horatio tells & story
thet has lasted & hundred years. Hooray
for Horatio.

Your Pertic'lar Friend, (the Fditor)

p—_ - i ;—‘-—-A_‘ 3
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.{_EBITGR'S NOTE: Jack hastens to zdd that
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ﬁm'rm DICTA ABOUT THE PRAIRIE REGION

'Kbn’Bﬂﬁlur and Doris Sibigtroth of
Mendota, Illinois, were in Clarion last
week-end (February 13th). Ve enjoyed
very much heving them here. The air was

thick with Alger talk the whole time.
Ken‘and I worked on the pictorial fea-
ture for the Nes Moines Sunday Register
(circulation about 560,000). Picked out
a number of bnoks for their color pic-

theaa rhila I we*ked,on sto"y material.

By the time you read this, you should
‘have received a free copy of Collectors
Newvs — cogpliments of Ralph Anderscn,
PF-144 (publisher). Ralph cecided to

continue the feature in the April issue
in order to do justice to the volume of
‘material available.

Have you made your reservations for
#ilwaukee yet? Hope thet those of you
cdxiving will bring some of your best
fio v material. Fach of us can then
diunley same in our -room gt the motel.
fcadn't it be of interest to see what
the other guy collects? I'm sure that
there are many kinds of collectors and
collections. Vhat is YOUR specialty?
First editiens? 01d, well-read copies?
Do you ga for matched sets, or mix them
up? How about the small Hurst (4 X 6")
editions? I now have 12 titles in this
size, and I wonder how meny more vere
published? How many publlshers printed
the common titles? TFor example, I now
hesve 10.different editions of Phil The

- Fiddker — and it's probably just a

start.

Just heard from Charles Bragin of
Brooklyn, ¥.Y., vho has the Gruber Alger
biogranhy for sale. He commented that
Gruber had. sold his entire collection,
and that the purchaser hsd sent his pri-
vate vlane to pick up the books. Who
was the buyer? Ve shoula ask him to
join the H.A.S,

I'm inclined to disagree vith my
friend Carl Hartmann's statement that,
"pnybody vith enough money can have &
complete collection of Algers just by
advertising.” I think the pickings are
mighty slim vhen it comes to the better
I've written over 200 letters
to more than 30 states in the last year
--— to derlers, collectors, etec., and
have seldom been offered more than Dono-
hues, Hursts and other comwon publishers
and titles. I don't think £lger books

ere in the same category as coins and
‘stamps.,

fuyone wanting a complete col-
lection of Indien Head pennies, for ex-
ample, cen buy them st most any coin

ghop. Stert meking your plans for 1idl-
waukee! It's only about 10 weeks away!
=30~ Jack V. Row, PF-101 T-126

» Des Moines Sunday Register feature
Alger and our Society will be
qungg 1@ ugy in ﬂﬂﬂar to pub-

MORE LETCFRS 1O Tl | |Ifr‘ﬂ

Dear Editor: I was particularly in-
trigued by your mention of Jack Row's ef-
forts to collect as many editions of
"Phl the Fiddler" as well as a complete
set of small size Hursts. Jack heas the
right ideall! Even though it's my

opinion that any member who puts in
enough time and effort can get an almost
complete set of Algers, this definitely
is & long term project (it took me more
than 25 years), any of us can have lots

of fun zlong the way by doing what Juck

suggests., Like Jack, I've for many years
been trying to get as many different edi-
tions as poseible of 2 Alger titles: "The
#500 Check" (especially interesting be-
czuse of the many title variations under
which it was publighed); "The nrie Train
RBoy!" (simoly because it's among my favor-
ite Alpger stories); and "Tony the Hero".

A friend of mine collects all the I.Y.
Book Co. editions he can find, saying
that when he was a kid and these were
sold for a dime in NLoolworth's, he never
could spare the dime. Today, collecting
those issues gives him pleasure.

It has always been my feeling that the
main purpose of collecting (eor any hobby)
is pleasure. And Algers is one hobby
where one who loves the stories, as I as-
s ime most PF's do, can get as much enjoy-
ment from reprints &s from first editions.

I think a good set of Winstons (some
have nice color illustrations) beautifies
any bookshelf. A long row of Hursts are
attractive and those small size Hursie
that Jack seeks &re lovely. I'm particu-
larly fond of those small Hursts as the
first Alger I read —— "The Cash Boy" is
in that edition. I still have it and it
will always hold the Number One place of
horor on my bookshelf.

In April I've been invited to lecture
on Horatio &t the University of Viyoming
at Laramie. I'1l be at their School for
American Studies where I understand, they
have a course that is greatly interested
in Horatio Alger, and the success litera—
ture of the American Hero Era. Right up
my alley. I'll report on this at Jdilwau-
kee if Xen desires.

Regards -— Cordially, Ralph D, Gardner
P O R R HEEHER MR HEHELEBERNERERER EE AR

LATE BULLETINS: —

Vice President Langlois reports that
the menagement of SANDS Motel have dis—
counted the room rates as shown on the
enclosed reae;vation card especially for
us. Single rooms, $8.50 up; Double rooms,
$13.00 up; Twin beds, $14.50.

President Butler reports another new
members:

PF-151 Mr. Reymond V. Miottel T-000
18,5 Stanhope Road, (48236)
Grosse Pointe Woods, lich.

(Introduction vill be given next month)
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