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STQRY OF THf-: JIULY~AUKEE EVENT PRESIDENTIAL PONDhRINGS 

·PF-000 
PF-001 
PF-Oc6 
PF-024 

THOSE tTTFNDING 

Forrest & Rachel. Campbell 
Max Friedman 
K-enneth B. Butler 
Gilbert & H.e'+en V'estgard, 
and Helen's son.Fddie 
Mrs. Bl-anche G. ,Lloyd 

. R~ lph D. Ga:rdner 
PF-034 
FF-053 
PF-093 Les & Berti,e Langlois J 

and daughter Marcie 
PF-099 Paul :louse . , 
PF-lOl Jack & Beth Row 
PF-102 · C.arl Ha.rtm€:nn 
PF-1~ Herbert & Esth.er Risteen 
PF-135 · Irving Poznan 
PF-142 DE•n & Molly Fuller 
PF-ll+4 Rzlph & Irene Anderson 
FF-153 DGrel Leipold 
PF-156 ~.~rs. Bette _acbinson 
PF-166 George & Dixie Jiller 
PF-167 Mrs. Cecelia D. V'ild 
PF~l68 Dr. Joseph P. f'ild, M.D. 

Guest Dqri~ Sibigtroth 

EDITOR'S NOTE: There vrere 14 members 
oresent at the 1965 Menc'lota Affair. \!e .. . - ;, ... . . 
have broken our ov:n reccrd by more than 
twenty five per cent. 

HEADQUJIRTERS SANDS r~OTEL 

The motel of recent.design, is buil~ 
around an inner court vrhich is used for 
parking- The building is three stories 
high, with hotel type corridors running 
through the entire building. Sever~l 
entrances and elevators made. it conven­
ient to get to our rooms. Our roams i·:ere 
all p.rouped together as much ~s possible. 

·A spacious anc _priv~te di·nin~ room and 
meeting room was placed at our disposal. 
A complete coffe,e shop v•as aveilsble 
across the. court as well as &n enclosed 
and heated swimming pool. lf'e were not 
exposed to the sounds of street treffic 
and other than our own jovial merriment, 
v:e were not disturbed. The v.reather w~s 
ideal, the rooms v:e.re .comforteble, E:nd 
the service was VTonderful, for which V' e 
express our gnati.tude and pprn:eciatio~ to 
the rnena.geme~t and employees of the 
Sar.ds Motel. vre left Sunday morning 
:· ~freshed, e~ with good wi~ • . 

.ANNUAL CONVENTION --- Our Milv1a.ukee 
Event is histo~, and what a ·nice meet it 
was! Thanks to Les and Bertha Langlois 
for their hospitality and arrangements, 
thanks to those \"1ho brought such fascin­
ating exhibits.' · Thanks to the committees 
V'.'ho worked intelligently and ·forthrightly. 
It ~as a harmonious meeting, signifying 
growth and progress in aver:J facet of our 
operation. 

Jack Row 1 s priceless exhibit (he won a 
Tho~pson-Thomas issue of Phil the Fiddler 
for h~s collection) · spurred all of us, I 
am sure, to try to outdo him at the Des 
Moines Session. · Our c.wards program YJ ent 
vrell, and v:e V'Jere sorry that Max and Ida. 
Golcberg could not be present in person 
to receive the "valued services" Luck and 
Pluck c.wa:-d, a neVI one instituted this 
year. 

Our Pagged Dick v1inner, Robert Claudio, 
a fine young h~ro~ Our finances in good 
shape·. Our nev1sletter openly ap_t.>lauded 
for freshness, newsiness, atrl J.lger lore. 
It ended ~ll too soon. Your president 
has a ·wel],-sunburned bald pate from his 
afternoon :in the· 5U.n in the ·Langloi.s 1 

be,autiful back yard. Loved it, food &nd 
all. · 

Chalk up still another reason for at­
tending a Horat:i.o Alger annual conven­
tion: conservatively, at least 300 .t1lger 
titles ~ere offered for purchase, barter, 
give-awey. Jack had a ·lot of free 
goodies, and our ·youngest (Eddie West­
enrd) did not pass the 40-title mark 
v:i thout a fe...,! bargain basement ucquisi­
tions, I arr S';lre. 

OUR NEV: YEAR '-- ' ti• embers hE:ve a right 
to knov: whc:t our progrf.m is for the next 
twelvemonth. First, I will try to de­
serve the very greo.t honor you have be­
;.:tm,;ed in asking me to serve a second 
year. \' e V!ill l:;eek to build membership 
in order to increase our ecyuaintances, 
hel' develop number5 for local or re­
gionel gathe-rings; and for larger fun<!s 
to increase our services to members • . 
Added membPrship also incre&ses the tempo 
and the arena of our influence. 

. ( continuea - page 2) 
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,JUNErl966 ,P,fiFsiD~NTIAL PO~EtUNGS: Our New Year -
• I • ~ 

. .. n 
.·• ~ ,:=..rR3 CH.tNGE • OF ADDRFSS · · 

?F'-024 Mr.' Gilbert l(. V estgatd, II 
123 Clyde Avenue, 

· · ' Evanston, IlliriGis ; · ' · 

PF-128 Mr. ·Harland H. Eastman 

• t • i . 

'66 Main Street, · ' 
fpringval'e, 'Maine · 

tiD'. ·Mt,\~BERS RFPO~.TED · • :,, 
L ( • I:· 

( ' 

60202 

0408:3 

PF-164 Mr. Steve 'Press ,., ·, .. . T-'000 
290 East Sidney Avenue; . 
~!taunt Vernon, New York 10553 

; , : ' : • •, I _; ' .: ... , ; ' .· 

PF...:l65 'MrS'.~ 'Roy· H. (Viola) . James T-Oll 
i. • '105 r._est High'.. Street, 
,· · · ~~orfison,- l:llinois· 61270 

'· . . . 
PF -!66 · M-r~ George· "G-. · Mi1.ler 

182-3 Boeger~ Avenue, 
1r.estchesterj Illinois .· 

. ~... ; ... ;'f 

T-010 

60156 

PF-167 Mrs. Cecelia D. Wild 
3033 W. Bonniwell Rd. 

·Me<:ruo'n,. 'Vfi•&consin 

T-030 
136 No. 

53092 
. ( : . . ,. : . : '! _, ~ . , 

Dr. · Joseph P. ~ f 1ild, M.D. 
3033 r·. ·Bdrllli'Vt-ell -Rd .. ·136 
M'eauon,' 'fisconsin · 

PF..:.l69 ' Mr. Don G~ Shinne·r ·· ·. 
1di7 East st ·Clair; · 
Missouri Valley, Iowa 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
' ' ; . . : . . 

T-030 
No. 

53092 

T-004 

51555 

·· 5teve' heard :' of' us - thr~mgh publicity in 
the Jl.B • He· had ptevio'lllsly-: rea.tl Tebbel' s 
book, ' then delighted ;to ;lebrn. of our 
SoCiety and an:Xious to read· 'the . book 
which bei::rrs ;our\ stamp of ' approval. Steve 
has lived 'in · and-' aro~nd NYC -'all hi-s life 
and has appeared behind the footlights. 
He played the part of the young boy in 
THE DIARY OF ANNE • FRANK over· 700 times in 

' a cr6ss-coimtry to~) · including the old 
Pab'st Theatre: in Milt:a:ukee. ·Steve has a 
degree 'in dramif· f:rom ·NYU which led. to . 
his career as a plaY'~right. He ' has just 
cb'mpleted a: · new play ' and feels -that an 
Alger opus will '.,eventually find its way 
to the sta-ge.' Perhaps there is yet hope 
for my otm- ori9am,: ; :~H~- BOY FROM THE 00\'ERY. 

Viola heatd of; US· through the Des 
M-:>ines Register pbblicity. "' The books be­
long to her husband, but th~ membership 
belongs to Viola. George and Dixie are 
friends of Jack and Beth Row. Their in­
tere:Jt stems from a professional job of 
sr.tlesmanship. So, if you can't fight 'em, 
then join 1 em! r elcome to. board. Dr. l'ild 
ano his wife, are both members. They 
heard of us through the Milwaukee Jou~­
nfll. They shov1ed up at our banquet and 
vrent eway with an autographed copy of 
Gardner's book. Don heard of us through 
George Setman. His application >.as 
awaiting Ken Butler upon his retur~ home 
from Milwaukee. Our goal was 100 mem­
bers by convention time--and v:e just 
made it. Don has nostalgic memories from 
hi.s boyhoocl days. Don't we all. 

· contip:~~q: _, 
•,4 •• 

re hope to provide funds to -add -pictures 
occasionelly to Th~ New:::; boy • .. he hope to 
make some progress on a valuation guide . 
v:e hope to get some books • in libraries; 
the v10nderful exhibit at the Milwaukee 
Publi~ · L.ibrary , s):lows us that. )). lg~ can be 
built into more thC!-n : just bQoks for circu­
lation -- v:e C13l\ :inform the public e:.bout 
our hero's -r.ork a,pd - social influence. . 

In the n~~ year~~ Qope ~o . broaden ~the 
scope of our s~:r;v:ieet3 • . . Examp+e:. Gilbert 
V'estgard v;il;l .try t-o : F?:Ovide f!Ussing p&ges 
in your coll.eotio~; . anc;l if. ,that is not 
possible, photographic inserts to m~e 
those editions - ~Of!lpl~te • . We wil], enla rge 
and improve our "·i_Il~mbership, packagen tha t 
goes to those v1ho, .-inqui_:re_ about ~embership 
in our society. v.f;l _ hqpe ; t .o add one o.r t v10 
significant avmrds. ,..~ W~ hope to continue 
the wonderful fea.tll!'~ : a nd news covera ge of 
Newsboy. v:e hope; , tq. get .Jil9re activity on 
a regional basi,s-;. -.. We ):lope to have more 
regional - nev:~_ let~~;r~ in Newsboy• r;~ hope 
to print reore r~seSFcb and comment Qn· 
Alger1 s heroe.s anp stories •.. v.e hop.e to 
issue our membership roster twice yearly. 
Finally, we hop~ ·to , culrnipa~e our y~ar 
with a greater-than-ever convention in 
Des Moine~, - with at. leas_t~ 50 members , pre­
sent, though we were .well pleased to lla.ye 
19 at Milwauke~. -. · · 

f1l!SSING PAGES SERVICES -- ll'e made men­
tion of a. new .servict:~ _we hope to build 
under the guidance of Gilbert Westgard. 
If you are mi~sing a . page, titl€ page, 
etc., ·write Gilbert et- his new addreps. 
The front and, ,back ·wiilL be r ,ep,ro_duced. 
photographic~lly -if G,ilberl has -the book, 
even ·an actu~ p~ge i~ availab~e. To 
achie;ve this latte:r;;, , please .sel:ild tp Gil­
bert . any total],y dis_figured, coverless, 
or forlorn Alg.~r ;books yo~ don~t Y!ant.,. 
That b_eat-up bo:olc may contain just the 
page that -,someone .. ne_e.os to- make complete 
an otherwise. p-rized volume • . \hen photo­
graphy. is req,P.r,~d., Gilbert will make a 
modest charge ~or,his .~aterials . . 

. l . . 

fiENEVITNG .COV.Ea CLOTH· ~ ~~is tip fr~m 
Ralph Gar9.ner,· to r:estore and clean shabby 
covers: . ( l}. Dust, b:Qok thorougtlly with 
clean cloth. ('2.) .• R~b vaseline on cloth 
·portion of. cover·, . le-fl,.ve it sta,nd an ;hour. 
(3). \ ipe off ~ith. . clean Gl.oth. (4). 
t"Tipe ag-ain, ,briskly, using another clean 
cloth. Sotinc;ls good. I 1m going to try it 
on one of my duplicates, not so much to 
test Ralph's idea as to test my own 
dexterity. 

VALUES OF ALGER BOOKS --- The excellent 
color spread in the Sunday Les i~oines 
Register (May 8th) brought many letters 
from Iowa readers requesting information 
on the worth of Alger books in their pos­
session. Each article on Alger points up 
the need for some kind of a booklet as­
secsing epproximate values. The need is 
not so much to guide our m,n members, 
(though newer hobbyists v:ould welcome 
such help) as it is to help us convince 

(continued- page 5) 
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~~~.::;::~o· AUKEE EVENT.: continued .:.....: 
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Rom4 EXH.I BIT 8 
J I • ' I ' 

. President Butler, end Jack Row arrived 
on Thursday, wi tl1 ,othet's· · a.rri Ving early 
Frinay morning. 'They m~de use of this 
addit.io.nal time ~h preparing interesting · 
cis-plays. The hifthl:ights of .Tack Ro·w Is 
display included a complete set of the 
eleven A~ger books.s~ppqsedly completed 
PY Stratemeyer; S:i.xtaen diffe':"ent edi­
tions of Phil, the Fiddle-r; About eight 
or. ten sma~l siz~ Hurst editions, A half 
dozen or so of . the ;"'inston ·Library edi­
tions, and ahout as . mcl'ny bePutifully ' 
bound H~nry T~ Coate~ editi'ons, plus 
some duplic&tes. :· · . -;' 

President,B:utler's di~~lay ' was high­
lighted V'i th his' authentic . boot black 
hox on. whic~ he hfd painted the · name 
"TOM 11 end three _r-mll placques on clispley 
but with the recipiEmt'r s ·.Mm·e tanta­
lizingly concealed with tape. He also 
had an enormous cti'spiay 'of ··press 
clippings. 

Other. ciispl'ays ~ricluded V!estgard 1 s 
v;ith.. ~ SUpply of ALGEft. STREET' Camp- . 
bell's A~ger picture, two v.rall hangings 
and several books about Horatio. House, 
Hartmann, Lloyd and'~riedman also had 
book displays or books ·· for sale. 

. . ' . ! 

MILVJAUKEE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The tour of the city Friday afternoon 
included a visit to; the famous Horti­
cultural Conserv'atory ' at Mitchell Park, 
and was highlighted by a visit to the 
'·~ib<aukee Public Library . Previously, 
the enti-re collection of A.lger books 

. owned by Gardner· Dalton, PF-045 t:as 
oo'nated to th.is. Library end many of them 
v•ere o,n Clisplay. ' The exhibit is on the · 
balco'ny level of th·e Main lobby. ' There 

1 are perhaps !1. dozen glass enclosed cabi­
nets '''i th various bo~k arrangements. On 
the wall .behind ea·ch cabinet \'Jere· en­
larged reproductions of the illustra­
tions found' in the Alger books. ,. · 

R~DER'S GERMAN RESTAURANT 

At six p.m. we dined at lvleder' ·s, with 
tvJenty-two present. V'e v:ere served at 
five .tables in the public dining room. 
The menu consisted entirely of Gerrne.n 
dishes, and the wei tresses viere attired 
in authentic fraulein costumes. Souve­
nir brochures of Meder's \'lere passed 
around for e.utogrl1phing· by those of our 
pDrty. r·e then returned to our rooms. 

ALGER STREET 

., 

The corridor between our rooms could 
have been nDmed Alger Street appropd­
ately enough, however, oo one present 
thought to do so. Butler did have a pla­
card on his noor with this inscription: 
KEN, TH'E SOOK-BOY, or V1HFRE IS fH WAN­
DEP!W; f,C':CI~G 'T'ONIGllT? ( obviousl:r an­
c·ftt>-c Jl._:~r ~·no::. t title, d,"n't you think) 

The ·door to each room was like t he en­
trance· -to a used .book store. lilDrr; arl"is 
uere loaded with books. some new t i tles 
must have been added to individual col­
lection~ this night. Eddie Westgard who 
weig'b.ed- in with 24 -titles. left Stmday 
with 40 titles. I guess no one ca n top 
his record.. After renewing .old acquaint­
ances l'l.nd making ·new: ones :r the shops v:ere 

· closed s:nd . deserted, but . only to recon­
vene in the coffee shop across- the -court . 

THE BUSINESS ,SEBSION 

Before·. our Saturday morning business 
meeting started, a local man appeared 
with a box o.f some.lOO . Alger books. No 

·meeting can be conducted under such cir­
cumstences. Our business just had to 
r.'ai t. However, in less then ten minutes 
the gentlemen had sold -all his books and 
left with a. little money in his pocket, 
and happy smiles on some of our f·aces. 

After roll call, reading of minutes, 
and financial report, .·it v1as decided t hat 
vte had enough. money on hand to proceed 
with our proposed .membership tile p;ro­
·ject. Reduc,ed · dues for. juvenilP. m.embers 
v1as discussed .-and we voted to discon­
tinue. A set of proposed By La~IS were 
read by committie chairman Carl Hartmann 
and presented for adoption. President 
Butler named the following committies: 
Budget; Campbell, Lloyd ·and Butler. Nomi­
nating: Campbell; Anderson and Poznan. 
1967 Convention: Row, Gardner and Hart­
mann. · Corrections~ V·.estgard and House. 
Service: ~estgard. The .first three com­
mitties were asked to report at the · 
evening session. 'Meeting adjourned 
a short time before · noon. 

·THE PICNIC LUNCH · 

It was a bright · sunny day and the 
· group gathered on the .warm slopes of the 
. Langlois' terraced back. yard. A smorgas­

bord lunch had been prepared by caterers 
arn the outdoor setting pu~ceeded in 
whetting our appetites. After the ser­
ving table had .been cleared., Les brought 
out about 100 Alger duplicates and 
offered 'them for sale at cost. The ones 

· remaining could have be.en picked up in a 
· sm~ll basket. Croquet was enjoyed by 
mixed te~ms, and the game of horse shoe 
we:s enjoyed by the men. Much time was 
spent in hunting for the shoes as a re­
sult of v:ild .pitches from the novices. 

We also were invited to see the Lang­
lois home, including the envi~ble and 
nearly complete Alger collection of 
Les 1 s. He explained that many of his 
first editions vtere temporarily loaned to 
the Milwaukee Public Library. It being 
Berties birthdny, we all sang Happy Birth­
day to her, and For he's a jolly good 
fellow to Les. Committies could be seen 
in va-rious corners plotting the future of 
our Society for the coming ficce l year. 
Ftegretfully, W!.> lP.ft f0r the l"'otel +,o 
prer:a re f or t.h-: e ;E> ;l. r 3 h fl..1. l "t. , c~r!"ring 
a·~or. y 01 ';' ). :--c t :· l ·) :w:.~ ~ ... 
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THE MILWADXEF EVENT: continued 

THE BANCUET AND BUSINESS I:)ESSION 

The ba~uet was held in ~ private 
dining room at the Sands Motel. Again a 
smorgasbord dinner was served to nineteen 
members, v·ives, guests, and our Ragged 
Dick A~ard recipient Robert Claudio, for 
a total of 30 people. New members ap­
proved before the dinner was served in­
cluded George Miller, a close friend of 
Jack and Beth Row, and Dr. Joseph P. 1/'.fild 
M.D. and also his wife Cecelia D. Wild. 

Our Ragged Dick Award recipient, Robert 
Claudio was selected from the senior 
class at Boys' Technical High School of 
:,r,ilvmukee, by a committee headed by Vice 
President Leslie-Langlois. Rob~rt is 17 
years of age, bot>n in Nev1 York City on 
October 31, 1948. Robert's parents came 
from Puerto Rico. Robert's father is 
deceased. Robert lives with his mother 
and three younger brothers at 2434 North 
Booth Street, Milwaukee. · Robert is small 
in fize for his age, has coa.l black hair 
and eyes. Vl'hen Mr. Claudio died, Mrs. 
Claudio b-rought her four boys to Milv:au­
kee to live-~here they could be near 
their grancparents~ Ro~rt is interested 
in music · and drama. He plays the saxo­
phone and · clarinet, and takes part in his 
class· plays. Robert \iill c~mtirme his 
education at U.T.I. in Milwaukee and will 
study in the field of electronics. He 
currerttly supplements family income under 
direction of the Neighoorhood Youth Dorps 
of Hilwaukee , .. and is an assistant to his 
music teacher. In our opinion, Robert is 
a typical Alger hero and especially qual­
~fies as 11 A NEV! YORK BOY" and 11THE YOUNG 
~i.USIC IJ\l~. II 

1Jo'hile waiting for press photographers, 
President· Eutler opened the. evening busi­
ness ·session by asking for the report of 
the Budget {;ommittee. The Committee pro­
?Qsed r>. budget for the fiscal year 1966-
1967 of-~650.00, based upon an extremely 
lovr estimate of 130 members. It wc.s 
noted that we had 99 members at that time. 
t"e "'ere one short of our self imposed 
quota of 100 members by convention time. 
The budget was approved and adopted. 

~he Nominating Committee next to report 
recommended the reelection of Kenneth 
Butler (cheers) for President; For Vice 
President to re?lace Les Langlois who did 
not vrish the office another year, the 
Committee placed in nomination the name 
of Jack Row (cheers). The Committee re­
commended t.he reel'3ction of Mrs. Blanche 
Lloyd for the office of Sec'y-Treas. 
(cheers). For the tr!o offices of Board of 
Directors allowed by qur Articles of In­
corporation, the Committee recommended 
the ne.mes of Ralph Gardner and Carl Hart­
mann (cheers). There were no other nomi­
nd.ions, and t.he proposed slate of of­
ficers r:ere unanimously elected. 

J~ck Row reporting for the 1967 Con­
vcrt:i.on C'o:nmittoe, and actinp, :'or all of 

Banquet & Business Session: continued--

our Society members from the State of 
Iowa, invited the members to hold the 
next convention in Des Moines. (cheers}. 
J'ack, speaking for the cormnittee and the 
Iowan members, promised us the biggest 
and best convention ever. (more cheers). 
Needless to say, the invitation was 
accepted. 

In announcing several av.ards, our Presi­
dent presented a boot-black figurine to 
R~lph Anderson, publisher of Collectors 
News in recognition of service to our 
Society for recent publicity in his 
monthly publication- (cheers)~ 

The President declared the room exhibit 
of Jack Row to be the best, and promised 
Jack, upon his return to ~~endota, another 
edition of Phil, The Fiddler to a6d to 
his collection. (cheers}. 

President Butler at this point acknow­
ledged with regret, the message from 
Paul & Frances Soini, that due to circum­
stances beyond their control, they v10uld 
be unable to attend as scheduled. He 
annou'nced a similar message with his 
regrets, from Max and Ida Goldberg. He 
was especially disappointed, he remarked, 
since the next award had !:.~ax 1 s name upon 
it. The Award was in the form of a ~:all 
placque &nd identified as the Society's 
LUCK AND PLUCK Award. He stated that it 
VJas in recognition of meritorious service 
to the Society in conducting the past two 
annual Alger Memorial Observances in 
South Natick. 

. The President reminded us that the 1964 
Nl;'i."SBOY Av.ard went to Ralph D. Gardner 
for his· book-HORATIO ALGER, or The Ameri­
can Hero Era. He also explained that al-

. though a bit late, the 1965 NEV;SBOY Award 
goes to Gilbert K. Westgard for his book 
ALGER STREET, The Poetry of Horatio Alger, 
Jr. ' ( eheers) • 

The 1966 NEV·:SBOY Award went to Forrest 
Campbell for his Alger-type story (in 
serial for~ as a supplement to the news­
letter 1963-1965), THE YOUNG POST MASTER . 

The RAGGED DICK Award, recently referred 
to as our New t,TRIVE JIND SUCCEED AwCJ.rd, 
in the form of a check in the amount of 
one hundred dollars was presented to 
Robert at this time. Robert's acceptance 
speech in typical Alger hero style ~as 
the finest speech of its kind that I have 
ever heard. V~hen asked if he had ever 
read any of Horatio Alger's books, he re­
plied, 11 No, sir; I was not familiar with 
the author or his stories, until I was 
informed of this award. Then I became 
interested • 11 Vice President Langlois 
promised to give him several copies. 
Robert asked to be excused since he was 
.scheduled t~ appear in his class play 
that evening. As he was about to be 
Vlhisked away in a waiting cab, your edi­
tor presented Robert nith the complete 
story of The Young Postmaster. He left 
us amid much applause and cheering 'fr:oii 
all prr:-sent. 
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THJ: !:liLY'AUKEE EVENT: Banqu.et & Business 
Session: continued --

(EDITOR'S NOTE: After the banquet it oc­
curred to me that we should have a copy 
of Robert's Award Acceptance. Speech, so 
Vice President Langloi~ called Robert at 
his first opportunity • . Here is :his reply) 

Dear Mr. Campbell 

I would like to~.thank you for the (a) 
copy of The Young Postmaster. Saturday 
night v•l-}en I arrived home after the 
school ple.y (which was a complete suc­
cess) I read chapt~r I . ., .I must congra­
tulate you on y.oul'· , cha~acteristic 
writing.. I am r~ding .-you:r book 
( sto:ry). every chance •I. get. I knov: I 
v·ill enjoy it very much. 

''1r. Langlois calle(! me and told .m~ 
you wanted a. copy qf: my speec~. Ac­
tually_! hadn't prepar~~ it unti~ I 
rode the bus to the motel. I knew I 

,l'tould have to .say.s i;ew :wo,rds -. so I 
thought about it o.n the way to Sandf!. 
I d~d not write it .do:wn "Qut I 4id re­
member it. Y.;ou ,w,1ll ·find a copy en-

.. cJ.9sed. ;r am gratef\11 to you .for · 

. wanting t _o print my -speech and I only 
~i~h that more yol.lng. _people wquld 
lee.rn .about Hor~ti.o ·Alger:. 

~·· .:. 

~hank yo~ onee a.gatn for _the ·{a.) 
~ · .cppy .of your book {stprry) • 

Sincerely yours, .,~bert; A. Claudio 
. {Zip Code 53212) 

ROBERT'S AFARD ACCEPTA-NCE SPEECH 

I would. first !ike. tq tha~~ you for 
t}lis aw.ard • . Jiorp.td,.o, .A),..ge:r's ideal 
"from rags, .to. ,r.iche.s" .is a very good 
one.. } .rryone. c~n ··succeeq if they have 
~he wtllingness ~o sucQee~ • . They can 
overcome any oQ5ta~le . in .their path. 
rith the wrong spirit in mind they 
v:on't succeeQ. ... .. ~'ii-th.· the; pruper spirit 
ar1d proper, .g'Qida.nc.e they will succeed. 
Thank you. .. . 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: It was necessary for 
Robert to leave before the press photo­
grapher arrived. If Robert will supply 
us vrith a negative, we will have prints 
made and enclose with the August Issue) 

RALPH GARDNER SPEAKS 

Ralph was invited to speak, and did so. 
He held our interest for the balance of 
the evening, inviting questions as he 
progressed. Recalling an interesting item 
regarding the name of Horatio Alger, your 
editor rudely interrupted to announce 
th~t a · ~n in l\alama.zoo claims to have 
had a buddy in the army by tl)e name of G. 
Roratio.Alger • . They were . station~d at 
Augusta, Georgia in 1942. LPst seen in 
California when.their outfit sp~it up. 
This man ha~l.e~ ·from New York State Elnd 
wo.uld. be about 50 years · old ,today. Can 

.someone s~ggest a way .. to check this out? 
Sorry for the i~terruption, Ra~ph. 

• PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS: Values of Alger 
Books - continued: 

folks, who think they have a fortune, that 
their average Alger boolcs are probably 
worth much less; that our member is not 
trying to beguile him out of them. I have 
replied to all inquiries which came my 
v,ay. I am sure only a few of my corres­
pondents believe I gave them an honest 
evaluation. A guidebook such as I sug­
gest would not be simple or cheap, unless 
someone can come up with a formula that 
can be stateQ. -briefly. One hundred and 
fifty titles ·times an average of eight 
publishers times five states of condition 
adds up to 6 ,.000 ent_rie's! . 

Your Partic'~ar Friend, Ken Butler 

THE . UND-UP, ~ND RETROSPECT 
. . 

Parting can be such sweet sorrow, and 
it was so in Mendota, too. Some of our 
members in atten4a.~ce wez:.e ~ot guests at 
the motel since they lived within a rea­
sonable driving dlstance, and the balance 
of the evening, , py popular demand, was 
spent in making new' a..nd . renewing old 
ac~uaintapces. ~ttempts to restore order 
and compl.ete unfinished business. Vlere 
abando-ned. A· scha"duied f~rew~ll break­
fast, .such. ·as, vie had in M~ndota, v:as can­
celle.d, because conimitments could not be 
established for 'reservation purposes. The 
trend was for a social evening together. 

. . . .• 1: . ' 

Room exh~bits ag~in captured our inter­
est. 'Ihe, first ti-me .for ,some., the nth 
time for others. La.st minute decisions to 
buy that book aft~. ali. Not beca~se of 
price ;for nqt o~ bootc offeredwas over­
priced, but because. of ·purse-string .limi­
tatJ_ons •. Gradual,:j..y, one [?y one, we were 
forced to yie;td. _to ,the sandman. With the 
final good-bye, _t~e: . las.t door v1as c;Losed 
and Alger Street was empty and quiet·, but 
b~hind cl_osep.. d9or·s , _feeb:J.e attempts at 
packing. _V'Je!"e' put off unt:U rn9rning. 

Les ~nd. Be~tie. de'~e~·e our grateful 
thanks for hosting. the Milwaukee l.!:vent. 
The responsibility was theirs. The enjoy­
ment was ours. Souvenirs at the bamuet 
table included a Personal virectory book­
let, a miniature teiephone set, and book 
matches printed _especially for us. The 
cover bears the familiar picture of Rag­
ged Dick as a boot-black, and these words: 
HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY - M!Lw:A.UKEE EVEN'J: -
MAY 1966. There was never a dull moment, 
thanks to Les and Bertie. There was just 
too much to do~ and too much to see. 

We understand that plans are being con­
sidered for a full three day session in 
Des Moines. States represented this year 
~ere: Net: York, Michigan, Irrliana., Iowa, 
Illinois, Missouri, l'llinnesota, and V.is­
con;?in. Iowa is centrally located in the 
continental United States. \ie should have 
a record turn-out, and .with your coopera­
tion, · v:e will make our membership ~ uota 
of .. l30 members. There. was a group picture 

.taken In Milwaukee, If yo~ 1 re not in it, 
liope you will be at THE DES MOINES SES~ION. 
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OBI'tE~f DICf~ ABOUT' rilE PRAIRIE REGION 
' ,r '. ; 

: ' l. ' • \ ; .:, ' '. . 

r:e are still basking in the.highlights 
and reflection£ of the wonderful meeting 
at M~lv:a.ukee. It was a pleasure to meet 
some of our new ''Part.ic 1lar FI·ienos·,ii and 
to have an opportunity to' 'visit with them 
and compare title li(lts, want lists and 
Alger books on displ~y ~ som~ of them 

. ~eautif~ pr~ze~. , 

Ken Sutler· no doubt will annoUiice the 
sele~tion of o.~ meeting site for 1~67; 
but I woUld like to add that we in Iowa 
are tremetldo~slY. plea~ed. tlv~t it will be 
in Des ~~o~ne~. · Pttuline· MiU.en, PF-12'2 
informs me that her husbatxl (Cliff) wvill 
definitely retire. from the Des Moines 
Register . ne)ct, May·.. f i th a little more 
time onhis han9s, 'it ' is our hope that 

. Cliff ?Jill be. bit. ten by the . Alger bug· 
too. Pauline he.s already agreed to take an ac'1;,lye p.art, in' next year's. meeting 

· pr.epara.tion cy· working up some · special 
a.c:tivitiea. for t~e wpmen 1Nho v:ill attend. 

' • . -·. i ; 

Ralph ~~erson, . PF..-1.44 ·, . Coll~~tora News 
l?'J.blisher, of Grundy' Center, Iov1a, is 
also enthusiastic about the prospect of a 
meeti-ng of our Society in ·Des Moines. The 
way Ralph 'bought books in Mi1vraukee, he 
must have added at least '~o · new ·titles. 
I'll bet' he hits 100 by this time r~xt 

'· . . , ,' . 
. yejir• 

' ·. Five new Algers! Five hard to find 
·' titles. · 'How about that!! · This is Vlrit­

ten for those that· didn't attend the Mil­
.. t!aukee Event~ . Boy, did you miss a VJOn-

'derful. time. ·I'm gloating. I got to see 
n spectacul·ar ' display by Jack Row; the 
unforgetable display -at the Milwaukee 
Library; the'·IYJ UwaUkee Museum; the ooilwau­
kee Conservatory; bC1ok stores loaded vlith 
Hentys, Optics, etc. (only one Alger 
found) • I had a wonderful lunch (won a 
·booby prize-for horse shoe pitching) at 
the: pit:ni~: L·~s & Bertie ·put on • . that a 
terrific way to spt>nd an afternoon. 

·· Te.lkihg· Alger' with· .experts, .yes, Ralph 
Gardner a:nd Gilbert Viestgardt I was 
l~cky enough -to have Ralph- ride with me 
from Kalamazoo' tb Milwaukee, with Alger 
talk all We ·way~' Vihat I \•onder is how 
anybody or·· any · ot•ganization c·an be so 
lucky "s to' have pe<>ple ·like Les & Bertie 
Langlois, Ken Butler, Forrest & Rachel 
Campbell·, 'Ralph Gardner, ·and on and on • .. , 

• • J 

Every event or convention has its high­
lights - ·in Milvraukee there were so many 
that they ';:,verwheDnoo: you. Every room 
you visited at the motel was a sight in 
i 'tself. · Jack Rem and Forrest Campbell* 
outdid themselves. I'm still wondering 

· how Ker.. Butler ever used his room, loaded 
a.s it v:t~.s with· Algerarrl.a. Books ·for sale, 
books to trade and books' jtist· to look at • 

. , Everything ah Alger collector could hope 
Here'-s ~ shggestio'n an~ a request, for v.·as at i'Jlilwaukee. N·ext· year l."e will . . ) . . . 

since I was named chairman of the com- meet in Des Moines,· Iowa.· · Don't .tdss it. 
mi;tte_e for next year's meeting-site se- Jack ·Row is i"n charge and we know he will 
lection (al'so on.tpe committee -Ralph · live up t'o· Mendota and Milwaukee (tough 
Gardner and C'a,rl ·Hartmann)'~ For those of · · road ahead, Jack)~ -Carl Hartmann PF-102 
you who ·ett·e.nqed the Milwaukee' Affait- ..,'-*******'**"~lHt »******':HH-'-*':t**iHHHHHHt-u 101 

(Event), d.o you' have aey coi'istructive (EDITOR'S NOTE: *There was no comparison, 
criticism? Y!hat kind of a meeting would -my room exhibit vJas among those who also 
you lik~ to ~v~ riext year? t~at planned ran. Ralph was inVited by Society members 
activities should there' be? 'Vihat facili- . of 'Kalamazoo ·to stop off on his way to 
ties'l F'or those ~of yo~· who· were. no:t able Mllwaukee and ·make ·a public appearance. 
to attend the Af{air (Event} in Milr;au- Ralph ~ppeared on TV, gave a public lec-
kee~ we sinc_erei.y hope that you1. ~1 plan ture, inte-rviewe'd ·by' the· local press and 

' to attend, next year; arid we wili welcome posed for photographs while autographing 
any and ~l su.gg~stions that might be h1.s bciok in the Comstock Tov.nship Library. 
used to help · make the meeting a success. His lecture was attended by some 30 in-
~f ,there is even ~ re,mot,e c?ance that terested people, which may result with 
you 111 be ab;le to attend next year's tv1o ~ew Society members for us.) 
meeting; ~lea~e . Y;trite Y:our s~gestions to 
'rne -- sooth. before y.ou for:get. We want 
to have the kind' of a · meeting YOU TtoUld 
like. Let me .have 'y~ur suggestio~ :so 
t.his will be possible. 'Jack v.r. ·Row, 
PF-101, Clarion, Iowa. 50525 May 24, 1966 
Jill 1111 if..:~:HH'***"A**'-HHHt***"-~~~lf-

(ED!TOR1S NOTE: Jack has prepa~ed a Te1 
vised list of a~thentic Horatio Alger 
book titles. A copy is enclosed, and the· 
supply is sufficient to prdvide dupli~ 
cate copies upon request. This new list 
has been improved with some deletions, 
ho,.,ever, the numbered code system hae not 
been altered. Keep this list handy "·i th 
your Gardner book in order to decode the 
BOOK MART offerings. Our grateful tilanks 
to Jack, and also to Beth who so willing­
ly shares her husbatxl with us. From the 
DES .1/DINES SESSION will com& a new RAGGED 
DICK Award recipient, or in other words, 
JACK 1S mARD.) 

'HUMOR 

PF-001 T~y di'dn1t we take I-94 right in 
to 'tUlwa-ukee instead of Hvsy HlOO'l 

·pF'...:ooo Les· says' it isn't completed down­
. town~· 'It· doesn't connect up. 

PF-001 ¥!~11,' he Is from o4ilvlaukee' arxl he 
· ought to know! 

. ***** 
Ken Butler's promise to bl&ck everyone's 
boots with his new boot-black box caused 
the ladies to entertain thoughts of a 
plot against him by placing all their 
shoes in front of his door Sunday Morning. 
Trouble is---they all overslept. 

Gilbert l'estgard suggests a very appro­
priate name for our local units if ~nd 
when they organize - NE\''SBOY LODGE No. 1 
etc·. ALGER ME~'IORIAL OBSERVANCE next on 
our agenda, July 16-17 South Natick, Mass. 


