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WHAT ARE YOU READING? (besides Alger)

When this cooler weather and early
nightfall drives you in from the garden
or patio, you will want to set a good exe

- ample for those school kids, and do a
little homework yourself.

The reading or study of Alger and his
contemporaries can be educational as well
ag entertaining. In addition to the
thought provoking subjects suggested by
our president from time to time as a re-
search project, you may discover some
yourself through reading. For example,
Alger oftentimes refers to men of 50 as
0ld and middle aged. You who are 50 do
not consgider yourself old. Neither do we
vho are 60. Tell, how old is old anyway?
It depends. By comparison? By perspect-
ive? It depends on the reader's age.

. Remember, Alger wes writing for young
folks and in doing so, I believe he was
using the correct nerspective, but little
did he know that he would be read by
adults slso. I believe he could have won
more friends and influenced more people
if he hed avoided mention of a speciric
age. Then too, his own age might have
hed some bearing on his point of view.
This is where some research would be en-
lightening.

Horatio had many contemporaries. And
he was not the first in the juvenile
field of euthors who were writing about,
or for young folks. His major contemp-
orary was of course, Charles Dickens,
(1812-1870). It is the opinion of the
writer that Alger's sudden rise to pop-
ularity in 188 irked him no end.

Dickens vas in the United States early
in 1868. Vas it a planned campeign? Did
he grent Horatio an sudience? More re-
gearch needed. Villiam Teylor Adams,
(1822-1897) more popularly known as
Oliver Optic, was a personal friend and
advisor to Horatio. He was well on his
way to national fame as a juvenile writer
but condeded defeat and stepped aside for
his student, Horatio. Oliver Optic is
credited with many published stories but
none was never quite good emough to be-
come & best seller. Optic even titled
one of his stories "Work & ¥in," VYhose
was first? More research needed.

~ (continued on page three)
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PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS

MEMORIAT, OBSERVANCE -— Seeing the photo-~
graphs and press clippings on the July
67th Anniversary of the death of Horatio
Alger observance, mekes me proud of the
job that Mex Goldberg and our Eastern mem-
bers ere doing. This year's appeared to
me to be the finest yet, with a distin-
guished jurist as keynote speaker. The
event wes the means of getting a number of
our Eastern members together. The hospi-
tality of Max and Ida Goldberg to these
folks helped meke it a memorable affalr,

I am sure. Thenks from the entire mem-—
bership, Max and Idal

DUES ARE DUE — As we go to press,
there are still far too many who have nu.
sent in their $5 renewal dues payments.
The process doubtless has been slovied
down by vacations, and possibly also by
the "extras" which were made &svailable:
the velmut frames for the membership tile,
the personalized brass name plate, the
colorful pocket patches. If you have not
paid, remember we are giving the member—
We bought a
supply of them equal to our present and
estimated growth in membership. TVie need
your dues to justify the outlay. Ve need
your dues to keep the Newsboy coming.
Your secretary and your president will
both appreciate prompt remittance, if you
are presently not paid wup.

VACATION LETTERS from members tell us
of interesting trips, new sights seen,
and new friends made. Invariably they
also tell of book shops visited and often
of new titles by Horatio Alger picked up
to help swell their collections. Search-
ing for Algers is an additional aimension
to travel for pleasure or for business.
And the books are still out there...
waiting to be discovered!

ALGER RESEARCH -— I was thrilled with
the interesting research report by
Stanley A. Pachon in the August issue of
Newsboy, recounting the various adaressers
in Manhattan where Alger resided at aif-
ferent stages of his career. I am sure
this data was come by only by persever—
ance and digging. It was interesting to
me that though Alger's tales apprer to 1o
largely laid in lower Manh.ttan, ke
clearly preferred rasiderce ool e np

(cont: mxd en ;age ohruy )
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BOOK MART

PF-104 (Herbert Risteen) offers for
trading, and further states that #125,
133 and 149 are library editions:

E 51HTC, E 60JCV, EL0AJCY, E125JCW,
E133JCW, E149JCH.

PF-000 (Forrest Campbell) offers for =
non member in the Kalamazoo area,
(group E):

P 30H&C, P ALH&C, G LAWAN, F 74MAD,
F 78MAD, P Q8WAD, P118ALB, F139MiD,
P160ALB, P165JCV, GL784&C, G187PPC.

TITLES UNDERLINED ARE CLAIMED TO BE
FIRST EDITIONS. VAN is code for the John
Tanzmaker Company. Due to a variety of
=7itions by publishers such as A.L. Burt,
t _nston, and Hurst, some further identi-
fication is needed for our members who
are trying to match sets, and are a bit
selective as to quality, for example:
Hurst - (1) pictorial cover, (2) stamped
in design, (3) small edition. Vinston -
(1) Library edition, (2) Deluxe, (3)
Standard, etc. Your suggestions please.
O RO SRR O R,

TID-BITS

Fdward LeBlanc, PF-015, (Photo Supple-
ment) is editor of DIME NOVEL ROUND-UP.
The Society and Ken Butler got some pub-
licity in the August issue.

Ernest Senford, PF-032 is confined at
home. He now has 113 Alger titles in
his collection., He is anxious to get
bound volumes of Gleason & Golden Argosy.

Max Friedmen, PF-001, and Cal Noell,
PF-082, are planning moves to new home-

sites.

Remember the card games of Authors &
"1inch? ’f«‘hat Alger hero apent his first

INTBODUCTION, NEV. MEMBERS

I repeat, SPONSORS OF NEV #EMBERS SHOULD
PROVIDE MORE INFORWATION. It is extremely
difficult to extend & warm welcome to new
members from the cold facts revealed in
the anplication form. I would like to
give equal space to e&ll new members.

Carl is a book dealer. He heard of us
through publicity in the Antiquerian Book-

man. Carl has 83 Alger titles i his col-
. lection and says he has 35 to go. Eviden-
tly he refers to first edition titles, and

not re-issue titles. Carl sayrs his book
dealing business is in its 12th year, and
becomes more enjoyable each year.

James is also a book dealer. (e and his
wife, Elle Mze are proprietors of THE
HITCHING POST (ANTIQUES) James hezrd of me
through TEA directory. I bought one of
his many Alger offerings and found him to
be a reliable dealer. He decided it would
be beneficial to his business to affiliate
with us. He has a variety of juvenile
books in stock, including some Strate-
meyer's. James is also procuction manager
paymaster, purchasing agent, etc. of a
textile mfg. firm, Born 1909, married
193/, James has seen a lot of two conti-
nents (gome while in military service) and
the two of them travel extensively just
for fun. In zddition to antigues and
books, James says.-he is a collector of
memories, the one commodity that cannot
be burned, sold or lost. Dayton is the
former site of the world famous Scopes
trial in 1925.

Mary sent me a sample copy of her publi-
cation, LITERARY SKETCHES, and T retali-
ated by sending a sample copy of our NEVS-
BOY. This resulted in an exchange of in-
terest. Mary is a graduate of VWILLIAM &
MARY college and at one time was a cos-
tumed hostess for Colonial Williamsburg.
Her "Literary Sketches" has a little more
seniority than our NEWSBOY, &nd knows the
ups &nd downs, the heart aches, ag well
as an occasional moment of bliss, in the
editing and publishing field, and keeping
up with perpetusl "drop-outs." Wy con-
dolances, lary. You speek my language.

For & dollar, you cannot afford to be
without her publication, LITERARY
SKETCHES.

Ed is a personal friend of Jack Rew.
Although of retirement age (67) he is
still active, and well known throughout
the state of Iowa, and a man to be reck-
oned with in Fort Dodge. He is old
enough to have nostalgic memories of the
Alger heroes, yet young enough to have an
interest in today's problems. To guote
the Fort Dodge "Messenger" Ed says there
is "no fun in life if you're not 2 parti-
cipant.”

Miss Ava is also & personal friend of
Jack's. She was also in the public lime-
light, before retirement. We'll see her
at Des #oines, we hope.

Joseph enjoys reading Alger ard is an
Area Rep. for U.5. Neph. ~f Tab .
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4 :ta “HAT ARE YOU READING? (continued)

 Since the popuiarity of Horatic Alger,
J!a became esteblished in 1868 a deluge
of authors enterad the juvenile field.
The familiar story plot, climaxed with
the popular Alger style, of the orphaned,

' homsless, underprivileged, or parentless

oys vas played up for all it was worth,
and actually overdone.

Albion T. Tourgee, born in 1838, wrote
The Mortgage On The Hip Hoof House in
1886 but did not sell and lay dormant un-
11 1896 vhen it was finally published by
Jennings & Graham of Cincinnati, but
Tourgee could not top his A Fool's Frrand
ﬂgég?-waa.acclaimed a better seller in
:1. -

John T. Trowbridge, born in 1827 fared
a little better with his Jack Hazard
geries, the first in the series zcclaimed
a better seller in 1871.

Samuel L. Clemens (Mark Twain, 1835-
1910) after having one best seller (The
Innocents Abroasd) to his credit in 1869,
Turned to the Juvenile field and produced
two more best sellers, Tom Savyer, 1876
and Huckleberry Finn, 1885.

Edwerd Fgeleston, (1837-1902) produced
a best seller (The Hoosier School-Master)
in the juvenile field in 1871, and in
1882 produced another in the series (The
Hoosier School-Boy) in which the story
structure is slmost identical and compara-
ble with the Alger style. The setting
for this story is the fictitious village
of Greenbank, Indiana on the bank of the
Ohio River. Actuelly, it is the birth-
place of FEdward Eggleston, at Vevay. His
fether, a Virginian, was a graduate of
Yillliam and Mery College, but not so for
JTcwerd who claims to be self educated.
ifis brother George Cary, also vas &an
author, but without honorable mention.
The hero in the story, The Hoosier School-
Boy, is Jack Dudley, a poor under-privi-
leged boy, and although a brilliant
scholar, was under-nourished and often
the victim of the school bullies. The
story is replete with the usual mortgage
holder, ready to foreclose with the first
opportunity. I am inclined to believe

‘that Bggleston would deny any similarity

to the Alger style, yet I can see it. I
quote from the chapter entitled The

Return Home: "...was he to find a fortune,

1ike the hero of a cheep story?" Please

read for yourself, this intended con-

tempt. The young hero saves a life from
drowning, and as a reward, his displayed
esgernces to continue his education is
agsured vhen the story ends.

V. Peck, (1840-1918) with a set-
tins in mwaukae, created a series
around Peck's Bad Boy, and higs best vork,

: _Fez@k'& PBad Boy and His Pa, was ecclaimed

2 best seller in 1883.

PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS (continued)

town ... and oddly always on & cross-town
street. I em sure that &ll of us welcome
informetion such as Stanley's that give
greater meaning to tune works of our favor-
ite author.

MEABERSHIP —— I am sure that growth in
membership has & greater meaning oo offi-
cers than to members, for the uiicer re-

gards growing membership as & he: Lthy

sign, & sign that the society'=z _ ~ograms
are catching on, But growth it important
to the individusl member, foo. Ioir ex-

ample, only increased numbers permitted
us to include the colorful new mambership
tile gs part of the advantages of 1966-67
membership. Increased membership pro-
vides funds for larger issues of our pub-
lication, and for includinhg picture sup-
plements from time to time. I am sure
all members would thrill to the use of
pletures to illustrate society gatherings,
or Algeriena. Our energetic vice-presi-
dent, Jeck Row, is surely finding Alger
enthusiasts out in Iowa and converting
them te new members. How about your lo-
cality? Vhen you show your books and
talk Alger with acquaintances, is & spark
aroused? If so, the suggestion of member-
ship and participation in our activities,
might gain an enthusiestic new member.
Any vho need membership applications or
information data, plezse write me.
Your Partic'lar Friend, Ken Butler
n i e i e e e e e L SRR
NEWSBOY PHOTO SUPPLEMENT

The enclosed supplement is arother mile—
stone in the history of our newsletter,
and a major step in our progress. It
comes to you by courtesy of Ken Butler,
PIAYSIDE PREES, and with some expense to
our members from membership dues. Ve
are pleased with its guality and hope, at
least to meke it an annual supplement.

The group picture (MEUORIAL TRIBUTE)
unfortunately excludes the picture of
Morris Olsen, PF-106, who was in attend-
ance, but could not stay, due to his
vwife's illness. The dates on the mormu-
ment can be read with the aid of a magni-
fying glass.

Those in the picture (VELCOME SIGN) are
left to right: Gerdner, Hartmann, Ander—
son, Campbell, Lloyd, Friedman, Campbell,
and Row, (Beth Row took the picture).

Those in the picture (LIBRARY EXHILIT)
are left to right: Helen & Eddie Westgard,
Bertie Langlois, Doris Sibigthroth,

Rachel Csmpbell, Row, Langlois, liestgard,
House, Butler and Campbell. (Beth Row
took the picture).

Those at the LANGLOIS HOME sre left to
right: Beth Row, Anderson, Poznan, (2),
Friedman, Hartmenn and Doris Sibigtroth.

Please ask for negatives of pictures
taken at Netick which are not included in
the photo supplement. These pirtures
were fair, but not good enough 41 repro-
duction. First requests will te flrsh
Bevved



FHAT AR YOU READING? (continued)

Frances Fliza Hodgson was born in Men-
chester, England, and named after her
mother, Eliza (Boond) Hodgson. Her father,
Edwin, died while she was still a child
in England. He left his wife and chil-

dren in comfortable circumstances and

they set out for America, having rela-
tives in New Market, Tennessee. Later,
they moved to Knoxville where Frances

married and took on the name of Burmett.

Her first published story was one which
she actually started while still a child
in Fngland, entitled Miss Carruthers.

Che went on to write several others, and
her childrerwere successful in urging her
to write a story which little boys would
like to read. Little Lord Fauntleroy was
the result and in 1886 wes acclaimed a
best seller. The "little Lord" Cedric
Errcl, wes crested and designed after
her own son Vivian. The story "Miss
Carruthers" appeared in "Godey's Lady's
Book!" ebout 187,

Following the years of Alger's popular-
ity, many young men, and some women as-
pired to create with the pen. The en-
guing years produced Edward Stratemeyer,
(1862-1930) ; Gene (Geneva) Stratton-
Porter, (1863-1024); Cilbert Petten,
(18€6-1945); and Booth Tarkington, (1869~
1946) . Tarkington is noted for his best
seller "Penrod" in 1914, and "Seventeen"
and two other better eellers. Patten,
(Purt L. Standish) for his juvenile
series, Dick and Frank Merriwell. Porter,
for her bect geller, "Freckleg" in 1904,
and four other best sellers, 1909, 1911,
1913, and 1915. Stratemeyer is not
evedited with any best, or better
gellers, however, he was a juvenile
vriter to be reckoned with. He was, Athat
I would call a competitive writer, with
some of his early writings designed to
compete with G.A. Henty and others to
rompete with thé strictly juvenile trade.
™th a little concentration, you can
usually tell by the title whet the
structure of the contents will be. One
will reveal thrilling adventure stories,
while the other will be strictly hero
fiction. In my opinion, his heroes were
always introduced to the reader with
three strikes against them and managed
to win out against tremendous odds. He
takes credit for completing eleven un-
finished Alger stories, then settled down
with 8 staff of writers to pound out
gerics after series of juvenile fiction.

Someone with, or using, the name of
Edwin Alger, elso got into the act, to
cash in, not only on hero fiction, but
on the neme of Alger. As if this was
not enough, they named their series "The
Bound to Win" series, a catchy phrase
closely associeted with Horatio Alger

" Another juvenile writer to be reckoned
vith 1g Howsrd R. Garis, (1873-1962) and

hic femily, often referred to as "the

wyiting Garig'es". Garis was the
(cantinumd at tep of pega)

creator of the Uncle‘ggily Stories and
later The Dick Hamilton Series and The
Young Reporter Series.

Even after the turn of the century, the
juvenile stories kept coming. Leo Ldwards
created the Jerry Todd and the P'oupy Ott
geries with settings in Utica, 1llinois
(his birth place), which is cnlﬁa’ Tupper,
in his novels. Edwards, (1884-19i4) ac-
cording to one of his faithful /=us, took

up writing because of his love rcr the
Alger stories. I am told thet Leo Edwards
vas & pen name. His real name wu: “dvard

Edscn Leé.

Percy Keese Fitzhugh was equally suc-
cessful in the juvenile field. Little is
known atout him at this writing except
the enormous number of titles to his
credit. He wrote the Tom Elads, Pee-lee
Harris, Roy Blakeley, and the Vesty Martin
series.

There may be many others, and perhaps
are, which are worthy of honorable men-
tion. Attempts have been made in the re-
cent past to revive the Tom Swift Series,
but television and comic books are too
much competition. I recall seeing recent-
ly a TV version of Frank Merriwell, but
it lacked something, in fact an awful
lot. The demand for new material in hero
fiction may be over, but there is still a
demand for the juvenile stories cof the
past, and I like to think that our hero,
Horatio Alger, was the cause of it all,
HEEREREEEREHEREHEE R ORHBEEEREN E SRREHERHE

EXCERPTS OF LETTERS RECEIVED

Actually I am writing this from San
Bernardino, California. I have not re-
ceived my Newsboy tnils summer.... as we
told you, Melly and I have been on a 3
month tour of the U.S. Naturally, one of
the highlights of our trip hes been
searching for Algers.... I am happy to
say that without undue expense I have
added 10 more titles for a present total
of 80. Among my acguisitions have been a
lst of Luke Falton, a lst of From Canal
Boy to President, a lst Burt hard cover
of Frank Fowler, and an excellent copy
(tho not a 1lst) of From Farm Boy to
Senator. I have also found a Nelson the
Newshox and 2 mint copies of Jack Row's
pocket-sized Hurst's. Wmore important,
however, I formed friendships with meny
book and antique deaslers who have desir-
able, tho not lst, editions, of many
titles — for instence, the antiqyue
decler with ebout 15 Hursts in spotless
dust jackets, I have the addresses and
holding of literally dozens of out-of-the
-way dealerg and I might be able to turn
comething up once in & vhile.

I must tell you where I founi them,
however, Ralph Gardner was so right when
he =aild that New England was the treasure
trove. Every one of the 50 books I
bought came from N,E., and there I saw
thousands of Algers, most of them fuirly
priced. In New York, however, there was
not one Alger in sight — &nd we visitad
17 book stores.

(continued on page five)
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EICBR?*S OT LWTTEFS (continued)

" In New Orleans, we found a few Domo-
hues, but novhere else in 20-some states
_ did we even see an Alger. Did you see
* the mention hy Hubert Horatio Humphrey
that he read Algers as e boy?  And a man
here in San Bernardino has written a col-
umn on The You esman, which he gave
‘to me (the book, not the column). iy
crossword puzzle is coming elong, though
I have to go back to Madison to get my
books in order to make it really good.

I will be in touch after we return to
"isconsin. Your Partic'lar Friend,
August 8, 1966 Dan Fuller, PF-142

I appreciate this ovportunity to salute
you and the members of the Horetio Alger
fociety. Truly I was a diligent reader
of the entire Horatio Alger series when I
was & boy and frankly they were fruitful.
One of the most important things about
these individual books is that they were
written around some particular slogan or
truism thet remeined with the reader.

One in particular that I have never for-
- gotten hed for its genersl theme, "Stick
Yo’ your bush."™ In life I have seen it
happen thousands of times that people
failed only because they failed to stick
to the bush until all the fruit had been
obtained. I know of no better admenition
* to the youth of the country —- find an
interest and stick to it....e.. Fith
every good wigh, Everett McKinley Dirksen

The week-end in Natick is still vivid
in my memory as it will be for a long
time to come. And what made the deepest
impression upon me were the fine, wonder-
ful people I met. Just the kind you'd
exnect to meetl in a Soclety cedicated to
HORATIO ALGERe.wnes -

I have been reading Frank's Cempaign,
and in it I found a parazgraph which I
stand up against anything I've ever seen
yritten., May I cuote from chapter ten,
entitled Little Pomp, "It was one of
those auiet October mornings, when the
air is soft arnd belmy as if a June day
had found ite way by misteke into the
heart of sutumn. The road wound pertly
through the woodss The leaves were still
green and sbundent. Only one or two
showed signs of the coming change, which
in the course of a few weeks must leave
them bare and leafless."

Weaknesses in ALGER'S vriting? Yes, no
‘doubt, but when sn author can turn out a
‘paragranh like that, he cen take his
place in any league!!..... (July 28, 1966)

Your Partic'lar Friend, Steve Press

anpointed we were vwhen we realized there
would be no issue of the Newsboy in July,
ot vhen the Angust issue arrived it was
e #‘m tegiraing to end witheut any

wwa*mofw)

interruptlg. +++.Vhen the weather is
good we believe in taking to the road to
pursue our search for antiques and old
books, and I must say the "pickin" has
been very successful. Since the Alger
convention in Milwaukee we have added
four Alger books to our collection....It

is our philosophy that "he who ccllects
his own wood warms himself twice." It's
the getting out, the finding, the dig-—
ging, the sorting, the wonderful. people
nooint-

you meet, the surprises, the di.:
ments that mzke this hobby so f:.w;n~
ating.,. Cordially, Cel & Joe |
PF-167 & 168 (august 22, 1966)

LJ. ,

AND FROM SOMEWHERE IN EUROPE

I sure wes glad to get the Newsboy,
which was sent to me from my office a
few days ago — I've re-resd it three
times already... I'm in hopes somé member
may come up with information on the poem
manuseript I got. It's most umusual to
find sny Alger items that have not been
published. I'm glad you titled it "Ode
to Partic'lar Friends." Horatio would
have liked that! Come to think of it,
the Newsboy probsbly must be credited
with the poem's first publication.....

Incidentally, all of these buildings
(Horatio's former residence locations)
have long since given way to factory
lofts and offices. Regards, Yours.
Relph D. Gardner (sugust 17, 1966)

Inez and I were so.pleased to meet you
and Mrs. Campbell and of course the other
members of the Society. Names are now
individuals.,..At lest count my Algers
were up to 42. One item I prize is a
copy of ¥ide Awake with the serizal of
Reagged Dick....The Quaboag Bookshop is
well stocked with books but it is & time
consuming job trying to get them on index
cards so lists can be made out. Had too
many good lots offered that I couldn't
turn down so the car spent the winter ovut
of doors to make room for cartons of
books that I still wonder "wot's in 'em."
..+1 checked the Vorcester telephone dir-
ectory and found many Algers (7) listed.
The Springfield dieectory comes up with
an interesting one, Forrest R. Alger, and
three others.  All kinds of names but no
Horatio. Best regards, Ed & Inez
Reynolds, (PF-051) (August 2, 1966)
B a3 ¥ % s SR T

OUR MEMBEHSHIP ROSTER

Our second semi-annual membership roster
will soon be off the press, and in your
hands. It has not been our policy to an-
nounce conversion of Newsboy subscribers
(5-00) prior to our incorporaticn as a
Society, to Society members, (EF-000).
However, the name of Irene Guruen, PF-
AOL in the new directory, merits some
explanation, In her case, conversion
came too late for the first ed’tion.
Irene has, without a doubt, the seccond
largest Alger collection east of the
Mississippi. Her conversion PF number
AQL identifies her as (one-time) Aaso-
elate Editor, and tied for first place
on a techuicality. Early subscribe~
registrations were on a first come

(cortiried or pegu sis)



(with cash support), first served. Vith
‘all due respect to the policy established,
Ken Butler and I, as founders, worked to-
gether on the project, bearing the ini-

~ tial expense of supplieés, and in addition,
~ Ken insisted on paying the subscription
fee, which identified him as S-06. A warm
welcome to the membership roster, Irene!

A word of advice on membership renewals;
prompt payment will guarantee your name
to be included. The second edition of
the roster is delayed only to be able to
include your name. Jie need your coopera-
tion. (suggestion to Board of Directors,
how about paid up membership to age 65,
at which time life membership would be
granted?)

AUTOGRAPHED & FIRST EDITION SEEKERS

Those whose collecting interests extend

" to any first editions, especially if they

zre autographed, mey wish to avail them-
selves of a gervice I am able to provide.

The 219 pp book of fiction, yet with a
Michigan setting entitled VWHISTLE UP THE
BAY, written by Nancy Stone, and profuse-
ly illustrated by Retty Beeby (both of
Kalamazoo) can be obtained for youw, euto-
graphed by the writer and illustrator and
meiled to you pip. for £4.50. This ser-
vice is provided by me for members only.

LITERARY SKETCHES

Literary Sketches is an B page, plus
enver (53X8%) monthly publication, edited
a! publighed by Mrs. Mary Lewis Chapman,
PF-179. The content is a magazine of
Ninterviews, reviews and memorabilia."

The feature article is usually s review
cf authors past and present. The publi-
cation is in its sixth year and has a
cirenlation of about one thousand sub-
seribers. The subscription price isg *1
per year. 1 am a proud subscriber since
the July issue, end our society will be
given honorsble mention in the coming
September issve, and my literary sketch
on Horatio Alger has been accepted and
mey appear in the November issue. 1 re-
commend Literasry Sketches for your read-
ing pleasure. Mrs. Chapman's address is
listed under new members.

THE AMERICAN HERO ERA

Has the American Hero Era ended? I
think not. "ith the exception of our
college football heroes, end our young
men home on leave from foriegn military
service, occasionally on the street I
gee the makings in a well adjusted young
man always neat and courteous. They are
rot, riding motor-bikes, nor are they
dashing empty coke bottles against the
nearest hydrant. The newest in juvenile
liction portraying heroic characteristics
in he book mentioned above by Nancy

-sbom, vmm T2 TEF RAY.

OBITER DICTA ABOUT THE PRAIRIE REGION

Just had a pleesant visit with Don and
June Shinner, and son Jeff of Missouri
Valley, Iowa, who stopped in Clarion on
their way home from vacation. Ion is a
stamp collector par excellence end showed
me some oi his beautiful autigrzphed
"first day covers."

PET PEEVE for the day: People wnd book
dealers vho, after extensive coriespon-
dence regarding a wented title :¢.ch is
"5500" — send you & poor Donobue of
"Five Hundred Dollars."

ANATHEMA: Booksellers who quote you a
much wanted book——promise it to you after
an expensive long distance phone call—
who cash your check which was airmailed—-
and who send you a refund z month later
with the notation "sorry, the book you
wanted was sold."

Ralph Anderson, PF-144, Grundy Center;
0.L. "Slim" ilarquesen, PF-172, Tort Dodge;
Pauline iMillen, PF-122, Des loines; and
Harlen Miller, PF-170, Des Moines, were
all subjected to wisits from ye Prairie
Region director during August. All are
proudly displaying their new membership
tiles and are succumbing to the romance
of Alger collecting, (this includes
George Miller, PF-166, Viestchester, I11.
and "Skeez" Hartsock, PF-176, Clsrion).
They have all made some welcome suggest—
iohs for next year's Des woinsg "Session!
which will, we hope, be the best ever.

Speaking of "outward signs'" of member-
ship in our Society such as the beautiful
new ceramic tiles —— I hope &ll members
are avare that a posh red, white and blue
pocket patch is now in stock and may be
ordered from our Sec'y-Treas. for the nom-—
inal sum of {1l. For those who haven't
seen one of these, the patch is round,
measures 3" in diameter, and only 100
were ordered, so, "first come, first
served."

Vhatever happened to the resolution
made at the "iMendota Affair" —— "Every
member get a member?” We CAN have 200
members by May, 1967. We have 8 months
to sign up ONE friend. We're going to
start writing next year's "segsion" pro-—
gram soon. How about those suggestions?

=30~ Jack W. Row, PF-101
I HHEREEREEHEERHEE R HEHEREEESEEREHHHNRE

(Editor's Note: The Campbell's will be
visiting with the Shinner's PF-169, the
Row's, and Ken Butler during the week of
13-17th. I have my membership tile, and
also pocket patch, which resembles the
shoulder patch on your letter carrier's
uniform. The texture is probably heavy
cotton twill. As we go to press, Jeck
hastens to announce that he hes added 5
nevi titles to his collection for a total
of 136 titles. His may be the largest
Alger collection west of the Misgissippi.
East of the Mississippi, we have Gardner,
Gurman, Butler, Viestgard and Langlois.
Our congratulations to Jack. We will be
seeing his magnificent collection in a
few days.)




