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 PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS

I NOTE VITH INCREASING pleasure the ap-
parent increcse in the number of personsl
visits and correspondence that is teking
place among members. This is what we hed
hoped, from the beginning —- that the
Horatio Alger Society could become a
") aunching pad" where men end women with
avid common interests would seek each
other out for mututl help and for dis-
cussion on the topic we are e2ll inter-
ested in. May I add that the annual con-
vention 1s another most rewarding arena
for increasing friendships and for added
inspiration. To say nothing of =dded
titles in the collection.

EARLTER IN THE YEAR I wrote of the
need, as I see it, for some kind of a
guide book of values of Alger books. I
mentioned that the number of titles, the
varied states of physicel cordition, and
the many publishers with different edi-
tions within publisghers .., all adds to
the complexity of such an unagertaking.

Paul Fisher, of Binghamton, Hlew York,
has done something, by way of a begin~
ning, on the variance of designs and edi-
tions even by one nublisher. He experi-
mented with some ¥erox copies of spine
and cover designs, in order tec set up a
code of identificstions so members will
know just vhat design another member is
talking sbout. le are most interested,
and are pursuing this further with Paul
Figher. It surely is sometning that is
needed, though expense will dictate the
physical form such & guide book could
teke.

At press time a most interesting let-
ter, also, from our new member, Norman
G. Peterson, of Big Rapids, HMichigen.
He picks up my earlier comments on a
guidebook. He, being an avid coin col-
lector, also, views & gulde for ‘lgers
| as a guide of relative velues, His pro-
posal is to cut dovn the size of the pro-
ject to something attainable by grouping
the various publishers (end their edition
designs) into groupings. Thus, Superior,
- Thitmen, Gaalfield, N.Y. Book, most Dono-
] hue editiong could ell be lumped as #4,
for example. His proposed chart would
show five stetes of condition, amd four
{eontinuad at top of page)

or more publicher groupings. Values would

then be stated for each.

This of course fails to teke into cc-
count the rarity of the book. You would
doubtless pay more for a rare "Ned New-
ton", even if only in fair condiiion,
than for a mint condition "Brave and Bold".
But here is a formula that might be de-
veloped into something useful, thanks to
Nerman's thinking.

MENMBER PETERSON also, due to his inter-
est in the chemistry of retoning coins,
feels "it is too bzd we can't store our
books in a freezer'". He thinks thaere is
a chemistry of old books. The cheaper
editions contain more sulvhuric acids and
deteriorate more guickly in the air, us
ve all know, sadly. Thus it may be that
in sddition to keeping our goodies covered
with plastic bags, as does Jack Row with
his phenomenal collection, we may store
them in steel containers that are fed a
supply of "X" gas in order to preserve
them.

THE POSSIBILITY of a "100 Club" within
H.A,S. hes been suggected by Jack Row,
the idea having originated with Irene
Gurman. All members who have reached or
passed 100 titles in their collecting,
vould automatically become a member of
this "elub within & club", and receive a
lapel button. Ve're for encouraging the
building of collections, and the idea
sounds good. Until ve grow larger the |
funds of the Society are insufiizient to |
finance. But none the less we are
checking with button-makers as to possible
cost. '

ENTHUSIASTIC HELP ig building on our
query of last month on the pessibility of
building a travelling Alger exhibit for
libraries. Ve have framed up a list of
illustrations, informative posters, and
other dicplay possibilities. Ve have
made a tentative list of zbout 18 book
items thet would be ideal as a focal
point. Already, proffered help on books
hag come from:Ed Levy, Jack Row, Forrest
Campbell. Vho else wants to contribute
a book or two? Just name the title and
edition, but don't send the book until
advised. Ve are just in the planninrg
stege. Books should be bright and clean,

{continued on page 3)
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(¥) There is a typographical error in
Mrs. Lloyd's street address as listed in

e our new membership dimotory. ‘Ple=ge
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s PF-184 Mr. Norman G. i"-'e-t‘-erson : .T-028
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Big. Ranids, 11ch1gan 49307
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PF-185 Mrs. Darlene Sp:l.nella
123/ North Water Street,
Milveukee, “ieeonain 53202 .
PF-186 1lir. Jsck Barker T-all

8260 Jett Ferry Road,
Dunwoody, Georgia 300&3
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PF-006 (Xenneth B. Butler) offers:.
G154 ALB % e '

 PF-128 (Harlend H. Fastman) o Pare: (and
price range is 75¢ LIS $on e

e e

G 33ALB
G 76:LB
P168KYB
Gl90ALB

1 G 4FSP, F _zém, G .zafm,
| F 45/LB, F 63JCW, G 7OMLB,
l', E 98UAD, E14O0TPC, P148NYB,-.
B GL78JC, FlemLB, Pl&BNYB,

| Fditor's note: Code WSP : ""orld Syndicat.e
' Pub. Co., TPC ¢ Trede Pub. Co. Coding
for other publishers mey be found on

g pages 36].-‘63 of Gardner's book.

Ha’lgh ﬂmbrson, PF=144, is publishar of
Colle evs, a monthly publication
. devoted entirely to collectors. Adver-
B tising sccepted. Subscription £3. Ve

= recdmmamd it. Try it for your "wanta“
nd Mdon't wants." ,

e -m&mm

A thousand pardons. T naglpe.ﬁad to in-
y. clude & wngb er. aédms. alma. Please

m@&#&wgoi

wvistry at Ferris State College.

D

INTROLUCTION OF NEW MEUBERS

Normen comes to us indirectly, by way
of Carl Hertmann, though Norman haed not
heard of us until supplied with an unused
membership application from z book deazler
in Howard City, Michigsn. Teaches chem-
Born 1923,
merried, with five children, wife's name

is June. He buys and sells coins, and is
interested in writing for us, =1 article
., about the coins mentioned in in. L .ger .
stories. He and his two oldest . 'ithiers
&are avid readers of Alger. HNciwon has

added two titles since his applicition.
Read Gardner's book from the Bip :zpids
Public Library. Currently reading The

Young rostmaster.

Norman has been giving some serious
thought on "pricing" of alger books. He
suggests they be graded in umits, each
having a value of 504, for example,
fair, 1; good, 2; very good, 4; and mint,
10, He realizes of course, that consid-
eration must be made for reprints, first
editions, guslity, publisher, and ravity.

- But he is interested, end working on it.

Darlene comes to us by vay of a gift
membership from her friend Bette Robinson,
PF-156. Darlene accompanied Bette as &
guest st our "Milvaukee Event." Darlene
is employed &t the Wilson Sport Shoe Co.,
is musically inclined and provides & home
for her young niece.

Jzck comes to-us indirectly by wey of
Ralph Gardner; who provided us with &
"lead" on Jack's publicity regar-ing his
defensive stand on Alger in the silanta,
Journal. Actuelly, we sought out Jack
with an unselicited application form,
Jagic is the Atleanta District Branch Mgr.

_of the Taylor Instrument Co. Currently he

claims *o have all tltles excent Seeking
His Fortune, which, implies that he has
Timothy Crump, in some form. Jack pro-
vides us with a lead on a prospective
member from Dade City, Florida. Jack
fyrther stetes: "I am indeed interested
in the man (Alger) end his works, and
look forward to participatlon in the
Sepeiety," ::
***%*%****%**ﬁ%*%ﬁ%%*%%%%**+********ﬁﬁﬁ%*
NEITHER RAIN, NOR SNOW. ..

. It couldn't happen to us, I said, as I
reed the prediction of & general'haevy
snow-fall. Snow is for the kids and their
sleds, ete. Yuk! So, I went to bed, se-
cure behind rettling wvindows, and wnxder an
extre blanket. This morning (3rd) I !
evoke to find the gusts of wind had de- !
pgsited drifts of snow in my driveway, !

But e matl must Vgo thooght gatd my 4
boss, reminding me of my oath. I have
observed that patrons no longer use the
front deor (vhere the mail box is locuted) -
as & place of entrance and mt; ‘w&m =
the ger: entma, instead. It's _




ere titles or valu-

———Xen Butler
RO R

hes suggested ( amd

‘we list all birthcsys in the

iscsue in advance. What

If in fevor, send your

-ma. You may omit the year
P.S. Ralph's is April 16th.

The little "goblins" were et our door

last night. I ansvered the door cccasion-

Ly, with sewdust in my hair (resembling
: “PighPenﬂ_from the "Peamuts comic strip").

i Parents are starting them out much

' younger, now-a—-deys.

This morning as I valked my meil-route
through the first snow flaskes of the sea-
somh I saw much evidence that some little
-3 1in must have hed & hole in his bag.

. | There was slso much evidence of many
I shettered “Graat=9nmpkins."

! PBut this month we change from goblins
5 to “gahblars“ and T take this onportunity
g to wish you gll a Happy Thanksgiving!

R The trend to boycott! super markets is
' soreading. I am not in sympathy. After
gll, they ere in a highly competitive
field. But my heart goes out to the re-
tired people who zre forced to live upon
& fixed income. And slso to the rela-
tives of the many firemen killed in the

: tragic fire in New York City recently.

- Fmpty lots are beginning to be stocked
2sh cut Christmas trees here. And
adtartising is beginning to ap-

which adorns the current mailing, is the

result of the Sioux City (Iowa) high-
schooler's vigorous campaign.

Discovering a cache of out—of-print
chapter 14, I now have six complete sets
of The Young Postmaster, for szle &t one
dollar each. Only ore set per member.

£ NEV. PUBLICATION

The first edition (volume one, number
one) of a new bi-monthly publication,
"Eook ¥orm" is now off the press.

Some of you msy vrecall & feature arti-
¢le in TBA entitled "Help Fanted" written
by J. Bryant. The editor and publisher if
this new publication is none other than
J. Bryent, except that she is now merried,
and 18 nov known as Jzcgueline Steele.

The cover format of the first edition
shows the cover of an old rare book, which
is 1llustrated with a newsboy hawking an
"Extra"™ editon. The big news is of course
the " just out! first edition of "Book
Vorm."

It's size is approx 55485 with 16 pp.
The content is general chit chat of gen—
eral interest to book lovers, in which she
explains her ambitions and intentions for
her publication. Also included, which may
become a monthly feature is = list of 115
books for szle from her (estimated) stock
of 30,000 books.

I like her publication snd I recommend
it. Just send one dollar for a year's
subseription to Book ¥Worm, Box 76, Rock-
port, Msine 04856.

I've just turned over z new leaf———on
the calendar, that is. Cen't mark my
calendar yet, for the Des Moines Session,
until we get & new calendar. Order your
Cociety emblem now, so you'll be able to
display it at Des Moines. Only a limited
supply, I understand; and we probably
won't re-order.

ACKNOVLEDGEMENTS

A letter from Bette Robinson revesls
that she and her friend Darlene (new mem-
ber, PF-185) travelled to Nashville
recently. WNrs. Rohima Vialter, PF-160 in-
cluded an interesting list of books for
sale with her letter. Sthe states, after
she reads the newsletter, she passes it
on to prospective frienas. If anyone pre—
fers to save their newsletters, I would
be gled to send sample copies to your
friends who mey be interested.




FAH the Vo tober

Thenk
ﬁagina, I am
fhings. I am

eum, _Fe re—opened
L close as usual for

: gﬁ; g0 I drépped everythlng to go
umg vith him on Scouting, Chamber of
thmeveé, Rotary, Church work, and so on.
This period of adjustment is difficult,

f > T am pretty tired, but intend to keep
the museum together. I shall weigh the
offers I've had abcut it, for e long time
befare T make any cecisions.

- Thank you for still sending the Newsboy.
I too, enjay‘it..- Sincerely, Marge

3 - STEVE PRESS, PF-164

gallons of coffee that HORATIO had his
ﬁ&iéﬁﬂrﬁﬁk.;:?i T'1l bet if someone re-
. geerched it -- the smount would be fan-
P - tbaticf Undoubtedly if we checked in
histary, we would find that the knowledge
-r--_“zll-effects of caffeine was then
! , And I doubt if very much fresh
X made its way to the Bowery in those

'.|=P ‘aagé!
S v Iﬂ“'t_the membership tile fine! I'm
| reslly pleased with it. As I mentioned
in-a gﬂﬁa ﬁo*Kaﬁ Butler —— it sure is &
. n conversation starter:
B
o

 "ou helnng'ha the HORATIO ALGER

3 "ﬁ heard of him, Vho is

Accordingly, I introduced a bill, anrd
reforred it fo the Hoase Ceomiftitee on
Peat Offices and Civil Services. A month
or 4wo &fter the bill was introduced, I
gaw the Committee Chairman in the hall and
told him I had a little stamp bill in the
Committee which I would like for him to
get some action on.

Before I could tell him what it was, he
told me that becsuse so many such bills
were teing introduced by congressman, the
Postmaster General hzad requested him to
defer action on gll of them."

"Why, you know," he added, "cone crazy
gump even introduced a bill to commemorate
a goatl"

Mratsistaia s DO

MARY LEWIS CHAPMAN, PF-179

Mary is editor of "Literary Clciches."
The current October issue includss an
exciting, and interesting expose en
Rudyard Kipling, and an article on early
New York City newspapers, touching on the
lives of James Gordon Bennett, and Horace
Greeley. Her November issue will feature
an article on Horatio Alger. Mary's
style of writing is refreshing, as well
as interesting. Send one dollar for =z
year's subgcription, today.

EDDIE LEBLANC, PF-015

Eddie is owner, editor, and publisher
of "Dime Novel Round-Up" a monthly publi-
cation devoted to old-time novel and
story paper collectors. I note with
pleasure that his publication has in-
creased in size this month, and that he
enjoys a steady growth in subscribers. I
note the names of two of our Society mem—
bers listed as new subscribers. I shall
renew my subscription today.

MAX FRIEDMAN, PF-001

Max sends me a newspaper clipping per-
taining to City Hall in New York City,
which is mentioned in meny of the Alger
stories. It seems that the current mayor
has discontinued the practice of extending
"keys to the city" to homored guests, but
does present honored guests with a print
of an 1825 engraving of City Hsll.

The practice of extending "keys to the
ei%r" to honored guests originated in
in and il tes gﬁ ?;T il

n ge e opened to_parmit
entry and exit.

PAUL FISHER, PP-148




‘OPEN DURING ALTERATIONS

‘I‘hoﬂe of you who have had the opportun-
Ly of viewing my editorial room on the
B8é0n £lose of our home, will recall the
'&tﬂgmdge arrangement of books, and the
i complete dis-order of files, records and
S gugpltes. After viewing Jack Row's well-
- kept, and orderly bookroom, I became dis-
satisfied with mine and couldn't live
with it any longer.

- A carpenter wes engeged and instructed
‘to build storage cabinets along one en-

‘iﬁrE'hall ‘with book shelves built in
aﬁavtb‘to the ceiling. In order that the
carpenter might work, it was necessary to
‘remove everything to the basement except
my desk and typewriter. The job is al-
- most completed. After spplication of

ﬁ some paint, stain, end vernish, I'1l be

able to move everything bsclk upstairs

| egain. In the mean time, business as

usual, The newsletter must be kept on

achedule.

Sometimes there just isn't enough Alger
material to fill-out six pages, so, this
column vias designed after reading Harlan
*iller's book --he sent me a autogravhed
cony-- entitled "There's a Man in the
House," as @ catch-gll for unclsssified
meterial.

‘THE "PANEL"

"hen I was a boy, and lived on a farm
in southern I1linois; Saturday's were re-
served to go to town, and do the weekly
shooping. Dad would hitch up the horses
to the common tight-bed grain wagon, as
most everyone did, because of the nature
of the supplies to be brought home, and
we would make a day of it. It didn't
take dad as long to buy a nev horse—
collar for "old Nell" and get a plow
share sharpened, as it did mother to sell
her eggs, buy some dress material etc.,
g0, dad usually had time to spare.

It was the same with the other men from
neighboring farms, so, while waiting for
their respective wives, they would con-
gregate on the park benches on the court-
house lewn, or sometimes on those low re-
taining wells on the cormer of the court—
house lawn, Here, they would swap yarns,
express opinions, and in general, ex-
chenge gossip. Occasionally, a villager,
& politicien, or en insurance selesman
vould join them, and sometimes, even a

4 vagrant.

This is the forerumner of the modern
dey "papel." The fermer vith his horses
i and wegon ere no longer there, but the
- vegrant remains. You will find them in
your town, even if it is a fair sized
eity. It is perhaps unkind to group them
21l as vagrants, for, upon a second look
ou will recognize a retired person with
s on his hands, perhaps a handicapped
fmmm at top of page)

person vho ,s been rejected at the em—
ployment office, and, yes, an occasional
ne'er—do-well.

From this group, consists the present-
day "penel.” They are accepted zs law-
aebiding citizens. Individually, and in
confidence, some might be identified as
"informers." Collectively, they are a
veritable "information burezu." They can
supply news that nas not yet reached the
newspapers. They know the problems of
the community; they can give you the ans-
wers, but seldom does anyone stop to in-
quire.

"Birds of a feather" they have mo

gualms about their associates. As you
pess by; you may be inclined to ignore
them and look the other way. They sre

not "pan-handlers." They will not molest
you. You may not recognize any one of the
group—if you hsd looked them over, but
the chances are they recognized you-—if
you pass that way often.

Recently I was surprised when I recog-
nized one of the panel. It was = former
acquaintance of some 35 years age. I
acknowledged my recognition, courteously.
In a private conversation with him, I was
amazed &t the scope of information avail-
able from such sources.

On my next opportunity, I'm going to
get the "panel's" expert opinion on this
man, Horatio Alger.

THE "ILLITERATE"

I read in the papers that a member of
the faculty of Duke University abhors tne
illiteracy of the American Public. He
went on to say, to meke his point; "sone

of our newsmen are among the nation's
worst offenders.” He sure knows how to
hurt a guy. Well, his stetement about
nevsmen may be true, though I wouldn't
hold it against them. What we read in
the papers as the finished product is not
necessarily their original text. It
could be errors in typesetting, and over-
locked by proof readers.

A scholar of linguistics caen tell
fairly accurately from your voczbulary,
end the variations of your pronunciation
whether you are from the east, tie deep
south, or from southern Illinois, etec.
Pray tell, just where.shall we find the
highest degree of perfection?

Some educators stress the asdvice to "be
yourself" and "do not try to be what you
gre not." Others will advise "when in
Rome, do as the Romans do." Only a few
have attained the high degree of a
"Rhodes Scholar" and only a few can use
the "King's English" correctly. £o, if
we make mistakes; consider the source.

Horatio Alger was a Harverd gradusate
with high honors. He had the knowledge
enabling him to converse with the "Elite,"
yet he had the knack of speaking the lan- '
guage the street boys could understand.

(Double ought-nothing)




.~-',Btretion, alsplay pren—
. set up of exhibits —— and
r, etc., Thursday afternoon end
May 18th. Friday end Saturday
er the various activities of the
and a 7:00 A.M. farewell
Sundsy the 21st will be the
touch, Mark your caslendars
1_ 7 = arrange for time off from your
iﬁb — reserve 8 baby sitter — and start
§ --“:'ybur piggy benks for the needed

e are fairly new at the "affair,
event, and session" game, and have a lot
to learn. They say thet good judgement

comes from experience; and that experi-
| I8 ence comes from bad judgement. Ve hope
3 ihat adege doesn't apply to us, end that
. we can profit from the advice of others-~
—-our "Psrtic'ler Friends."

I Mt our last two meetings — in Mendota

' end Milwaukee — there h&s been some

I Alger selling and swapping -- more or

" L¢ss on & hashazard catch-as-you-can
basis. Vhat would you think of opereting

the way they do 2t coin meetings? That

1s, setting up "bourse" tsbles. Te will
reserve =z time and place for this activ-
ity, and anyone who has books for sale or
trade can digpley his wares on a large
table vhere all can browse for a time.
This would apply only to books for sale

| or trade and -would probably eliminate

| confusion.

The "bourse teble" idez would be for a
specified time —— in cne room, and would
eliminate the need for attendees to stand
puard in their vespective rooms waiting

. fov company. As far gs displays and ex-

} nilits sre concerned, they would still be
) get up in individusl rooms. Vea'll try to
. give all ettending the session a roster

! of attendees —— vith notations sfter the

nemes that have displeys. Any other

" idens? Remember, "there's no limit to
rhat con be accomplished if you don't
ﬂare-who gets the credit.“

T R

 FLASH — Haxl&n Hiller, PF-170, Des
~ Moines, with yours truly ss his temnis
ghattered his "Achilles"

a hot geme in Des Moines

-new Racquet Clubi Herlan

m m&w will have his leg in a

six weeks. 'ith the know-

"migery loves company", I

1o follow in hiz footsteps Monday,
gﬂ?ﬁﬁ but only succeeded in
the »mcla in my left leg.

! thﬂt 1'11 b& #bla to

. doubles

My Alger books "in miniature" now com-
prise 17 titles. And I cen attest to 139
Llger titles in all. (Editor's note: in
his persomel collection).

It has been said that "everyone is igno-
rant about something." One thing I w&s
ignorant about was DIME NOVELS -- until
Eddie LeBlanc, PF-015, enlightened me with
a voluminous &nd prompt answer to my in-
quiry.

Lafue Marquesen (PF-172) erni Liz wife
Betty are people you will enjoy .e=ting
at our "Des lMoines Sessioni" Litas and
Betty heve lived in Iowa since 1952 —
moving here from South Dakota. ri-172 is
General Manager of Geo. L. Horm.l & Co.,
(meat packers) in Fort Dodge ann serves
on Hormel's board of directors sl Austing
Winnescta. LaRue and Betty are avid "an-
tique hounds" and have a fabulous col-
lection of Vedgewood, rare glass and "ob-
jet d'art." Irene Gurman, PF-OAl, an-
other liedgewood savent, talked with the
Marcuesens about Josieh's fine products
during a visit to Iowa this summer.

Our annuzl meetings are held for the
purpose of discussing and learning about
Alger and his writings -- and the "propa-
gation of the faith" in his ideals, as
well as the improvement of the Horatio
Alger Society and its activities. Keep
in mind, though, thet all our Partic'lar
Friernds have other interests, too,
renging from stamp, coin end button col-
lecting —-to antique automobiles. There's
& veritable amalgam of occupations ana
interests represented in our "uoziety."

Enlarge yvour outlook on life by at-
tending the Des iioines Session iu 1967.
=30~ Jack Row

(Editor's note: Since Jack hasn't men-
tioned it in his column, I suopcie you
are all anxious to learn how the tow's
fared during the recent tornado in Iowa.

Reports came over the airwaves Friday,
October 1l4th, that & tornado had touched
dovwn at EBelmond, Iowa, doing considerable
demage. I vias concerned enough to call
the Row home the following evening after
reading the local newspaper account. £Ll-
though the Row's (Jack & Beth) were not
et home, I learned that except for some
high wind end hall, they suffered no ill
effects or damege from the storm.

Jack sent by return mail newspaper ac-
counts from the Des Moines Register and
Tribune. Belmond is only some fourteen
miles from Clarion. According to the
Register and Tribune, the storm that
swept through Belmond, literally covered
the entire state. 4 few people wore
killed and many were injured, clus con~
siderable property damage. Belmond!s
population is about 2500. Only = small
portion of the homes and huild‘ngs To-

ingatanding.

» spared, but am' hearts go
sidents Qf - ., as far

Ve are tha: .



