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PRESIDENTIAL PCNDERINGS 

TH~ ADS and other ~'Ti.tings in the press 
continue to make reference to "A Horatio 
J1lger Story" --of rags to riches-- of the 
American dream. It is lamentable that 
the rniddle and younger generations have 
only a foggy idea of just v:ho Horatio 
.AlP.er 1as and v1hy his t1f:me is so identi­
fied. Many think Horatio Alger was the 
namo of a hero vrho made good. 

~bviously, one of the challenges facing 
our Society is to carry out, the story to 
.rt.e uorld, through every, possible medium, 
that Horatio Alger was en author of boy's 
stories --- a ?rolific end a successful 
one; that many of his plots saw the young 
heroes att.ain success, but that the 
v:ritings of this man were deeper than 
rnere 'lloney --- that they had to do '','i th 
desire, thrift, right dealings., hard 
v•ork, self-education, and honesty. Your 
ideas olease, all youH.A.S. members~­
how can 1''e help correct the neglect that 
Alger has sustained these ~ast fifty 
years? 

Hor t'IA!\1Y 1:nEr'ABFRS and friends V'ould like 
a copy of "Disagreeable Wome.n" (Julian 
Starr, pen-name of Horatio Alger) and 
.~'J'0t~ing to Do" enough to post :~· 5 for 
ea.ch volume in advance to determine 
v1hether enough copies could be sold 
natiomlly through c0llector 1 s outlets to 
justify a s~all, special collector's 
edition, each one numbered and 
registered? (First 150 numbered copies 
reserved for H.A.S. members). 

The idea has been suggested end ex::-
11lored. The project v1ould be venture­
some, but surely worth-while, at least to 
collectors who have been foiled -00 da.te 
in their efforts to secure these and 
other eli1cive titles for- their collect­
ions. 

There might be other collectors, not 
S0ciety memrers, v,·ho also would pay :" 5 
for a reprint of such choice and re.re 
volumes. 

'J'he tv:o titles meritioned are avoilable 
on microfilm. 'l'his would permit printing 
by lithographic methods, eliminating the 
cost of t:vnesett.ing. Possibly the covers 
... v .• 1,1 be fashioned aftet> the design of 
-1, ~, 'riginal volumes. 

r contiruec1 at top of pace) 

If financially feasible, and ::T.(,·~essful 
on the first tv;o titles, it is possible 
thet other rare titles such as "Timothy 
Crump's Verd" might be attempted lt.iter. 

Your president welcomes the thoughts of 
the members on this suggested project. 
Don't ~en<l any money. Just tell us if 
you vrould be aboard, should the project 
be undertaken. 

rIELf' lb COMING along apac.e in the 
travel+ing Alger library exhibit project. 
Dz n Fuller, of Madison, \I isconsin, has 
offered a couple of volumes. In l.Titing 
to offer them he relates that he is close 
to reaching 100 volumes in his collection. 
This after only E.. year in the hobby. 

Ed Levy is contributing three story 
papers on the covers of v:hich feature 
unn0uncements are mE..de cf the rtlger ~tory 
featured therein. A real atter.tion-
get ting contribution. 

Does anyone have a Ragged Dick, in good 
condition but not a valuable early 
edition, that is surplus v:ith them and 
'l";hich they would be willing to "Jontribute 
to the project? 

We could use, also, P couple of copies 
in good condition of paperback editions 
having colorful covers. The titles need 
not be r are . 

It is our hope to have the exhibit 
finished for its unveiling at the Des 
Boines .::>ession, at rihich time tentative 
dates for loan for ,local shm.ings can be 
booked. 

IT'.S A u!TTLE LATE now, but we thought 
you v1ould be inter.estecl in the text of a 
fine letter from Senator Everett M­
Dirksen, over his signature, tha.t vras 
written us &t tne time of our 1.Ul. Event 
but ·::hich did not a:-rive in time to be 
reed to the members present, as rias in­
tended. \'1rote Dirksen: 

11 1 appre~iate this opportunity to 
salute the members of the Horatio Alger 
Society. Truly I was a diligent reader 
of the entire Horatio Alger ::oed.es d1en 
I ,·ms a toy. Frankly, they \'.ere fruit­
ful. One of the most im,ortant. t.hirigs 
about these individual books i•, L:1at 
they v,ere •.ritten ar-0urnl some .._.;l'·.t.cu1.H!' 

( cont.j !1UA~ on !"-·&e ih·ee) 
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c:~/' r:GES <)F ArDRESS: T 'E M p 0 R A R y 

£1F-004 T-.'ir. & Mrs. Ecward G. Levy 
139 Sunrise Avenue, 
Palm Beach, Florida 33480 

The Levys rill be ~intering here immed­
iately following t.he holiday sea son, 
Janunry through April. 

NEV' MF'1EERS f?EPOR'l'ED 

PF-187 Mr. Donald 8. Chc-1mberlain T-012 
945 S. '!"'. 76th Avenue, 
Miami, Florida 33144 

PF-188 Judge Daniel J. Gillen 
927 Centre Street, 
Jamaica Plain Stcition, 
Boston, Mass. 02130 

-~HHHf-**"-~H**"::-lP.t-:Ht-:t-:1*-:~ -:~!*>HHt-*-:l-lHH~H~>~ 

B 0 0 K M A HT 

21''-128 (Harland H. Eastman) offers: 

E. llNYB, E 48NYB, G ?4MAD, G ?5P&C, 
E 81NYB, F 91JCV', Fl25AKL, El35NYB, 
Gl60J1.LB. 

??-135 (Irving J. Poznan) offers: 

F 65~&8, G 75JC~, G 94P&C, Fl33AI<L, 
FU.9AKL. 

?F-186 (Jack Barker) offers: 

G 4"SP, F 5JCV', F llVTC, F 23'1~AD, 

G 25,."2P, F 25NYP, G 2srsP, F 3o:··sp, 
G 32 ·':l'D , F 33dllD, P U,H&C, P '4SlAD, 
F 43NYB, F 51P&-C, F 5 5i.~f\ L, F 6m'PC, 
G 631.'1:::-P, F 63,~JiD, G 76HTC, G 76V'~P, 
F 78JC\'' , G 81 ~!iliD, F 81SFC, F 83JCV•' , 
F 85!1R·C, G 88NYP, F 95!-!&C, Gl~2H&Cj* 

Pl?2?t·C, Fl2.3HTC, Gl26II&C, Fl28~S, 
Fl28'~C ' Fl28NYB, Gl35H&C, Gl.37'i!PC, 
F14a-ITC, Pl42H&Ct Gl57ALB, Pl60MAD, 
Fl65MAD, Gl85JCW, Pl85Mac, Gl86MAD, 
Pl88ALB. 

~~-186 elso offers: (write for details) 

i.~SOSY - 1/58, f,153, & #190 & ffi 
BALLOU 1 S Summer Hours (poem) 
GOLDEN rAYS Five volumes containing short 
storie~ and portions of book length 
serialized stories. 

HAPPER'S (conte.ins two short stories) 
STUDEt'T & SCHOOLMATE - 'lhree volumes, 
containing u poem, short stories & book 
length. 

YOUNG FOLKS PAPER (British) containing 
the complete story of #1.30. 

(Edi tor 1 s note: Bar!cer' s b60 & 137 fire 
\"hi tmen ecJtions. f/122 & 142 are minia­
ture PCitJons. f/25 & 88 are Nevi York ?ub­
lirhing editior.s \';hich ere ra?'e and un­
usue.l edit ions "li th top edge gilded. 

f.E u~r.r:; Y0U TO RUY FRO~~, AN:C SELL TO 
PAr.'l'lG •T_,:1~ Hlth'!:' CC·LT.• CT0RS AND DEALERS 
iH ~ ' ~''.!.··~ :· ''.'-J .1.:.., • '. I, 'Hl .,Nf: y:)U. 

• INTRO.CUCTION OF NEV. MEl'l!BERS 

Don comes to us by ' ay of Max Friedman. 
Don v'as visiting in the area and learned 
of Max's garage sale; attended, and 
learned of our Society. Upon returning 
home to Florida, he inquired for further 
information. The result is a new memhe~. 

Don is an aeronautic&l engineer, a col­
lector of books, including Alger and 
r._vie.tion. 

Judge Gillen comes to us by r;:ay of a 
gift membershjp from our Eastern me.ubers, 
who attended, and met him at O'.Jr l'?t6 
f,lger ~~emor·ial Service at Sou-':,h : 1-1 ~ick. 

Judge Gillen v-as the principl0 ::;_1eaker 
at this lv1emorial Service, eind h;_i,· adud.red 
Alger since his boyhood days. Further 
remarks about Judge Gillen may bo found 
on ?age 5 of the August 19t6 edition of 
this newsletter. 

A NEVI FEATURE 

There v1ill not be a January issue of 
the newsletter, but beginning in the Feb­
rua.~J issue v:e will have a ~uestion & 
Answer Department. There c..re some ques­
tions 1l':'.1ich may be bothering you, as v1ell 
as myself; so, send in your questions (to 
the editor} and we shall try to get as 
many viewpoint answers as possible, "'!hich 
we will publish and try to establish a 
reasonably accurate answer . 

One such statement often referred to in 
the Press by special fec:.ture v.Ti ters is 
the number_ of hlger books published. 
s~ch statemer.ts may be an under-statement, 
or may be over-rated. \lhat is the _Jublic 
to accept a.:;; tin accurate ansvuff? If I 
were c.:.sked, 11V'.1hat does the Socit:ity h&ve 
to f.ay a.bout this'?" I could only ref er 
them to Gcrdner's estimate in L ... s book. 

Gardner estimates four hundred million. 
The 0ociety neecis a clevr-cut c-.Lsv;er to 
such a y_uestion, pre9ared to q .. nta our 
source of information. ¥:hat v·ol:lci be 
your ansr;•er, if asked'! Give us your 
viev.s, and source of informetioL And 
send in ano_ther question to be pondered 
upon. 
*-lE-;HP.P.Hh't-:t-:l-l!-lP'..-*:'<-:h't-:!*-:HE-'~~:Hr:t-~"***":.h't-:<-.H~·l~:h~ 

BIRTHDAYS 

PF-001 Max Friedman 
Our Hero HORhTIO 1lLGER 
PF-143 John McConnell 
PF-102 Mrs. Carl (Jean) 

January 9 
January lJ 
Janu.ury 26 

Hartmann Jan. 29 

If your birthday occurs in February or 
March, be sure to notify us. 

Ken & I recently observed the 5th anni­
versa~y of the founding of our organiza­
tion v:i th pleasant memories, and noted 
the wonderful .Jrogress \':e have muae, 
thi,nks to our Pertic 1 lar Frienus. 

The NF.\.SBOY extends Holidc.y Grf" ' :.ngs to 
all of our P~rtic 1 lnr :fderr •1 B·st 
r'i ~,hes f 01· a J; r\~ HJ r. ,:; 1. ~ • ' 
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l0r"l'I'I.l\L PONDE1lINGS (continued) 

slogan or truism that remained v.'i th the 
rerder. 

One in particular I have never for­
got.ten. it h.sd, for its general theme, 
STIC{ TO Y'JUR BUSH. In life I heve seen 
it hanpen. thousands of times, that people 
failed only because they·failed to stick 
t.0 t.'Le ~ush until all the fruit hed been 
o'htained. I know of no better admonition 
to the youth of the country find an 
interest ancl stick to i t. 11 

DOES ANY HEMBER recall this assertion 
in one 0f the Alger stories? If so, 
kimly advise us in r'hich story this 
statement can be' found. 

(Editor's note: A similar ~eprint of 
the text of Senator I:irksen1 s- letter "las 
recently published in the newsletter ~nd 
c~n be found on page 5 of the September, 
1966 issue) 

rF : OULD LIKE earnestly t.o encourage 
:.~;:== members to write short papers on 
. , 7'T, Alger stories, and Algeriana .•• 
f )~ u~e in Ne~sboy. In reading Alger 
ha•:e you discovered some interesting or 
u:iusu31 facet that· is worthy of comment? 
:i.cive you done any J.lger ·research? If so 
v:hy not break into print with· your facts 
c nd conclusions'? Do you have any 
thoughts on tlger writing style ... A leer 
plots ••. .Alger charaeters ... Alger de ... 
scrintions ... ftlger incidents? 

Y:eve you run ecross something on 
Alger 1 s life or career V!hich heretofore, 
as fa.r as you know, has not been pub­
lished? Got an.v thoughts ebout Alger's 
publishers, or first e~iti0ns, or serial­
izations, or paperbacf<s or periodicals? 

Any r·riting 11boners" o'r lapses of · 
memory? Any odd cont!adictions? Any 
gems of rhetoric or expression? 

. ' 

Please, let's have more member~contri-
. buted talk on Alger. V·e know you are 
reading his st.cries. V'e knov; you ere 
dlgging out information v,·herever possi­
hle. Ple~se~ please share it with the 
r2st of us •.• even the! smallest tidbit! 

Your Patic'lar Friend:,: KEN BUTLER, 
President H.A.S. 
-l:-lHP.}-*'***l'rlHHHHH~~Hl-:h'(-**lHl-~:HI** 

A BOOK REVIEV•ER H.AD THIS TO . SAY 

"Nevertheless, if one can ignore the 
Horatio Aiger atmosphere v·hich permeates 
the whole account, Auto Pioneering ~ill 
make pleP.sent reading for an evening." 
(fxcerpts from review of A Remarkable 
't.ocy Qf Ren~m F, Olds) by Joe L. . 
Norris in ~nichigan History, December 194 9. 
An indication is gleaned 1 here that Olds 
attested to the workability of the Alger 
princiiJles. The REO r-utomobile got its 
name from the initials of Ransom E. Oids, 
also producer of the Oldsmobile, now a 
('~: pr,).lt1 Jt. (PF-000) 

• EDITORIAL ERUPTIONS 

My editorial office is now complete with 
wall to wall book shelves, storage cabi­
nets, room furnishings and aecorations in­
cluding a generous hint of my interest in 
ftlger. A plea5ant ret::'eat to spend idle 
hours. 

The ea~ly November, ~nd unseasonable, 
heavy snow-fall disa9peared in a tor­
renticl do'l"n-pour of rain, accompani~d. by 
thunder and lightning. Thum.er is nice. 
It ~erv.es a useful purpose) too. In the 
miocile of the night it is a v1arning to get 
uo and close the v1inciows. There is some 
r;0d in all things. 1he expression 11All 
that glitter~, is not gold" mar be re­
versed for another good object lesson. 
Even the f~lthiest, most repuleivo, traf­
fic spbttered snow bank a.t the siri.e of the 
road, I discovered, contains .a he:.ir:t of 
clean, spotless snow. 

Recently I read Edward Egb].eston's The 
Hoosier School-Boy, and formed an opinion 
that it >;;as compar:aljile and competitive 
v•ith Alger's- vJOrk.' Currenij.ly I have jus.t 
finisi1ed his The Hoosier E.;chool-;Aa ster, 
expecting to find more of t.~e same, but I 
~as denied the results .which I expected • 

This story was re-written in 1892, some 
21 yea~s after the original manuscript, 
from pe-riodical length to book length. 
It is from the later edition in which I 
take a second look at his writing style, 
possibly with a cri tim~l viev1point . in­
tended, but instead, I mU£t a.ckno\7ledge 
his ability to develo:? interesting plots 
and create life-like characters of the 
era in v:hj.ch he vtri tes. 

In addition to the leading role of Mas­
ter, it is true that he created a young 
hero in Shocky, a bully in Bud, a love 
interest in Hennah, Shocky's sister, and 
a couple of villans in Dr. Small and Pete 

-. Janes in the original manuscript. But, 
in the latE;r edition, he had sv·ce to 
eleborate on his description of cnuracters 
playing upon your emotions, ma~dng you 
hate and despise the villans such as Pete 
J0nes who voluntarily exiled himself to 
Pike County, Missouri. 

I do not .know, but I am curious, v:hy 
Eggleston, even Alger, had such little 
respect for Pike Co\J.!lty. In Poznan's 
letter (in this issue), reference again 
is ma~ to Pike County. Pike County bor­
ders the Mis13issippi, River as does other 
counties, and other states. . . 

Mark Twain, referring to the adyentures 
of Huck Finn ip h_is boo:k, Life on the 
Mississipoi, also.created some tough 
charecters which \'.ere floating down the 
river on a raft, the. ylorst of which caipe 
from "the v1ilds of .rkansaw!" It stands 
to reeson that Tw~lin. would not degrade 
the State of Missonri, or aey _part of it, 
Rince he \'las born there. My father, tt.rrl 
grandmother James, likewise, though we 
claim r~ relation to Jesse (Desperado 
1847-1882), born in Excelsior Spring:3. 

(Doucle ouryht-J'V)thine) 
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1' \8.TJC 1LAR FRIENDS PAGE {V'hat our readers 
arn writing) 

V.rf: . P.ohima r:alter, PF-160 

T·ks. 1"alter reports that she has been 
able to purchose a few Alger books local­
l y, and ul~s the 11 she boug~t fro~ a PF, 
she hPs ~e~n ahle to arvance her colleet­
ion from T-g (last reported) to T-36. 

Splendid! She is also leaving no stone 
untu~ned in her search for information 
which may Drove to be hel:ml in estab­
lishing a. r~lationship betv1een her grand­
father, Arthur Augustus Alger, and our 
hero. Good luck. 

n.~orris ')lsen, PF-106 

: ~as ?leasantly surprised to receive a 
tele~hone c~ll from ~orris recently. He 
renorts that there is little, but at 
least some improvement in his v•ife 1 s con­
dition. Ehe has been confined at home 
since last summer. '~orris re~orts that 
hls Alger collection has swelled from 
1-114 (last reported) to T-143. He is 
hopeful that our annual convention may be 
held in his irea in 1968. 

Frnest Sanford, PF-032 

Frnest hc.s been confined ~t home for 
the past t•:·o months vri th phlebitis; first 
in rii;ht ankle, then later in right knee. 
He seerris to he 1 stymied' v:ith T-11.3 (last 
reported) e.nd his interest has SVlitched 
temnon:irily to Deriodical material in 
Gleason and Ireosy. vlthouch his current 
activity is confimed to mail inquiries, 
he reports he has just acquired a round 
volume of Arfosy ~~hich contains tre story 
Cast uoon the Breal<ers. 

Mex Friedman, PF-001 

' PX & Blanche are nou: settled in their 
r.-"'t/2..y ncauired home. re v;ere guests ut 
i:. n2ir 1 open house• recently. A lovely 
home "·i th lots more space for books & 
things. fviex has just added one Alger 
title to his collection for a total of 
T-78. 

Irving Poznan, PF-135 writes: 

Do you have a favorite Alger character? 
I don't necessarily meen a hero or vil­
lain type. Merely someone in a support­
. ng role v•ho turns out to be very in­
teresting. ~,y favorite--in a humorous 
v~in--is "the rip-roarer from Pike 
County, Mi::;souri," es graphically de­
scribed in Joe 1 s Luck. I first read the 
dialogue dealing with him some 40 years 
ap.o and the norcls stucl< •"'ith me. (quote) 

11 Do you r'louht rr:y Viorel?" he says, 
fiercely, "Insults must be washed out 
l'li th blood," ( umuote) 

I think Alger did a remarkably fine 
job in traring the development of 

( co.1ti.nuerJ at top cf page) 

"Julius" in Slow & Sure, and later, 
Julius, the Street Boy. Julius is cer­
tainly one of my f a vorite 11lger heroe s . 

(Editor's note: The above quote may be 
found in chapter 26) 

Steve Press, PF-164 writes: 

••. But I do have somP. good news: My col­
lection of J\lger ti t.les i s now almost 
forty! IJh, e lot of NY B 1 s o rrl such, but 
Algers! And I'm proud of t h em .... 

.... There are ragged shoe shin~ :oys ~n 
the streets ..• They are young, e2~~r a nd 
seem to hav,; hope and feel the yt :>mi s e of 
the richnei:is t hat surrounds t :1em. Jrnd 
when you go to Grand Centra l Terminal , 
there ere alr;ays very young boys opening 
cab doors &nd offering to c~rry the bags. 
No, they don't ~ay, 11 sma sh yer baggage," 
but they are direct descendents of the 
boys tha t did. One rainy, v:indy eve ning 
recently I t c. lked T:i th one of these young 
fellows and he told me tha t he and his 
baby brother ( v1ho stood quietly-his nose 
running--at his side) had already ma de 
seventeen dollars! And they Heren' t 
through yet. They looked to be about 8 
and 12 years old. These boys are a l most 
all negro-end hov1 much in the spirit of 
Alger they are living. They feel the 
promise of release from poverty and the 
promise of opportunity our country can 
offer, 8nd they are knocking at the door 
as the boys did v;hen the Ne~. sboy Lodging 
,..e s c rec. tecl . 

Horatio or.ce rrrote, v1hile he v1as in 
Europe for the second time, "I am able 
to confirm what has so often bee n a sserted 
-that noVlhere but in .America a r e oppor­
tunities afforded to those who r:ish to 
rise." And Hora tio summed this up by 
stating: "Let this thought stimulr, te the 
ambition of those boys y,•ho are hampered 
by poverty and limited advantage, and 
teach them that an honorr,ble position in 
life may be attained by those v;ho a re 
\villing to work for it. 11 THE 1;10h.L THINGS 
CHANGE - THE MORE THEY STAY TH:l!. 01u.1E! 

Thet' s hov.· I felt when I finished \7rit­
ing my little play. It could be nov. ! 
That 1 s why I avoided any deliniation of 
period. It could be a nytime -- yesterd~y 
or today - and tomorrov1, too, as long c. s 
t.1ere is poverty and meannes :-. . 

(Editor's note: Steve modestly reports 
that his Alger play, entitled: TOM COOPFR, 
Cl\PTAIN OF INDUSTRY, is on the threshold 
of being acce:.>ted and produced, perha.t;>s 
next summer. My orm Alger ploy, entitled~ 
THF. BOY FROM THE BOVERY, still in .Jro­
gress, is most likely c!estined to be <in 
achievement for personal and private en­
joyment) 

Jim Thorup, PF-183 v.rrites: 

•••. as a boy I O\'med many of them (Algers) 
and read them &nd reread them. I do not 
at present own arzy ••• I'd like to .... · y 
recent renewed interest in Alger \:l!ts 

(continued on pare fiv~) 
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Jim Thorup, PF-lSJ (continued) 

stimulated hy · vhat I feel . is e need for 
our hoys t0da:v to get back.to the spirit 
of free enterprise, and to get away from 
"the vrorld owes. me ci living" attitude. I 
believe that boys· could anc1 v1ould cetch 
the S1;)irit of v·ant.ing to do things on 
their o~n if they had some encouragement. 
Alger can provide that I'm sure - as he 
di~ for me and others I know •••• 

I have a very fine business friend and 
associate named Joe Cassman. Joe's story 
is·like an AlgeF hero •••• Like myself -
Joe has been and is an Alger fan - re de-

• 1 ciced over lunch ~ne day.that we would 
like to re-issue some of Alger's books. 

· e have.thought to use 13 titles ••• m~y 
I as'~ the hel'.l of all ip giving us the 
best 13 titles in the opinion of your 
reacp.rs .. ~.After v e decide upon the 
titles - \"fe'd like to bey, rent, borroVl, 
or ho-;ever ,, .. e c~ n get them, to u:;e for 
cooy. 1" e are open of course to .all the 
help · e c~n get from fociety members. A 
re-issue •"ould naturall~r create new · 
interest. 

I am very pleased to have fourrl ell of 
you .and I am sure you are "my kind of 
people". Let me he-lp any way I con. 

(Fditor's note: Th~. tEt>Cts of the less ex­
pensive reprints are ic3 entical v•i t.h first 
~di~ion;:;, and sre not ·h&rd to obtain. f-11y 
choice of some of the catchy alliterative 

. titles ere: Brave & Bold, Do & Dare, 
Helping Himself, Lester''s Luck; Luc~c & 
Plurlc, fink or Swim, Slow & .sure, ftrive 
&: ~>1cceed,. Sti-ong & St'eaCly, Tattered Tom, 
'Iry & Trust, vait & Hope; and ,tlorl< & \'.'in. 
Send your choice of story titles direct 
to Ji:n. .And good luck on your project, 
Jim). 

Paul J. Fisher, PF-148 

lJ'hat started out to be a cross-index 
catalog of Alger titles in Paul's col­
lection of 56 or.more tities, for his 
personal reference, may become useful to 
us all in revised.BOOK MAR~ coding. The 
suggested coding might look something 
like ,this: ALB4SlC4G, in v·hich a lot of 
information is confined to a small amount 
of s~~ce. The code above refers to A.L. 
Burt, Adrift in Net·r York, spine design #1 
cover design #4, good condition. 

The suggested code could also. be used 
in lengthy rAnt lists among members who 
could interpret the · coding. A lot of 
w6rk mus.t be done in preparation before 
the suggested.coding could be aclopt.ed. 
Paul is e n.'Xious sn:i willing to proceed on 
t 1 e SUJY~ested. project, .-but due to his 
, ir..fted co11,eot.ion, l:ie needs lots of in­
l ~ ;·, ·>tion, :end cooperation from any 
s ; .'"r c. ~··he'!'e the needed information may 
~ .. ;,".J~·ai ne.L 

•.<'),ti.r.1·~~ at top of page) 

• 
Paul J. Fisher, PF-148 (continued) . -

Paul also has another excellent idea. 
For a start he has photographed the covers 
and soines of his own A.L. Burt editions, 
and r~produced them on suggested ca t a log 
she~ts, using the suggested coding. Paul 
may be on the tnreshpl-d of a ma j or break­
tb.rougl') which would aid Alger collectors 
tremendous;Ly in identifying BOOK !iAAR'.1' 
offerings, or on want lists. 

.Again, your coo9er•tion is solj~ited in 
eo!Il}iling this vc. st a r.iount of i r1f ,,·mation 
\'.hich v1ould be .made ava ilable tc ,:"' . If 
you v:ish to ,?articipate in Paul 1 ~ ri r o j e ct, 
v:rite him an6. offer your a ssi s t a rice. 

Jaclc Be.rker, PF-1$6 writes: 

•.•• '.1~y 11 de.fense" of Alger really do€s 
not merit much consideration as the i ni­
tiul . article by my friend Leo Aikman ac­
tual.ly served to bring to the a ttentio n 
of the reading public . the recent excellent 
bqoks on Alger Vffi t ten by those \f\UCh bet­
ter ~ualified than ·I am t9 discuss his 
virtues ... , 

•••• 1:''llat ·prompted ·me to write Leo >.a s 
the feeling t~ai;., ~:hatever his fina.nci 1:1l 
status et the time of his death, Alger 
q :. s s rich metn. 

. . . 
He v:as rich in that he achieved success 

in doing "'hat he V'anted to· do. He re­
ported the times and scenes of hi s day, 
and £ave hope - and money - to boys &nd 
institutions for boys. tle did ~uch to 
abo:!.ish the vicious "padrone11 ~ystem. 
He wes able to travel and a9yreciate 
other lands and I have found no unkind 
words about any ·race or class in any of 
his stories. He even· lets some of his 
villains reform! 

There must have peen cons iderable satis­
fection in such a life even if, as it is 
now reported,. he was played for a sucker 
mcr.y times; his ha bi ts were often on t he 
odd side, and some of his philosophies 
appear rather pusillanimous today. 

Perhaps Leo Ai.kinan wi:;s wrong in his 
final conclusion that Alger's life r,as 
not a typical Alger story. His he·roes 
earned ~ealth and position; , he did not, 
as well as I can remember, tell v:hat they 
chose to do vlith their v.ealth or whcit 
satisfaction-they gained from itt 
(Editor's not~; The .Aikman article <ip­
pei•red in the .Atl~nt~ .Jour.nal-Constitu­
tion, September 11, 1966, arid the ori­
ginal article r:hich prompted Jack to re­
ply, appeareq August 28, 1966) . 

Jack Row, PF-101 vrrl,.tes: · 

The Neri York social register, 1890, 
lists Alger as residing vrith John M. 
Dovinie, 36 '~. 33rd, arxl that he belonged 
to the Hcrvard Club. (Editor's note; 
Other listi:ngs · provi'ded by Stanley Pachon 
may be fotind in the August 1966 issue of· 
this newsletter. V'atch for a S'lecilll. 
mailing from Jack during Januar;r, reln­
ti ve to the l es .• \oines ... es~ion • rogr~ . ) 
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Through the kindness and generosity of 
Jack Barker, PF-186, we have &.Xerox copy 
of a pege from Ne?! York V·'eekly , August 
5, 1872. Beneath a line Q.rawing of 
Horatio Plger Jr. by Laura Caxton, is the 
follovring biographical sketch, which vfill 
be of interest) Tie hope, to most members 
of the Society. This v;as written over 

94 years ago: (auote) 

"This talented young author has enjoyed 
a career of cumulative successes since 
his thirteenth year, when, to the as­
tonishment of his parents, he demon­
strated that a boy barely in his teens 
n:H: capable of writing articles worthy of 
:.ic~e::itance by the press. To develop the 
L• terary genius thus €~rly indicated, he 
~ecarne an assiduous student at Harvard 
ColleP,e, edvenced rapidly in his studies, 
and after a brief period bade farewell to 
tbn.t :-enormed seat of learning, bearing 
to his ~irth-place and home, in Revere, * 
n~ar Boston, a diploma v.hich ranked him 
<.~ong the first graduates in a Class dis­
tinguishec for ability. 

(Editor's note: I believe the Alger's 
v.-ere living in South Natick at the time 
referred to above) 

From that time h& h<c.s been constantly 
before the Public,_ as a contributor to 
Newspapers, and Magazines. Among other 
publications, he hes contributed to 
Harper's i1agazine, Harper's V'eeklv, 
Putnam's :·iagaz.ioe, and the tforth American 
Revier:, besides a number of popular story 
papers. To ~ualify him$elf for his 
literary vocation, by studying men and 
manners in foreign countries, he visited 
Furone in 1860, returning to his native 
lAnd soon after the outbreak of the ~ar. 

The national conflict arcused his 
p;etic imagination, and during the war he 
v-r'1te several b.e.llads, which at once be­
r~me popular; some of them, indeed, were 
considered so meritorious that they have 
been included in the Rebellion Record, 
an0 other collections. His earlier 
literary v1ork .was intended for the enter­
t2inment of mature .readers, as, for ex­
ample, his story of Marie Bertrandi or, 
The felon's Daughter, 1·hich appeared in 
The Nev: York ·Vieekly, over eight yet'irs 
ago. 

Shortly after the publication of the 
story just named, he essayed the juve­
nile line, and was so remarkably success­
ful that he has since nwde it a special­
ty. Fourteen of his juvenile stories 
have been published in book-form, all of 
which have had a Large sale ~ the six 
VTOl'lcS designated The Rc.gged rick Series, 
being so popular as to have clre:ady 
reached an aggregate sale of sixty 
thoueand. 

( cnntl 't'J.Ued at top of page} 

Mr. Alger seems to have closely studied 
the youthful mind, for in su)plying it 
v.i th instruction, in the guise of enter­
tainment, anQ inculcating moral princi­
ples, by re]resenting in fiction the 
punishment attending evil, he addressed 
himself with force o.nd effect to the 
inner monitor. 

The impressions thus received are 
likely to influence for good his young 
readers; and this is the reason vrhy 
Foratio A.lger' ·s boys' stories lllCl.Y be 
found in all libraries, c:cnd even urnong 
those belonging to Sunday bchoo l~. . :.:..o 
high an authority C:LS The Ne;: ! ci ~ :, vening 
Post p!'onounces .. ,r. A. 'even :no ,_·e suc­
cessful than Greenv:ood in London, in de­
picting the street life of the grea t city; 
his sketches of the little 1,rabs of our 
streets are very life-like and effective ' . 

Six years since, Lr. Alger removed to 
New York, where he has made street-life 
a special study, having spent much time 

ex-ploring the highr.ays and byv1ays of the 
metroplis, familiarizing himself with the 
condition and habits of the neglected 
children v.bo roam its thoroughfa.res. His 
first juvenile serial for the Ne~1 York 
l· eekly, "Abner Holden's Bound Boy", \':as 
e&gerly read by our million of reaoers, 
about a year ago, and so v:on the appro­
b&tion of parents, and the enthusiesm of 
the boys and girls, that v.e deemed the 
gifted author an attractive card, Qnd 
therefore induced him to become a regu­
lar contributo'r. 11 

. '• 

"In the present number of the Nevr York 
Weekly we publish the opening chapters 
of another new story by Horatio Alger Jr. 
entitled 11 Brave & Bold; or, The Fortunes 
of Robe:-t Rushton11

• Our young readers 
~ill require no urging to read it, as 
they ar-e Tiell aware of the author's skill 
in delighting and instructing the j1Ne­
nile mind. V!e recommend it to parents, 
confident that the guardians of youth 
"t'.'ill find it in every res_t>ect worthy of 
commendation, and just the kind of story 
they would place in the hands of their 
children; for it pointedly illustrates 
the rewc..rd vhich must attend a life of 
truth, honesty, and manliness, and en­
courages ev~ry boy to imitate the ex­
ample of Robert Rushton, who face<.! the 
misfortunes y·hich beset him \'lith the 
heart of & little hero, and v1as ever 
Brave And Bold." (unquote) 
·~HH~~*6*°**"~~~A4H8'~*X-***i~~'"'*rMc-;~i~~~~ 

How maIJY.. of you have been aule to get 
your child~en to read something that Y:&s 

purported to be .good for them·! Probably 
the only v.ay to get the job clone nov1-a­
deys v·ould be to "condemn" the litera­
ture as unfit for young minds. (Editor's 
note: Reverse psychology'?) • - 30- P!'" -101 

(Editor's note: 1is ·;1e round out. the first 
century since Alger's first popttlarity, 
commentary such as the above ha~ changed 
somev1hat. The bright spot on today's 
horizon, is the admiration oxpre &ed by 
The Horatio Alger Society) 


