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PRESTDENTIAL PONDERINGS

ANTIQUARIAN BOOKMAR magazine asked for
readers to submit list of out-of-print
books they would like reprinted. This
“or their 1967 Yesrbook. Ve wrote them
nominating “Timothy Crump's Vard",
"Nothing To Do", £nd "Disagreeable
Woman'".

Meantime, regretfully it looks as if we
will have to abandon our own hopes of re-
printing "Disagreeable Voman" and "
"Nothing To Do". On the Julian Starr
title we received guarantees of only 15
orders, from nine members.

FOR THE TRAVELLING 1library exhibit, we
received a copy of Ragged Dick —— a nice
clean bright one by Hurst — from our
member Dan Fuller, Madison, Wisconsin.
Thanks, Dan, and we are now about helf
vay along in our planning of this ex-
hibit. Ve plan to show it for the first
time, as you know, st Des Moines in lay.

IT LOOKS LIKE big things for H.A.S.
just ahead. Steve Press has written a
play for musicsl edaption, based on an
Alger theme. 'A N,Y. publisher plans to
re-issue "Julius" and "The Store Eoy", in
May, in fine editions. Joln Mebane has
an upcoming book on collecting, with a
cenerous recommendation given Gerdner's
tywk. Ed Mattson is staging an Alger
..splay at the National 'Antigues Show in
¥'cbruary. Ralph Gerdner is also con-
tributing early Alger material to the ex~
hibit. A masical version of "Tattered
Tom" is rumored for the 67-68 season,
with Marc Connolly the writer.

JACK ROV, without a doubt, is our
super-galesman. As he journeys about
Tova he inspires enthusiagm about Alger,
asks his listeners to become associated
yrith the movement, and “gets the order",
You will note, in this issue of Newsboy,
acknowledgnents of still more members,
most from Towva. -

If our count is correct, Iowa now
boasts 18 members in our Society, passing
Michigan's 12, Tllinois' 11, and the 9
ecach from Mass. snd N. Y.

Among other benefits, this means we
=ill have plenty of talented workers to
stage the Des Moines Session in May; more
than that, practically a guarantee of a

new high in annual coavention attendance.

I know of & society of bell collectors.
True, they are older and larger than we
are, but they have four or five hundred
at their annual get-togethers. By now
all of you doubtless have received Jack's
pre-cormvention activity outline. Give it
serious thought. Be there. Join in the
fun and benefit from the programs.

NOTHING TO DO —- Visiting in New York
City, some months ago, I thought I would
drop in at the New York library and take
a look at their copy of "Nothing To Do"
by Alger. Special arrangements have to
be made; quite naturally; to gain access
to books in their rare volumes col-

-‘lection. The formalities discharged, I

went to an area, as directed, to await
the flashing of the identifying number
which had been given my request. After
an interminable wait, my number flashed,
and I stepped to the counter te obtain
the book. By this time my anticipation
knew no bounds. A library clerk, cer-
tainly unexcited over this pending adven-
ture, shoved a slip at me. It had been
checked, stamped, and marked in various
vays. But the most promlnent on the
marking, and explaining why 1 was handed
the slip and not the book, was this
cryptic phrase. "MISSING".

MIDVWEST MEMBERS of our Society were ex—
cited in early January to open their
Chicago Sunday Tribune magazine section
to find a feature article dealing with
the life and times of Horatio Alger. It
was entitled "Horatio Alger, the Rags to
Riches Boy ... The strange adventures of
a.plucky writer who found fame and con-
troversy by showing a youthful generation
the right — but rough — road to
success", - i

The story was written by Vincent
Starrett, who is a novelist, poet and
literary historian, and who often con-
tributes feature articles to the Tribune.
It is illustrated with the "Western Boy"
frontispiece illustration. It is quite
& lengthy study, on five pages, about
4,200 words in length.

Some members are not completely
enamored of the story. Your president
feels it is one of the best breaks we
have had. Mr. Starrett has done a more
extensive job than most of the recent
commentators on OQur Hero. His is a rea-
gonable, studied, and zltogether favor-

(comtimed on page two)



PRESIUINITAL PONDERINGS: (continued)

able discussion. He is qguite accurate
and makes allowances. He concedes he was
once a follower of the adventures of
Alger's heroes and says he himself came
close to the type.

Our trouble in re-esteblishing Alger is
that too few of the present.generation
know or care who he is, or what "Horatio
klger Story" means. Usurlly the presen-
tations are in derision ghd mockery of
Alger, his heroes, their experiences end
philosephy -—— the vhole! business. They
don't even get his birth'date correct.
e ecan-do 'with more treatments as
reverent as Vincent . Sternett's.

Let ‘us meke Alger known and understood.
Let us.lead the world t¢ zppreciate in
Alger's works just e part of our esteem.
Then we cen aspire to full rave notices
and no criticism. Bear in mind, however,
that Americans do not 1ike their heroes
completely "perfick".. Even Alger per-
mitted hls boys &n occaslonal misstep.

SOME OF OUR MEMBERS who may not have
already gecured our attractive Alger
Society blazer patch; or'who wish addi-
tionel onee, may with 'to order while ve
still ‘have a small supply. They are £l
each, postpaid. and may ‘be ordered from
our .Seeretary. . They ard:round, red-
white-and-blue in‘'colors; and carry a
sketch ‘of | Raggedlﬂick.-

NOMINATIONS WELL NOW ‘be enterteined .
from members 'for - -candidétes for consider-’
=tion by‘our Awards Comnittee for the
Newsboy Award Plgque, 4o ‘be presented at
thie Des Moinea Session in May.

Nomlnations should neme a vriter, who
need not be an Alger Society member,
whogse current published material in book
or periodical form, has-done the most to
interpret Horatio Alger Ur. and his con- °
tributions towards painting indelibly o
the' American Dream. Send .your nomina- '
tions to me. They will e forwarded to
the committee and eachwill be carefully
considered. Your Partic'lar Friend,
KEN ‘SUTLFR, Presidenmt. i~ . - L
S RSO

THE TRAIN BOY - "I took two of my boys: -
uwp to my psrents' farm over Christmas.
Returning on the NYC wailroad, an old man
got on.and was having some trouble get—
ting his valise 'up onto the rack. It vas
too-heavy for him., Vheh nobody else
moved to: help him, I went to the other
end of’rthe car where he was end pushed
the luggage upon the shelf for him. My
10~year-old boy, watching from our seats °
at the far end of the car, called out:
HORATIO ALGER RIDES:AGAIN! A couple of
pazsengers looked up from their news--
papers, but none suggested they take up e
collettion to help mé pay o6ff the mort- .
gv'agat“ “¢(Ralph D. Gardner)
He i EHHRE R
The y@gr 1967 romiaes to be a big Alger
Terrt “he mv 1968 looks even better!

CLEL'S (Hartmann) COLUMN

Horatio tlger, &s we all know, was &
prolific writer. His stories had many
publisiers and were reprinted under many
titles. Of course our authority on this,
Relph Gerdner's "The American Hero Era",
gives us the many publishers and titles.
Since most of us can't obtain all the
first editions and heve to be satisfied

. with reprints, the contents of the re-

prints becomes of prime importance. Most

~of you I am sure have read the Alger

stories you have. Once read it is seldom
picked up again and beczuse of this it is
important thet you read the whole story
the first time.

Say for instance that the only copy of
"Meking His Vay" that you have is a Gold-
smith. Did you realize that you missed
out on (epprox) 6,000 words? Or if your
copy is a Value Books all of chepters 12,
13, 14 & 15 are deleted? The Penn edi-
tion (The Torld Before Him) is of course
compléte as is the Hurst. This paragraph
from the Hurst edition will illustrste
vwhat I mean. (chapter one)

"Two boys were walking in the campus of
the Bridgeville Academy. They were ap-—
parently of about:the same age — some-
where from fifteen.to sixteen — but there
vwazs a considerable difference in their
attire." Now the same paragraph from
Goldsmith: "Two boys: were walking in the
campus of the Bridgeville Academy."

As you can see,:most of the descriptive
passages have been:Xeft out. Now this
brings up a question: Have these so-
called experts theb pan Alger after read-—
ing one book reed only the asbridged edi-
tions? Have they missed the character
build-up? I like to read Alger, but I
vent to read all that he wrote - of every
story he wrote. #4lger wrote to be read.
To collect him and Mot read him is like
collecting painmtings to hang in & dark
closet. So, unless iyou-have or can ob-
tain the uncut editions, you are missing
some of his best writing. I've only com-
pared six stories so far, but every one
was cut in the cheaper-editions. Those
of you that have fiirst editions znd re-
prints of the sSame:stories, check them
over and let us know what you find.

A statement from "Peter Parley to Pen-
rod" (Preface) has always stood out in
my mind and I'd lmka-to pass it along:

€ $

"Bookcollecting, in the purest form,

Ais a matter of sentiment, & sentiment so

personal that it ceinnot be meusured or
understood by any except those who find

', a rare and satisfying pleasure in the

possession of well-loved volumes. And
since bookcollecting: i8 a sentimental
manifestation what truer type of book-
collecting than the' gathering together
of the books read g8 a child and af-
fectionately recalled."

Don't you think Alger collecting, fits?
Have 93 titles, antl trying for 100. Hope
to see you all in Des Moines, PF-102
(E.N. comtributed metericl cut & edited)
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Mr. Gerald C. Zwetz T-028
8027 Gross Point foad,
Morton Grove, Illinois 60053
0 Mr. Henry G. Felsen T-006
501 - 16th
West Des Moines, Iowa 50265
191 Mrs. Sindy Cosens T-006
263 Prospect Blvd.,
Weterloo, Iowa 50701
)2 Miss Joan Liffring T-006
336 - 18th Street, S.E.
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52403
Mr. Max Sheldon < T-005
Clarion, Iowa 50525
Judge Tom K. Murror: T-005
L325 Harwood Drive,
Pes Moines, Iows 50312
PF-195 Mrs. Joyce Crawford T-010
339 - 22nd Avenue £.V.
Cedar Repids, Iowva 52404
PF-196- Mr. H. James Qlds T-007
Charles City, Iowa 50616
PF-197 Susan Roy T-000
MARGROVE PRODUCTIONS, INC.,
1564 Broadway,
New York, MNew York 10036
PF-198 Mr. Orson C..Grant T-012
530 Lovett Street, S5.E.
Grand Rapids,, Michigan 49506
PP-199 Mrs. Jecgueline Steele T-004
P.0. Box No. 76
Rockport, Maine 0L856

B e LR Ak & e S S

Yho will be sssigned PF-200? Perhe¢ps
sven now this application is in transit,
or snowbound, awaiting delivery. Our
special welcome to you, whoever you may
be. This will be an important milestone
in our membership compilations.

Farly in the s_econd half of ouf' fiscal
year, the State of Iowa hes forged ahead

of Michigen, leading by four members. In

any event Society membership is in-
creasing mith memhers reported in thirty
states.

In the intarest of economy the Junuery
Issue of our Semi-anmial membership
roster was not published. Therefore the
neme of Harold McCuen (re-instated), 60
Sherman Avenue, Mansfield, Ohip M906
should be added (PF-096) to your roster,
es mell as e:ll new msmbars.

It _uggo%xs‘ that cmr ’hopes fa,r an East—

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Gerald and his wife, Everetta, heard of
us through Gilbert Westgard. Gerald is &
tMath" teacher. HReads and collects
material by ard about Alger. Alsc col-
lects piasno rolls. Currently constructing
g "men only" billiard room.

Henry and his wife, Isabel, heard of us
through Jack Row. Henry is a writer with
over 30 books published. Teachss a clsss
in Crestive uriting at Drake Un'versity.
Served with Marines (VWII) with his son
following his footsteps.

Sindy and her husband, Fdwacrd come to
us by way of Jack Row. Sindy has a philo-
sophicel and nostalgic interest in Alger.
She is an artist by profession, "and a
good onel!" says Jack.

Joan comes to us through Jack Row. She
is a feature writer and dhotographer for
the Des Moines Register. She has also
suthored four children's books, and hes
received numerous avards for her work.
fhe is an art savant, a yoga enthusiast,
and runs a note-card business.

Max znd Sophie are friends of Jsck and
Beth Row, WMax is owner of an Insurance &
Real Estete aAgency in Clarion. He is an
avid reader of Alger, an ert savant, and
loves good music.

The Judge, (now retired) and his wife,
0llie, come to us by vay of Jack Row.
He was 9th District Judge for 23 years.
They are both interested in anticues and
love to travel.

Joyce and her husband, Robert, are
friends of Jack Row. As & hobby, Joyce
buys and sells books and antiques. Thisg
is a gift membership.

James and his wife, Jacqyueline, are
friends of the Row's. James is the
president of the bank in Charles City,
which his great gandfather started 75
years ago. James is interested in photo-
graphy, gun and book collecting.

Susan is a partner in her firm, cur-
reitly producing a musical based upon
the Alger book entitled TATTERED TOM,
which will be premiered in March in up-
state New York. OQur best wishes for a
successful opening. (Via Gurdner)

Orson heard of us by vay of a personal
visit to his place of business: CRaNT!'S
BOOK STORE, 449 Bridge, N.V., CGrand Rapids,
by your editor. He has a better than
average stock of Algers, us vell as many
other subjects. His interest in col-
lecting klger, howéver, is u new interest.

Jaequelj.ne is editor and publisher of
BOOKVOEM (mentioned in the Nov. Issue).
Eecenm wrote the HELP V.ANTLD column in

ef buainesa) TBA. bhe was then
ers as "J. ﬁnganh. .
e of har om hoal:;-
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1 \ﬂ.}.ew) off’ers: (with hopes
or upgrade his own collection)

60FPC, G 60JCF, F 61ALB,
-j_ G mum, P_ 'mw,

€ 159 catalpg. 'é'hitman & Vorld ere
coded as PC; neither are highly de-
_"t’ﬁt aé:ftiona are underliped.

T 28170, G 48RC, G vame, G ggag,
_F B1ALB, G122J0f, G139HAC, GLL7ICY,
© GI508&C, F190JCTF. .

- . vE URGE Yﬁﬁ 'ro BUY FROM, AND SFLL TO

©  PARTIC'LAF FRIEND COLLECTORS AND DEALERS

: ¥AEN POSSIBLE TO DO 0. “THANK YOU.

;5 mﬁmmmmmmmmm%w
BIRTHDIYS (to Merch 15th)

None reported for: 5 February

PF-169 Don’ Ohinner <} <58

‘March 1
PF-101 Jzck Rov March 3
PF-106 Morris Olsen Mareh 9

If your birthda.y ocgurs bet.ween Wavrch 15,
end Aﬁril 15, be sure to notify 1s. If
this department fa;ls fg‘r lack of re-
sponse, it mill be Aiscontinued with the
June issue of the nemsletter.'
e
B ;;UESTIDNS & ANSUTRS, iy
G- f’l YThat is en accuraﬁe totel of &ll
’ﬂger books (rmot ta.tles) prn.nted before
the 1920's ?

g No new est.imt.as have been re—
pertad. I-n 1965, PF-104 (Risteen) ex-
pressed an opinion ti;at totel caeles did
_ not_exceed ten millien. Ve will be glad
1o oublish your mcprassad opimon in
‘this department, but until then, we shall
rwote references J.iated in Gardmr'
boak, pege, 3’?8-. . i

Q. #2 Did thq Horatio Alg“ar family leave
any living &eacendenta" ;

-laY "

A. -Yfep, enm}pﬁing 't.ﬂ Gardnat"s bﬂo}q,
ages 208 & 49t or detzils and other
hist eai.l. ch{é, pleaBa read
ﬁss to, say gz& this auhjeet.

s «',I‘l ke A
~iPs g:s,(m».gm afikis Did S8t out &
: o i (Ga o's

3 ’ F
o = AU e AN B 1

_This may in-

in history.”

*slioped discs.

_:mur Xmas gx«.mu’e mutt i‘i*agila, Bertie.

DEPARTMENTS: (C. & A, continued)

A.  Good reprint copies &re still in
plentiful supply; you can afford to be
somewhat selective in your choice of pub-
lishers. (thisg is purely a PF-000 personal
opinion.) For an estimate of fair and rea-
soneble price renges, see what Gardner has
to say on the subject beginning on page
382, through page 385.

€. #5 (PF-090) How ebout Poole's Index for
informetion on Horetio rlger?

A. Poole's Index to Periodical Litera-
ture, Vol. #1 (1802-1881) lists the flger
fsmily with references to Vel. #29, page
#270 of the New England Register of Histor-
ical & Genealogical-(Facts?) Volume 729 is

not aveilable here, (PF-000)

G. #6 V¥hy do some reference bocks and
columnists continue to quote Alger's in-
egccurate birth date? -

A. This stems from incorrect research
which originated years 'ago. The source
cenmnot be easily traced: It possibly is
the result of illegible handwriting on
Horatio's birth certificate or registra-
tion. One source of inaccurzte informa-
tion mey be found in the biographical
gketeh in some New York Book editions.
Ve heve been successful in correcting
this insceuracy in preévious editions of
VORLD ALMANAC. Please mote correction on
page 483 of the 1967 edition.

A feature entitled "The fAlmanac" pro-
vided by our daily: newspaper, ‘and sup-
plied by United Press International,
liets important happenings "On this day
I have watched consistently
in the past for any referénce to Alger,
but found none. This year on January 13,
it did, but the birth year wes listed as
1834. This will be another small target
for us to shoot at, but by no . means &
bulls eye. .

- NEW'S - DEPARTMENI‘

L recent belated report revealed that
Mre. Cerl (Jean) Hartmann has been con-
fined in a hospitsl ‘and 'at home with two
Complete recavery is ex—
pected to be a slow process, and quite
understandably, the Hartmenns may be ab-
sent from the Des Moines néssion.

Les Langlois reports that around Xmas
time he fell off & ladder in his garage.
(perheps hiding his wife's Xmas present)
As he fell his foot. éaught in the fifth
Tung and twigted bis ankle, and landing
on his back on a concrete-floor, His
doctor estimated a confinement period of
4 or 5 weeks, vhich should be up by now.
But you just can't keep a geod man down,
If I know Les, he'll be rehearsing that

"up the ladder" bit again soon. .Hope

i \lljl ) .
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Hy grataful thanks and*appreciation for
the meny beautiful cards end other meens
of remembrances sent to me during the
Holidays. I shall cherish them ell, not
only in memory,; but also intact. Although
‘my own greetings to you all, as published
in the December issue, was not a personal
greeting, it was meant to be sincere in
ths highest degree.

Ona of the novel ways of expressing his
Holiday greetings, came from PF-0£0, in
the form of a newspaper clipping. PF-080
is 2 line-o-type operator and composed
his greetings to me on his machine. The
I messgge is one column wide and some 14
> inches in length.

) For the benefit of our newer members

' whose names end addresses were not on re-
cord until this issue, another novel idea
in Holiday greetings came from Carl Hart-
mann, PF-102, and family. Their greeting
was a part of an 8 page brochure which in-
cluded a short story by our Hero entitled
THE CHRISTMAS GIFT. This story was pub-
lished in two parts in the Nov. - Dec.
1964 issues of the Newsboy.

I wish also to express my' appreciation
for the brief respite from editorial re-
sponsibilities during the month of Jan-
uary. -During this pericd I took the time
te relax, and pursue other interests in a
complete change of-pace. As many of you
mey have noticed, I am far behind in my
responsibility of replying to your
letters.

I did read one Alger story during thig
period, however, in a sense, it was re-
search. .George May, PF-121 had sent me

. his personal parody of SAW!S CHANCE,
which weg excellently done ‘and this in-
spired me to review Sam's previous ad-
ventures in the story of THE YOUNG OUTLAW.
Then Steve Press sent me a completed copy
of his musicael sdaption of an Alger play
entitled TOM COOPER, CAPTALN OF INDUSTRY,
also excellently done. This inspired me
to do some research in the story of
JULIUS, in which the street boys enjoyed
staging some productions of their own.

| The boys had fitted out a basement in

| Baxter Street not far from Five Points

| for their own srivate theater, which
they called The Grand Duke's Opera House.
They produced their own version of the
play LAUGHING GAS, and some of their more
pooular musical numbers were: "Squeeze
me, Joe, Up in Avenue A, and The Camp-
bells Are Coming," but their favorite

i number seemed to be "The Mulligan Guards."

Later in the story, Mr. Alger explains
thaet Julius had no knowledge of the
political meaning of the expression

* "know-nothing" which he used occasionally
when referring ‘to his lack of education.
inis story was published in 1874 and
auing this era, a certain party was °
ko o @3 tha "nowv-nothing" Party.

AN

L

By wey of = telephone call (extra
minutes) from Carl & Jean Hartmann of
Lansing, we learn that Jean's condition
shows encouraging improvement, and atten—
dance at Des Moines is now a possibility.
Carl offers to mail his Christmas bro-
chure to 2ll new members, upon.request..

My Alger exhibit which has been on dis-
play at the local museum since January 13,
1965, is now due to be removed. I will
make it available to any institution for

- temporary exhibition purposes.

PF-080, line-o-type operator, and music
teacher, hes recently opened a new Coln &
Book Store with a buddy "“typer". Included
on exhibit is a display of juvenile books
such as Bdwards and Alger. They need more
Alger books. Will buy.

A delightful: & interesting letter re-
cently received from Norman Peterson, PF-
184, T-OL3, (teacher of chemistry at Ferris
State College) R3, Big Rapids, Michigan,
49307 (name not in -current membership
roster). He posed two good questions {(in-
serted in his letter) and filed away in my
correspondence. I suggest guestions be
submitted on separate sheet of paper. The
guestions will be used. The delay is par-
tially my own neglect.: Norman recently
acquired a first edition of #104. He also
expresses interest in a. "Michigan Member"
gathering. (8hall we have a second Eaton
Repids picnic?) Other states like Iowa,
(in off-convention years) should do the
seme.. ]

Norman hopes to hawve an Alger exhibit
in the new Ferris lerary which will open
in April.

Also received from Psul Fisher, PF-148,
a belated and bulky mailing consisting of
additional resesrch on the spine and cover
designs of the A.L. Burt editions. Justice
cannot be dome to his efforts in the few
ghort lines availeble here. He is cata-
loging some 14 different spine designs and
18 different cover designs. - The various
combinations would seem to be a staggering
mumber, Paul's mailing was limited to
those members who have large collections,
but needs the cooperation of all members.

Paul adds: "If sufficient cooperation
is received we willicompile the results
and make the findings available to mem—
bers. This will take a little while.
Should the scheme appear workable it is
hoped the same could be done with other
publishers." Paul's .cataloging includes
illustretions, -and I note he has cataloged
that "much coveted" edition of VWAIT & WIN.

NEVWSBEOY & wife are planning a south-
eastern tour late in April, which will in-
clude stops in Kentucky, Tennessee,
Georgia, Virginia and Ohio. The latter
to discuss possible premiere of THE BOY
FROM THE BOVERY in the Children's Theater
at Mansfield. (Hal McCuen, Director). If
you will be at home, we would love to
meet you. OUR STREET IS NOW OPEN TO TRAF-
FIC.. aIL BOX IS FULL. A HAPPY ENDINC!
Your Partic'lar Friend, - (000)
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FEBRUARY 1967

THE _ NEV/SBOY PAGE ~6-
THE VICE PAESILN NT'S PAGE.

- PP's should recognize themselves here
in these excerpts tuken from Henry Ward
Beecher's BOOK BUYING (1870). Quote:

“hlas!'where'is humén'nature so weak ss
in a book store! Spesk of the appetite
for drink, or a bon vivant!s relish for a
dinner! That arp these mere animal
throearqnd ragings compaved rith those
fantasies of taste; those yearnings of
the imagination; those insatiable appe-
tites of intﬂllect, vhich bewilder a stu-
dent in & great bookseller's temptation—

-hp;l? R e

How easily ona may distinpuish a gen—

'uine lover of books from a2 worldly men!

Tith what subdued 2nd yet glowing enthu-
sissm does he gaze upon the costly front
of a thousand embattled volumes! How
gent'.ly he draws t.hem ‘down, as -if they
nere little chlldren, hov tenderly he
handles them' He peers at the title
page, the text., or the. mt.es, with the
nicety of a bird examinlng a flover. He
studies the binding; the leatber, -
rusgia, english cslf, morocco; the let-
terlng, the gilding; the edging; the
hinge of the.cover! He opens it and
shuts ity he holds it off and brings it
It suffuses his whole body with
book mugnetlsm. It is agstonishing, too,
how one's necessities multiply in the
presence of thq sunply.A

Then, too, the subtle process by which
the man convinces himself thet he can af-
ford to quy Na subtle mznager or broker
ever scw through a meze of financial em-
barrassments half so quick as a poor
hook-buyer sees his way clear to pay for
He promises himself

less, or less costly viands, that he may
buy more food for the mind He will teke
an extra patch, and ga on with. his rai-
ment, another year; and Jbuy ‘books instead
of coats.. - .

Yee, he will write books, that he may
buy books! The- aapetita is insatiable.
Feeding ‘does not satisfy it. It rages by
the fuel vhich is put upon it. As a hun-
gry men eats first gnd pays aftervard, so
the book-buyer: nurchases ‘and then works
at the debt afterwar , ? eover, buying
bookg ‘before you cap pay or them pro-
motes ceution. You do_not feel quite at
liberty ta take them home. “You are mar-
ried. . Yoyr wife keeps an account~book.

She knovs.tq a_pepny rhat you can and’

what you cennot afford, Tt is a matter

of no smell skill and experience to get

your books home, . and into their proper
Perhaps the Blun~

hat is’ it, my dear?!?
'dh,,nothlng, — a few
That

just at_evening.
she seys to you.
books that I cannot do without.t

8 A true housawif that loves her
'hus nd can. anilo a whg%é arithmatic at
nim in one look! Of course she insists,
sympethizing with

in the kinﬂest vy, in

‘heart),

“Home.
“Ther;, vhen your wife has a'headache, or

mine.

you in your literary acquisition. GShe
cuts the strings of the bundle (and your
and out comes the whole story.

You have bought e complete set of costly
English books, full bound in caelf, extra
gilt! You are ccught, and feel very much
2e 1f bound in calf’ yourseif, and admir-
2bly lettered, Now, this must not hapien
freQUently. The books must be smu_pied
Let them be sent to some near place.

is out meking a call, or has lain down,
run the books across the frontier and
threshold, hestily undoc them, stop only
for one loving glance as you put them avay
in the closet, or behind other books on
the shelf, or on the topmost shelf.

Clear sway the twine and wrapping-paper,
and every suspicious circumstance. Be
very careftill not to be teo kind. This
often brings on detection.’ After a while
you can bring out one volume, accident-
ally, &nd lesve 1t on the table.

"Why, my dear, what & beautiful book!
Vhere did you borrow it?' You glance
over, the mewspaper; and with the quietest
tone ‘you can command: 'Thet? Oh, that is
Have you rot ‘séen it before? ' It
hes bheen in the house two months.V

Another method which will be found pe-
culiarly effective is to make & present
of some Tine work to your wife. Of course,
vhether slie or you h&ave the name of buying
it, it will go into Your collection, and
be yours to all intents and pPurposes; but
it stops remark in the ‘presentation. A
wife could not reprove you for so kindly
thinking of her. No ‘matter what she sus-
pects, she will say nothing. And then if
there are three or four more works which
have come home with the gift-book -— they
will pass through the favor of the other.

These are pleasures denied to wealth
and ‘old bachelors. Indeed, one cannot
imagine the peculiar pleasure of buying
books (if one is rich and stupid. There
must be some pleasure, or so many would
not do it. But the full flavor, the
whole relish of delight only comes to
those vwho are so poor that they must en-
gineer for every baok. ‘Each book has a
secret history of ways and means. It re-
minds you of subtle devices by whi¢h you
ingured and made it yours, in spite of
poverty." Unquota.,

Ve thought the forbgoiﬂg appropriate
for rlger collectors; and hope that it
evckes a chuckle. It strikes pretty
close to home, ag faf as we ara concerned;
too close for comfort.

By now, all members Should have re-
ceived information about Iowa and Des
Moines and ‘our planned program for the
"Des Moines Session". 1In april you will
receive & "qugstioﬁaira* and reservation
card for'HGWani Jahnaon'e, our head-
qusrters. Program prepared on the pre-
mise that "A plan ia better th&n NO plan."

-30- . Jack Row, PP-101
(E.N. - eomrihutqe mt.arial cut & edited)





