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PRESIDtNTIAL PONDEfUNGS . EVERY IS~UE of Antia uarian Bookman con-
OUR .P.BLE SECRETARY-TREASURER, who has ta.ins more a.nd more. listings by de<..lers 

served us so fELithfully for nearly tV10 of J~lger t itles v.anted. ·v. e have noted 
years, has joined Uncle Sam's Peace Corps many neT; bookselle!'s listing t heir v.c .. nts · 
:. r.r· is av•aiting assignment. Mrs. Blanche This ca n only mean that our eff ort t o 
G. Lloyd, v:hose work has been as child- bring Horatio Alger to the foref ront 
ren' s librarian at Lafayette, Indiana, among the literary-minded, is beginning 
has thus resigned her office with the to bear fruit. 
f· lger Society, si nee she. expects to be 
fone to some distant land for a couple of 
yea.rs. .. ' . 

flrs. Lloyd has delivered all the re
cords, files, a.nd funds to your presi
clent, '"ho v1ill ta-:<e care of the duties of 
the office .for the next three months on a 
pro tern basis until a successor is 
elected and installed at the Des Moines 
annual meeting. 

Be sure, then, to send arry correspond
ence, nE.v.- member application, or' any 
other ''u;:;ir~es~ normally carried on with 
the secret€ry-treasurer, instead to me, 
Kenneth B. Butler,~ 1325 Burlington itoad, 
~endotar Illinois 61342. 

Mrs. Lloyd deserves and receives the 
grateful thanks of the membership for her 
devotion to het duties, and all our best 
v:ishes for an exciting and: productive 
cereer serving the ·Peace Co~ps which does 
si :c:\ eff.e--·tive work overseas . . We have 
£ • 1ce ~' \1rs. Lloyd to keep our editor 
?Osted on her place of training, the 
country to which she is finally assigned, 
:; !ld her exoerience · ih Peace Corps v:ork. 
You ~.-:ill keep up to date of this through 
items from time to time in Newsboy. 

LA&T CALL for nominations from members 
on the Ne\•1sboy Aw8rd'. This plaque goes ' 
to the ·person t'.'hose published vrritings 
hRV0 during the·year done most to advanee 
the Horatio Alger image. Nominee does 
not need to be a member.- Send any nomi
~~tion to me now, _giving · supporting in
formation, and I v1ill forward the nomi
nation to our Awards .Committee for con
sideration v'i th otherz already suggested. 

JACK ROW and his committee -ere doing a 
thorough &nd terrific job of planning for 
the Des Moines Session in May. V"e think 
it viill prov~ to be the highlight meeting 
of our entire H.A.S. history to date. 
You have all been sent information. More 
w5.ll be told later, and you 1 ll be asked 
~~ register so that accommodations can be 
'-! · V""'.: ':' .:. Do11 1t miss thi0 big one! 

V'Am A COLOP.FUL BLAZER PATCH? Your 
president now ha s these i n custody and 
v1ill be glad to fill a ny o.r ders. They 
are ( 1 each. v.ea r our eTI1blem a nd. l et t he 
world know about your hobby interests . 

Milton Salls writes to encourage ef 
forts to build a ca t a log of Alger book 
values. Many me{llbers have been thinking 
about this; some are v;o r k;ing on i t. Edi
tion identification i s one importa nt 
starting point. 

~1il.ton &nd I agree on one thing: lllan,Y 
collectors urrler-ra.te the values of the 
very re.re tltles.. I myself us e a s ba ro
meter the rarity table I developed from a 
careful t wo-year count of titles offered 
to Ralph· Ga rdner from his widespreud 
11Algers Vla ·nted11 ads. 

In the 80's certain Alger books sold up 
to f J.. 50·. Surely any evaluation of ~~2 or 
~3 for them today is not realistic. \ .ha t 
about the scarce-as~hen's-teeth ones ? 
Like Victor Vane'? 1• hat .is a Victor Vane 
worth, even if the cover is much- used"? 
re might hope fervently tha t we migh t 
stumble on to one for a buck. But hon
estly, if a dealer or a collector h~s 
turned up one, is he not ~ntitled to a 
fev: dollars profit for his work and his 
service? 

It is illogical to expect such rarities 
at b8rgain-table prioes. I'd hate to 
feel that despite my long efforts in 
building a nearly complete collection it 
t:ould be worth no more than ~·3.00. Let us 
c1istingul.~h betv;een the "rare lucky 
break" and 11ha"l"d reality". . 

. ' . 
ONE OF THE YEAR'S Alger highlights is 

the publication and production in at 
least t~~ iittle 1theatres of the play 
"Rags to Riches" by Aurand Harris. It is 
a musical melodrama and is bs,sed on two 
of Alger• s stories, "Ragged Dick" and 
"M&rk the Mbtch Boy 11 • 'Ihe premiere was 
at r estTiiarwich, Mass., in A,1 11,1t: aM 
tv10 \"leek!'> l c.ter at Beverly. t.• : · · 

( Cc.ntim•erl 0.1 pare t c.;; 
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Publisher is Anchorage Press, Clover-
1<.:t, Anchorage, Kentucky 40223. Cost 
p~r copy is tl.60 postpaid.· 

Your Portic'lar Friend,' KEN BUTLER 

Fhat a~azing'things you learn when you 
compare the various eClitions of Alger 
v1orks! I acquired a ncomplete edition" 
Donohue of The Young tdvei;iturer, 1'rith a 
vie\7 to rep;l-acing a none-too-fancy Dono
hue of en.un-named edition. For one 
thing, I compare~ condition of plates to 
tcy to de+,ermin'3 v~hich · Vlas the olCler. 
'J'he task i·•as not difficult. The "••in
ner" v:as :~ book selling for 75¢ and con
tained ;06 pages. 

The "loser", :;;elling for 25~ and 
having c1efi ni tely inferior !)&..per, being 
more like krPft wra9~ing paper than 
'"hi te, haQ. one other ms r'.<ed difference. 
'J'h:i,.s book, the

1 

"compiete edition", had 
only 256 ryages ! In chec'cing to find out 
"::vr this could be accon,rplished, since 
t..~y ···ere printed from identical 9lates 
~ •. d. as far es I could see ran '._)e>ge-for
~: ge exectly alike, I discovered the 
secret. Five whole chapters had been 
eliminated in the cheaper edition, and 
the chapter numbers and page numbers had 
been reset to conform. 

The "complete edition" had only 'Z7 
chapters. The e~rlier, costlier.edi
tion, had J2 chapters. I must say, the 
onening chapter after the deletion 
didn't make much sense. ' "The Indians 
were taken by surprise", read the 
opening sentence, \':hereas there had been 
no previous refecence to a ·raid. The 
only ones i·1ho got scrlped, apr9.rently; 
were the origir~l purchasers of rono
hue 1 s "com9lete editionn. (KBB) 
(E.1!. f.Jiy V'ineton edition from Loring. 
plates blso has J2 chapters, but only 
293 orinted pages) 

- '#//# 
Among the thousrnds of wonders offered 

for sale in the vast 1100-page Sears, 
Roebuck & Co. mail order catalog, 1925, 
are your choice. of 26,books for boys by 
none other than that eminent euthor, 
Horatio Alger Jr. Proving that Alger 
v;as still a drawing card as late as 
1925. The editions obviously are Dono
hues, based on cover illustrations 
shown. 

The selling copy states that more 
Alger books have been sold than those of 
any other boys' author. "Full of in
teresting incidents, they teach vdthout 
preaching, that wholesome and honest 
living is far preferable to trickery and 
deceit." The prices? they are pre-
i nflation - t.wo books for 25¢, or 
Eii ): for 69:!. ( KBB) 
E. :i. :ic. •.. :·,·e is one of many publishers 
.,.no ,, ~ ' · i. ·,+.r n c-om9eti tive market, 
h::mc • t ~C\~ ~~ L"": ur:ition is in-
f · .. ,.t,~J/,1.~ ... l~·'~,!·~~.>. 

RALPH'S .RT 

•••. Needless to keep commenting every 
time I get the Ne•· sboy, I sincerely be
lieve each issue is definitely the best 
yet. The best, that. is, until the next 
month's eagerly awaited is~ue is de
livered. I really think that es regards 
~uality, readers~iJ>:-interest and enthus
iasm, th0re is no other oreanization gub
lication to match the Nev;sboy. 

As Ken V"rites, I agree that big things 
are sher.ping up for a big Alger year, \Ii th 
w~ybe even bigger things in store for the 
years ahead. l:e'll all have to keep an 
eye peeled for Alger events in order to 
report them to you and meybe even for in
dividual memters to ~artici)ate (in their 
own regions). 'At any rbte, things defi
nitely AP.E hei.ppening, •hich VJe ':ncm v;as 
not tne case three or four years ago. 

In the c.iuestions and answers C()lumn, 
>hich I think is fine, as the yuestions 
thus far submitted are of interest to all 
of us: lnl: I doubt if a close estimate 
of total Algers printed can ever be worked 
out, due to the many publibhers, rnoi:,t now 
defunct. That makes it impossible to ver
ify press runs. Incidentally, those Alger 
editions published in the past couple of 
years a ncl the one or two nav: in the works 
v ill sv;ell &ny . recent estimates. 

~rr6: Incorrect date of Alger's birth is 
somet:1ing it will ta~{e years to correct, 
if it is indeed, possible &tall. I've 
been .. Titing ta a few encyclopedias, try
ing to get them to chc.nge the v;rong 1834 
date. As you know, I have a (censored) 
job persuading them, a!ld so far we've been 
succe::;sful only in the v:orld Almanac c<.se 
v.·hich Ken and yourself started and I mere
ly followed up. Generally I'm told that 
1834 is the .date given by DAB (Dictionary 
of American Eiography) and this is re
spected 3.nd almost always accepted in pre
fe:-er,ce to anything a casual letter \,ri ter 
't" 'ill suggest. Jcr,, 'far as I can see. DAB 
has been giving 1834 since the 1890's, 
Y.hich, editors write, was during Alger ' s 
lifetime and wo:uld a.:-ip'ea.r to have va.lidi ty 
since he never corrected it. 

This isn't much of an ansv:er, but v.•e 
must assume that to these editors, con
tent to keep using the elate they've been 
using v:ithout rebuttal for years, it is 
good eno~gh. At first I thought there 
v.ere just a few places where the date is 
v.rong. But todey, various encyclopediae 
are being issued by dozens of ~ublishers, 
and they are merely accepting the 1834 
date without ({uestion or reseu.rch on their 
part. It'll be a tough job finding these 
errors and fighting them, es9ecially, ~s 
many of these volumes -- some are rather 
cheap ~uality ~ may never be reprinted 
in additional editions. J\t any rate, \ E 
knovr the right date, and we should con
tinue doing \hat we can to set the record 
straight. I ruppose the sketch in h~B 
edi.tions is partly to blame for the yer
sistence of the incorrect •1ersion but "TY 
gueEs is that this, too, orjpiPatf>q in 
DAB. Corrl.i.<llly, it'P 1 fh !.'. . ..; ) 
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PF-200 "'r. I'ani.el M. Petersen T-003 
105 East Street, 
r 'est Union, Iowa 52175 

*******>HHHHH~*-l~HHHh~***°~-:1-*-:'..-~-~~H~ 

INTRODUCTION OF NEV! MEMBERS 

Dan comes to us by way of Jack Row. 
Hore about Dan, and how he became in
terested in· Alger, is told in The Vice 
President's Column,. page s1;x.. Dan .and · 
his wife, Robe~ta, b~ve one son, Dean. 
Dan v:as bo!'n in Minneepoli,s and is now 
Court Reporter for the Iowa 13th Judicial 
District. 

* ·....'. ' 

Dfl n of course, has the distinction of 
PF-200, another . milestpne :l-n the hi.story 
of our organization •. The ;distinction of 
PF-100 'as assigned to Carl VJ. Dahlberg, 
Lake Valhallaj Montville, New Jersey., : in 
July, 1964. CaTl,is currently inactive. 

- • J • 

' 
Tt, took us two years to reach our f~rst 

~:iostone, all sups~~ibers. by virtue of a 
:··2 donation to our RAGGU_ DICK FUND. It 
t.c0k us nearl.y three yea;rs to reach our 
second milestone, most of them at $5 for 
full membet"Bhip p!'ivileg~s. I predict we 
will r·each .our third milestone before our 

;196 8 ( C ent.e~nial): annual ·meeting. 

~ ith some 30 states _repres~nted in our 
.roster of members, and with ou~ suggested 
slogan of "Every membe~ get e member" it 
sl'lould j-e "W ec.sy t11sk •. It w~uld only ~e 
an averagef' of three ne'1 members per 
state 11epresented. ,Michigan has the . 
potential of exoeeding gur quota by SQ9 
per cent or more, but o w~·will have to get 
up off· our .. 11 e&S'/ chairF?" and hang oµt . the 
\'Tel Mme sign. Pl~yi ng 19econd fiddle to 
the State of Iona is not an accomplish~ 
ment worthy erough t(,) b.rag about. 

' OUr' orgartizatiGn 1~ ~per~ting on a ~n
profit basie. Vie g~in nothing .finan:
cially· in building ou;r ll!'embership. our' 
goal; in three steps . ~:;i ; . ( 1) suggested 
by Park Larson, PF-lll .: Tp pre~ent Hora-

. tio ./\lge-r as the great man 11e know him · 
to be, (2) Promote. the -welfare of our. 
3ociety, (3) Create good will among our 
Society member~. Our ·members are de~er
ving.of a . feir profit ~n ~he sale of . 
.Alger books, but it1is.boped that .this is 
not their primary ittterest wh~n applying 
for membership. ( 1) J!e ar~ dedicated to 

' infonn 'a new generation ~· with the truth · 
about our hero. · (2) Invite . into our ~em
berehip those \'ri th· lle'W or nostalgic .in
t'eresta: in our 1hero •. · ( . ~) Assist . fl,e~ ~ 
bers· in buH.di.ng ·their . collection. , · 

' • •• • : J.•1< :4.. . l 

· The 'task of acqui.ri:ng new titles ~· 9ur 
new members may,.be dif.fi;oult and pernaps 
a bit discouraging,. since they have f~w 
contacts outside of· ou.r Society. I adm.ire 
with prd.de:, my. ~123. ,titles, not l'1ith a . 
miserly, admiration of monetary gain, but 
as a legacy, or ·t~easury of histot"ical 
r~ct~, ~nd good reading. re can attract 
a"'l' '-r. l ~ m\- "le!'l°t'e~-:; by ~bat-ing. MEike a 
n; <: ! ~l, ~., ~ ,,J ·•I' ;1 s:t:-e! ( 000) 

8 0 O K MA RT 

PF-CX>O (Forrest Campbell) offers: 

F 2flITC, G 41Jl&C, G 48H&C, G 76ALB, 
F 81/lLB, G BJMAD, Gl39H&C, Pl48JCW, 
Gl5CH&C, Fl90JCW. 

m.' URGE YOU TO BUY FROM, AND SELL TO 
PARTIC 1LAR FRIEND COLLECTORS AND DEALERS 
i'i:IEN POSSIBLE TO 00 SO. THANK YOU. 
-!Hf-:£ it ll lfl( ll lt It-:~ lt"lt ll ll ll ll ll ~:<-~I-**-::°**':'..-**>~'* 

BI-RTHDAYS (to April 15th:) 

PF-1~0 Mrs. Rohima V.talter 
PF-198 Ml'. Orson C. Grant 
PF-~3 Mr. Les. ·La·nglO'is 

Mar ch 19 
· iA&rch 24 

· . April 9 

If your bi'rthday occui-s ·between April 15, 
anq May 15, be sure to notify us. If 
th~S d~partment fails for lack of re- , 
sponse~ it will be discontirrued v.ith the 
June issue of the newsletter. 
***-l.~~»******'~ ~ ll ll ll It-***'* ll ll ll ll ll )( l1 *'.81 l( ll *'** 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
Q. #5 (PF-010) Repeated: How about Poole's 
Index for information on Horatio Alger? 

I t 

A. , This Irdex refers· >to The New Englsnd 
Register. A photbstat copy of Vol. 29, 
pege ~ 270 has been provided by IVlichigan 
State' Library. This historical reference 
refers to ·"The Al.ger Family ·of Maine, and 
specifically refers ·to P.ndrew and Arthur 
Alger, their wives and chil.dren, of the 
17th century. · There seems to be no con
nection ~ith the Algers of Bridgewater. 

Q. #1 \'J\e.t is an accurate total of all 
Alger books (not titles) printed before 
the 1920's (repeated) 

A. In. certain~ edit.ions the publisher, 
in a brief biogra-phical sketch, or ad
vertisement, malte such statements. In a 
Mac Lellan edition, ''f!orld 1 s \..- ork" is 
quoted that in 1910 Alger books were 
selling a't the rate of one million a year. 

The Loring edition of RAGGED DICK was 
acclaimed a best seller and at least JOO, 
000 l'Tere sold in one year. Consider the 

. enf!uing years !'or this ti tl·e c..lone • . . . .... 
Q. #7 I have a (MAD) edition insert with 
(NYB) cover and errl papers. Did (MAD) 
s\lcceed { NYB) in the publishing business? 
(Norman Peterson, pr..:.184) 

A. Open for further comment. This (MAD) 
insert me.y have bee'n placed in a (NYB) 
cover, as a make~ift repair job. . ,.. . 

Q. 118 Does Garoner•·s · estimate of Donohue 
values apply to all variations? (Norman 
'Peterson) 

A. Open for further comment. There is· of 
course some range in 'quality, and rarity 
regardless of quality. should be con
sidered, such as \, ren V:inter• e:; Triumph. 
Condition in addition to quality should 
also be consid~red in establishing a 
yalue, as a very important fact. '> r . Harry 
Vane is another ( NYB) rare t/ i- 1' 

(continued en ,~~11 i'rr. t .' 
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DEPAR1MEKTS: Cu~stions & Answers, 
(continued) 

Q. #9 \That has been the history of retail 
prices of Alger books from 1856 to 1930. 
\•ere first printings more expensive than 
reprints? (Norman Peterson) 

A. Justice cannot be done to this ques-
t ion in a paragraph or two. Much could be 
said on this subject. The early Loring 
editions ranged from ~1.25 to $1.50 de
pending on the series which varied in 
quality and bindings. In the 1930' s I be
lieve only paper backs v•ere being pub
lished. The early ::::&S paper back editions 
sold for 10 cents. Later, in the 20 1 s & 
J01 s their advertisements listed no price. 

First editions, or printings were gener
ally high in quality, and protected with 
copyrights. Reprints, often unprotected 
by copyrights, met competition v:i th a 
lesser quality. (Open for further com
ment). 

0. 10 If books knovm to be scarce are 
reprinted, what happens to the value of 
the scarce editions? {Norman Peterson} 

A. The value of a first edition will 
ne~er decrease because of reprints. (open 
for further comment). 

C. f'll Is City Hall, Astor House, and 
Bowery Theatre still in existence? 

A. City Hall, yes; Astor House, no; the 
old Bor<ery Theatre, at last report is 
st :11 operating, but under a new name 
tTnalia) since 1879. The old Bowery 
l.:1.!rned out at least twice. In outward 
a)pearance, it may still look the same. 

Please send in your comments, and your 
questions. If you know the answers, send 
them in also. The newer members v1ould 
o.i;iprecic::te it. 

NE\ 'S DEPARTMENI' 

Max Friedmen, PF-001 has just contri
buted 21 of his cluplicate Alger books to 
The Boys Club in Kalamazoo. 

Les & Bertie Langlois are vacationing 
in Arizona. Expect to be home by Easter. 

Steve Press rides a bicycle around New 
York City. Lest Dedember while riding, 
he got hit by a truck. Bike demolished. 
Eteve esc~ped with 8 stitches 8t the 
tF~ple, a black eye and some dandy 
bru~ses. He now has a new bike, and a 
ncv- crash helmet. Recently he tuok a one 
rl~y 100 mile trip. Steve sent me a candy 
b&r wraoper, with contents missing, but 
manufactured by the Alger Condy Company 
of Salem, Mass. An inquiry from me per
ttinin~ to their relationship (if any) 
with tloratio, has not been answered. 
Steve, an up and coming ple.yV'.•right, re
portc that his musical, The Other Side of 
t.he Stars, is in retiernal at the ~ ·arv1ick 
Playhouse, Warwick, Nev. York, and v:ill 

open late in March, and he has had an 
off er from the same source to do his Alger 
Musical, Tom Cooper, Captain of Ir.dustry. 
Steve has sent me an autographed copy of 
(one of four) his first draft. Thanks, 
Steve! 

On the TODAY SHm •, February 20th, Hugh 
Downs and Barbara V alters exhihited e. 
rinston edition of RAGGED DICK. It r.as 
presented as one of the rare items vihich 
could be seen at the National Antiques 
[hov. at lviadison b<iuare Garden. The one
minute discussion did not reveal its 
ownership. From a~other source, Ken 
Butler, and our Society received some ad
vance publicity. 

The UPI ".Almanac" feature mentioned in 
last month ls Ner·sboy, as a "target" drew 
my "fire" this past month. 1i.e have been 
essured of their coo?eration, and I must 
eat humble pie for saying "but by no 
means a bull's eye. 11 In addition to 
their assurance, the. New York office 
alerted the Detroit Bureau for a follow
up story. I have received a very nice 
letter from 1111r. V·il,liam B. Mead, .. :1ichigan 
Ne111s 11/ianager, rec:;uesting details for a 
future nevrs story. So; it seems we did 
hit a bull's eye, after all. 

He.ve any of you v1ho read the Alger 
stories, taken the OJportunity to read 
Plger' s preface statements? You \'lill not 
find them in all editions, but should 
find them in your Loring and P&C editions. 
In the preface statement of RUFUS & RObE, 
I find some historical f;:icti an<;\ some of 
Alger's philosophy. 

Also please note the Illustrator credits, 
the Gedication pages, and. some of the 
early advertisements of books yet to be 
published. In BRAVE AND DOLD, (Loring), 
I note a reference to BOLD AND BRAvE. 

The familiar illustration of a boot
black in City Hall Park, with City Hall 
in the background, is identified with the 
name, Kinnersley. Other illustrators in 
the Loring editions are iGentified in 
some manner, but some are not identified. 
In some of the A.L. Burt editions, I note 
that the illustrator is identified on the 
title page by the name of Jr V1atson Davis. 

The many dedication pages are most en
lightening. I note that his mother, 
father, brothers, and sisters are all 
mentioned. Other friends, and business 
associates are also mentioned. For fur
ther reference to the names mentioned in 
LUCK & PLUCK, ROUGH &~READY, and STRIVE & 
SUCCEED, you v1ill find them mentioned in 
Gardner's book, pages 200 to 2~. I sus
pect that the names of V.ashington and 
Jefferson, mentioned in bTRONG & S1EALY, 
were actual street-boy frien:is of Horatio. 
Perhaps the most lengthy dedication to 
come to my attention is the dedication to 
the readers of the NE\i YORK \,EEK.LY, found 
in TONY, THE HERO; (JSO). The use of 
dedication page 'YiC!s eventually discon
tinued, and perhaps for economy reubons, 
lllHP~ of the reprint publishers deleted 
the dedication page. (000) 
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r.:iJ~ORIAL ERTJPTIONs 

The rnerruscript for my Alger-type drama 
is now co.n:-leted. The title is THF BOY 
FROM ~Lff BO\i''ERY . Tre ider was conceiYed 
in 191'..1. , nd accepted as a challenge as a . 
result of an inquiry f't'om Htl t1kCuen, 
PF-oq6, Director of ~ensf ield Childrens 
Theatre. 

My only cualification at the time was 
my project of writing ~HE YOUNG PO$T
~ASTER in serial form as a mor:.thly sup
pleme~t to our newsletter from JanUG.ry 
1?63 ~hrough December 1965. The only 
m~terial in the nature of a drama, writ
+,0n by .Alger, is SEEKING HIS FOflTUNE, 
v:\. ich v1as reprinted in two parts in the 
re sboy, October end November 1965. 

llal accepted t.he challenge and ex
p~~ssed a hop~ that it coul~ be pre-
1:~iered in his ChildrPns Ti1eatre that 
ye~r. Fnthused as I 'l'•as about the pros
ve':!ts of this exciting project, I v:e.s 
f~rced to inform Hal that such a project 
would h2ve to wait until the completion 
('.,.. the serially v:ri tten, THE YOUNG POST
''.l12TYR . Nevertheless, the idea v•as 
1.J0r11, the t:..tle selected, the setting 
'""'S choser., and the leading characters 
wel"e vicll2lized and nemed. The plot be
gan to tal~e s!lape, end ~in:::e it is of 
histori.ccJ. r.<::.ture, a research of facts 
began. 

Urli~e modern-day productions, it is 
not a musical adaption. It is pure 
melodrama, \':ri t.ten in the 1vay, I believe 
J\lger would have ;1ritten it. It is not 
'basEd on any Alger story, yet, it is 
based on street-boy characters he 
erected, using entirely .new names. 

~··1a ti:ne is 1888. There are three 
= + .~ . rue to the nature of a stage pro
' , < •• on, only tv:o scenes ~re U8ed. The 
"'' ~. '~-'-'l~ of act o!:1e and three is on the 
"'r·~-c.ico .of New York City Hall facing on 
C~ty Hall Park. Act two is located in 
U e parlor of our hero's fifth floor 
:i:>"~trnent on rvlulberry Bend in the 
.t~, wel'y section. Her.ce, the title. ft Ct 
cuu is divided into ti<'o seer.es, both 
with the same setting, exc~pt for the 
time element. Noontime, and eve!li.ng
time. 

There is a cast of 10 juvenile-e.ge 
boys, tv:o women, and. six men. All parts 
could be playe~ by a juyenile cast, if 
necessn17;. '.fh.ere are 16 speaking p;:irts. 
The nm.ie of aur hero, o nem:boy, is 
Perly Gates, age 15. The name of his 
supporting leod, ':lnother nev:sboy, is 
Dirty fhirt. The ad.ult supporting lead 
is a visiting Philadelphia la·;yer, u 
shrewd individual to 9e r.eckoned with in 
his own environment, l1ut a gullible 
"easy mark" at the mercy of tht: street
hoys. 

The play, vie9!ed, or read, should e.p
n .' !. to acul+.s 11::, v1ell as .it~vedles, if 

~~rest is shown in Alger-style 

• material. In addition to its authentic 
historical value, and the Alger created 
characters of the newsboys, the boot
blacks, the baggage smasher, the city 
dude, the country yokel, and the pick
pocket, all ne;1 gimmics are proviaed for 
you!' e!"tertainmer.t, or reading pleasure. 
The-::e is c·f course 1 the tlsual .alger moral 
injected. And therB is of course, a 
legacy, which our hero will USP. to further 
his education, Ecr.d to promote ':1lt v;elfare 
cf his street-boy associat=s. 

There is of course, a ha~9y o ·· 1 i ng; a 
slight touch of romance. Our ~cro is 
presented v-i th a key to the cit.;;· 1JY i,layor 
He>1i tt, and the curtain falls .-.. L>.·h a 
humorous vein of comedy leaving 'o u with 
the impression that in spite of Alger 's 
at.tempts to convert the street-boys, life 
around City Hall Park ,..,ill continue as 
in the past. 

Those who have read the scri;it, are 
withholding cc1~ent 1 v•i th some doubt, '' nd 
a nait-and-see attitude. T:1is is uncler
standable, for it is c.. ni.neteenth ceni:.nry 
story presented to a tv.entieth century 
audience. There is a good chance that it 
V!ill be premiered in Ma.nsfield, Ohio, but 
from there, it's future is un~ertain as 
a stage production. There is also a go0d 
ctance that you v•ill bP able to buy the 
script in booklet form. 

• 
1 I1YSIDE PRE!:,S he.:; estimeted that it 

\'1oulc cost ,r 820. to pr-int 5JO booklets, 
bc.s?d on 64 printed 9q..f.:es, plup. a licavy 
pc.per cover. I ~~nov: of no one !nrson 
who would be v;illing ~o t(;lke ti'= risk of 
financing the entira e:-:9ense, ircluding 
myself. 

I am hoping to find financial '>'.1£•port 
from our Society membership. S11 . .!b sup
porters need not be dealers. I ;;ould 
divide up the risk and .financ:i.r:g j n 
uni ts of ten. Fifty booklets for ,, 82. 00 

The surgeetad list _:Jrice per booklet 
would be ~2.50. The cost rer booklet 
vrould be ~:Ll--4. The margin of profit 
would not be exce&sive, but f4ir. Per
sonally, I am not inte~ested in the pro
fit, but I would like ver:r much to see 
the booklet published. I could finan
ci&.lly tc.ke the rif:k of one unit. I hopP. 
I can find firb.ncial su;ii:;ort for the 
other nine units. 

The script is ready for printing. If 
interested, do not send money yet, but 
your pledge to accept the risk of one 
unit or mo~e, immediately. If more than 
nine such pledges (in units of one) are 
received, they v.Ul not be accepted. 

Such su.pporters must be membC'rs of our 
8ociety before their pledges rJ;l1 be 
acce~ted. The booklet should be of in
terest, ·~o all Alger collectors, : nd a 
me&ns to revive interest in alger during 
the centennial oc ·asion. The r~r·ipt in 
booklet form will be protec.:terl l v cripy
rieht. I can 1'11£ke no guaral"'+e., ~ .at 
th•:•y V.'ill sell like hot c&ker.. .1. o I 
really have nine Part! 'l~r l' r·ie.-C.s? ( 0CJ) 
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''e 1 re still basking in the warm glov:r 
of the enthusiastic reception given us 
ot t,he annual banquet of the "Historical 

E'.t. Li.te"'ary Club" at rest Uni.on, Iowa, 
Fch:-uary 20th, Y:he-re a lerge selection 
OJ Alger boo~s, story papers and ".Alger-
1 :-:"".\" vc,s on clisplay, and a 45 rrinute 
t;:;l'.( •·as given on Alger, his life and 
·-:Hin gs, by yours truly. 

It's ~trange how O?portunities such as 
this ccr:ie 3l;out. Den Prtersen, certi
fied C011rt f'.enorter in ":est Union, re:::d 
somethi r.!.: of Alger scme Lime ago. He 
became Li:.terested, ~ nd asked so:neone in 
Chicago to f'ind him a oook about Alger. 
After receiving end reeding Gardner's 
~ook, Dan teceme even more interested 
and thought that Alger would make E· good 
pro~am for their club. He discussed 
this vith ore cf the TJ1embers, Dr. F.E. 
Garbee, President. of Upper Iowa Univers
ity in F__.,yette, V'ho promptly volunteered 
-t:-·~t "he kne'!? an "expert" on Alger -
!l ·,')'_y, his old friend Jack F..o";, of 
' ' ~ i..on. (My definition of expert: A 
":. ''1on f:UJ a nong strane;ers). I'r. Garbee 
:::,ur?ested that. Petersen write me, which 
l:c did. I w~s pleased to accept the in
vitation to speak on Alger. 

~'- n inter.,.sting note: The Historical & 
T.it0::-11.r~· Club is the oldest men's study 
c! t~b in tl1e U.S. >Jest of the Miosissippi. 
It v1as started in 1887 ! J. local resi-
c1 _ rit cf Vest Union hes the name "Torn 
'I at.i,ersu . Yes, that's his rec:.l name! 
,. _ ~1< a boy, l1is friends callE>d him "Tat
, ~-: nl"1 'lorn", f1~cm \'•hi ch source you can 
al~ izu2~s. Tom regards this appellation 
as a 1' -.-.-:.nt of beg-i.nn~.ng11 , as in a typi
cal AJ1:•-'' :::·tury. ···lr . TEtters is nov1 
p-re~:t· • · t. 0 :· the largest lndust ry in 
\'"05~ LJ• i1.1'1 -- a rca _l_ !·lger success story . 
Tn .-:_,..,_-y ·t ,} 17, I::an prerentGd me v1ith his 
a ):JJ.icc: t.J..on to become the next member of 
ihe H.A.E. ~01come, Dan! 

Realizing the futility of obtaining & 
copy of Nothing To Do -- I am in the 
process of having a :Xerox coiJY bound 
on the theory that "2. copy is better 
" ~1r. n _n_Q copy." EUREKA~ Accidentally ac
~ ~ ~ed an excellent bound copy, Volume 
<., 'J'he Argosy, 1889-1890, containing 
: i.J.as Snobden' s Office Boy, 'Ihe Odds 
AgAinst Him, and The Erie Train Boy -
AS ;•rell as an r'nnouncement of Tom 'fracy, 
v.riich '''AS to apnear in the next issue. 

It 1 s h~rd to say v•he:-e some book 
c1rrlnrfl 1_~et their prices. Recently, I 
rP.cei irPd cmota lions on 3 cornmcn title 
!-iJr:, f.lr,~L·s, at only ·" 45.00 e:ach! Also, 
Ct ml P )y To Pr~sirlent, lst 1?c1., was 
c,1)tccl ,, t, 'SD .00! If r,n;)•one v;ants to 
f. · u these rt. these price-s, I 111 furnish 
t!1e ;~nnrces on rec-neci.. ( Necc.ilesf to .;ay, 

d ' · l H • ., ) the e:•_er.; '1::re no . .h.:;. ,ne:'llr.-ers • 

Herc';: r tip f"lr b~nk "ollect0rs v:i th 
lea.th0r-hound books. i> ~ i ng an intor
c.:is+.ing visit. recently v·i th a bookbinder, 

• a real craftsman who learned the tr1;1.de in 
Europe in the 1890' s, v:e L1uerieci as to 
whBt should be done to preserve leatb.er 
bindings. The gentleman stated that, 
"leather is nothing but fat and fiber, 
end, \;hen the fat dries out, the remaining 
fiber is practically dust." he uses pure 
Italian olive oil -- sparingly, to repl&ce 
the fDt in the leather. 

.hLGERihNA: hS H.A.S. fans know, J~lger's 
book "Nothing 'lo Do" ,. as published anony
mously. Hov:ever, 1 e noted that, on t!-ie 
title page of the copy deposited v.ith the 
Library of Congress for co_Jyri.ght, l•lger 
~ii;ned the title page -- in the same place 
vhere the author's name v•ould have up
pec-:red hc.c: it been snown. ' .. as tnis to es
tablish c.utb:Jrship for co:Jyright p1irpo$es·1 
'I h<i t. v1ould be my gil'-'SS. Does '3 ny 1Tle else 
have any opinions on t his? 

Fra nl-:: H. Fenno, A.1v1., F.~.s~.: a.uthor 
of "The Scierce and Art of ElocP.ti.on", 
also ":rote 11 F·e nno 1 s Choice Lial<J 6 ues for 
Spr::iaking and Acting", published u:r Thomp
son & Thomas, Chica.go, 19~. i e n~Ye c.. 
copy of this book, and wend er iS '"? r::..nk 
Fermo is a relative of Hor&tio 1 s 111other? 

i: e nor haYe 30 different versions of 
Phil ~he Fiddler, but have only 14 differ
ent .?Ublii::.hers. Altogether, there must 
have been 100 or more varieties of t his 
po:mlar title. 

r.lso on hand and proudly aisplayed a-::-e 
23 Hurst miniature J lger titles. Does 
enyone know hov1 many titles v;ere published 
by Hurst in minia.ture? 

I recently acquired a couple old period
icals from Ernest Senford. 'lhe School
m&te, Vol. 2'), l'1o. 6, June 1872, cont&.ins 
&n interesting origirn:il C::ialogue, "l vto 
1Jaths In Life'', by O . .Augusta Cheney, 
Horc.tio's sister. Publi:.)n.e r of the 
11 Scho.;)lrnate" v;as Joseph h. 11.llen. v.onder 
if he v,as the "Josh Allen" or 11 ,J ~ ..:;iah 
l<llen11 of "$ emantha J.1.t The Cent 'lni.1.o.l" 
f£.Jlle·1 

"Merry's .J1 ui::eum And Parley's 1'1agazine", 
Vol. 4 7, No. 6, June, 1864, co~t~i .:. ns an 
announcement of a nen book publh;1ied by 
~alker, ·,ise & Co., 11The Pionee!:' Joy, And 
How He Became President" -- whi c.~1 con
tc.ins the early history of President 
Lincoln; and the lessons of nersever!:l.nce . ' honesty, and inrlustry inculcated by the 
book, renders it one of the best that can 
be put in the hands of the young. (t~c 
foregoir:.g comment is verbatim) • • • This 
sounds like an ad for &n Alger story. 

Note that this predates .Alger's "The 
Br.ckwoods Boy; Hov; He Became President" 
by almost 20 years. Ib. A letter to the 
editor (addressee~ to Uncle 1.1erry) post
marked Louisville, April 4, 1864, v.a s 
sicned J1rt'1ur Lee .... 1irthur Lee Putnam'! 
Do you su_ '!1ose that Alger subscribed to 
this rr:agazine under one of his pen 111:1mes, 
shorter en to "Arthur Lee·!" 

tlope to ~ec you in 11es Moines. t er.iember 
the dates: May :i..9, 20, & 21. .• J·.:l k tt0w. 




