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B L S T
. . PRESIDENTIAL PONDERINGS -
OUR ABLE SECRETARY-TREASURER, who has

gerved us so feithfully for nearly two

years, has joined Uncle Sam's Peace Corps
end is sweiting assigmment. Mrs. Blanche

G. Lloyd, whose work has been as child-

ren's librarian at Lafayette, Indisna,

has thus resigned her office with the
flger Society, since she expects to be
gone to some-distant 1lané for a couple of
years. 2y

Hrs. Lloyd has delivered all the. re-
cords, files, and funds to your presi-
dent, who will take care of the duties of
the office for the next three monthg on a
pro tem basis until a ‘successor is
elected and instelled at tne Des lioines
annual meeting. 21N

Be sure, then, to send any correspond-
ence, new member appliecation, or:any
other’ business normally csrried on with
the sscretery-treasurer, instead to me;
Kenneth B, Butler,.1325 Burllngton Road,
Wendote, Illin01s 61342,

Mrs. Lloyd deserves end receives the-

grateful thanks of the membership for her

devotion to her duties, and sll our best
wishes for an exciting and productive
ceveer serving the Peace Corps which does
such effertive work overseas.. We have
z:%er Mrs. Lloyd to keep our editor
posted on heriplace of training, the.
country to which she is finally assigned,
and her experience in Peace Corps work.
You will keep up to date of this through
1tems from time to time in ﬂewsbox.

LAbT CALL for nominatlpns from members

on the Newgboy Award.  This plague goes
to the person whose published writings
have during the year done most to advance
the Horatio Alger image. Nominee does
not need to be a member. Send any nomi-
nation to me now, giving supporting in-
formation, and I will: forward the nomi~'
nation to our Awsyds:Committee for con-
sideration with others already suggested,

JACK ROV and his committee ere doing a
thorough and terrific job of planning for

‘the Des Moines Session in May. Ve think

it will prove to be the highlight meeting
of our entire H/A.S. history to date.

You heve all been sent information. MNore
will be told later, and you'll be asked

to register so that accommedations can be

wyeongsl. Don't miss this. big one!

Membership fee &5 (t\el\e nov+n U?ols)

EVERY ISLUE of Antiguarian 8)( kman con-
tains-more and more listings by declers
of Alger titles wanted. Ve have noted
meny. new booksellevrs listing their wants.
This can only mean that our. effort to
bring Horatio Alger to the forefront
among the literary-minded, is beginning
to bhear fruit.

VANT A COLORFUL BLAZER:PATCH? Your
president now has these in custody and
will be glad %o fill any orders. They
are &1 each. Wear our emblem and let the
wiorld lknow: about your hobby interests.

Milton Salls writes to encourage ef-
forts to build & catalog of Alger book
vzlues. - Many members have been thinking
ebout this; some are vworking on it. ILdi-
tion identification isg one important
sterting point.

wilton &nd I agree on one tning: uany
collectors under-rate the values of the
very rare titles.. I myself use as baro-
meter the rarity table I developed from a
careful two-year count of titles offered
to-Ralph Gardner from his widespread
"algers Vianted" ads.

In the 80's certain Alger books sold up
to $1.50. Surely any evaluation of $2 or
3 for them todey is not realistic. that
about ‘the scarce-as-hen's-teeth ones?
Like Victor Vane? Vhat is a Victor Vane
worth, even if the cover is much-used?

f'e might hope fervently that we might
stumble on to one for a buck. But hon-
estly, if a dealer or a .collector hgas
turned up one, is-he not emtitled to a
few dollars proflt for b1s work and his
service? .

It is illogical to expect such rarities
at burgain-table prices. 1'd hate to
feel that despite my long efforts in
building & nearly complete collection it
would be worth no more than $#300. Let us
distinguish between the "rvare lucky
break" and Thard raality“

ONE OF THE IEA&'S Alger highlights is
the publication and production in at
least two little :thestres of the play
"Rags to Riches" by Aurand Harris. It is
a musical melodrama &nd is based on two
of Alger's stories, "Ragged Dick" and
"Mark the Match Boy". The premiere was
at Vestrilarwich, Mass., in Anguat. ard
two weeks leter at Beverly. Mneu.

(Comtinved oa pape twe)



PAGE -2- ,umcn 1967

TTAL PONDERINGS: (contimued)

Pnbli&her is Anchorage Press, Clover-
1&%, Anchorage, . Kentucky 40223. Cost
par copy is m 60 postpaid.

KEN BUTLER
: S

‘Vhat amazing things you learn when you
compare the various editions of Alger
works! I acquired a “complete edition"
Donﬂhua.of The Young fdventurer, with a
view to rep;acing a none-too-fancy Dono-
‘hue of an un-named edition. For one
'thing, I ‘compared condition of plates to
try to determine which was the older.
The task was not difficult. The "win-
ner" was 2 book selllng for 75¢ and con-
tained 206 Dages.

~ The "1oser“,°$elling for 25¢ and
having definitely inferior pzper, being

more like Xrefi wrapning paper than
mhite, had one other marked difference.
This book, the "complete edition", had
only 256 pages! 1In checting to flnd out

ow this could be accomplished, since
t‘ﬂy were printed from identical plates
21 as far es T could see ran oegc—for—

ge exactly alike, I discovered the

Secret. Five whole chapters had been
eliminated in the cheaper edition, and
the chapter numbers and page numbers had
been reset to conform.

The "complete edition" had only 27
chapters. The earlier, costlier edi-
tion, had 32 chapters. 1 must say, the
onening chapter after the deletion
didn't make much sense. "The Indians
were taken by surprise", read the P
opening sentence, whereas there had been
no previocus reference to a raid. The
only ones who got scelped, asprarently,
were the original purchasers of Lono-
hue's "complete edition". (KBB)
(E.N. My Finston edition from Loring
plates #lso has 32 chapters, but only
293 printed pages)

| e

Among the thousands of wonders offered
for sale in the vast 1100-page Sears,
Roebuck & Co. mail order catalog, 1925,
are your choice of 26 books for boys by
none other than that eminent suthor,
Horatio Alger Jr. Provzng that Alger
was still a drawing card as late as
1925, The editions obviously are Dono-
‘hues, based on cover illustrations
Ehﬁ'ln.

The selling copy states that more
Alger books have been sold than those of
‘any other boys' author. "Full of in-
teresting incidents, they teach without
praamhing, that wholesome and honest
living is fer preferable to trickery and
‘deceit." The prices? they zre pre-

- iﬂavbi n — two books for 25¢, or

: (KBB)
":’9umn&MB is one of many publishers
@ria o dvke a competitive merket,
508 %nflm gg§~de~nx$ udition is in-

RALH&WSEI'ERT ¢ &

«...Needless to keep commenting every
time I get the Nevsboy, 1 sincerely be-
lieve each issue is definitely the best
yet. The best, that is, until the next
month's eagerly awaited is.ue is de-
livered. I really think that as regards
guality, readership-interest and enthus-
iasm, there is no other organization pub-
lication to match the Newsboy.

As Ken writes, I agree that big things
are shaping up for a big Alger year, with
maybe even bigger things in store for the
years ghead, Ue'll &1l have to keep an
eye peeled for Alger events in order to
report them to you and maybe even for in-
dividusl members to participate (in their
own regions). At any rzte, things defi-
nitely ARE happening, vhich we know vas
not the case three or four yearc ago.

In the questions and answers column,
vhich I think is fine, as the guestions
thus far submitted are of interest to all
of us: L#l: I doubt if a close estimate
of totel Algers printed can ever be worked
out, due to the many publishers, most now
defunct. That mskes it impossible to ver-
ify press runs. Incidentally, those Alger
editions published in the past couple of
years snd the one or two now in the works
vill swell any recent estimates.

(#6: Incorrect date of Alger's birth is
something it will take years to correct,
if it is indeed, possible at all. I've

" been .riting to a few encyclopedias, try-

ing to get them to change the hrong.lSB&
date. As you know, I have a (censored)
job persuading them, @nd so far we've been
succegsful only in the Vorld Almanac case
vhich Ken end yourself started and I mere—
ly followed up. Generally I'm told that
1834 is the date given by DAB (Dictionary
of American Biography) end this is re-
spected and almost always accepted in pre~
ference to anything a casual letter writer
vill sugegest. £s far as I can see, DAB
has been giving 1834 since the 1890's,
vhich, editors write, was during alger's
lifetime and would appear to have validity
since he never corrected it,

This isn't much of an answer, but we
must essume that to these editors, con-
tent to keep uging the date they've been
using without rebuttal for years, it is
good enough. At first I thought there
vere just a few places where the date is
vrong. But today, various encyclopediae
are being issued by dozens of publishers,
and they are merely accepting the L834
date without question or reseurch on their
part. It'll be & tough job finding these
errors and fighting them, especially, wus
many of these velumes — some are rather
cheap quality — may never be reprinted
in additional editions. it any rate, V'E
know the right date, and we should con-
tinue doing vhat we can to set the record
straight. I esuppose the sketch in NYB
editions is partly to blame for the uer-
sistence of the incorrect version but My
guess is that this, too, origirates in
DAB. Cordially, {Falr% De Fmagnur)
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INTRODUCTION OF NEV MEMBERS

Dan comes to us by wey of Jack Row.
More about Dan, end how he beceme in-
terested in Alger, is told in The Vice
President's Column, page six., Dan .and
his wife, Roberta, -have one son, Dean. ..
Dan was born in Minnespolis znd is now
Court Reporter for the Iowa 13th Judicial
Diatfict. At : ,

Dan of ctmt'se, haa ‘t}he distinctlon of
PF-200, another milestone in the history
of our orgenization. ., The: diatinction of
PF-100 vwas:assigned to Gerl . Dahlberg,
Lake Valhalla, Montville, New Jersey, in,
.Iuly, l%&. {Barl is. curre-n‘t.ly inactive,

1+ took us twn years to reach our first
~ilactone,' all subscribers. by virtue of a
*2 donation to our RAGGED. DICK FUND. 1t
fOﬂk us nearly ‘three years to reach our |,
second milestone, most of then at &5 for
full membership privileges. - I predict, we
will resach pur third milestone before our
1968 (Centennie:l} armual meeting. -

Tith some 30 statas “epresented in our
Yoster of members, and with our suggested
slogan of "Every member. get o .member" it
should pe sg-ecsy task. It would only be
an averagr of three new members per
state represented. Michigan has the,
patential of exceeding our, gquota by 500
per cent or: more, but:we will have to, get.
up off' our. "easy chairs" end hang out. the
velcome 'sign. Playing second fiddle to
the State of Towa is not an sccomplish-
lerrt. worthy emough: to brag about.

' Our orgarﬂ.mtion is operating on a non-
profit basis. Ve gain nothing fipan-
cially in building our membership. Our

- goal in three steps io i (1) suggested

by Park Lavson, P PFP~111 : To present Hora-

‘tio'flger @s the great man we know him

to be, (2) Promote the welfare of our,
Society, (3) Creste good will among our
‘Society members. Our members are deser-
ving.of & fair profit .in the sale of
Alger books, but -it.is hoped that this is
not their primary interest when applying
for membership: (1) Ve are dedicated to

‘inform a2 mew generation:with the truth

about our hero. (2) Invite into our mem-
bership those with new or nostalg‘.le in-

terests in our tero. (3) Assist. ney mem-
bara m building thﬁir pollection. :

‘ 'I'he taalc of‘ aoqud.ri,mg new titles by aur

new membere may be difficult and perhaps

‘&' bit discouraging, since they have few
~ gontacts outside of our Society. I admire

with pride, my 123 ti.tlo.s, not with a

. nd.aarlx admiration of monmetary gain, but

as a legacy, or treasury of historical

"he'bs, =nd good reading. .¥e can attract

an cu mrnembm;a by shering. Meke a
A e s keuy oay,  Fharel (000)

DEPARTMENTS

BOOK MART

PF-000 (Forrest Campbell) offers:

F 28iTC, G 44HEC, G 48HRC, G T6ALB,
F 81ALB, G 83AD, Gl39H&C, P148ICW,
G150H&C, F19OJCHW,

WE URGE YOU TO BUY FROM, AND SELL TO

PARTIC?!LAR FRIEND COLLECTORS AND DEALERS

YHEN POSSIBLE TO DO SC. THANK YOU.

S M o S M e S I S
BIRTHDAYS (to April 15th)

March 19

PF-160 Mrs. Rohima Walter
PF-198 Mr. Orson C. Grant arch 24
PF-093 * Mr. Les. Langlois April. 9

If your birthday occurs: between april 15,
and May 15, be sure to motify us. If
thig department fails for lack of re- |
sponse, it will be’discontimued with the
June issue of' the newsletter.
FHREHREEEHOHHSHERRHHEHEHHEEREHEBREOREEER
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
Q. #5 (PF-090) Repeated: How about Poole's
Index for information on Horatio aAlger?

A.. This Index refers to The New England
Register. A photbstat copy of Vol. 29,
pege #270 has been provided by Michigan
State Library. This historicel reference
refers to "The Alger Family Of Maine, and
specifically refers-to £ndrew and Arthur
Alger, their wives and children, of the
17th ecéntury. ' There seems to be no con-
nection with the Algers of Bridgewater.

Q.' #1 \hat is an accurate total of all
Alger books (not titles) printed before
the 1920's {répeated)

A. In certain editions the publisher,
in a dbrief biographical sketch, or ad-
vertisement, make such statements. In a

. Mac Lellan edition, "World's work" is
" quoted that in 1910 Alger books vere

selling et the rate of one million a year.

The Loring edition of RAGGED DICK was
acclaimed a best seller and at least 300,
000 were sold in one year. Consider the
enguing years for this title alone.

Q. #7 I have a (MAD) edition insert with
(NYB) cover and end papers. Did (MAD)
‘succeed (NYB) in the publishing business?
(Norman Peterson, PF-184)

A, Open for further comment. This (MAD)

insert may bave been placed in a (NYB)

"cover, as a makeshift repair job.

Q. #8 Does Gardner's estimate of Domohue
values apply ‘bb all variations? (Norman
Petaraon)

A. Open for rulvther! comment. There is of
course some range in quality, and rarity

 regardless of guality should be con-

sidered, such as V'ren Vinter's Triumph,
Gondition in addition to guality should
also be considered in establishing a
. value, es a very importent factor. Harry
Vane is another (NYB) rare tiile.

: (oontimad en vega Toup)

g



~ DEPARTMENTS: Cuestions & Answers,
(continued)

€. #9 TVhat has been the history of retail
prices of Alger books from 1856 to 1930.
Viere first printings more expensiwve than
reprints? (Norman Peterson)

A. Justice cannot be done to this ques-
tion in a paragraph or two. luch could be
said on this subject. The early Loring
editions ranged from #1.25 to $1.50 de-
pending on the series which varied in
guality and bindings. In the 1930's I be-
lieve only paper backs were being pub-
lighed. The early S&S paper back editions
sold for 10 cents. Later, in the 20's &
30'e their advertisements listed mo price.

First editions, or printings were gener-
ally high in quality, and protected with
copyrights. Reprints, often unprotected
by copyrights, met competition with a
lesser guality. (Open for further com-
ment) .

€. 10 If books known to be scarce are
reprinted, what hapvens to the value of
the scarce editions? (Normen Peterson)

A. The value of a first edition will
never decrease because of reprints. (open
for further comment).

€. #11 1Is City Hall, Astor House, and
Bowery Theatre still in existence?

A, City Hall, yes; Astor House, no;
old Bowery Theatre, at last report is
sti1l operating, but under a new name
(Thalia) since 1879. The old Bowery
vurned out st least twice. In outward
anpearance, it may still look the same.

the

Please send in your comments, and your
questions. If you know the answers, send
them in also. The newer members would
appreciste it.

NEI"'S DEPARTMENT

Max Friedmen, PF-001 has just contri-
buted 21 of iiis duplicate Alger books to
The Boys Club in ¥alamazoo.

Les & Bertie Langlois are vacationing
in Arizona. Expect to be home by Faster.

Steve Press rides a bicycle around New
York City. Last Dedember while riding,
he got hit by a truck. Bike demolished.
Cteve escaped with 8 stitches at the
temple, & black eye and some dandy
brulses. He now has a new bike, and a
nev cragh helmet, Recemtly he took a one
day 100 mile trip. Steve sent me a candy
bar wrepper, with contents missing, but
manufactured by the Alger Candy Company
of Selem, Mass. An inguiry from me per-
teining to their relationship (if any)
with Horatio, has not been answered.
Steve, an up and coming pleywright, re-

porte that his musical, The Other Side of
E‘oha Ctars, is in rebereal at the Uarwick

’ Warwick, New York, and will

open late in March, and he has had an
offer from the same source to do his Alger
Musical, Tom Cooper, Captain of Irdustry.
Steve has sent me an autographed copy of
(one of four) his first draft. Thanks,
Steve!l

On the TODAY SHOV, February 20th, Hugh
Downs and Barbara Valters exhibited ¢
Vinston edition of RAGGED DICK. It was
presented as one of the rare items which
could be seen at the Netionzl Antigues
Chow at Medison Square Garden. The one-
minute discussion did not revesl its
ownership. From arother source, Ken
Butler, and our Soclety received some ad-
vance publicity.

The UPI "Almanac" feature mentioned in
last month's Newsboy, as a "target" drew
my "fire" this past month. Ve have been
essured of their cooperation, and I must
eat humble pie for saying "but by no
means a bull's eye." In addition to
their essurance, the New York office
alerted the Detroit Bureau for a follow-
up story. I have received a very nice
letter from Mr. Villiam B. Mead, wichigan
News manager, reguesting details for a
future news story. So, it seems we did
hit a bull's eye, after all.

Have any of you who read the Alger
stories, tzken the opportunity to read
blger's preface statements? You will not
find them in all editions, but should
find them in your Loring and P&C editions.
In the preface statement of RUFUS & ROSE,
I find some historical factg and some of
Alger's philosophy.

Alsc please note the Illustrator credits,
the Dedication pages, anu some of the
early advertisements of books yet to be
published. In BRAVE AND BOLD, (Loring),

I note a reference to BOLD AND BRAVE.

The familiar illustration of a boot-
black in City Hell Park, with City Hall
in the background, is identified with the
name, Kinnersley. Other illustrators in
the Loring editions are identified in
some manner, but some are not identified.
In some of the A.L. Burt editions, I note
that the illustrator is identified on the
title page by the name of J. Watson Davis.

The many dedication pages are most en-
lightening. I note that his mother,
father, brothers, and sisters are all
mentioned. Other friends, and business
associates are also mentioned. For fur-
ther reference to the names mentioned in
LUCK & PLUCK, ROUGH &NREADY, &nd STRIVE &
SUCCEED, you will find them mentioned in
Gardner's book, pages 200 to 204, I sus-—
pect that the names of Vashington and
Jefferson, mentioned in STRONG & STEALY,
were actual street-boy friends of Horatio.
Perhaps the most lengthy dedication to
come to my attention is the dedication to
the readers of the NEW YORK VEEKLY, found
in TONY, THE HERD; (JSO). The use of
dedication page wes eventually discon-
timed, and perhaps for economy reasons,
many of the reprint publishers deleted
the dedication page. (000)




y for my Alger-type drama
‘The title is THE BOY
The ider was conceived

i‘ram Hal 'ﬂct‘uen,

¢ necember 1965. The only
he nature of a drama, writ-
~, is SEFKING HIS FORTUNE,
wag 'printed in two parts 1n.the
, October and November 1965.

ilal accepted the challenge and ex~
pressed a hope that it could be pre-
riered in his Childrens Theatre that
year. Fﬁﬂbused as I was about the pros-
pects of this exciting project, I was
forced to inform Hel that such a project
would have to wait until the completion
o the gerielly written, THE YOUNG POST-
MISTER, Nevertheless, the idea was
born, the title selected, the setting
vas chosen, and the leading characters
were visualized and nemed. The plot he-
gan to taice shape, and since it is of
historiesl nature, a resecarch of facts
began.

Urnlike modern-day productions, it is
not a misical edeption. It is pure

melodrama, written in the way, I believe
Alger would have written it. It is not
‘based on any Alger story, yet, it is.
baged on street-boy characters he
creeted, using entirely rev names.

The time is 1888 There are three
¢ %s. Due.to the nathre of a stage pro-
el lon, only two scenes are used. The
*rF“L“g of act one and three is on the
portico of New York City Hall faeing on

City Hall Park. Act two is located in
ke parlor of our hero's fifth floor
nvartment on Mulberry Bend in the
Bewery section. Hence, the title. act
two is divided into t¥o scenes, both
with the same setting, except for the
."t.’it’ﬁé‘i element. Noontime, and evening-

Thare is a cagt af‘lo jurenile-age
boys, two women, and six men.

could be played by a juvenile cast, if

%hh;b'&re.lé apeaking parts.

as & challenge ac a .

.. presented with a key to the city

ALl pariﬂ‘.

material. In addition to its authentic
historical value, and the Alger created
characters of the newsboys, the boot-

‘blacks, the baggage smasher, the city

dude, the country yokel, and the pick-—
pocket, all new gimmics are provided for
your entertaimment, or reading pleasure.

Theve is of course, the usual alger moral

injected. And there is of course, a
legacy, which our hero will use to further
his education, and to promote the welfare
of his streel-boy associates.

There is of course, a happy e viing; a
slight touch of romance. Our hero is
by ilayor
Hewitt, and the curtein falls with &
humorons vein of comedy leaving vou with
the impression that in spite of Alger's
attempts to convert the street-boys, life
around City Hell Park will continue as
in the past.

Those who have read the script, are
withholding ceomment, with some doubt, and
a wait-and-gee attitude. This is under-
gtandable, for it is a nineteenth century
story presented to a twentieth century
audience. There is & good chance that it
will be premiered in Mansfield, Ohio, but
from there, it's future is uncertain as
a stage production. There is also a good
chance that you will be able to buy the
script in booklet form.

. VAYSIDE PRESS has estimated that it
would cost £820. to print 500 boocklets,
based on 64 printed psges, plus & heavy
paper cover. I know of no one vsrson
who would be willing to take ti:e risk of
financing the entire exrense, ircluding
myself.

I am hoping to find financial support
from our Soeciety membership. Such sup-
porters need not be dealers. I would
divide up the risk and financirg in
units of ten. Fifty booklets four 382.00

The suggested. list orice per booklet,
would be §2.50. The cost per booklet
would be {1.64. The margin of profit
would not be excessive, but fuir. FPer-
sonally, I am not interested in the pro-
fit, but I would like very much to see
the booklet published. I could finan-
ciglly take the risk of one unit. I hope
I can find firancial support for the
other nine units.

The script ia ready for printing. If
interested, do not send money yet, but

your pledge to accept the risk of one
unit or more, immediately. If more than.

nine such pledges (in units of one) are
received, they will not be acGH@tad.




et ~Ve're still basking in the warm glow
*w'eﬁ thﬁ aaﬁhusiaﬁtie reception given us
i : fﬁ_ banquat of the "Hlstorical

-.“-'f‘ ﬁﬂﬁ&ﬁ, atory papers and "Alger-
" Samal wes on display, and a 45 mimte
- ’tsmms given on Alger, his life and
~ writings, by yours truly.

Tt's strenge how ovportunities such as
this come about. Den Petersen, certi-
fied Court feporter in hest Union, resd
someﬁhing of Alger scme Lime ago. He
became interssted, and asked someone in
Chicago to find him a book about Alger.
After receiving end resding Gardner's
book, Dan became even more interested
and thought that Alger would make & good
. program for their club. He discussed
this vith ore of the members, Dr. E.E.

] Gsrbee, President of Upper Iowa Univers-
I ity in Feyette, vho promptly volunteered
thit he knew an "expert" on Alger —
ivnely, hie old friend Jack Row, of

“ ' rion. (My definition of expert: A
c.amon guy anong strangers). Dr. Garbee
sugzested that Petersen write me, which
he did. T was pleased to accept the in-
vitation to speak on Alger.

An interesting note: The Historical &
Tiitgrary Club is the oldest men's study
¢ino in the U.8. west of the Mississippi.
It was started in 1887! £ local resi-
dant of Vest Union hes the name "Tom
Tatters". Yes, that's his real name!
Yran a boy, his friends called him "Tat-
taved Tom", from which source wou can
all guess. Tom regavds this appellation
as a "point of beginning", as in a typi-
cal Niyer story. Mr. Tatiers is now
presice ot o the largest industry in
Viest Uriom —— g real Alger success story.
Treidertslly, Dan precented me with his
aoplicetion to become the next member of
the H.A.E. Telcome, Danl

Realizing the futility of obtaining =

copy of Nothing To Do — I am in the

| process of having & Xerox copy bound —
on the theory that "a copy is better

| than no copy." BUREKA! Accidentally ac-
ro'red an excellent bound copy, Volume
G, The Argosy, 1889-1890, containing
ilas Snobden's 0ffice Boy, The Odds
Against Him, ard The Erie Train Boy —-
ag well as an snnouncememnt of Tom Tracy,
wanich wes to appear in the next issue.

It's hard to say vhere some book

| deolers get their prices. Recently, I

| received quotations on 3 common title

| Hurst Algers, at only "45.00 each! Also,
Camal Bay 'f'o President, lst ed., was

' guoted st 80,001 If enyone wants to
gr=b these et these prices, I1'll furnish
{he gomirces on reciuest. (Needless to say,
the denlers were nob H.A.5. members).

| Hera'z & tip for beok collectors with
| leether-bound hooks. During an inter-
s ssting vigit gecant.ly vith a bookbinder,

a real craftsman who learned the trade in
Furope in the 1890's, we gueried as to
what should be done to preserve leather
bindings. The gentleman stated that,
"leather is nothing but fat and fiber,
end, when the fat dries out, the remaining
fiber is practically dust." ke uses pure
Italian olive oil -- speringly, to replace
the fat in the leather.

LLGERTANA: ks H,A.S. fans know, alger's
book "Nothing To Do" vas published anory-
mously. However, ve noted that, on the
title page of the copy deposited with the
Library of Congress for cooyright, klger
signed the title psge -— in the same place
vhers the suthor's name would have ap-
peared hacd it been snown. lias this to es-

tablish authorship for cepyright purposes?
That would be my guess. Does auyare else
have any opinions on this?

Frank H, Fenno, A.M., F.S5.5c¢.. zuthor

of "The Scierce and Art of Eloeution",
also wrote "Fenno's Choice Lialogues for
Speaking and Acting", published by Thomp-
soné& Thomas, Chicago, 190Q4i. We have a
copy of this book, and wonder if Trank
Fermo is a relative of Horatio's mother?

Ye nowv have 20 different versions of
Phil The Fiddler, but have only 14 differ-
ent publishers. Altogether, there must
heve been 100 or more varieties of this
popular title.

ilso on hand and proudly displayed are
23 Hurst miniature Alger titles. Does
enyone know how many titles were published
by Hurst in miniature?

I recently acquired a couple old period-
icals from Ernest Senford. The School-
mate, Vol. 29, Mo. 6, June 1872, contains
&n interesting originsl dialogue, "Two
Paths In Life", by 0. Lugusta Cheney,
Horatio's sister. Publisher of the
"Schoolmate" was Joseph h. allen. Vonder
if he was the "Jogh Allen" or "Josiszh
£1llen" of "Sementhe At The Centenujal"
feme?

"Werry'!s wuseum And Parley's Mugszine",
Vol. &7, No. 6, June, 1864, contains an
announcement of & new book publisned by
Valker, Wise & Co., "The Pioneer Boy, and
How He Became President" — which con-
tains the early history of President
Lincoln; and the lessons of perseverunce,
honesty, and industry inculcated by the
book, renders it one of the best that can
be put in the hands of the young, (the
foregoing comment is verbatim)... This
sounds like an ad for zn Alger story.

Note that this predates Alger's "The
Backwoods Boy; How He Became President!
by ealmost 20 years. Ib. A letter to the
editor (addressed to Uncle wverry) post-
marked Louisville, April 4, 1864, vas
signed Arthur Lee... irthur Lee Putnam?
Do you suppose that Alger subscribed to
this nagazine under one of his pen numes,

shortered to "Arthur Lee?"

tope to see you in Des Moines. hemember
the dates: hMay 19, 20, & 21...Juck ﬂw. )






