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 PONDERINGS

big THANK YOU to Irene Gurman, PF-AOL,

_of Oak Park, VMichigen, for writing a
ﬁﬁﬂast»tglpmnr this month

a5 AND,

 To all our Partic'ler Friends and their

: familias, sincere best wishes for & joyous

fhristmas Seeson and & Happy New Year!

& p - Jack V. Row, President

T S S Ve oy

i ECHOES FRGM THE ALGFR FOXHOLE......of Irene
) Curman, PF-OAl:

Jur old friend and earlier fine biogra-
pher of Elgerians, Frank Gruber, who did
such a fine bihlio on Alger with pictures
of many covers that were unfamilisr to us
before, &nd who had one of the finest Alger
I collections sold in & unit to date, of
originel first editions, has come to pub-—
| lic serutiny agein in the Fllery (ueen
% Mystery Megezine of lest Sept. with & mys-
| tery story efter 26 years.....having one of
! the finest collections of Llger, including
le the much sought after Timothy Crump; &
e myriad of mystery stories, one of which
was based on snother rere Alger, Ralph
Rzymond's Heir, sometime bsck.....scenario
" writer for meny yeers in Hollywood of the
1 "Fells Fargo" series, and "Sheriff of
L Cochyse", starring John Bromfield, who
- this writer got to know when he MC'ed the
Sportsmen's Show in Detroit for the pest 4
yveers and epain this coming year, public
- releted by this writer's husband, Max
! Gurmen. FRromfield's partner, Jim Griffith
1s en avid collector of Tom Swift books,
as 1s Louie Cook, movie critic for the
Detroit Free Press.s.sesues.l found a gem
"NUGGET FINDERS", took care of November!

fugeestion department:

- To save on printing bills which are ex-
‘horbitant today, and which Ken Butler of
Fayside Press stands with great rigidity,

I vonder if the By-Laws couldn't be

d in the covers of the Membership

‘which changes now and then the

“"uld mako 68 We fo along when

f‘ of printing them aeparataly,
copy this writer has never re-
‘its entirety, not having been s
g::r of incorporation,

h in the same dilemma.
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It is hoped the members will write in
and make their suggestions; bow else are
we to kmow what their plessure is. Lo
it on a postal if necessary. It nus
been explained to me by Precicent Row
thet when incorporating & societly such
as the Alger Society, & cleuse was
neceseary, &ancd that we are in no way "on
the skice" as it were, that IF THE
SCCIETY FOLLE UP, THE LUES ANL FUNDS
DERIVED IN ITS BEHALF WILL Bk [NNATEL TO
A FERVORED CHARITY.....thls is & clause
that must be sdded to the by-lews when
incorporating into & non-profit organi-
zatlon guch as we are..... I reiterate,
we are not going out of business, &s
many members have written me Lo &8K.+v4as
I stressed this question with Jeck How
and he essured me of it....It was most
delightful to have & good wvigit with
Juck when he pessed through Detroit on
his wey to Vashington DC on the morrnirg
of Thanksgiving peast; we had & good
vigit, talkea of many things, tnough nis
vigit wee & brief one...he tolc me of
the coming Board Meeting he woula attend
in Mendots.

I mede seversal suggestions to him thet
I thought might bernefit the organization,
and if he wished to stete, "tuey were not
necessarily his." 1 trust the Board
will have a good meeting for trhe betler—
ment and enlivening of the interest in
the organizetion. 0One of them was, that
apything suggested in the Eoard Meeting
might. be sent out (to the members who
pay their #5 dues) with the newsletter,
for their pleasure of expression, snd
not only the handful cut of the 150 who
attend the confebs in May (Mencota,
Wilwaukee, Les Moires) nave & vote in
the metters and supgestions brougnt up
at Boerd Mestings, smendments to the
Constitution and By-Lews, that their
voice and vote be heard so that they
will not feel like outlanders &g this
writer h&s in the past 2 yeers that I
have been & member.

Let us far instence hear from those
11 directors, elther voluntery or ap-
pointed from various districts instead
of just the Presicent; Editor; Goldberg,
Fast Coest; Hartmenn, Grest Lekes; and
Ken Futler, who out of necessity wust
write personalized columns for lack of
commuricetion from members...each ore
should have & turn to report so there is

(continued on page twa?




'y purposes you muet natcn out for

w-but Af-one mskes u :,mul.l_ eut in the
Wit ¥-the corners tien bencing will

8 \method of display was responsible
' W seversl comments relstive to the
you, &s well as beautyh'of the individuxl books in ay
of "Alger research" displats. One of my good friencs col-
lects Glctionaries, =nd he especially
iy : AL aAppreciated this ides of storapge and
HWngagelis did & pubt— displeay. Of course & book wrazpdped in
that would be of in- this menner wiill not accumulate dust on
ers of the society. I the page edges during storsge.
! =anﬂ that to contri-
Several frienas have tola me low they
cut their reading teeth on Alger books.
; Uf grsat interest to One professor friend said thaet not only
he had quite & raft of he learned to love to read; by reading
hed printed Alger's Alger, but when his non reacing son be-
- us hear from him. came exposed to Alger he guickly becume
an avid reader of meny books.

ve they to report? This writer The Big Rspids deily newspuper, "The
of Algers in publisher's Bipg Rapids Pioneer," had & nice article
ose of (see listing in Book and pieture of yours truly and his

: nd gtempy and T will give de— library display in a recent issue. This
;;Fﬂbawnﬂr Juveniles thet you may type of publicity hus not developed amy
end titles you esre seeking to add new Alger collectors, but peraaps I have

verious collections, also some planted some smsll germ for future

mna. I will be heppy to lock  growth.
this area that might mot
Iﬁv?'aré&; just name them when I hope taat some day [ will be usked to
' present a lecture on ilger enc &lger
collectors to & Humanities or Literature
class et our school. Would &rny of my
pertic'lar friends tie so kinc s to mike
several suggestions as to topies wiich-L
atma arxi e Happy New Year, must not forget to include if ena when I

«swss.from the Alger Foxhole em invited to mske tiaies '"one shot"
'“_'}***%&**w»w*}}&****»*»*****%% presentation.

¥iening you all & iMerry Christmas wod

 Balls -ee, ?F—-Ol'? & f‘ormer subscriber, e Hapoy New Year, from the Petersons,

. ‘mentloned a.bove) di.d not, choase to become Your partic'lser friewa, Normun, PE-184

- a mﬁmbgr Q'ﬂ our BOCiet)’- S sl B i i e S T R i S e (e S T RS
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FROM LON's LOMEIN

Attended a big book sale in Omahzn todey
and bought 15 Edwards books in uust

a!EL *r-‘ ealleetion recent.ly in t.he jeckets. Very good shsape, so taouzht 1
wﬁﬂw Callage and Rig Repids Com- would write Johnson (PF-080) abhout ais new
s ‘Seversl comments have Club. 8Saw. & Leo Egwarcds asutogranhed book

r "'tive to these displays recently, but didn't me:n ouch to me tien.
ught would be of interest in I'11l have to run that down now.

Have acguired a number of books recently.
oy ﬂ:l;l house your hook collection? Hseve more Stratemeyer't than any otier.

iné any metiod to meke it more  Someone ought to start & Club for him. I
"hen you have & small dis- see his daughter is still vutting out

ﬁ,ﬂ you do to meke the books Nency Drew & Tom Swift II books.

) Also started collecting insulators i I
oses T wrap my books in believe I could get rich on insulators if )
smazing haw this adds I were dishonest., Heen throwing lats of &
I4h1t qn:ﬁhis idea money awey getting rid of insuletors, as
some time ago in thet is pert of my work renewing insula-—
' tors.
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. People rented U
empty bottles. Indi-
contents cost about
tles are valued at
'”baugh$ tha Presenn

 PF-004 Mr. Fdward G. Levy
Pleasant iHill Road,
Toodbridge, Connecticut 06525

MEMOR! SRVICE CHATEMAN
Lo¥ PF-008 Mr. Max Goldberg
P 728 Worcester Street,
’ Natick, Massachusetts 01760

. YOU'LL MEFT SOME NEF FRIFENDS IN NEW HAVEN!
h e R R B RS SR S s S

- . Mp. Tonsld F. Rriges T-007
$'s 115 North Rosad,

| Hooe, Rhode Island 02831
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F INTRODUCTION OF NFW MEABFRS

Don and his wife, Nancy hesrd of me by
- way of the TRA Yearbook end offered to

\, sell me his entire stock of Alger books.

I Then he heard of our organizstion he de-

cided to keep his books and become a par—

o tic'lar friend.

g Hope is in the Providence metropoliten

s aves: whare Don works as & machine operator

~ in the reinforced paper & plastics divi-
sion of a Laninating Firm.

~ [on and Nency have seven children rang-
up to 15 years of age. They are mem-
of the locsl Baptist Church, where

He 1s Past-Master of the local
ber of the Kent County Phile-
, and he and his father took

diagrq Wl‘k together.

he choir.

n is active as a Descon, and e member of

inmscription & most interesti
1ntm&ta inn{l.nﬂa 'baoks- e e

— T W

FROM u_:;x.:rc’s,@w OF LITILE FALLY

I wes interestea in your comments on
the Erie Canal. One of my hobbies is
post card collecting &nu 1 have about
1,000 different views of tne old krie
Canal. This canal was abendoned in 1917
and replaced by the Barge Canal whicn in
some places is as much &s 1D miles norta
of the old Erie. OUur New York ctate
Historic Trust (wnich I work for) nus
now scquired two long stretches of the
old canal which will now become Stete
Parks — one is sbout 30 miles, betwneen
Fome and Syrscuse.

Phile I have never found tast Alger
wrote ebout the Erie Cenel, one of his
contemporary writers of boy's stories,
did: J.T. Trowbridge, in L1876, wrute
tJeck Hazerd and His Fortunes." Youn
Jack ¥s 2 mule driver on the brie Canal,
but escepes from his mean arunken fataer
and goes on to his fortune in typical
Alger style. (I could slmost believe taat
J.T. Trowbridge was one of alger's pen
names) .

"Tndeed tne little wretch coulu aardly
speuk witiiout swearing. If you eould nzve
seon him you would heve pronounced Rim
the most profene driver on tae whaole
cansl."

I would like ta find tne bosk "holls
on the Erie Canel" which Alger refers to
in "Cenal Boy to Presigent."™ Es to suc—
cessor publishers, 1 nave & copy of
"Walter Sherwood's Probation" (cut cen't
find it now) with first edition cover
(HTC) but contents by ne:xt publisuer,
This is feirly common in Eagsr hice
Burroughs.

I hope to be at the 1953 Convention.
Any Herkimers in your phone book!?

Season's Greetings -- Milton Salls, PHERO
En o n b S S R S
EDITOR'S NOT®=: The yuotation Milton uses
ahove mey hsve been taken from the oreluace
remarks. He doesn't ssy. The insert con—
tents of his HTC cover just might be &
Finston insert. I heave some similar
editions. The Winston Library Eaitions
include some J.T. Trowbridpe aavertise-
ments which list the Jack Huzard series.
Milton is custodian of the Genercl derici-
mer Home, a New York State Historie
Building. The Cenerzl mey have some
descendants in your aresa.
HHEHEEE R R A R R T R R e
CUESTION FOR COMMENT: [t seems &Ll too
common to find &n flger book tiat is mis-
sing the front flyleaf. WVny ure s0 meny
of these missing? Is it because a pre—
vious owner removed it before cispusing of
the book to concesl identity.

lng part of &
boak?_ qu mmple& “To Jah . __f_rztm mia

Isn't sguch an
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gs in this department are
mba'as. Editor reserves the
"all .’l.istings according to

' i‘»h, McKey - Excellent ¢

by Irene Gurmsn, 23498 Parklewn
Michigan 48237 (following

it preferred by seller) Stamp
inquiry. Postege & Insurence extra.

P’Qr’b&r& Costes — Fxcellent - €7.50 each
ﬂz&ggad Dick (2 copies) Weit & Hope
Luck & Pluck Young Fxplorer
Julius the Streetboy Bob Burton
2" Young Circus Rider Luke Walton

. Peul the Peddler Store Poy

r Phil the Fiddler Slow & Sure

| [ Frank's Campeign

H.T. Costes - Fxcellent - $5.00 each

Hector's Inheritance (2) Ren's Nugpet
Young Adventurer (2) Store Boy
Young Fxplorer (2) Luke Valton
Helping Himself (2) Young Miner
Rob Rurton (2) Sam's Chance
Strong & Cteady Tettered Tom
Facing the Vorld Telepgraph Boy
Pen the Luggage Roy Fame & Fortune
Peul the Peddler Rough & Ready
. In f New World Rufus & Rose

- 3 Miscelleneous - 75¢ each, or &s moted.
" J Stemp for incuiry.

Jeck's Veard
Luke Walton

H pdrift in N.Y. (2)
T Andy Gordon (2)

- Andy Gramt's Pluck Maling His Vay
.~ Bound to Rise (Ralph Raymond's Heir 50¢)
: . Cash Bay Eink or Swim
- AT (hester Rand Store Roy
& F Lo & Dere Strive & Succeed (2)

| Erie Train Boy (2) Strong & Steady

' Five Qundred Lollers/Tin Box
Hector's Inheritance/Tom the Rootblack
Helping Himself Veit & Win 352

ﬂem:*t. Carter's Legacy

' e T S

R EB’.E?BRJS NGTE: I receive occesionsl of-

! fers of Alger books from non-members who

stregs copyright dates, rnumber of printed

'ﬂmﬁ other lengthy descriptions .
1lustreted, ete., While this is

1t. is mlly mt import&nt.,

i £ : ‘e .
Miami, Florics

I em originelly from Kelsmezoo. My
wife's neme is Lele. I have 36 titles and
11 duplicetes, mostly Worlc editionms. I
have found Alger books in the Brattle Fook
Store (Boston) each time I nave been there.
Burt, Winston and Hurst eaitions normally
sell for sbout $1.50 each. Also collect
books on aviation, snd cut & polisned
rocks of semi-precious cuslity.

I would like to heer from deelers amnd
members who have interests in these
hobbies. While in Tampe, attending a
Rock Show, I went on to Florica's lergest
book store in St Petersturg. They cid
not have one Alger book in thne gtore.

One of the clerks in the store tolc me
thet Stratemeyer moved to ot,. Petersburg
when he retired and endowea the library
there which is nemed sfter him. Ootrate-
meyer's nephew still lives arc works tuere
end I may be able to provide more infor-
meticn on this subject.

vsssse Doneld Chamberlein, PF-187
R B e w i eiaa e miziemieor mieio il a e o L e
Stoystown, Pa.

I have collected Algers since 1914. 1
now have 110 titles. I also collect:

Auto blue & red bocksj; all State auto &
cycle license plates; Vehicle name plates;
driver's badges & licenses; nunting,

fishing end dog licences & tsgs; County
atleses, histories and biographical

reviews; coins, stemps, post marks, guns,
watches end norse shoes; early scvertice-
ments, eye glesses, enameled signs, Indian
reliecs, bricle bits, boot jecks asnd manwy -~ —
other items.

In adaition to Alger, I coilect Henty,
Optic, and Tom Ewift books.
Otto Wilt, Ph-13Z%
A R R EEER e e e
ELITOR'S NOTE: Otto sent us a photo of he
and his wife which we appreciste very
mich, We have quite an elbum startea ana
would like to have yours s&lso. Otto's item—
ized list of other hobbies was & result of
Jack Fow's eppesl. &Sorry we had to con-
dense ant cut his listing due to a lack of
space.
RS ORBEEEHE R e B e eRaRE 5t
La layette, inaiene
My aunt Mee (4lger) sent me & cli,ping
with the hesdline "NEW CLEVELAND MAYCR
STEALS CHAPTER FROM HORATIO ALGER."

It would be nice if we could have some
name pletes made up which we could werr on
our coats. My son John encloses & cesign
which includes name of our society, illus—
tration of an Alger hero, number of books
owned, end yesrs of membership. _

i,y Mrs. Rohima V.alter, I'F-L6Q
EDITOR'S NOTE: Identification for our luay
members 1s an excellent suggestion, soue—
thing we have neglected to consider. If
other lady members have &ny comments or
auggea‘biﬁ;u, plaaae write Rehi.m arﬂ 1n—



and co-founder is eligible
such Boerd Meetings, con-
 five elected officers, but
cheduled it wes impossi-
end. The unpredictetle
“'é raad conditions were

&and opinions expressed by our
T arb not necessarily the i

s the fight to speak out in the
's notes in order to clsrify &
gly misleacding statement.

~ In this regerd it ceems sdvisable to
etress the fect that our annusl photo
supplement, snd our annual membership
roster sre not Society budgeted expense.

Luite nsturslly we would tske it for
granted that these items are finenced
' from our snnual membership dues. They
s sre rot. Such expenditures would have
" to be considered and epproved by our
ol H_R_a&rd of Directors.

i

e Actually the expense of these useful,

| beneficial and enterteining festures sre
ﬂ s nrovided for us with the compliments of

- ¥en Futler, co-founder.

| rs I heve stated before, the expense of
the newsletter (on a subscription besis)

o for the first three years wes finenced

' mostly by the editor, with the sub-

scription fee denositec in our Ragged

i TFick Funé for future edministering.

‘The Photo Supplement and the Member-
ship Roster were created by him end
financed by him e&s his personel con-

~ tribution to meke the newsletter more
L Qntartain&ng and the society services
Take: ugeful.

¥en modestly does not seek credit for
~ these contributions, but nevertheless,
. ,gg a.e worthy of our commendation.

am certein that Ken would be re-
to ﬁu@g&aﬁ.ons to improve his
ery 1 until the Society

‘ 1
-

:;ﬁn'-if:# 1

The ms jor items of expense to the Lociety
are the newsletter; cash awerd of §10 to
our Ragged Dick recipient; playues for the
Newsboy and Luck & Pluck sward recipients)
membership tiles; expense of supplies end
postage for the offices of the Lecretery,
Tressurer; Publisher of the newsletterg
President; and the expence of the ennusl
Memorial Services conaucted in South
Natick, dass. Officers znc members pey
their own personel expenses &t our con—
ventions, plus & registration fee,

Our annual photo supplement nhas come
to be & feature of enjoyment to our mem-
bers end looked forward to each year, &s
well as & permenent record of our past
history. Fech new member sinculd be &up-
plied with s complete set as long s our
supply lasts.

Our snnuel membership roster nas become
& must, especielly to our new members
who heve no previous record of tne names
end £ddresces of our members. bach new
member should be suppliec with tie lateet
aveilable roster.

Beecl issues of our newsletler &re £lso
sveileble as & source of inforpaticn re-
gerding members received since publice-
tion of our last membership roster.

Our memtercship cards &re & means ol
identification, which may be cisjplayec
with homor to our Society, plus your own
personsl price end enthusissm. These
cerds &re dated, however, (cue to our
present policy) anc must te renewed each
VEET. |

It has been suggested by one 5f our
members, &nc for the berefit of tihosge of
us who have poor memories tnu sre de-—
pendent upon written records, tnat tne
enniversary month s well as tne year
be recorded upon our membership cards.

Admirers of Horetio Alger, Jr. shoulc
not consicer thelr personsl knowlecpge of
him complete without first visiting the
place of his birth in Revere, Wass., his
only Parish Church in Brewster, (Cuue
Cod) &nd the mornument in Glenwood Ceme-
tery, South Natick, Mess., wnich merks
the resting place of hie cremated remuins.

All of thie will be eveilable to you
by scheduling your vacation plens srounc
our 1968 New Heven, Conn., convention,
May 23-26th, Sice trips to Eevere ard —]
Cape Cod should be scheduled before or
after our convention dates. The hemorisl
Service in South Netick will be & part of .
our convention programming. fe shoulec |
6ll participate in this Service on the '
scheduled day. The recorded dute of his ]
birth on the monument is & pafmﬁhﬁﬁt .
record which will withstend the reve es
of time and a source of sccurate informs-
tion for sny &nd &1l bicgrephers who ere
dependent upon cunflietiﬂg_vefamnnﬁﬂ
meterial et their dis :

 Ylall qam; and we'll
95"5? sm NV \ FRLE
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‘the latest news juét received.

Kenreth Feller, PF-275,
Vinton, Towe 52349.

y his wife, heard of us
y of our Des Moines
This membership will
in tha proper depart-

in, PF-128, 14 V. Howell

n nger ha_cik-_s for sele:

NYE - good - ¥1.00

Trede - good - 2.00

Burt - feir - 1.00

Burt. - pnoT - it

Vinston - poor - & (D

™ 'jnd'a Heir, lonohue - fair - 1.00
| NYB - good = 1,33

NYE - poor - .75

Tinston - feir - 1.00

Harlend reports thet he will sell tne

lot for $9. Hsarlend is hopeful that he

A will be sble to attend the convention in
Nevi Heven next year. The only vuestion
is whether he will be shle to get awey
from his work st the Stete Leperiment &t
thet particulsr time,

~ .. _Don Shinner reports by sirmail that he
"~ has just found & prized copy of ANLY
~ FLIXE, sutogrzphed by the suthor, Edward
. Fdison Lee (Leo E@werds), Grosset &
Tunlep edition, 1928.

7le have just received our first Xmas
curd from Rohima Welter, PF-160.

J.& Virginis Mengini report
. they have r deughter, Christine,
be 'wapq;rbed the Introduction of New
i - Members, fNovemher Issue). Sorry ebout
%, Christine. Understend you were in
ﬁﬁéﬂl when we were there.

E NEms, which incluﬂes a
ertisement for my book. (E.N,
7 .a&n 'fill their order..;. WAY.‘:IDE

lived, went to s-ch'r:mgnrote, atc., bub
in mury country seles baras, sutiqgue
shops, and second hend stores taey are
more apt to find Alger Looks taan in any
other pert of tae U.5.!

During the period of our meeting, ac-
commodations taroughout tine are& are
much easier to get taun tney woula be &
couple of weeks later &m. tne weather
then is usuzlly excellent.

Every memher should muke «n effort in
his own community to publicize Horatio
during tae forthcoming "Ragged Dick Cen-
tenniel Year, 1958". lkrom my own ex—
periences, I cun agsure taem tint local
newspepers, rauio anc TV will be most
plezsed to couvperste. novalis Alger 1s
a subject they &ll Like bec:use it is
tine,wholesome family-type msterial. it
might also be worthwaile to suvise locul
ministers of tae event co t.ey can use
the Alger theme in sermnons, especially
since Sundey sermons are freguently
vorted by locel newspavers.

re—

¥e can ull benefit by members! experi-
ences in tnelr own sress. AsK tae men-
bers to make other suzecestiong, =wvu to
report results of tiaelr own projects.

I think we should all meke some effort
to attrzet for membership persons in-
te"eated in Alger who gre not necensar

______ The re ure L

I've come across who, while perauds
they'd be interested in joining = [roup
wita our interests, would, tnemselves,
heve no gesire to stazrt collectinaz alger
stories, books, etc. [ realize that we
slready heve some members whose Alger
interest is simply as described, but we
should try to attract more of that type.
Cordially, with Season's Creetings to zll,

suassaass malph Ly Garaner
B g o e grob e o et R e o R e e S e O 8 B
EXCERPTE OF A LETTER FROW WhaGrOVE 2ROL.

:rily
JLKS

Our production of TAITERLL TOd ie moving
along very nicely sna we nope to be cble
to provide information on opening uete
end star within the next couple u: weeks.

As part of our scenery — tae show cur-
tain in fact, we are telking ahout doirng
the covers of some of Horatio Alger's
books and want to ask you ag to whicn
were the five most popular books of nis.
These are the titles sndé covers we would
want to reproduce on tae show cuartein,

Ve taink it will be & very exciting idec
to open our show with tiais curtain so that
the audience in fact, will be st2iping '
into tne Alger world.

«sas Susan hoy, PF-137
A T ¥ B P S B S B S
EDITOR'E NOTE: We have suggested the
titles: Timothy Crump's Ward; Kugeed bick;
TATTERED TOM: TOM THE BOOTBLACK, end
FAME & FORTUNE. Our second choice would
‘be the alliterated titles: BRAVE % buLLj
SINK OR SWIM; SLOW & SURE; fTRUNG & '
-S;I‘EABI: and WORK & BIN. (PE-000)

'tﬁﬁf’amfﬁgm“ oy FaTEnie m“ﬂgﬁ%m

_I |‘-.
-‘-‘;J




THE HORATIO

-m YORK CITY- "ALGER" PROJECT
5 ) HERALD IN RAGGED DICK CENTENNIAL YEAR
b ,' b
B ﬁﬂ th The Alger Principles On Anni-
I : '" 139-&}gBr'B Birthday - Jﬁnuany 13

WW"WW p amighzs'

- of New York City, Steve Press, also

- I:" ‘knovn as Partic'lar Friend -164, has
WA tﬂkﬁn.a tesching assignment in New York
 City — but let him tell his own storys

: "I am teaching school in the New York
g City Public School System. The City

5 Board of Fducation offered those with
Bachelor degrees a serles of free
courses during the past summer if they
would agree to teach for at least one
year.

The System was and is short of Junlor
High and Flementary teachers. I entered
oz course for Junior High teachers
‘“uglish), The course was called The
Intensive Teacher Training Program; it
grve the gtudents the basgsic education
erafit reguirements to teach., The Board
promised to send all us neophytes to
whot they called "fair" schools ——
mcening schools without social problems
but thiec was 8 promise they never meant
to #nd cdidn't keep.

'f ecourse the teacher shortage wes in
the slum schools and that's where we
were seut. Phen I wag assigned to Dis-
viviet 8 in the Bromx my teacher friends
caid to avoid J.H.8. 52. 1 was assigned
1o 52! It is one of the tougnest
schools in the System. For example: Tuvo
of my students were arrested out of
class e Tey days ago, I was struck by =2
student znd was foreed to hit him to
protect myself; a circular was just
given to the teachers describing a youth
who (cengored); the boys all study
Karate; they carry metal dog collers as
weapons; they wear Nezi swasticas and
"orld ar II Cerman crosses as decora—
_idpng they use language that would em—
barvasg a8 drill gergeant, and these are
junior nigh school age gtudents — 6th,
7tn, and 8th graders!

I teach three 8th grade classes, My
Lest class reads at en averege 5th grade
level &nd my other two classes —— mony
cannot 'caad and mmsa at all and the

grada leval Rll I've men-
plus much, much more and Cisci-
'pmabggmqpﬁhatlyeu Just wouldn't
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My students are of the age and condi-
tion that Horatio wrote ebout but mine
lack the motivation. It's & world of
Mickey Meguires and no Ragged Dicks, I
gave a copy of Ragged Dick to one of my
boys who seemed to show some promise.

He sasid he read it but he has gone
truent (as many do) and disappeared.

I think one of the problems is that
these children don*t heve a clearly de~
fined goel in life. A goal such as
Alger defined. I think if they had an
Alger writing for them things could be
different,

I would like to place an Alger book
in each of their hands snd see what hap-
pens. 1 have been thinking about this
& good deal lately and now I'd like to
see what you think. Do you thiuk that
our resders might each heve one old copy
of & reprint that they would be willing
to donate to New York City's slum
children?

All it would have to be is readable. I
could get them to repair broken bindings
in class with tape and glue. I have some
old New York Book editions and other re-
prints which I picked up at the locel
Salvation Army store and other places for
25 & 50¢ (like the Ragged Dick which I'm
going to give them).

I'd need about 90 books altogether.
It, I thirk, would be an interesting ex—
periment: They could read the Algers,
then trade them among themselves and
maybe even write reports about them. The
reports (or summary) I'll send to you for
possible publication in the Newisboy. Can
we do this? Can we bring Alger back to
the slum children of New York City? Can
Alger save another group (E.N. generation)
of lost children? iy one one experiment
with that copy of Ragged Dick failed but
I don't nant to give up.

Forrest, ask the members (through the
NEVSBOY) what tihey think of my idea. One
book from each member might begin to
change the world.

It could use 2 little changing. e
look forward to seeing you in New Haven."

Your Partic'lar Friend, Steve Press
I RS RR RGO

further conments on reverse side
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'inttur'datad December
ed his proposed pro-
oo late to be mentioned
ar December Issue. I be-

h@ﬂm ‘pt‘ojsct to be vorthy

ng of the 5th., I ex~
le his project was

i1 edition of our news-
be difficult to get
rovel for a special edi-
ard of Directions with-
_ lo it was decided that
K would sponsor the project
va B m’n

) ’tiea, he assured me
could proceed. Inguiring about

} newspapdr publicity, he felt

' | be good for the project and

t he could cope with it.

The date of the proposed project would
coincide with the next anniversary of
Horatio's birthday, Jemusry 13th. The
timing is very aeppropriate. It is &

o rnendid wuy to ‘open our RAGGED DICK

i The Bronx area for the proposed pro-
| Jjeet is also appropriste, since Horatio
W himself chose lower Manhattan for his
|

‘. experiment with underprivileged chil-
dren,

[ Some mey say. "The project is too far
removed; we have a similar situation in
» our own loeality. I don't want to be-
f come iavolved,"

. Steve is worthy of our praise, for his

[ courage in accepting the chellenge in

N his own locality. From it we may learn
4f the impact of Alger has any influence
on our younger generation 100 years

h ~hence. If Steve's project is successful

. te‘anv degree, we may be encouraged to

- do likewise in our own locality.

(Steve attended the 1966 Memorial Ser-
vice, Those who have the 1966 Newsboy
Photo Supplement, Steve is standing next
t3 the Alger Family monument in the
gronp pleture.)

s have changed. The boys that
ebout were sometimes home-
less and parentless. Their problem was
- one of survival without the benefit of
; 4ﬂﬂal§ﬁﬁﬁﬁ$ﬂnx Al;er showed them how
d bave thair atation in

{ifes Hore confortably and be
; m ﬂoe!.a\ty He taught them
" mc was e far Mtar

Due to & combinatio.r causes, tife
homelife of the child after school hours
is unsupervised; there is perhaps
little discipline., What to do with so
much time on their hends? It is only
natural that they seek out their friends
of equal age. They become leaders, and
the younger boys follow with respect like
lambs to the slaughter.

After a day in the world of reality,
they retreat to & world of make believe.

"Frain up a child in the way he should
go, and when he is cld, he will not de-
part from it."

Without sapervision, and little disci-
pline, the 8 are living in two worlds.
One is an adult world. Being children,
they prefer to live in their own world.
They must be prepared for the adult world
end taught how to cope with it and be ac-
cepted im the adult world society.

Horatioc Alger enjoyed some degree of
success by teaching his principles,
There are apparemtly other ways to
achieve success and respect of our
fellow-man, Many of our successful men,
who are also respected, still swear by
the Alger principles, and recommend it,
while others condemn it.

fcceptance of the Alger books as & text
book, instead of acquisition as a col-
lector?s item (and teken out of circula-
tion) is @ way that we might be instru-
mental in "beginning to change the world"
as Steve put it.

ALs Steve elso says "readable copies are
all that are reguired." To help you iden—
tify the less desirable collector item
editions, I suggest that you select:
Goldsmith; Sazlfield; Superior; Vhitman;
World; and New York Book editions, with
perhaps Hurst and Donchue editions, if
they &re in poor condition. However,
the text, or story portion should be
complete.

It matters not if Steve gets several
coples of the same title, for there are
bound to be a wide variety of titles
offered. If you do not have & book to
send, perhaps you can buy one from
another partic'lar friend; if not, I'm
sure your monetary donmation equivalent to
the price of one book will be appreciated
by Stewe. Steve's address is as follows:

Mr. Steve Press, PF-164

Apt. 14T

784 Columbus Avenue,

New York City, New York 10025

Please note that Steve hss moved from

bis former address which is listed in our

old membership roster. Please mail your
donated book immediately after Christmas,

Steve amd Alice Press join us, Forrest

and Rachel Campbell, in wishi.ng Soaaon‘s -. 1

tiagn 'bu_ oualll






