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RANDOM THOUGETS FROM ALGERLANI
eeesss Mex Goldterg, President

A Meditation On the right hand side of
the Newsboy is inscribed - "The Wonderful
Vorld of Alger". In retrospect, the cur-
tains of the Past open and reveels the
"Wonderful ¥orld of Horatio Alger, Jr."

Monday; Wash cday: - Lifting a 10 gsllon
container of water on the black stove,
heating it, soaking the clothes in it.
It tekes two persons to 1lift it. After-
wards using the scrubbting board. Neils
crack, here manicures sre useless. The
house is heated by the Perlor end Kit-
chen stoves. Three flights down to the
celler for & peil of coal and three
flights down again to empty the &shes.
The privy is in the center of the hall -
first come first cerved. Baths, take
vour turn or use & round wash tub.

Welbach maentles or & lerge bulb tip is
used for gas light. Visitors sitting in
the perlor chetting, when behold the
light goes out leaving gll in derkness.
The basttle cry of the Republic is heard -
"Who'!s got & quarter?". Everyone scur-
ries for a quarter, put it in the gas
meter end light eppears again.

Sanitation Sanitation is only found in
the dictionsry. T.EB. cleims sdults and
Diphtherie cleims children. The toll is
greet end the streets are dirty snd fil-
thy. On Fourth ttreet between 1lst and
2nd Ave., New York - & swollen ce&d horse
is rotting away end that opposite &
school where children congregate. Rats
infest &1l houses &s saualid conditions
occur everywhere.-——-—

Poverty is prevalent. Tenements are
crowded and happy are those who do not
have to taeke in boarders in & four room
gpertment. Jobs are hard to find, pay
low and hours are long - 10 to 12 hours &
day - 6 deys & week. No Unemployment
Compensation, no Social fecurity, ho
Govermment Aid, becsuse it was the period
of Laissez-Faire. Most perscns work in
the cloak and suit Business. It wes the
ezsiest job to obtsin and to learn, but
it was seasonel. Vhen that was over, the
job was done end one had to wait for the
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next cezson. WMe&snwhile, using up one
pitiance of reserve, there were ro
unicns to aid the workers. The same
concitions exicted in the mills. Upton
tincleir's The Jungle , was & sutire
upon the Chicago stock yerd. Lkxsmples
of these periods can go on ad infinitum.
This is but & synopsis of the syndrome
of those times. Certeinly NOT the Won-
derful Worlcd, BUT "The World of Alger™
as it was, with the pendulum of broken
promises, dreams, despeir &nd aesola-
tion, swinging to &nd fro.

Strenge, isn't it. A word or & song
will open up the unconscious miné and
unlock the archives of the brein to sub-

Jects and scenes that we thought were

forgotten or dead. But they were not
dead, they were only dorment znd the
thought or vibration brought them back
to remind us that they are still there.

ALCFRESQUEF It is rather & coincidence
thet the concern for which my wife Ids
worked for many years, is now moving to
& street nsmed - Alger Street in South
Roston.

This advertisement &ppeared in the
Eoston Globe "The Harverd Square Thea-
ter presents "Moments of Truth" a
bullfighting film sterring the famous
Miguelin, & Horatio Alger ebout the rise
of & poor boy in the ring".

fobin Lowell Moore, the suthor of The
Green Beret, is writing & new novel.
~sked egbout it, he stuted "I've always
wanted to do & metephysical novel end
that's what I am doing now. The hero?
Cure I can describe him. He is & com-
binstion of Feust, King Lear &nd Horatio
tlger".

puthor Mr. Hackner turns to Carnegie
es his particuler exemple. OStating his
success is based upon hard work, concen-—
tration of mind, luck and exploitation
of opportunities, was lergely & self
educeted men in keeping with other
espects of the Horatio Alger tradition".
-—Roston Clobe 3/8/68.

In the hescing of "&£ Modern Horatio
flger" a newspeper erticle reviews the
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events of the life of John Francis
‘lonshsn. He wss orphened early in life.
He was a.drop out who served in the 95th
Nhio I'ivision. At 21 he discovered s
thing cslled education. He took &n ex-
eminstion et U, Miema and oassed. He ran
an elevator sndé washed nots #ndé pens. [t
2¢ he became the Vice President of the
tlsonett chsin of hotels. Todsy he tells
hig 3 children shout the virtues of
making everything the hard wsy. At pres-
ent he is Vice Presicent of the [iners
Club £nd Executive Vice President of
Diner - Fugazy Travel.

Past Precident, Jeck Row has informed
me of the passing of ¥Mr. Herlen Miller,
PF-170 on fugust 7, 1968. It is always
sorrowful to lose any member, but one
with the attributes of Mr. Miller, leaves
& great void indeed. For 4O years he has
written € column "Over the Coffee" and
worked for the New York and Vashington,
D.C. newspapers. He wrote @ monthly col-
umn for Better Homes end Gardens - "The
Men Next Door" and one for the Ladies
Home Journal, "There's e Man in the
House". He wass & member of the Churchill
Club of Londcn en¢ was on Ike's steff
during World War II. Mr. Miller was &n
svid book end art collector end he loved
sports. Tennis was his fevorite sport
and he was & member of the American and
Torest Hills Lawn Tennis Actcocietion.

It is a tritute to the Horatio Alger
Society when it ettracts &s members men
of the caliber of Mr. Willer.
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TEXT OF 1968 MFMORIAL FULOGY ADLRESS

In the past we have eulogized Horstio
Aleger Jr., as en suthor, we praised his
teschings to the youth of hieg day; we
have devotedly followed his formule to
climb the ladder of success; but todsy, I
speek of Horetio Alger, Jr., the man.

He wes a kindly &na sympathetic person
vho possessed the elements of &n impres-
sive cheracter, inspiring trust, sdmirsa-
tion &nd inteerity. This combinetion,
with his love of menkind, is indeed &
rsre commodity in & hostile iconoclestic
world.
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It is seid that he was & timid man.
But he did not lack the strength of will
or coursge to oppose the ruthless Ped-
rone system which wee instrumental in
the ensctment of the 1874 New York state
lew for the prevention cf cruelty to
chilcren.

Like Robert Burns, he was & lover of
humenity enc¢ the green fielcs end
flowers. Like Golcsmith, he was heed-
lecs in money effeirs end gave gener-—
ously to those who needed it. Like
Thackery, he loved children end contin-
uelly gave them precsents.

Money to him meant only & means of
helping others. There were other pas-
tures to graze anc aress to expand one's
faith in mankind, love, friendship and
extending & helping hend to the needy.

Ysndness to enrich the lives ol the
lonely. In & letter to & friend he
steted that "You will best promote your
own heppiness by trying to meke others
happy." He asked us to do notle things,
not dream them all day long.

Instead of being & censor he lcoked
for the bect in others. He advocated
Feith, Hope end Cherity. Feith in the
brotherhood of Man. Hope for the obli-
vion of bigotry &nd hatred, and Charity
for the frailties of human beings. He
gave us the precepts anc ingrediernts to
oroduce happiness end bind us in unity
and peace. What a goal to achieve!l

Few people are eware that he wrote
poetry. They &re few but &re rich in
expression and metzphors. He loved
nature end humenity. Where others build
"Castles in Spein" ana mortgagec them,
he built castles in the gerdens of na-
ture. He wes no Lowell, Poe or Long-
fellow, but he wes the poet that Long-
fellow mesnt when he wrote in "lhe Day
is Ione" (quotations omitled).

Meny who have reed his poetry, re-
marked¢ thet they are dull end unin-
spiring. I do not think so...l leave
you with something to mediteate upon:
Vhat & wonderful worlc this would be,
if Flger's teeching anc philosophy helc
all men bound! (E.N. Cut snc edited)
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VICE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN

"I like this book & lot.
I would give it to my
friends to reasd it because
it's very nice. At first I
didn't like it hut now I
like it. If I had time I
woulc like to resd this
book over snd over. Mr.
Press wes right -- thris
book wag very nice. This
took wes interesting cause
it tells you sll sbout TOM
THE BOOTELACK. Horsatio
Alger, Jr. mekes excellent
books. 1 woulcd like to
another toeck that he has
vritten. I like my book
very much."

Steve Press

In & sense, what more can I say?
There, in & mtchell, is my whole report
on what hsvpened when I introduced
Horatio Alger to 8th graders in I.S. 52,
a special service school in the Bronx.
The students resisted st first —- as
they resist sny book without nictures (I
cuote: "I like this book by Horstio
Alger beceuse it's very interesting --
even though it doesn't have any pictures
it's still interesting."); but when they
finelly resd tkem they loved them. I
coulc fill uo this whole edition of the
Newstoy just cuoting stetements like the
ahove on how much the boys &né girls in
my classes liked —- loved! — Ltlger.

I heve just completed tre
finsl study snd review of
&1l the papers I received
from my students. It took
me €11 summer. There vere
hundreds. For the most im-
portent lessons I had double &nd triple
work becasuse I had severel other
teachers tesch the same lessons to chil-
dren that had never reac flger. I dic
t1ls so that I woulcd have & controlled
comparison to prove my results. What I
wvas looking for was this: Is there &
difference between the child who reads
!loer and the one who doesn't? Of
course I wanted to prove there is but I
ves prepered to objectively saccept any
recults I came up with.
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Alger dic not let us down! The aiffer-
ence was amazing! I still cannot quite
believe it myself. If my results are any
indication, every slum school in tne
country shoulc immedistely introauce
Elger into their reacing program.

The booke &ctually changed the outlook
of tke students. They seemec to suaaen-
ly beccme mentelly sna morully nealtuier.
They ceemed to sudcenly see trings in a
vay they hea never seen trem before.

The papers cone by the stuuents who had
not read or heerc of Alger were elmost
&1l completely cifferent. Let me snhow
you what I mean by two pursllel pupers.
The scsignment wes to teke tre following
paregraeph end aevelop a story from it:

A BOY OF 14 £NL HIS LISTEK, £GL 13,
COME TO Nbw YOrK CITY. 1hHEY sEF 4LL
ALONE. THEY HAVE NO mONEY. dIo
NEME IS JOE. HER NeMmE IS ROSE. Ho
S STRONG, BEAVE ANL GOOL-LOOKLNG.
OHE IS PRETTY, ANL LEERME OF ¢ HaePY
LITF. WRITE 4 STORY ABOUT JGk LND
ROSE.

Notice that toth boys develop tredi-
tionel Llrer story lines but cne of tnem
hes &€ territle ending.

This is Louis O's paper (8-7). de
never reacC fLlger.

"Joe ceme to New York City &t tne eare
of 14. He founu ¢ job in & store selling
newspepers. Ctoon ne got olc encugh to
get & better job; he found ¢ better job
&nu his sicter too. sSoon rpie sicter got
marry. Anc went away to live in dawaii.
Joe earn money &nc seved it up. Soon he
hed enough money tc go to college. ile
went to college, ot & cegree =nd then he
ran for Mayor. He wes electec Mayor wnen
he was 29. socn ut the ege of 30 ne was
chot &nd killea. Joe's sicter heard of
this &nd came to New York City. After
thut Joe's sicster aied tco. 4nd that wus
the enc of both of them."

This next paper is Lonnie R's (8-C).
He read and loved Alger.

"Joe got & job helping in & candy store
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meking 7 dollers ¢ week. Rose wes &
beby sitter on Saturdsy nights, meking
tvo and a half dollers esch night. They
wes living in hall weys. Fut they were
saving money everv week anc then sfter a
month Joe found & epertment with 2
rooms. h yeer went hty, he wes 15. Then
he put hie sister in & schcol &nu he

Lez rned off of her, tut when he wss six-
teen he went tn ri-ht schenl #né pot &
very cood ecuecxtion, The tescher likec
Him very much. The tecchers rot him in
# college end he rot # very rooa job &nd
wes very rich later in life ™

keein, I coulc show you Gozens of
nare Llel venere like tnere. Emezing
nrocf that roretio rlper, Jr. wes &
reniug et writing for young oeople wnose
lives were bteset with difficulties.

In the fupust “IMEEOY Forrest Camphell
wrote zhout the vecole vwho cell Alger &
"heck writer." I guess we've &ll gone
through thie. In e letter I once vrote
to ¥en Futler [ ssic, "The success in
intert thst hrs mede the neme of Horetio
tlrer & common, immedistely underctood
ac jective in our languege fer, far cut-
weichs the weakness in Mr. Alger's nen.
Ard perhaps it is tris very artlessness,
this simple irfenuousnecs in style that
fives the books their preat nower (which
indeed they heve!) #n¢ brings the char-
retere o0 elive, so heartily, tencerly,
zna honestly ¢live." Vell, [ still
zrree with the nart zhtout tke "chur-
acters" but T comrletely cdisegree vith
mvcelf ehout there being zny weekness in
“r. Fleer's pen. I've ceen thet nen
work mirscles. VYes, mirecles! Licten
tn this story:

In one of my clesses ves & toy by the
neme of Luie. Luie wrs ¢ stolid yet
ruick tempered young men of 15. Ve got
along feirly well exceot thet he selcom
dia eny vork in my clesses. He was &n
immigrant from Puerto Fico snd still had
& good deel of difficulty with Fnglish.
He coulo read but it wes & struegle.

luring the time I sterted on the flger
oro ject, Luis begen doing less work than
ucual. Aes & matter of fect, he woulcd
come into my class, po to hie desk in

the front of the rcom, and promptly go to
sleep. I at first tercted him but it dic
no goocd. He would just get angry and
storm out of the class. 1've learned
thet thet is not sn unswer to the probiem.
The thing to do is keep the student in
the rcom if ne is not aisruptive &nu work
with him.

One day wfter cless I took Luie usice
ena ve telked. He reveelea tne problem.
His fsther had left the family. Tne
smell grocery store which the femily
owned wes left for Luis (the olcest son)
encd his mother to run. Hie mother
stayved there curing the csy ¢nc Luis
worked in the store &ll nighte Thus
he «lept in school.

£n impossible situetion. I tolc Luis
tn#l I understood enc thet he coulc
sleep in my class. But I impressed upon
him the importence of leesrning to read
and write English. iie ezgreed. The very
fect thet he ceme tc schcol shoved there
w&s ¢n underlying cesire on nis (&nu nis
motrer's) pert that he snoulc get an
ecucation. And it is my feeling tunat
reucing is education: To read is to
learn.

I begen my "atteck." I told Luis I
¥new of & cstory that wes similar to nis.
e ves curicus. I asked him if he woulc
resd it if I geve it to him. He seid he
voulc. Thus en Alger wes nlaced in
Luis' hends. I put ro time limit on the
rexcding of the book, ssked for nc report
on it anc dia not mention it tec nim
agein. L week end € haelf luter Luis
came to me before cluss. The tlger wes
helc tightly in his hancs. He wes very
excited.

"This is the greatest book I've ever
seen!" he seio. "I've never known any-
thing like tniec before! Lo you have
more?" I dia. And I geve them to nim.
Luis was sudaenly & completely changed
boy. He began working in class. He was
sudcenly always laughing and kiaaing
around. His life, his ettitude actually
chenged. His work in the store, and
school work and living with people now
seemed nothing more than s joyful
challenge. (continued on page six)
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The NFVSBOY, the officiel orgen of the
Horetio Alger Sfociety is nublished month-
ly except Jenuery &nd July, eanc is dis-
tributed free tc Society memters. Member-
ship fee for any twelve month period, $5.

NFPSBOY recognizes R:alph D. Gardner's
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VICE PRESICENT'S COLUMN ( continued)

This is just one example of meny of
whet these books by Horatio Alger, Jr.
did! And are continuing to do -- for
thev are seeds that, when watered with
reading, blossom into healthy, heappy
humen beings.

In the following columns I will tske
the project apart day by day, week by
week and show exactly how it worked.

(Steve Press, PF-164)

S R S RN K
(F.N. Steve's nroject was started on the
15t anniversaery of Horatio Alger's birth
date. NEVSROY wss proud to lend support
to tais worthy project with & special

edition (December 1967) in an zppecl for
Llger books to be used in the project.

Vour response has mede this project pos-
sible, and tae end result worth while)

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Jucyueline Steele, PF-199, editor of
the BOOKWOKM, announces that her bi-
monthly publiextion will now be issued
on £ monthly bzsis with the number of
pages increased from 24 to 3i. The
subscription fee has been increased too,
but I'm sure it will be worth it. For
Alger collectors, the EJOKWORM devotea
en entire issue to Horatio Alger in the
Februsry 1968 eaition. When you sub-
scribe, ask for a free copy of tais edi-
tion for your Alger collection.

Russell Dock, PF-235 (smmounced as &
new member in the June issue) is eaitor
unc publisher of THE PATEN] E.CHANGE
NEV'S & RFPORTER. In tae current July
issue, Kussell begun in serial form the
story of RAGCEL LICK, with his own in-
troduction entitled The Great American

[rexzm, in which our tociety and publica-

tion are honorably mentioned. Altiougn
Fussell's publicstion is written for u

selcet group, I am sure we will profit

from this medium of publicity.

ANOTHER WOKTHY PROJECT TO BE LAUNCH:D

As editor of NEWSEOY, I recently re-
ceived an invitation to attend A COM-
MUNICATIONS FORUM to be held in New
York City, September 16th & 17th. In-
vitations were airectea especially to
people in the field of Raaio, Televi-
sion, Newspeapers, Megazines, Publishing,
Lrame, Motion Pictures ana Industry. I
wes highly honored to be consiaered.

The committee, representing 1he
Center of hmerican Living, Inc. is com-

nrized of some 4J prominent Americans
such as the well known personsges of
Vincent Price and Peggy %Wood. The
Forum will consider "The Influence of
the Communicetions Media on the Caliber
of pAmericsn Civilization" anc &mong
ceven selected topics for discussion
is one that should be cear to tae
heerts of every Society member, "Where
are the heroes of today2"

The purpose of the Forum, which was
presented in lengthy deteil, might be
summed up in these selected yuotes:
Center seeks to locate and cultivate

The
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excellence in wide-sprecd fields, as op-
nosed to trends of negative or aestruct-
ive nature." The Communications Medisa..
"indelibly mold the gosls, ambitions,
criteria and generasl attitudes of a major-
ity of the American people." "Similarly,
...those who wield such great power over
the minds and outlook not only of our
children and young people, but of the
nztion as & whole." "As a result....we
hope to...encourage those nrograms which
vortray the highest standards of humen
hehavior...."

Unfortunstely, your editor was forced
to decline the invitation, but did send
in an answer to the topic for discussion:

Fhere are the heroes of today? They
can still be found in your community and
mine. They are not the publicity seeking
type, and unlike "birds of & festher"
they do not flock together. If you think
vou have discovered one, he would gquite
naturally deny it. You will not find him
by his own admission, or by the cut of
his clothes, for he wears no identifying
costume, or seeks orezise and comnensation
for what he feels is his moral duty to
verform. You mey find him in the midst
of any unorganized group, if you know how
to recognize good character, for he
stends sut, morzlly, head and shoulders
above the crowd. Is he then the best
cualified in any activity or emergency?
Not necessarily, but in an obvious ques-
tion of right or wrong, he can be de-
nenced upon to defend his convictions,
end usually wins out against over-power-
ing odds. :

If we were to advertise for one, we
would no doubt, get meny spplicants,
ohysically ecuioped, or those who hsve
been so-labelled and have clippings to
nrove endursnce records, gone farther,
#on more, et., but in the final screening
of aorlicants we would not find what we
were looking for.

How then shall we find & hero today?
How shall we he able to identify him? If
taere ever was zn authority on this sub-
ject, we, of the Horatio Llger Society,
believe that Horatio Alger, Jr., was the
best cualified, cince he described 130 or
nmore in his day during the past century.
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First, we were taught that & hers is
not born with sny sacitiontl scvuntages
over the rest of us. He is molded dur-
ing his childhood. When tae Alger hers
is first introduced to the reazder, often
he is already 15 years of age. The
first implied ingredient in tne molding
of &« hero, was parental love, for which
he learned to return with equal generos-
ity. He was tsught taat thnere was a
Greuter Love which he learned to appre-
ciate and respect. He was taught at an
early sge to detect right from wrong,
and thet it was his moral duty to de-
fend it with all his might.

He was taught that his conduct should
always be commendable and above re-
prouach. £nd so, at the beginning of
each Alger story, we find "our hero"
morelly equipped to meke his way in the
world, honorably and respectfully, how-
ever, his education was often delayed
due to finencial difficulties at home.
The true Alger hero, when able to do so,
always completed his education event-
uzlly, and even encouraged and assisted
other less fortunste boys to do the same.

Unfortunstely, every home cannot pro-
duce a hero, due to the lack of parental
love and quidance. Today's world pre-
sents new problems for society to con-
quer if we are to "Train up a child in
the way he should go," but the ingred-
ients remein the same. Perhaps if to-
day's child cennot be molded in the pro-
per environment, by his parents in his
own home, society must meke an attempt
to reach him, and communicate with him
through our modern day Communications
Media. (cut and edited)

*3t#

In the opinion of your editor, the
committee sponsoring the forum encour-
ages the Communications Media to take a
new look, and encourage a fresh approach
in dealing with the children of our
generation. Newsboy is proud to sup-
port such a program, and it is our
fervent prayer that the youth of our
day will lend an attentive ear to tae
principles of Horatio Alger, Jr., who
did much in his day to build good char-
acter in the youth of his day, &and
viaich is our heritage.
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"THLT WONDERFUL WORL

Steve Press, champion principles. The bloom in your cheeks
of the present generation was pale. You may have been annoyed at
of New York street-boys, the sturdy constitution of your asso-
and & defender of the olds ciestes, and perhaps a little of tneir
hopes that I intend to culture rubbed off on you. At least, o
give equal time to boys there was a temptation to deny your
like Ragged Dick, &nd heritage. Occasionally, your asso-
even suggests what Dick, ciates were cut down and heuled off (to

himself might have said: the island), leaving you stending, but
they returned, and rose agein.

"We too is Alger boys,

Mr. Campbell; and it sure ain't easy to Why were you left stending? Because

be so neat and clean when yer Fifth Ave- you were different? Because you had

noo manshun is & box in & alley, &nd I'm principles? FBecause you had done no

a rough customer but I wouldn't steal and harm? Because you were not noxious,

I ain't mean and I earn my own way." and & nuisance to society. Yes, for

someone hed observed the difference be-

I'm with you, Dick, and I stand shoul- tween you and your associates and de-

der to shoulder with Mr. Press in defend- sired to give you a chance.

ing you, however, there are. two sides to

every coin. Your "country" cousin had the No one is supposed to be able to 1lift

benefit of a good home, meager as it may himself up by his own bootstraps, and

have been, and parental love and guidance. you, in your predicament, were no ex-

He was molded at an early age and pre- ception. You needed & helping hand.

pared for the pitfalls of an adult world.
The friend who left you standing, alsc
Your problem, right from the very start lifted you out and transplanted you into

and as far back as you can remember, was a different environment. The result was
one of survival, and you did survive, de- that with your principles, and with the
spite the greatest of handicaps. My hat care and guidance of & helping hand, you
comes off to you! developed into what you were supposed to

be, and what you really wanted to be.
In a letter to Mr. Press, I have com-

pared you and your "country" cousin with I shall never forget your thanks, and
two flower seeds. The seed of your the promise you made to the one who gave
"country" cousin was planted in a flower- you & helping hand: "whenever I have an

. bed, nourished and cared for, and when he opportunity of helping along & boy who
was ready to be transplanted, he was able is struggling upward as I once had to

to stand alone. struggle, I will do it."

Your seed, Dick, fell by the wayside, To me, these words which came from Mr.
vou were forced to survive and grow, if Alger's pen, and acting &as your mouth-
possible under the most impossible condi- piece, are immortal, &nd a foundation
tions. Your associates were a sturdy lot, upon which our Horutio Alger Lociety weas
yet nmoxious and a2 nuisance to society. built.

You knew what you were. You knew that Ve are indeed grateful for these words
you were different somehow, for you hed of wisaom, whiczh is our heritsge. (PF-000,
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