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This frontispiece illustration was ori-
ginally from the A.K. Loring editions,
but also used in some Porter & Costes
and Winston editions. It is one of the
most populsr, and perheps the most fami-
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It was our dream that this scene might
be reproduced, using menikins in a store
window display for our coming "Kalamezoo
Occasion" but suitable authentic attire
on such short notice is our problem.

liar illustrstions which identify the
New York City street-boys as portrayed
in meny of the Plger stories; a Baggage
“mzsher, @ Rootblack, = Newsboy, and &
noseible Mztch Boy, or & District Tele-
granh Mlescenger Boy.

Ve ure hopeful to capture the pose on
posters to be strategically placed in
store windows for publicity purposes,
and to revive the memory and the imege
of "Our Hero" and announce the time and
the place of our Anmual Convention.
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RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM ALGERLAND
by Mex Goldberg, President

JOHN MAYNARD OF LAKE ERIE: The Genegsis of
a Legend, by George Salomon (continued)

Paradoxically, the legend
of John Maynard wss to find
its most durable form in &
foreign land, at the hands
of sn author who never saw
the United States; the Ger-
man Theodor Fontene (1819-
1898). He is known as the
father of the realistic
middle-class novel in Ger-
meny, also ss a distin-
guished writer of occeslon-
al snd narretive verse.

Eerly in life he became
Max Goldberg thoroughly femilisr with
Fnglish literature, &n in-
terest deenened by repeated stints as a
newspapermen in England durimg the 1850s.
He belonged to a literary club in Berlin
in which the ancient Scottish folk bal-
lads were favorites; his "Archibald Doug-
las," first read im 1854 there, trans-

poses the Scottish style imto German with .

maegnifieent effect, and has become his
best-known work.

The English spesking countries supplied
much of his inspiration. When a large
new railroad bridge near Dundee in Scot-
land collapsed during 1879, plunging a
passenger train into Firth of Tay, he
turned the incident into a dramatic bal-
lad, which becsme an overnight success.
Probaebly about the same time, he wrote
his version of "John Maynard," & close
counterpart, in structure and style, of
the poem gbout the Tay disaster.

Though Fontane seems to have left no
record of his source, internal evidence
leaves little doubt thet he, like Alger,
worked from Gough's "Pilot." His render-
ing conteins seversl details found in
none of the other versions; the ship,
(here called Schwalbe, i.e. "Swallow") is
bound for Buffalo from Detroit; the fire
occurs just before the end of the voyage;
and the captain uses & speaking trumpet.

But though Fontane used the szme raw

n

material as Alger, what he made of it is
vastly different. Instead of formal
stanzas, he employs lines of loose, at
times almost prosaic, rhythm simply
rhymed in pairs. Where Alger's narra-
tion is rhetorical, Fontane's is con-
cised, even clipped. Dialogue is used
freely and drametically, and the story
is reduced to essentials; for example,
the efforts to put out the fire are not
described.

Alger makes little of the drama of di-
minishing time and distance, while Fon-
tane turns the ticking-asway of precilous
minutes into & recurrent theme ("still
twenty minutes to Buffalo"), then ("fif-
teen, finally ten") steadily building up
tension toward the climax.

Fontane's ballad soon became & favor-
ite in the German-speaking countries and,
unlike Alger's, gained a permanent place
in literature. Probably few Americans
living today could identify John Maynard;
but thousands of miles away in Central
Furope, generations upon generations of
school children still memorize the record
of his heroic deed.

In reference to the changing of the
"Ragged Dick Award" to the ®Strive and
Succeed Award" let it be thoroughly under-
stood, that the changing of the name of
the Award, was NEVER intended as anm af-
front to Forrest Campbell. The great
contribution to our Sgciety by him cannot
be underestimated. We all acknowledge
the time, personal expense and planning
he was compelled to do all by himself,
until the Socliety became self supporting.

Ralph Gardner, V.P. Steve Press and I
weighed the action and decided that the
change was best for the Society and ad-
visable in view of the public reaction
against the "Ragged Dick Award." There
wss a preponderance of evidence against
the name, by ministers, editors, and the
public at large. Not belng Algerites,
they could not conceive the real meaning
of Ragged Dick. Like the password of a
fraternity, only those who belong under-
stand it.

Ever so often one finds in buying =
book, some clippings inserted among the
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pages, pertaining to the book or to its

euthor. This clipping contsins quite an

erticle on flger's birthday, titled:
BLASE AGE IGNORES ALGER'S 100TH
FNNIVERSERY

"There was no playing of municipal
trumpets to mark the 100th Anniver-
sary (1932) of the birth of Horatio
Alger, Jr., nor were there so fer ss
could be learned, any pilgrimage to
his grave. As sophistication lays
hold upon the youths of today Alger's
vopgue wanes; he seems nevertheless to
be on the verge pf apotheosis. He is
a candidete for thet Valhalla which
goes under the name of Americana.

His first editions are not yet
ezgerly sought by collectors, but
dezlers in first editions ask as much
ac $10 to 415 for some in good con-
dition. He wes one of the most suc-
cessful writers of juvenile fiction
in the history of this country. He
imoregneted st least one generztion
with his doctrine thst honor and
weelth are the rewards of virtue. At
that time the racketeers had not yet
risen to challenge ilger's tenet. A
letter of flger's on the rewards of
suthorship that came to light recent-
ly, has been acquired by -- from —,
it reeds:

233 West Z4th St. N.Y.C.
Merch 16, 1894

Dear -- An author's compensation
consists less in the checks he re-
ceives, than in the evidence of &p-
preciation afforded by such letters
as yours. Few adopt the literary
profession as & means of geining &
livelihood, The true author finds
his greatest pleasure in his work.

Yours Truly,
H. ilger, Jr.

Despite the lsrge income from his
writings, his generosity left him at
death, & poor men. During the 30 years
that he lived here, he produced scores
of booke, which had 2 wide influence on
youth. In sll, flger produced 119
books. Hisg interest in cherity took
him to the Newsboy's lodging, founded

by Charles Loring Brace. There his warm
heertedness won him the affection of the’
boys, and from their lives, he drew much
of his material and sentimentafizing it
for use in his books, which flowed from
his pen. It has been said klger was him-
self timorous and thet the heroes he
created, represented & form of compensa-
tion."

Betty Flynn of the Chicago Daily News,
November, 1968 wrote an article stating:
RAGS TO RICHES TYPES TO DOMINATE WHITE
HOUSE SCENE "It will be & group of which
Horetio Alger himself would be proud.
Like President—-elect Richard Nixon, most
of his closest friends.... have travelled
the Rags to Riches route. Two of Nixon's
best buddies, Elmer Bobst, the 82 year
head of Warner-Lambert Pharmaceutical Co.,
and Billy Graham, got the Horatio Alger
Awards &t the Weldorf-Astoria Hotel in
June 1965. Maurice Stans, 60, Director
of Budget Bureau under Eisenhower, started
as an office boy in & Chicago Accounting
firm. Robert Finch, 42, Lt. Governor of
California worked part time during the
last three years of high school to help a
widowed mother. Don Kendaell, 47, Presi-
dent of Pepsi-Cola International began as
a fountain salesman. With such a gelaxy
of Algerites perhaps reason and common
sence will prevail egain.”

The Boston Globe in 1957 wrote & helf
pege story about Olin Downes, an Alger
Musicel Critic. I &m giving &n abstrect
of it. "When Olin Downes, the music cri-
tic for the New York Times for 32 years
died st 69, he was the foremost musical
critic in the U.S. Lucien Price of the
Bogton Globe in & personsl memoir on his
friend wrote: His career was & story by
Horetio Alger scored for full orchestrs.
Those who knew him will tell you that his
formel schooling ended in the elementary
eredes end he started here ecross Weshing-
ton Street et the Boston Post running &n
elevator. He was born in Evanston, Ill.,
ceme to Boston st the age of 8 and at-
tenaed public school. Within 10 years he
wee teeching pleno end playing the viols
in & string quartette. At 20 he becume
music critic for the Boston Post. They
were written sgainst pressure of & dead-
line, but they were soon watched by the
whole country. (continued on page 4)
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RANLOWM THOUGHTS FREOM ALGERLAND continued

In 1923 the N.Y. Times hired him to
take over the post thet he gracec for 32
years." Milton Salls, PF-020, sent me
the following information:

"On a recent television program nsmed
Jeoperdy, cuestions were asked &snd re-
werds given for correct enswers. One
question was; Who wes the suthor whose
first book wes Ragged Dick? One of the
contestants enswered correctly. An Alger
story wes in & Sundey Supplement. It was
a full psge story of Lynde Bird Johnson.
She compiled a list of favorite authors
from her friends in Washington. She
found that their favorite wes Loulsa Mey
Alcott, but in second place was Horatio
Alger. Of course meny of her friends
were Senstors, Congressmen, Supreme Court
Justices, snd Members of the President's
Cabinet. She didn't mention whether her
father had been an Alger reader." Many
thanks to our Partic'ler Friend for that
nugget of informetion. Morris Olsen, PF-
106, informs me that the AB magezine says
g copy of plger's Seeking His Fortune,
gold for $190 at & recent book auction.
FHSHEEHEHEEHHERORHEREEEHEHEEROOEHRE000O00E

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

Since Mex hes sppointed me as the Grest
Lekes Regionel Director, I have prepared
the following snnouncement for inclusion
in the fpril Newsboy.

411 members and friends of the Horatio
tlger Society are invited to attend the
Firct Creet Lzkes Regionsl Meeting in Des
Plsines, Illinois, May 16-17-18, 1969.
These dates were chosen to enable those
who attend to elso attend the gigantic
Brendeis University Booksale. This is &
circus tent just loaded with books thet
have been sorted according to sub ject,
making it guite easy to browse in your
arecs of interest. Bring your own books
for ssle or trede with your fellow
society members. Motel rates: Eingle,
#13 and #17 double. Friday aftermncon
will be for checking in &t motel, fol-
lowed in the evening by an informel din-
ner-get-together.

Saturday morning there will be & brief
meeting, leaving the rest of the dey free
to visit the numerous Chicagolend book-

stores. In the evening the Brandeis Uni-
versity Booksele will begin. On the
first day of the ssle a $2 contribution
is sgked. This, and all proceeds of the
sale go to help buy books for the library
st Brandeis University. There will be =&
Sundey morning farewell breskfast that
will be over in time for those who may
wish to revisit the Brandeis ssle without
chzrge. Further informetion and motel
reservation cards may be obtained by
writing to: Gilbert K. Westgerd,II

2317 Oak Tree Lane, Park Ridge, I1l. 60068
HHHEBHEHEHHOBERBEEORO0OENOBEHOHEEHEEEHEHET
(E.N. Due to the overflow of meteriel on
this page, the customsry editoriel state-
ment end listing of our officers is cur-
teiled accordingly)

CHENGE OF ALDRESS

PF-230 Mr. Alan Sam Dikty
1105 Edgewater Drive,
Naperville, Illinois 60540

MEMBERCHIP REINSTATEMENT

PF-035 Mr. Keith H. Thompson
21 Otis Lane,
Bellport, L.I. New York 11713

PLELSE MAKE THESE ALDITIONS TO YOUR MEM-
BERSHIP ROSTER AND KEEP IT UP TO DATE.
I IHEEEORHOEHOHEEROHEREEHEREORREHEGHE

GOOD NEWS AND OTHER REPORTS OF INTEREST

Founder Ken Butler lost his mother, 88,
(lest remeining parent) recently, and
Founder Forrest Campbell lost his lest
remeining brother, sge 83. Mrs. Max
(Blenche) Friedman, PF-001, recently had
cetaracts removed from both eyes. The
operation wes & complete sucess, and
Mrs. PF-001 is well on the way to complete
recovery. Her plens for the ledies lun-
cheon seem to be &ssured. John Sullivan,
PF-074, &nd Executive Director of Friend-
ship House, QOttawa, Illinois, has just re-
ceived the Silver Beaver Award from the
Boy Scouts of America! Congratulstions,
John, you have earned it, &nd you are de-
serving of the award. The Society is very
proud to have you on our membership rolls!

Our congratulstions to the sponsors of
all "DECENCY RALLIES"™ in the U.S.A. This
ig indeed, GOOD NEWS!

APRIL
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BOOK MART

The listing of Alger books in
this department (space permitting)
ie free to our members. Please
list title, publisher, condition
and price. Fditor disgualified
due to first notice. First
editions underlined. Requests for
speciel privileges are discouraged.

Offered by Den Fuller, 1121 W. Badger
Roed, Madison, Wisconsin 53713. (PF-142)

Frank & Feerless, Whitmen F & 2.00
Frank Fowler, £.L. Burt G 11.00
Frank Fowler, A.L. Burt VG 5.00
#*Grit, (Young Boatmsan) 2.00
Jacob Merlowe's S. Superior F 3.00
Joe's Luck, A.L. Burt 5.00
Ragged Dick, P&C F-G 8.00
Rough & Ready, P&C F-G 5.00
Rufus & Rose, P&C G 6.00
**Tom, The Bootbleck, Burt G 11.00
Tom Temple's Career, Burt VG 5.00
Tom Thatcher's Fortune, Burt VG 5.00
Tom Thatcher's Fortune, Burt V G 12.00
#Tony, The Hero, A.L. Burt G 10.00
Wren Winter's Triumph, F-G 14.00

(#This is title #72 on our numbered list
of titlesfrom Gardner's book. % is &
reprint title. # was first published by
J.S. Ogilvie & Co. The seller's descrip-
tion "first hardcover" lends to the con-

fusion)
¥ HHBREHEHEHHOHBEBRRHEBEHORENROEREEOEEEO0

THE KALAMAZOO OCCASION (July 8-11th)
For the benefit of eny new readers, and
e reminder for the rest of our members,
the registration fee is $1 per member, $1
for spouse, and $1 for sdult guests in
sdvence. Upon receipt of your registrs-
tion fee, plus & six-cent stamp for reply
you will receive & room reservetion csrd.

£t this eerly dste, members from four
states are slready registered, snd due to
our mid-west location & record turn-out
in sttendance is expected with membership
representetion from 15 stestes.

Members from the esst and west should,

if traveling by car, use I-94, end mem-
bers from the south should use U.S. 121

1969

which crosses I-94 in the suburbsn sres,
southwest of Kalemszoo. There, are many
exits from U.S. 131 and I-94 but all
motoristsare urged to use exit #76 from
I-94. This approach to the City of Kale-
mezoo is vis "our great white way" (our
version of Brpadwasy) where some of our
shopping centers and many of our subur-
ben restsurants are located. A detsiled
mep which will direct you to our motel
vill be printed in the June Newsboy.

It is important, end we encoursge you
to report at our motel headquarters be-
fore six P.M. of the first day. We will
be officielly welcomed in the evening of
the first day by our loesl Chamber of
Commerce, to be followed by an Alger
Free-Forum (public invited) Discussion
Period. The selection of & moderator
for this event of the evening will depend
upon the time of your arrival.

The general agenda will be business
sessions in the morning, conducted by our
President. Visiting bookstores im the
aftermoon, with Alger discussions sched-
uled for Tuesdey & Wednesdey evenings,
and our Banguet on Thursday evening.

Visitation of rooms for the purpose of
examining books offered for sale, must be
by invitetion, and the timing should be
sandwiched in between our ma jor events.

There may be some outdoor games and
entertaimment which must mlso be smand-
wiched in between scheduled events. All
meals, except our banquet, will be open
for individusl, or group arrangements.
The ladies luncheon will of course be a
Wednesday noon affeir extending for &n
indefinite period of time at the home of
the Friedmens.

All committee reports should be made
st our first business session on Wednes-
dey morning. Election of officers should
be held at our finsl business session on
Thursdey morning, with installsztion of
officers &t our banquet on Thursday
evening. You must decide upon your sr-
rivel if you plen to stliend the banguet.
Ittendence developing from leste decisions
cannot be guarenteed. We are counting on
your attendaence, and remember, we've de-
signed this OCCACION with you in mind!
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VICE-PRESIDENT 'S COLUMN

Was our ALGER PROJECT
successful last year? Last
week Tony B. came to see me
and asked if I had any more
of "those Alger books" be-
csuse he couldn't find one
in the library. He had al-
ready done one book report
on the book I had given
him. Vivian N. came to
tell me that she reads and
rereads the Algers I had
given her. She is
saving them to give to
her brother when he is
old enough.

Steve Press

These are just two
examples of meny who
have come back from
the high school and
talked to me about
Alger. They have
graduated from my
school but yet they
felt the need to come
back and talk about
Alger. And remember,
these children are
notorious for staying
away from reading.

Nine students out of
ninety did the first
assigmment. They
looked up in an ency-
clopedia the nsme of
Horatio Alger, Jr.,
and copled it onto a
piece of paper. Nine
students out of ninety. Par for the
course! Those students who did the work
were praised and rewarded with "extra
credit" and each paper was read out loud
in class. At the end of that day every
student knew who Horatio Alger, Jr. was.

I put the facts on the board and each
student copied them carefully (I checked)
into his notebook. The facts: correct
date of birth and date of death; correct
spelling of the neme (though all during
the many following lessons I received de-
lightful veriations --example: Horechal
Alerger); approximete number of books

A newsboy asleep in a subway station

sold, kinds of books, etc., etc. —
refer to your local encyclopedias for
this —- corrected by Gardner of course.
It was & struggle but the facts were
down.

The next step was a bit of history, a
page of introduction I wrote, and some
pictures I had taken from the New York
Times. As I look back mow I wish I had
handled the pictures better. They were
good and eventually evoked a good re-
sponse but I weskened their use by not
recognizing theilr potential and merely
coupled them with an-
other lesson. The
photos, tsken from
the New York Times,
showed New York City
slum children from
the turn of the cen-
tury. Wonderful pic-
tures! My students
were fascinated by
them and were amezed
that they were 70
years old. I had the
plctures reproduced
and each of my stu-
dents received them.

The 1little plece of
introductory informa-
tion I handed out was,
I'm pleased to say,
very effective. I
told a little story of
the Civil War and the
youngsters who served
in it. And then, to-
gether, we read the
sheet. I've attached
it at the end of my columm. They under-
stood what I tried to say on the paper
and they took it to heart. They became
curious sbout the stories that this men,
Horatio Alger, Jr., wrote. I had piqued
their interest. I wes on my way. The
best was yet to comel

1865: THE END OF THE CIVIL WAR

The soldiers who had, to the beat of
the drum, marched into battle, now strag-
gled home. The drum beat was still.

What happened to the little drummer boy
(continued on page 7)
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VICE-PRESIDENT'S COLUMN (continued)

who bravely stood with the soldier in the
battle? He was abandoned. Boys, many of
them not even in their teens, who had
tasted deeply of the adult world in war,
its most degraded form, were left to find
their own way home to farms and villages
--farms and villages perhaps destroyed by
the war —farms znd villages that held no
interest for their new way of looking at
things.

It was the big city, like New York,
thet was the lure. £Lnd so these boys
drifted to & life that was to mold our
country.

Welfare was there none. There only ex-
isted the boys will to survive and suc-
ceed. Their life was terrible —-- boxes
in alleys for beds, vile quality food,
nrey to every type of temptation; but
they were & hearty lot —- young warriors
used to the battle —— and they struggled.
Strugegled until they found a champion and
a friend in a young writer by the name of
Horatio Alger. He became their col-
lective voice. And that voice gave off
such a shout that it is heard to this day
echoing through the very fiber of our
nation.

That collective voice was, of course,
the books of Horatio Alger — more than
135 books that sold millions of copies —
that told the story of tough, uneducated
youths who saw beyond their poverty and
ignorance to a chance in an idea —- the
idea of STRIVE AND SUCCEED!
HIHEEHHHEEREEEEEERHEHEHEHEEHEHEEEOHHBOBRSE
THE MISTAKE THAT WASN'T ALGER'S

by Jack Bales, PF-258

Fvery Alger enthusiast knows of the
blunders that occasionally appesr in the
books by Horatio Alger, Jr. However, one
cannot always ettribute these mistakes to
Alger himself. Ralph Gardner wrote in
his book, Horatio Alger, or The American
Hero Era, "Considering the urgency for
getting his stories into print to satisfy
ever-increasing reader demand, the errors
are not surprising." But how many of you
out there in Algerland know of the mis-
take that wasn't Alger's, one that defi-

nitely could NOT have been caused by
Alger.

Take your copy of Paul Prescott's
Charge and look at the frontispiece. 1s
it a picture of an elderly lady with an
umbrella chasing a 1little Negro boy? It
is in the Winston and Porter & Cosztes
editions, and may well be in more. But
the point is, this picture HAS NOTHING
TO DO WITH THE BOOK'S CONTENTS. The
publisher or type-setter made a mistake
by putting this picture in the wrong
book. It really belongs in the book
Frank's Cempaign, which with Paul Preg-
cott's Charge and Charlie Codmen's
Cruise, comprise the Campaign Series.
The boy in the picture is nsmed Little
Pomp and he enjoys playing practical
jokes, especially on the woman in the
picture.

Yes, Alger made mistakes, but so did
his publishers and type-setters. And
remember, this same frontispiece ap-
peared in at least TWO editions of Paul
Prescott's Charge, and as Cicero, one of
the greatest orators of all time onmce

" sald, "To stumble twice against the same

stone 1s a proverbial disgrace."

(E.N. The caption, "Don't catch dis
chile agein" under the above mentioned
'misplaced illustration' mey be found in
the dialogue of the story, Frank's Cam—
peign, chapter 23, and page 202 of the
Porter & Coates editions)

HHHEE R 3 HOOREOREEROHOONHONOOEE
ANOTHER ENCYCLOPEDIA PUBLISHER CONVINCED

Due to the effortas of Owen Mortom, a
friend and resident of my area, officials
of The World Book Encyclopedia agreed to
correct the birth date of Horatio Alger
in the next edition of their publication.

Owen's high regard for the accuracy of
this publication prompted him to inform
the editorial staff immediately upon
lesrning of the error as a result of our
research. The facts are simple enough:
Since Horatio was the first born, Jamsary
13, 1832, followed by his sister Olive
Augusta, November 19, 1833, the erromious
1834 date, which is often quoted, is just
not humeanly possible. (PF-000)



Both scenes represent "that wonderful
world of Horatio Alger" around City Hall
Perk, efter the turn of the century. The
nrominent builcding on the skyline is the
new Municipel Building, but the focal
point is of course the low two story
structure, City Hell, which hes never
changed in its outwerd sppearsnce during
its history which dstes beck to 181%.

T2 D S —

o
"
"
"
"
n
1]
"
4 u
)
E

The scene &t the top shows & portion of
the roof of the Post Office Building
which wes erected in City Hell Perk in
the yesr 1875. The center scene w&Ee
tsken €t zbout the time of its removal
znd the rectoretion of the perk ares in
progress. This park which is opposite
the entrence to City Hsll was the fevor=
ite pathering nlece of [lger's heroes and
other street-boyes & decsde &go.

"THAT WONDERFUL WORLD OF HORATIO ALGER"

In the background of the top scene can
be seen the Menhettsn bridge and the
Brooklyn bridge with ite approech ex-
tending scross Park Row &t the foot of
Center Street. The visible portion of
Paerk Kow wae once known &s Printing House
Squere &nd Newspaper Row. The low Bldg.
oppoeite City Hell is the Sun Bldg., once
the locstion of the Newsboys' Lodging

House, but erected in 1811 and known &s
Tammeny Hall. Acrose Frankfort Street on
the opposite corner is the old Vorld
Building, which wus built on the site of
Irench'e Hotel. The hotel was & seven
story structure, and often mentioned in
the Llger stories. Lovejoy's Hotel, sn-
other pcpulsr plece on Purk Row, but out
of the picture, neerer Broudwey, was of-
ten recommended by the baggage smeshers.



