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The girl in this
illustretion is veri-
fication that girls
did ply this tracde in
New York City in the
dsyc of Horztio
Llger.

The Llger title,
Tettered Tom, often
mistaken for the nzme
of ¢ boy, was &
street sweeper. It
was & meager paying
trace, but honect,
and perheps eattractec
more pity than &
resl need for her
services.

Irene Gurmsn, in a
hasty note, informs
me that it will be
difficult for her to
accept the recent as-
sigmment to serve on
the Nomineting Com-
mitee. She slso en-
closed &n erticle on
the possible origin
of Roys Clubs, &nd
wonders if plger could
heve been the fore-
runner? Posgsible!

Remember, wou must register by meil in
order to get your room reservstion csrd.
ind let's not forget to consider & site
for our 1970 convention city! THIS OCCA-
SION WAS DESIGNED WITH YCU IN MIND!
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Monthly Newsletter of
the HORATIO ALGER
SOCIETY. The World's
Only Publication Devot-
ed to That Wonderful
World of Horatio Alger.

(Spen of lifet 1-13-1832 - 7-18-1899)

Mrs. George Cameron
who resides near
Rough & Ready, Calif.
reports the city got
jts nsme from the nick
nume of Gen. Zachary
Taylor. This also
mey be the source, or
the origin of the nick
neme of Rufus, the
hero of the story,
Rough & Ready, which
was published about
1869 a century ago.

This is also the
Centenniel Year of
our first transcon-
tinental railroad,
completed May 10,
at Promontory, Uteah.

In spite of this
fact it is interesting
to note that in the
stories written after
that event, Alger pre-
ferred to send his
heroes out west and to
Californie by way of
the stage coach and
"around the horn."

SIRDAL QWREFER The "train" stories

usually took plazce in the State of lNew
York with &« terminal at Nisgara Fealls,

end on occasions to Chicago and Milwau-
kee. A4ilger must have travelled the Trans-
centinentel route for he is known to have
vicited Salt Leke City as lste as 1877.
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RANDOM THOUGHTE FROM ALGERLAND
by Mex Goldberg, Presicent

[ue tc illness, Stewsrt
McLeicsh, PF-231, hes askec
tc be relieved from his
duties &5 & member of the
Nomine ting Committee. I
have therefore &ppointed
Irene Gurmsn to replace
him. The Nominating Com-
mittee ic composed of Ralph
Gerdner, Irene Gurmsn, and
Roy Vendell. Pleace send
in to them the names of
your choice for President,
Vice President, Treasurer,
eanc Trustees, before the
convention. The time is
getting short.

Mex Goldberg

There has zlweys been some speculstion
about the mumber of books by Horestio
tlger, Jr., sold. It is doubtful thst et
this lete dete any relisble figures can
be errived £t. [/ number of yesrs ago,
Fverett T. Tomlinson, himself e writer
for bays, in an srticle that sppesred in
the June 1910 issue of a publication
culled "World'e Work" gives some stert-
ling but accurate figures which he
rleaned from the stockbooks of one of the
most successful end prominent publishing
firms, who were msking & specialty of
hooks &t low costs.

The firm ic not identified but from the
books &nd setsc mentioned it wes undoubt-
edly L.L. Burt. Tomlinson gives indivi-
dual figures for meny titles put out by
thic firm; the figures ere for the year
1909 but the part that interests us most
are his figures for the books of Horstio
tlger, Jr., cuote: "imong the booke for
boys the renid snd steady decline in the
scles of the once femous Henty booke wsas
counter-belanced by the esstounding fig-
ures of the /lger booke.

Seversl publishing houses sre now is-
suing there books but the seleg in 1909
by the firm which hzs given me the fig-
ures for its setockboock show epproximetely
s helf million copies of the totsl long
list of Llper's books for boys! The com-
bined sales of these books by £ll the
vorious houses that icsued them wes es-—

timeted &t more than one million copies
a yeer. Of course many of these are in
an extremely cheep form listed perhaps
at twenty-five cents a copy but the fig-
ureg sre steggering., Think of it — in
ten yesre a ssle of ten millions. What-
ever their elcers may think of the Alger
books there ie no question concerning
tiie opinion of the boys! These figures
et lezst do not lie." Unguote.

So much Mr. Tomlinson has to say. 1t
csn now be understood why Burt issued and
reigsued the Llger bocks in so many for-
mats and editions. The Alger books sold!
Mo question about that.

Re-reading some olc magazines about
Alger I came across the following: "In
the 6th floor of the Sun office in New
York City there has been fitted up sleep-
ing, reading snd lecture rooms for the
specigl benefit of the newgboys of New
York City." (Glesson's Pictoriel Com-—
panion... 1854)

Uncer the caption: Horatio hlger Cen't
Top This!, & newspeaper clipping states
the following: "Bobby Ward, a 20 year old
Wect Virginien in search of work, checked
in et the Placement Referrasl Office set
up by the Chamber of Commerce to provice
jobs for the herd core unemployed. Ward
ceught on as & truck driver with a new
firm celled - Movement Unlimited - rose
to $20,000 & yesr genersl mansger in seven
months enc has zcked the Referrel Office
to find him drivers for & projected ex-
pansion of the enterprice."

The following appesred in & Boston
newspsper: HOW T0 Bk £ HORAKTIO ALGER, by
Herbert Kenny in a book review of "hLere's
How by Vho's ¥ho." It was writlen by
Jesse Bell, guote: "In an age when youth
is badgered and bewilcdered, & statement
of some of the olc verities by & variety
of men who have risen to eminence has &
certein velue. Mr. Bell hes collected
the comments and edvice of 100 men who
have 'made it' one way or another. Al-
most £l1 of the contributors are netion-
#lly known figures from J. Edger Hoover
to Cenny Thomes. Some &re less known.
The line-up reads like a roster.. Coleman
kndrews, Roneld Reagan, Mec Rafferty,
Merk Hatfielc, Ecdie Rickenbacker,
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Richard Nixon, Jemeg Farley znd Orville
Fzubus. The council given the young is
solid gold, if on occesion framed in
phreses some will deem 'corn' but the
gamut. is so wide, many young men moving
through the book is going to find some
barb that will stick in his mind. George
Mesny of the AFL-CIO, urging more edu-
cation. Diplomat Ralph Bunche, urging
persistence. Gen. Lucius Clay, empha-
sizing smbition, and Author James
Michener, acknowledging thet he is con-
fused 'ag to what success is' but warning
the young that whatever their aims, they
must master besic skills. 'If you don't
have the brgic toole of your trede, you s
sre limited to second cless performance.'"™

Does anyone know who bought Frank
GCruber's flger collection? Did he get
hie »rice which wes #7,500. ? This in-
cluded the "only known copy of Timothy
Crump's Werd" letter sent to me & few
yeers ago. Also, "First offer tskes the
entire lot."

I often wonder what stories we would
have been told about the Alger fapily if
we were fortunete enough tc have met Migss
Mabel Parmenter of South Natick. Ralph
Gzrdner snc I missed meeting her, but
Vizyes, Millner and Dr. Enslin had the op-
nortunity. Che lived at 4 Merrill Rosd
off Pleesant Street, directly behind the
parsonzge where HRev. Horstio Alger, Sr.,
sovent 20 years &s Pastor of the First
Unitarian Church of South Natick. She
wos horn there Mey 29, 1869 snd died Nov.
11, 1960. Wses £ member of the Historicsal
Cociety, Desughters of the Revolution &nd
for 29 yeers Curetor of the Natick So-
ciety. In her youth che played with
filger's niece, fnn Lock fAlger Richardson
end slso gredusted High School with her.

che remembered the trips that Alger
used to meke to the parsonsge nearly
every summer and the hikes slong the
Cherles River thet he planned for the
young boys, and the crocuet games on the
flger lswn which continued on until dusk
in the summer evenings. ©Che was fond of
chowing the rocking cheir which 2lger
used in hig dormitory room st Harverd.
It can still be seen in the Historical
Cociety quarters. Her lettere from Frank
Millner are very interesting &nd informe-

tive. That Dr. Enslin thought highly of
her is indicated in & letter he wrote to
me in 1965 in which he states "Miss
Parmenter was a very reliable source of
informstion on many points in connection
with the Alger femily." It is through
persons like her that we learn much of
the intimate lives of prominent people
and therefore a great loss when we miss
them.

The next time some one asks you "Was
there & real Horatio Alger?" or "I
thought thet it wes a pen name," don't
show contempt or compassion at his ig-
norance even though it mey annoy you.
Perhaps he read it in the newspapers.
You don't believe it? Here is the con-
tents of & yellowed newspaper clipping:

"After many years it heas suddenly been
discovered that Horatio Alger Jr., was
only a pen name. The men who wrote all
the Alger stories was really Laurence
Stallings! This information has been
gethered by Herbert R. Mayes who is just
finishing & biography of Horatio Alger
Jr. Mr. Mayes wrote to about 200 suc-
cessful men, asking them whether they
read the works of Alger when they were
young, and whether Alger spurred them on
to their present success. From Laurence
Stzllings came this reply: Dear Mr.
Mayes: In response to your inquiry I wish
to state I wrote many books under the
name of Horatio Alger Jr. They helped me
considerably and now I hope they will
help you. (signed) Leurence Stallings."

Leslie Smith and John Odell are ex-
emples of a British Horatio Alger story.
Twenty-one years ago the two ex-service-
men pooled their demobilization pay of
¢1,440. and set up a die casting business
in North London. Today their company's
profit will reach 12 million. The firm
ie capitelized at 288 million &nd the
company's 12 cent per share rose to §5.40
and now to $16.35 per share. They turn
out 5 million miniature cers a year. The
metceh box models selling for 25¢ each.

Ve can't keep up with the collector's de-
mend. Ve are millions of models behind
end opening five new factories this year,
they report. The turning point was their
decision to produce an inch long model of
Lueen Elizsbeth's coromstion coach

' (continued on page 4)
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RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM ALGERLAND continued

selling for 354 each. Now they are turn-
ing out miniatures in everything on
wheels. They have 115 models. They have
comnetition in fmerican, Itslizn and
other comnznies but zre still lonking for
new markets. £Imszing whet en ides will
do.

Roy Wendell, PF-090, hss sent me o
newspaner clipping about the pzssing of &
Mr., William B. Gilman, President and Co-
Publisher of the Malden Evening News and
edford Daily Mercury (Mess.), on Xmes
norning. The editorial in bold print
states: "A great loss. His biogrsphy is
like an Horstio Alger story. He ceme out
of ooverty to make his merk in life."

He wes one of eight children. Gradusted
from Harvard in 1919, Wes a chemist at
the Converse Ruhber Compsny =nd attended
night classes at Suffolk Law School,
graduating in 1927. WVas legsl counsel on
nine corporations. Served on Mzlden's
Common Council. Wags elected to two terms
in the State Legislature. Eerved in WWI.
Wes active in meny frsternsl, veterans
and civil organizations. "Cne of the
kindest and generous of men." Whst an
evithet for = life well spent. Would
that the present generstion could emulate
such men!

In a world beset with violence &nc con-
fusion reminding us of Bernszrd Shaw's "We
are living in a large lunetic asylum,"
there mey be some comfort in this poem
from the Household Monthly, Msy 1859:

How sweet it is in peace to live,
Eech others failings to forgive,
Fach others burdens beer!

For love the darkest hour cen bless,
Spread around us beams of happiness,
ind drive away our cere.

B e g e S g S e N R S e

COMMEAORLTIVE ALGER ROTTLES ANYONE?

Wrs. Marths Lendis, PF-226 writes to
renew her plea for & show of individual
or group interest in a Commemorztiive
Alger Bottle Project. One yeer ago she
encouraged such a project and supported
it with & cesh deposit, which was re-
turned to her due to & lack of interest
st thet time. How zbhout now?

The NEWSBOY, the officiel orgen of the
Horatio Alger Society is published month-
1y except Januery end July, and is dis-
tributed free to Society members by our
Executive Secretary from 4907 allison
Drive, Lansing, Michigan 48910.

Each individual membership begins with
date of epplication. Junior membership,
¢2 annually; sadult membership, {5 annu-
ally, to be presented in advance with
membership application. Each member
recelves ¢« membership card, membership
roster, and ten issues of tne Newsboy.
Other incidentals are optionzl and avail-
sble upon request, subject to prevailing
prices. Convention City: Kalamezoo,
Michigan, July 8-1lth.

OFFICERS
Max Goldberg, President

Steve Press, Vice-President
Carl T. Hartmann, Executive Secretery

Lan Fuller, Treasurer
Kenneth B. Rutler, Director
Ralph D. Gardner, Director
Forrest Campbell, kditor

Please use membership roster for meil-
ing address of our members and officers.
S A OB R SEHOETE SO OO RS

BOOK MART

The listing of Alger books in
this department (space permitting)
is free to our members. Please
list title, publisher, condition,
and price. HKditor disguslified
due to first notice. First
editions underlined.

Oftered by Willard Thompson, PF-146,
835 S.W. 1l4th Avenue, Portland Oregon
97205.

Een's Nugget’ g1C Fair '15 2.50

Cansl Boy To President, 3.00
Errand Boy, The LLB 2.590
Fzme & Fortune, LKL Good  4.00
Mark The Match Boy, HTC 4.00
Regged Dick,  (4KL 2?2222 Fair 17.50
Ragged Dick, JCW 2.2

Try & Trust, (miniature Hurst) 1.50
Young Adventurer, The HTC 4.00

(HORATIO ALGER, or The American Hero Lra,
Weyside Press, Good  5.95)

MAY
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THE KALAM: Z00 OCCALSION (July 8 - 1lth)
Farly registrations of Partic'ler
Friends from five Statesg have been re-
ceived, with ten States yet to be heard
from. The early registrstions heve been
annreciated, 2nd it is now time for the
rest of you to make your plans known.
Rememher, welve designed this OCCASION
with you in mind! Especlally those of
vou who could not zttend nrevious con-
ventions becruse of school commitments.

The edvence (snd only) registration fee
is #1 per member, %1 per cspouse, and 1
per adult guest. tend regictretion fee
to> Forrest Cemnbell, Convention Cheirmen,
in csre of NEWEBOY at our Kalemszoo ad-
dress.

The registretion fee is rezsonsble, and
not refundesble, and hes been designed to
2ey only a portion of our convention ex-
nenses. Upon your esrrivel you will be
invited to make reservations for our
Thursday Fvening banguet @ £3.75 ger
plate, plus 19% to cover tax end tips, or
a totzl of #4.47.

The 11¥1/Z oosters of the illustration
on the front cover of the ipril Newsboy
will te aveileble @ 50¢ each. None will
be m2iled.

There will be & Special Convention is-
sue of the Newsboy listing the agenda of
convention events. None will be mailed.

Les Langlois will be in charge of games
and conteste. Les end Bertie are cur-
rently vacationing in the southwest but
will be on hend come July. It might be
well for you to review the klger titles
listed by Lengloie in the October & No-
vember 1968 icsues of Newsboy. The gemes
% contests arranged by Lenglois will be
znnounced later, but I assure you there
will be no idle moments between the main
events of the dsy.

Can you ride & pogo stick? We have one
resdy end waiting. There will be time-
trisls snd nerhz2s = prize for the best
enchirance record. Bring your movie cam-
ers equioment for this event. It should
be = riot with a scream in every scene.

i first £id crew will be on duty.

1969

£nd then we'll be prepared to entertain
you with the new game of Frisbee. Just
in case you are not familiar with the nzme
or the game, it's & device that looks like
& hub cap which you sail through the air.
Remember when you used to sail your
mother's pie tins across the back yard.
Vell, it's the same principle. It's fun
for all age groups. It's a game you
don't seem to tire of.

If you are aiming at & target, the Fris-
bee is difficult to control until you have
mastered the art to some degree. Sug-
sested rules are for a team of two players
at one goezl post to oppose another team of
two players at the opposite gosl post.

For goal posts I have purchased two hula
hoops. The object of the game is to sail
yvour Frisbee through the target which can
be held by the two players stationed at
opposite gosl posts.

Ve have practiced, and can assure you
that you will need practice too, if you
hope to score, and we feel safe in meking
a guarantee thet there will be no high
scores.

The Frisbee, about 11 inches in diameter,
and constructed of either plastic or
flexible rubber, can be obtained at your
neighborhood shopping center, or depart-
ment store. The plastic model which may
heve & tendency to split or crack with
herd usage, sells for a little over a
dollar. The other model sells for a
little over two dollars, but perhaps
worth the difference.

If you attempt to prectice in your back
yard, I suggest that you remove the bird
bath, and any other obstacle on the
course. For best.control keep your Fris-
bee on & low and level course. Goal
posts or players should not be more than
50 feet epart. If you try for greater
«istance by lofting your Frisbee, the
engle sllows & greater wind resistance
and your Frisbee will sail out of bounds
into your neighbor's yard, or his window.

We will provide two Frisbees and two
goal posts but I suggest you bring yours
along so that as many teams as possible
mey play at the same time. Best indivi-
dusl and team scores will be honored.

(continued on page 6)
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THE KALAMAZOO OCCASION (continued)

We urge you to be on hand for the Tues-
day FEvening performance. After we have
been officially welcomed to Kalemazoo by
our local Chember of Commerce, and the
Society Officers in attendance intro-
duced, an impromptu skit will be at-
tempted.

To prepere yourself for this skit I
sppegl to you 21l to read the story of
Julius, at least through chapter ten,
"A Bootblack's Speech."

But instead of the boys being escorted
to Wisconsin by Mr. O'Conner, they have
been escorted to Kalamazoo, hopefully to
be accepted by the peoole there in the
year 189 just a century ago.

The leed role will be played by Jack
Beles, PF-258, in presenting the boot-
bleck's speech, gnd supported by im-
nromntu resvonses from other members
oresent. The representative from the
Chzmber of Commerce will again welcome
the boys to the village of Kalamazoo.

PF-000 will play the pert of Mr.
D'Conner, and I zm hopeful that someone
will volunteer to plsy the opart of
Horztio Alger who sccompanied the boys
on thig trip. And it is glso hoped that
four of the boys will favor us with =
selection, fresh from the "Grand Duke's
Opera House" in New York City. Here-
after to be identified at future con-
ventions as "The Four Street-Boyes."

The local public will be invited, end
after the skit, we shall enter into a
question & answer period. If all goes
well, the performance will be repeated
on the following night.

Michigan remaings on Eastern Standard
Time which is the same as Central Day-
light Saving Time, so, if you approach
Michigan from the Fastern Time zone, be
sure to adjust your wetch accordingly.

July days in Michigan ere warm, but
the nights are cool, so, adjust your
wardrobe accordingly. The motel does
heve a pool, so, pack your swim-suit
and water-wings. 2 midnight snack shop
is within walking distance.

KALAMAZOO AND HORATIO ALGER IN 1928
by Jack Bales, PF-258

A lot of Llger reasaers probably read
other juvenile books of the late nine-
teenth and early twentieth centuries,
then just ones by Alger himself. Some of
the authors of these books are Harry
Castlemon, Oliver Optic (William T.
idams), and Victor Appleton. £Lnother one
is Leo Euwards, author of the popular
Jerry Todd and Poppy Ott series that were
published in the 1920's and 30's. Leo
Edwards, whose real neme was Edward kEcson
Lee, wrote many titles of the above
series, &nd in one gave & boost to
Horutio Llger.

In Chapter X1, puge 127-128 of Poppy
Ott end the Freckled Goldfish, published
in 1928 (Grosset & Dunlap), Poppy is
showing some furniture to & woman visitor
who asks, "What have you upstairs?"

"Some very rere old Kalamazoo bedsteads,
Mrs. Ringbow," the guide beamed with
pride. "One of them in particular, asso-
ci:ted with the aeath of that great
author of juvenile classics, Horatio
hlger, Jr., hos a very interesting—-"

Qur editor, Forrest Campbell, is a
student of easrly Kelamazoo history, and
neppens to have some early city direct-
ories. He examined one of them that wzs
dated 1876, but it contained no listing
of anyone that sold* (sic) bedsteads.

Of course the mention of this in the
Edwards book was fiction, but as Mr.
Campbell put it, "kho knows what the
euthor really knew about the subjecti™

Kalamazoo and Horatio Alger in 1928,
I wonder if Leo Egwards was thinking of
a certain day snd a certain city in
Michigan, in November, 1961.
R L e T
(E.N. #No manufacturer of bedsteads, of
either wood or iron, was listed, but we
did manufacture iron pumps, stoves &and
wildmills; and wooden clothes pins, wash-
boerds and coffins. Now we specialize in
pills, puper and pulaver! Jack Bales,
the hope of our Society's future, will
enroll st Illinois College (Jacksonville)
next fell, and in & few month's time,
huss collected 48 Alger titles.)
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INGREDIENTS OF AN ALGER STORY

Some critics of the flger Success stor-
ies go to great lengths to discredit and
dizseourzge the tlger theory in reducing
it to 2 formuls using an algebraic equa-
tion and an unknown cusntity, which in
their opinion is pure unzdulterated luck.

Most anyone will concede that if you
depend upon luck, you zre teking & gamble
end 1 agree, however, since the Alger he
heroes always schieved their goal, their
philosophy could not have been based upon
luck zlone but something else. Something
naot zlways easy to identify. Perhaps an
sutstending virtue in each of the indivi-
dual heroes.

Mr. Llger couldn't have written his
success stories from his own personal ex-
periences, for he had not yet achieved
success in any form when he became famous
for the story of Ragged Dick which
touched the hearts of the nation. He
could not have written from experience,
using the so-called "Rags to Riches" for-
mulz, for he was neither borm in poverty,
or of wealthy parentage.

Horatio was urged to follow in his
father's foot-steps, and so he prepared
for the ministry, but the young minister
found it difficult to sound convincing
when Hreaching to his elders, so, what
could be more nstursl than to direct his
ministry to an zge group younger then
himself.

Fresh from his boyhood home, znd aware
»f his own personzl oroblems, and of his
schoolmetes, his style of ministry
chenged from the puloit to the pen. And
guided by his theologocsl training he de-
veloped & theory which should prove to be
asttractive to young readers. It is true
that he preasched, practiced and believed
in Divine Providence, but such fzith wes
based upon many virtuous qualifications.

The first ingredient must be = boy,
ome 1in the sume sge group of the boys he
hoved to sttract with his message. He
must name the boy. /An slliterstive name
is heloful but not always necessary. Lt
lenst one varent is necessary; usually &
mother, and sometimes &n overbearing

”»

step-father is added to bring our hero's
problem into sharper focus. It can also
be portrzyed in the village squire who is
about to forclose on the mortgage, but
our hero must have a burden to bear. In
the case of one of alger's early juvenile
stories, Paul Prescott's Charge, his bur-
den was to clear his father's nzme of a
chsrge of dishonesty over an unpaid debt
of five hundred dollars.

Tith the proverbial three strikes on
our hero it becomes & challenge to win-
out agsinst overpowering odds. Can he do
it? The young reader has similar prob-
lems of his own, and this is what he
wents to know. Just how does the hero
accomplish his gosal?

Then a bully must be added to the plot
to make it more difficult for the hero.
And often the bully is also a rival in
scholastic sports and prefers to chal-
lenge the hero for the highest honors.
Invariably the rival comes out second-

best, and influences his father to add

some discomfort to the hero.

Fortunately for our heroes, they al-
woys hed kind, loving and understanding
mothers, who usually became widows as
the story opens. If my readers think
they see a parasllel here with Horatio's
own home life, they are mistaken; for
his mother was the first to go. O0ddly
emough, the statistics recorded on the
family monument show these figures for
her: B. 9-5-1807. D. 9-5-1878.

And our hero is uselly forced to
leave home to seek his fortune. If he
hed any worldly possessions when he left
home he wus dispossessed of them be-
fore long. &nd sgein, if my resders
cee & parellel here with certain fre-
ternsl orgenizations, I cannot dispute
your cleim, for Horatio's father's
grave is merkec with & freternsl emblem.

P pick-pocket or a confidence men is
usuelly standerd procedure end en im-
portent ingredient to guide our hero in
being ceutious when emong strengers.

£ child, or an sged person in dis-—
trese isg also en importeant irgredient,
end ocne whom our hero must never
(continued on page &)
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INCRELIENTE OF #N +LGEE STORY (continued)

feil to essist. To illustrete such situ-
ations Alger usuelly uses s runswey horse
end carrisge, or £ drowning person. The
alger critic will be quick to point out
thet such eitustions were conveniently
written into the script for the sske of
the rewsrd, thus szving our hero from the
poor house. They overlook the possgi-
bility of its intention #s &n object les-
son of the menly thing to do.

Even when our hero receives & monetsry
reverd, or just henpens to find & lerge
sum of money, the incident wss not re-
corded to ease his herdships but to sug-
gest a proper sclution. You mey recall
thet Rufus, in the story Rough & Heady
(see also reference on psge one), found
e wellet containing three hundred dol-
lerg. Weas he tempted? Not in the leest,
for Fufus hed one of the virtues of the
hero caliber, honecsty. Even thcugh the
rightful owner was never found, Rufus weas
never destitute enough to feel the need
of it

In meny cases our heroes have hed to
put off completion of their educetion for
one reason or enother and spend their
idle moments in study, end often zesist e
young friend less fortunate then them-
selves. And so & week character must be
introduced into the script; wesk in edu-
cation, finunces or health. Purely en
object lesson to show the compassion of
our hero.

On rare occasions the dude from back
home meets our hero on the streets of
the city. If our hero does not show out-
ward signs of prosperity, he is recog-
nized with scorn end ridicule, designed
to irritate and tex his temper, but our
hero with the outstanding virtue of self
control, recsponds respectfully and in &
gentlemenly feshion, forcing the dude to
sccuse him of putting on eirs.

If our hero in such instsnces hage had
some degree of prosperity, he further
mystifies the dude by inviting him to
lunch et the Fifth Avenue Hotel, end then
escorting him to Centrel Park. The dude
then, end only then, is willing to sccept
him es en ecuel, end 2cks to borrow $10.

" £n episode of city life is important to
the young reeder too, so thet ihe country
boy mey learn first hand the problems of
the boye who are forcec to meke & living
on the streets cf the city, such as the
art of working and living together.

The street-boys, & product of the mid-
19th century, had & choice of semi-con-
finement in institutions, or survive on
the streets, offering their meager ser-
vices in exchange for the few pennieg
necesssry for food end ghelter. And to
make metters worse there was much competi-
tion in the street-boy trades.

tlger in chroncling the adventures and
experiences of the street-boys made it
cleer tc the country boy, the problems
of competition he would experlence should
he decide to seek his fortune in the city.

~ The klger critics will cleaim thet Alger

encouraged grest messes of boys to come
te the city. It is my conviction that he
discouraged them by revealing the meny
herdchips, end writing of the desires of
the city boys to seek their fortune in
the West.

The city boys, forced tc eke out an
exigtence on the city streets, had but
few principles, survival st any cost
being of utmost importence, but perhaps
the most outstanding of their virtues was
independence. They did not prefer to
submit to the regimentetion of institu-
tions. But alweys henging over their
heads &s & warning was the drezced regl-
mentetion of Blackwell's Island.

The art of living together in such
places as the Newsboys'! lodge was an
occasional comfort as well ss & luxury
in bad weather but there were certain
restrictions enforced while they were
overnight guests.

In the art of working together, compe-
tition between the shiftless and other-
wige unprincipled street-boy and the
country-bred boy often caused rivalry
when their employer wss forced to meke
a decision between them.

And so I rest my case. If the critics
prefer togemble, I'll steke my chances
on the flger hero every time! (PF-C0OQ)



