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Ttheye's wo two ways Abouvt <7/

There is only one
logical spproech to
your motel. Leave
I-94 at Exit #76,
which 1s Westnedge
Avenue. From the
east you meke & sim-
ple right hend turn,
end from the west
make & right hand
clover leef turn
under I-94. You &re
now traveling north.
Begin to clock your
mileege 0.0 &s you

lesve this bridge. g
¢
It 1s only & short >
N +~
3.5 miles to your AN
motel. The simpli- N

fied mep in the cen-
ter shoulc guide you.
For the first two
miles 2.0 you will
be passing through
our suburbsn restsu-

1

rent & shopping area.
At 0.5 you will pess
under the first sig-
nsl light. At 1.2
vou will pess under

e pecestrien bridge
gimiler to the Brosd-
way "Loew" bricge of 188, #nd on your
left is our Country Ctore & Novelty thop
which you will went to visit lster. At
1.6 you will pess under the second sig-
nal light, end at 1.8 you should be &s-
cending & hill. /t the top (2.1) you

will pass under the
3rd signal light,

end at 2.2 you will
beer right down grade
on & one way street.
2t 2.4 you will have
& splendid view of
our downtown skyline.
The left cluster is
our bank and office
buildings, snd the
right cluster is our
Upjohn Office Bldg.,
end our Bronson Hosp.

St Rae -

4LA

Lt 2.6 on the left
you will see your
motel sign. At 2.8
there 1s & double
intersection, each
with a signal light.
Turn right here at
the 2nd signal light.
You are now on Cross-
town. There is &
signal light et 2.0
and another at 3.1
ena from here you can
see your motel desti-
netion which is at >.3.

pllow a 0.1 of a
mile or & fraction
thereof for & margin of error. Go slow
down grece at 2.4 and see our view. If
you wish to retrsce thig route leter,
remember, Park Street is one way north,
dewn grade, enc Vestnecge is one way
south, up grade. (PF-000)
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RANI'OM THOUGHTS FROM ALGERLAND
by Mex Goldberg, President

¢c Presicdent, I thought it
woulé best be served by
using it for Alger writings

I have alwaye believed with
Mergarett Fuller, "If you
heve knowledge, let others
light their candles et it."

I will start with "How I
Ceme To Write John Maynard"
by Horetio Alger, Jr. —--=

The Ballad of John May-
Mzx Goldberg nard hess been included in
so many 'Speskers' and col-
lections thst T mey perheps be justified
in sssuming thet it is known to the mu-
jority of my resders. Many inguiries
have been edcdressed to me end to the edi-
tors of periodicels &s to whether it is
founded on fects or simply invented like
Robert Rrowning's fsmous lyric, How The
Good News Was Brought From Ghent To Aix.

To recell the ballad to some who may
not be familisr with it:

'"Twes on Leke Frie's broad expeanse,
One bright midsummer day,

The pellant steamer Ccean Queen
Eweot nroudly on her wey.

Rright faces clustered on the deck,
Nr, lezning o'er the sice,

Watched czrelecely the festhery foam
That flecked the rippling tide.

Suddenly & sailor discovers that the
cteemer is on fire. He cerries the ter-
rible news to the captein. A seilor
nsmed John Msynsrd is at the wheel. [s

the flemes meke repicd progresg it is seen

thet the only hope of sefety is to steer
the ship to land. Under the ceptein's
orders John Maynerd undertekes the can-
gerous tssk. They sre within helf mile
of the shore. Briefly, he succeede in
his tesk but &s the stesmer touches shore
he sinke in desth beside it. He fells &
victim to the flesmes but the pessengers
are saved. It will be seen thet the
story ig & striking one.

This being my lest column

end /lger information items.

NEWSBOY

--One Sundey in the summer of 1866, my
first yesr in New York, I attended an
afternoon service at the Five Points
Mission. It was a children's service,
end £ few speakers were present to ad-
dress the children of the mission. One
spesker tolc the story of John Maynard,
though I cannot remember in what con-
nection. It was told in & dramatic way,
and I wes so much impressed that after
the service wes over I inquired of him
where I could find the particulars of
the incicent. He referred me to a
weekly religious paper of recent date in
the reading room of the Young Men's
Christisn Associetion. The next day I
went to the reading room, found the story
ana copied it. I learned that it had
been used by John B. Gough in one of his
popular lectures. That evening in my
room in St. Mark's Place, I sat down im-
mediately after supper and set myself to
turning the prose into verse. I adhered
8s strickly as possible to the language
used, including the captein's orders, and
didé not stop writing till the ballad wes
complete.

The evening was very hot and I was for-
ced to lsy aside my cost vest and collar,
but I beceme so much interested that 1
could not make up my mind to retire till
the poem of nearly 100 lines was finished.
The next day I sent it to & juvenile maga-
zine published in Boston. It appeared in
&n early number accompanied by an illus-
tretion. I think I wes peid the munifi-

. cent sum of §3 for the bslled. I mever

expected to hear from it again, but soon
it began to be copied and found its way
into the repertory of public readers.

Every year it got into some new col-
lection. I think I have seen it at least
& dozen times. One student at a Catholic
college received & prize of &ll of Scott's
works for declsiming it &t an exhibition.
Bith sll these evidences of public favor,
I can give no further information of John
Maynard than is to be found in the belled.
Probably the only man who could have given
any more was John B. Gough, and I have al-
weys been sorry that during his life I did
not apply to him for such deteils as he
could give. I believe John Maynerd to
have been a real character, but who he was,
where he wes born and when he performed
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the heroic act which has made his nsme so
wicely known I am efreid will never be
ascertained. (from The Writer, pgs 182-
83)

The five Points Mission district wes
notoriocus for crime, vice and poverty.
When Dickens visited there he was es-
corted by two heads of the police. "The
Five Points is one of the oldest portiomns
of New York and received its name from
the five streets which open into & large
square. Lower than to the Five Points,
it is not possible for human nature to
sink." Thege comments from the book,
The 01d Brewery And The Mission House At
Five Points. (1859)

FROM LEADING BUSINESS MEN OF NATICK -1890

C.W. Burks, furniture dealer, auction-
eer and undertaker, 10 South St. Natick.
The business, somewhat complex in char-
acter, is carried on by Burks. Here will
be found commodious quarters where are
displayed an assortment of new and second
hand furniture, sewlng machines, stoves,
carpets, bedding, etc. in sufficient var-
iety. Burks quotes prices as low as is
consistent for honest goods. He«is a
public auctioneer and will attend to this
line of business on sé@tisfactory terms.
The undertaking branch of the business is
an importent one, for a good line of cas-
kets, robes and sundry items are kept in
stock, and the services of Burks, himself,
as funersl director when desired. He has
over 12 years experience, having sunc-
ceeded A.W, Burks in 1877 in the business
which is located but a few steps from the
depot. Frank Millner states that Burks
buried Alger Jr.

In a letter to a Mrs. Williams in 1942,
Millner writes, "I have a letter written
by Alger to Arthur Burks who used to go
around with young Horatio. Last summer I
met him and he gave me a silver Waltham
watch which was given to him by Alger
about 40 years ago. It will not run now.
Burks has en illustrated first edition of
Uncle Tom's Cabin which was given him by
Alger as a wedding present in 1895, but
he won't give it up as he greatly prizes
it. Arthur Burks was a pall bearer at
Alger's funeral. One of the characters
in the story of Chester Rand (chap. 16)

is Arthur Burks. These items are mot
found in any Alger books. They are a few
nuggets gleaned while compil¥ng material
for a blography of Frank Millner. From
another Millner letter dated 1958: "Dr.
Enslin end I have corresponded for about
5 years.. He has a first edition of
Ragged Dick and meny others. Amnother
friend of mine 1s Frank Gruber who has a
wonderful collection of Alger books. He
bought half of mine and I must say he
paid a handsome price for them, being
mostly first editions. I haven't heard
from him since 1954."

An old newspaper clipping with no iden-
tification or date but containing photo
reproductions of Frank Lane Millner, was
sent to me. Here are some excerpts:

"One collector of Algerana is Frank
Lane Millner. He might even be the hero
of one of the books he collects. A typi-
cal Horatio Alger boy is Mr. Millmer. Per-
haps there was no struggle for fame and
fortune in his youth, perhaps mo city to
conquer in young menhood, but Millner's
life parallels that of an Alger hero in
his search, not for jewels or a fortune,
but for books. He collects first editioms
of Alger. His collection of Algerana is
fast becoming worth a fortune. Alger of-
ten used boys he knew as the heroes of his
stories. He could have written about
Frank Millner, his life, his hobby and how
in the end he miraculously, mysteriously
acquired a fortune without finding jewels,
selling stocks or marrying the banker's
daughter. He might have called it,
Frank's Folly."

It might be of interest to know that the
photo of Alger, Cheney his brother-in-law,
and Schick in the Ralph D. Gerdner book
originaelly belonged to Arthur Burks. He
gave it to Millner, and he in turn pre-
sented it to the Natick Historical Society.
Millner spent 13 years in obtaining a his-
tory of the family of Horatio Alger Jr.
Searching out relatives and distant kin
folks. He has records of birth and mar-
riages, plus correspondence and photos of
the Alger family. A newspaper report
states that "the material could probably
never be gathered again in such an authen-
tic, chromlogical menner.”

(continued on page 4)
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The NEWSBOY, the officiel organ of the
Horetio Alger Society is published month-
ly except Jenuery and July, end is dis-
tributed free to Society members by our
Executive Fecretery from 4907 Allison
Drive, Lansing, Michigasn 48910.

Fach individusl membership begins with
date of application. Junior membership,
%3 snnually; sdult membership, #5 ennu-
ally, to be presented in sdvance with
membership &spplicetion. Each member
receives & membership card, membership
roster, and ten issues of the Newsboy.
Nther incidentels are optionsl end avail-
ahle upon request, subject to prevailing
prices. Convention City: Ksalemezoo,
Michigan, July 8-11th.

OFFICERS
Max Goldberg, President

Steve Press, Vice-President
Cerl T. Hartmenn, Executive Secretary

Pen Fuller, Treasurer
Kenneth B. Butler, Director
Relph D. Gardner, Director
Forrest Campbell, Editor

Please use membership roster for mail-
ing sddress of our members snd officers.
FHEEEEHEEHEE0EEEEHHEEHNHHBREHBERRAREHNHE0:

CHENGE OF ADDRESE
PF-024 Mr. Gilbert K. Westgard, II

92 N. 9th. Fest
Provo, Uteh 84601

.

APPEAL FOR FIRST ELITION COPY OF RAGGED
DICK

This unususl, but interesting asppesl
comes from our newegt member, Cherles
Bragin, 1525 West 12th Street, Brooklyn,
New York 11204. He ies 8l years old. His
neme ie femilisr to mest e€ll people in
the book collecting field.

Charles wents to buy, or borrow if not
for sale, & first edition copy of Ragged
Iick so that he can heve some exesct re-
nroduction copies made. This it not s
nrofit meking scheme, he says, but wants
to give them to his friends. His request

ie not imposscible; some heve been offered.

NEW MEMBERS REPORTED

PF-263 M.M. Davison
14 Boxwood Road,

Stamford, Connecticut 06906
s e

TR-000

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS

Unfortunately we have no information on
PF-263, resulting in a lack of knowledge
on age, sex and area of interest im Alger.
Our publication is on file in certain
libraries and colleges which may be the
source of information in this case.

RANDOM THOUGHTS FROM ALGERLAND continued:

Frank Millner is credited in Relph Gard-
ner's book, and Frank Gruber's book as &
source of informetion on the 1life of Horatio
Alger Jr. I hed intended to put in my col-
umn one of Alger's short stories, A Visit
To The Falls Of Montmorenci, (Marlboro
Mirror 180) but it would have occupied
helf the Newsboy issue. I felt the members
would get more information about Alger
from excerpts of my Millner biography.

The Executive-Secretary has failed to
report that I resigned as Chairmen of our
Annmual Alger Memorial Services last March.
As my term of office as President expires
and I return to a private station, I feel
like General Washington saying farewell to
his soldiers. We have been, it seems so
long & time together, engaging in corres-
pondence, like old friends. Therefore the
parting seems more reluctant. An old song
expresses my sentiments: "I like to say,
'How do you do', but gee, I hate to say
good-bye." The bible states that to all
things an end must come. So, I return the
gavel with its pleasant memories. I want
to thank the members for the honor they
have bestowed upon me and I hope I heave
justified their confidence. I regret that
due to reasons of health I shall not be
able to attend the Kalamezoo convention,
but I shall be there in spirit urging the
members to, "Carry on lads!"
HHEHOEBEHEL SR SHSHEHBEEHEEEHEEREERERERE0E
E.N. The Goldbergs will observe thelr 25th
Anniversary on June 20th. Mr. Goldberg
volunteered to serve as our President. He
will be missed but not forgottenm, in his
role of President & Chairmen of the Memorial.

JUNE
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THE KALAMAZOO OCCASION (JULY 8-11th)

The finsnciel succegs of our 5th Annuel
Convention was besed upon whet was
thought to be & recconeble advence regis-
tration fee from members representing 15
Stetes, to cover a portion of the conven-
tion expense. The belance of the conven-
tion expense to be underwritten by your
hoets, the Campbells (PF-000) &nd the
Friedmens (PF-001).

Only seven States have responded. If
our deficit spending is not bslenced out,
your hosts will pick up the teb, &nd not
your Society. Even with & finsnciel loss
and & drop in State representetion stten-
dsnce, we can still have & successful
convention business-wise and socizlly.

Beginning Tuesdsy, upon your &arrivel,
plesse register in at our headquarters
room to announce your Thursday banguet
intentions. You will receive your cre-
dentiels snd & copy of your special News-
boy edition which will include &n out-
line mep of the aree, convention egende,
and ¢ list of restsurants snd book
dealers.

Tuesday Evening: Dining together if pos-
sible, in motel dining room; f£lger Free
Forum in our meeting room; Room visita-
tions and book sales when invited.

The Bootbleck's Speech will be given
by Jeck Bales, PF-258 on Tuesday Evening,
and again on VWednesdey Evening by public
demsnd. Jeck, desiring to experience the
life of en flger hero in every wey possi-
ble, will travel to convention by trsin,
et which time he shell be slert for pick-
pockets, end trein boys who are trying to
meke a living one wey or another. Jsack
will sttend Illinois College in the fell,
snd heppily snnounces thet he is one of
the recipients for & $1200 Illinois grant
ennuelly to be applied toward tuition!

Jeck has teken over the directing of
the impromptu speeches which will sccom-
parny the Bootbleck's Epeech, gnd hopes to
enlist your aid.

Carl Hartmenn may &tliempt to form a
qusrtet smong the members which will be
identified ss the Four Etreet-hoye.

1969

Two of the Hartmenn boys will do their
"thing" by being dressed as a bootblsck .
and & newsboy. »

VWednesdey Morning Business Session at
9 A.M. In the absence of our President
and Vice-President, our Executive Secre-
tery will preside. Agende: Greetings,
Reports of Committees, Convention City
invitetions, propossls, and the naming
of committees which will be expected to
report at & later time.

Wednesdey Afternoon: Ladies Luncheon
at the Friedmen home, and visitation of
bookshops in the erea. Games & contests
in the late afterncon.

Vednesday Evening: Second performance
for benefit of new srrivels end the pub-
lic. Room visitation for book sales upon
invitation. Committee meetings.

Thursday Morning Business Session at
9 A.M. Report of Committees; Election of
Officers; Selection of convention city;
old business; new business; adjournment.

Thursday Afternoon: Visitetion of bal-

" ence of bookshops in the ares; games &

contests in the lste sfternoon.

Thursday Evening: Anmuel banquet in
our meeting room; total price including
tex & tips, $4.47; Instellstion ceremony;
ennouncement of Award winners.

Friday Morning: Farewell breskfast in
motel dining room.

General Informetion: Unlike other offi-
cers, your editor does not continue to.
serve indefinitely until replaced by ap-
pointment or election. Having given no-
tice in February, his seven year term ex-
pires with this issue of Newsboy.

The challenge of cresting a publication
for & select group such es ours has been
tremendous. The goal of the publication
while on & subscription basis, that of
having subscribers in all fifty states,
wes never reeched, snd so there remeins
& chellenge for the new editor. And re-
member, The Kslamezoo Occasion was de-
signed with you in mind! We need your
support. (PF-000) (616-349-4155)



6 NEWSBOY

AS WE GO TO PRESS, THE SECRETARY REPORTS

--—-~that the Nominsting Committee has not
yvet reported 2 candidete for the office
of President. It is customary that our
Vice-President should be entitled to the
nomination if the office of the Presiden-
cy is vaceted for any reason.

If the Vice-President does not accept
the nomination, and no one is named by
the Nominsting Committee, nominztions
may be made from the floor of the annual
convention assembled for that purpose.

----that our Vice-President, Steve Press,
has completed another successful year
teaching Alger to his students in the
Bronx Public Schools. Much of his suc-
cess this year was due to the gift of a
large number of paper-back editions of
the Alger story, The Train Boy, from
David Buttorff, PF-239, who is the pro-
prietor of his own publishing business
of the ssme name.

Steve end his wife, Alice will be va-
cating their New York City residence very
soon now. Steve has accepted a teaching
assigmment at Williamsport College, in
Williamsport, Pennsylvania with the as-
sigmment beginning in September. Steve
says, "Teaching in & college will give me
more of an opportunity to pursue my in-
terests in theatre. I will be directing
the drema productions at the college and
helping them to form a Dramsa Department."

—---—that an actual Alger commemorative
bottle will be on display at our Kalama-
zoo Occasion. Carl, our Executive Secre-
tary, has teken the initiative to person-
ally finence the preliminary expense of a
mold and whatever else is necessary. The
Alger bottle will be ceramic and will
have the appearance of en Alger book and
one side will feature Alger's likeness.

£11 that ic needed is convention ap-
proval for Cerl to proceed on & personal
pro ject basis.

---~that a membership application hes
been received and accepted, however, too
lete to be reported in the proper Newsboy
department this month, so the member's
name will be officially reported in the

next issue of Newsboy. This new member
hes proposed that we hold our 1970 An-
nual Convention in Revere, Mass., the
birth place of Horatio Alger, Jr.

One of the organizations this new mem-—
ber is affiliated with has teken the
initiative to place an historical marker
in front of the house at 88 Beach Street,
in Revere, where Horatio was borm, Jamu-
ary 13, 1832.

It has been our custom to select con-
vention cities from bomafide invitations
of members who are residents of the aresa,
and who are willing to accept the res-
ponsibilities as the general chairman.

———-that the chairmen of the following
committees are expected to present in
person, or submit in writing, reports of
their committees:

RAGGED DICK AWARD, Chairman, Forrest
Campbell (Award discontinued)

STRIVE & SUCCEED AWARD, Committee not
named or functioning.
NEWSBOY AWARD, Chairman, Paul House.

LUCK & PLUCK AWARD, Chairman, Kenneth
E. Butler.

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE, Chairman, Ralph
D. Gardner.

—-——=that the office of the Editor is an
appointive office filled by the President,
on &n anmual basis.

Normally, the Editor has been re-ap-
pointed each year, and the selection of
an Editor has been no problem. At this
convention the office of Editor will be
open for a new appointment, and does pose
a problem for the newly elected Presi-
dent.

It seems imperative that we take a new
look at our policy of selecting an edi-
tor, and amend our By-Laws if necessary.

Since our publication is of great im-
portance to our wide-spread membership,
perhaps we should have a Publication Com-
mittee empowered to act in emergencies.

(PF-000)
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HORATIO ALGER A PHILOSOPHER ?

In 1962 Professor Rychard Fink wrote
an introduction for & series of paper-
back editions of Horatio Alger stories
for the Crowell-Collier Publishing Co.
He chose for a title of his introductory
remerks, Horatio Alger as a Social Philo-
sopher, and the result of his research
work was prepared from the Herbert R.
Mayes interpretation and imege of our
hero, entitled Alger: A Biography With-
out & Hero, (1928)

And on our officlal Society letter-head
we announce the purpose of our organiza-
tion beginning with these words: "To fur-
ther the philosophy of Horatio Alger Jr."
etc. The creed, designed by Founder,
Kenneth R. Butler, is 2 great one. One
to live by, and one to promote in pre-
serving the imege of our hero.

There 1s something strange in the way
we as individuals can chart and steer our
course to a common goal of mutual admira-
tion. We have many ways in expressing
our individual interest end individusl
routes to & common gosl. Admiration
through ownership of fine volumes, which
you might compare with our moderm toll
roads. Then there is the back roads ap-
proach where you can stop and drink in
the beauty of historical fact, a way of
life, style and idesls, and of course the
commercial spproach in which we hope to
supplement our income. From the combine-
tion of these individusl approaches the
Soclety emerges as a composite; a sort of
caravan, and 8 traveling companion with
whom to share our individual interest.

Just recently we have had en inquiry
from Clessic Guidelines of Milwaukee for
some representative philosophical remarks
of Horatio Alger to be added to their
line of merchandise offered to the public
at large. My personal reaction was,
Horatio Alger & philosopher?

In my reply to this imquiry T remarked,
"Herdly enyone thinks of Horatio Alger
Jr. as e philosopher, yet meny people are
aware of his principles." I could be far
from right in this assumption, yet it was
my individual assessment. This may be
true or false, depending upon the indivi-

duel viewpoint. Since interest has been
shown in his philosophy, principles or
advice, call it what you may, it points
up our need to pursue this phase of our
research reading. In addition to our re-
search for historical fact and ,;fhe cata-
loging of other data, we should also
search for his philosophical remarks.

When this inguiry suggested a new phase
of research to me, I had been readimg the
story of Rough & Ready, and I recalled
reading some remerks which might qualify.
Hastily, and without the benefit of any
previous cetaloging, I reviewed what 1
had just read and found two gems which I
immediately sent in to the Milwaukee firm.
They were acknowledged and accepted, and
samples of their product will be on dis-
play at our Kalamszoo Occasion.

These philosophical remarks can be in
the form of a complete departure from the
dislogue of the story where he inserts a
paragraph of advise to his boy readers,
or it may be in the form of putting philo-
sophical remarks in the mouths of the
heroes he creatss.

Armed with this bit of self-taught aid,

. and with a feeling that the story of

Regged Dick should be rich with philoso-
phical advice, I began the story for the
nth time with a notebook and pencil at my
side.

Almost immediately I was rewarded with
a timely gem which can be found in the
opening chapter.

"No boy of fourteen can smoke
without being affected injur-
iously. Men are frequently

injured by smoking, and boys
always.....Horatio Alger Jr."

This bit of advice was good when it was
written, and is still worth repeating
today. The gems I found in the story of
Regged Dick were worthy of the research
work that I did in this specific field.
Since some’ of the gems are a combination
of historical fact and timely advice,
they cannot well be taken out of context
and still be made suitable for amy future
references. I admonish you to research,
catalog and report your findings. (PF-000)
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MTHAT WONDERFUL WORLD OF HORATIO ALGER"

AN ALGER TEST

¥hat was the number of
Regged Dick's bank book?

Whet is the name of the
famous man pictured here?
He was well known eround
City Hell Psrk end Printing
House Equsre. The street
boys often mentioned him.

What Alger character in
the story of Ragged Dick
came from the Five Points?

The Five Pointg refer to ome of the
slum areas near City Hsll Park in the
deys of Horatio Alger. The Five Points
is just & few blocks in & north-easterly
direction from City Hell Park. Its neme
mes established because three ctreets,
Baxter, Worth and Park converge here,
forming five points of & star, plus a
gmall park area, hence the name of one
of the streets which is not be be con-
fused with Perk Row, a famous thorough-
fare.

The Five
Points was once
on the edge of
Little Collect ;
which was & partg
of a much lsrger
fresh water pond
and used for
drinking wzter,
however, the
water became un-
fit for human
consumption and
the oond wss ev-
entually filled
in, draining it

into the cansl. The Five
Points was also just two blocks
west of Chatham Square, which
is the junction of The Bowery
with Park Row.

The Five Points area pictured
here, about 180, was after the
slum area had been clesred by
the city, the welfare depart-
ment and the aid societies, and
replaced with better housing,
missions, and places of indus-
try for its destitute people.

Despite attempts to aid the
people, many preferred to remain on the
welfare rolls, and so poverty, vice and
crime continued to exigt. The children,
uncontrolled and uncared for were per-
mitted to roem the streets, to forage and
shift for themselves. Some became wards
of the court and placed in the missions,
while others escaped the clutches of the
law end resorted to stealing or begging
in order to survive. Horatio Alger be-
came thoroughly familiar with the area.

Any street
vagabond or
urchin identi-
fied with the
Five Points was
promptly labeled
dishonest, un-
relizble, shift-
less, and a trou-
, ble maker, &and
would eventusally
spend some time
on Blackwell's
Island. This was
the comtrast to
an Alger hero.

(PF-000)



