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ALGER MEMORIAL HELD AT NATICK 

Pa~t Phe~ident Max Goldbehg, 
who initiated the annual ob~eh­ 
vanee in 1964, wa~ ho~t to oveh 
thihty peh~on~ at the eight ann­ 
ual Memohial to Hohatio Algeh Jh. 

Following the ~ehviee a ~hoht 
hi~tohieal tau~ guided by Max, 
&allowed by a get-togetheh at the 
Goldbehg home. Ida Goldbehg wa~ 
the peh6eet ho~te~~ and made 
ev en qo ne. 6eel at home. 

PLEA FROM THE HISTORIAN 

RESULTS GRATIFYING 

by Jack Bales PF-258 

The cooperation of H.A.S. 
members is very much appre­ 
ciated in obtaining material 
for the Society scrapbook. 
If everybody helps the books 
will really look nice, so -­ 
please, whatever you have - 
send. All photos should be 
labeled on the back with the 
event and the date. All the 
items are handled with utmost 
care. 
Material may be sent to the 
Society or direct to me. 

Thank you ! 
HORA TIO ALG BR SOCIETY 

--··--··--- __. 

(;fie 

BOY'S HOME 
WEEKLY 

On May 17th, 1911, the Arthur West­ 
brook Company, Cleveland, Ohio started 
publishing in THE BOY'S HOME WEEKLY for 
5¢ per copy, 12 Alger stories. No. 1 was 
DRIVEN FROM HOME, No. 12 HECTOR'S INHERI­ 
TANCE. If you have more information on 
this series drop a line to the Editor. 
(The above copy from the collection of 
Forrest Campbell.) 
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Dream and flamed hero ideals in 
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The NEWSBOY, the off i c i a I 
organ of the Horatio Alger 
Society is published monthly 
except January and July, and is 
distributed free to Society 
members. Membership fee for any 
twelve month period is $5.00. 

NEWSBOY recognizes Ralph 
D. Gardner's HORATIO ALGER, or 
the American Hero Era, pub Ii sh­ 
ed by Wayside Press, 1964, as 
the leading authority on the 
subject. 

Please use membership 
roster for mailing address of 
our officers. 

Notes From Members 

PF-146, Wi] lard Thompson asks 
that we have some articl~s on 
the following: "Comparison of 
Bonehill as an Alger writer", 
"Frank Gruber·, was he inf l uenc­ 
ed, and can one read any part 
of the Alger idea in his writ­ 
ings". He would like to see 
more dialogue. So, all you 
would-be writers - sit down now 
and see what you can do. 
Wi 1 lard has forty years exper­ 
ience in the book field and 
Feels there are more interest­ 
ing by-paths than verbatim 
extracts. 

If you have any ideas on how 
the Newsboy can be improved, 
drop a line to the Guest Editor 
now. 

We are very sorry to report the 
death of one of our members. 
PF-284, Frank James Bussone 
passed away last June. Although 
we never met Frank, we feel 
close to al I our members be­ 
cause of our common interests. 
We express our condolences to 
Mrs. Bussone from all our 
members. 

CHANCE OF ADDRESS: 

Robert L. Johnson 
P 0. Box 4 7 
Bisbee, Arizona 85603 

At the S i 'o u x Fa 11 s Convention, 
Ralph Gardner ran a contest. 
President Judson Berry has extra 
copies and if you are interested, 
send him a stamped self-addressed 
envelope. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: 

Gilbert K. Westgard 
2310 Statz, Apt. E 
North Las Vegas, Nevada 

89030 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

PF-322 - Ward G. Loucks 
150 East 8th St. 
Oswego, N. Y. 13126 
(Dorothy) T-60 

Ward is a friend of PF-264, 
George Clarke, and would like 
to add to his Algers. He also 
collects other boy's books by 
such authors as Henty, Chipman, 
Roosevelt, etc. 

* * * * * * * * 
SPECIAL NOTICE 

The Horatio Alger Society 
Title & Price list is now avail­ 
able. Copies of this booklet may 
be ordered from Carl T. Hartmann 
Executive Secretary, 4907 Alli­ 
son Drive, Lansing, Michigan. 
Make checks payable to The 
Horatio Alger Society. Price - 
$2.00 per copy to Horatio Alger 
Society members; $5.00 per copy 
to non-members. 

Order yours now'.'.'.'. 

Listed below 

We also have available in limit­ 
ed quantities back issues of the 
Newsboy.· Reprints of the follow­ 
ing out of print issues as 
follows: 

July 1962 
April thru Dec. 
Jan. thru ··Dec. 
Jan. thru Dec. 

1964 
1965 
1966 (no July 

issue) 
Feb. thru June 

Also available in 
tities are copies 
thru the present. 

l 967 
1 imi ted q u a n­ 
from Aug. 1967 

Price is 50¢ each issue, post 
paid. Order from Carl T. Hart­ 
mann at above address. Make 
checks payable to The Horatio 
Alger Society. 

* * * * * * * * * 
NOTES FROM RALPll 

There is a new book that 
just came out titlec.l, "Horatio 
Alger is Alive and Well and 
L.iving in America", by David 
Goodrich. I ran to take a look 
at it, hoping it woulc.l be about 
Horatio. Regrettably, there 
isn't a word in it about Horatio 
lloratio. It is the success 
stories of 10 young Americans 
who became millionaires at an 
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early age. Although there is 
nothing in the book to tell 
today's generation who Horatio 
was, the fact remains that the 
Alger name has such sight 
identification arid meaning 
that nobody thought it neces­ 
sary to explain it further! 

just got a letter from 
Dave Ka na r r , (PF-314), and he 
has some beautifully expressed 
lines about his Alger collec­ 
tion. I don't believe Dave 
would object to my sharing his 
thoughts with all our members: 
"I enjoy my collection very 
much and feel quite wealthy in 
spirit every time I look at 
those rows of stories--many 
happy hours of pleasant read­ 
ing and discovery yet to come." 

I think this concisely des­ 
cribes how so many of us feel 
about our Alger collections. 

Ralph Gardner 

* * * * * * * * * 
Notes From Members 

Stanley Pachon, PF-087, reports 
that Nautilus Books are publish­ 
ing on September 15, two faci­ 
similes of two first editions 
of Algers books. They are 
"Struggling Upward" and "Phi 1 
the Fiddler". They will cost 
$12.50 for the slipcard set and 
$14.00 for the library bound. 
They will contain the original 
illustrations and a introduction 
by Dr. Rychard Fink. These two 
books are to receive national 
advertising and publicity. If 
you are interested in ordering~ 
the address is: 

Nautilus Books 
Div. of Galloway Corp. 
5 Mountain Avenue 
N. Plainfield, N. J. 07060 

* * * * * * * * 
George Clarke, PF-264, appeared 
on the Paul Benzanin Hour, 
(WNAC-TV, Channel 7, Boston) 
at 9:00 a.m. on July 28, 1971 
and told the Alger Story. 

* * * * * * * * 
I was in Galena, Illinois, the 
other day (on a hi stor i cal 
tour) and I browsed about the 
many antique shops. At RA-HO 
ANTIQUES, l 14 N. Main St., 
(Mr. Joe Rank), I found a box 
of some 45 Alger books. Most 
were in fine condition - some 
I would call mint - Winston, 
Hurst, Donohue, etc. - no lst 
editions! - including one 
miniature (Jed the Poorhouse 
Boy, I be! ieve). I am not buy­ 
ing much Alger now (concentrat­ 
ing on Henty and Castleman). 
Moreover, Mr. Rank asked too 
m~ch, I felt. He wanted $100 
for the box and preferred not 
to break the lot. I couldn't 
go for that! 

thus pass the word along for 
others who may be passing through 
Galena soon or who may want to 
d i ck er w i th Mr . Rank vi a ma i I . 

George W. May 
P-F 121 
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NEW YORK CITY 
DUR.ING THE TIME OF HORATIO ALGER. JR.. 

The Gangs of New York 
by J ac.k Bale..6 

There were many street gangs that 
existed in the area of the Five 
Points. Most of them originated in 
the various speakeasies, or bars, 
that were located in the tenement 
district, as it was in these bars 
that most of the men in the area 
spent their time. 

The "Forty Thieves" was the first 
gang that existed in New York, and 
it was founded in the first speak­ 
easy of the city. Another gang was 
the "Dead Rabbits," a "dead rabbit" 
being a slang term for a tough and 
wiry brawler. 

The "Bowery" was a district that 
was located near Astor Place. Like 
the Five Points, the Bowery had its 
share of the New York City street 
gangs. The "Bowery Boys" was one of 
th~se Bowery located gangs, and•it 
was probably the most infamous one 
in the history of the United States. 
The Bowery Boys' chief enem~es were 
the gangs of the Five Points, and 
notable among them, the Dead Rabbits. 

Political mobsters in New York soon 
realized that they could use the 
city's gangsters as tools with which 
to throw elections. On election days, 
gangs, working for particular poli­ 
tical parties, would intimidate vo­ 
ting citizens and would smash ballot 
boxes. 

A typical example of this type of 
chaos occurred in 1856, when Fernan­ 
do Wood was elected to a second term 
of office as Mayor of New X~rk. All 
the Five Points gangs were behind 
him, and their efforts won the elec­ 
tion for Woods, but the gangs of the 
bowery hated the man. Therefore, 
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rioting broke out between,the two 
main contingents, the Dead Rabbits 
and the Bowery Boys, with the men 
of the Five Points finally defeating 
the Bowery gang. The New York Police 
tried to overpower the gangs and 
restore order, but their ineffective 
numbers were no match for the fero­ 
cious gangs. 

Besides the gangs that roamed New 
York's streets, the city also har­ 
bored many river pirate~. These men, 
and sometimes women, would often 
sail forth at night on the Hudson 
or East Rivers. They would slip up 
to docks where cargo was stored, 
steal it when the watchmen were not 
looking, and then load it into their 
boats. 

One of the most feared dock thieves 
was a woman named Gallus Mag, who 
was so named because her skirt was 
kept us by galluses, which is anot­ 
her name for suspenders. Gallus Mag 
was skilled in the use ~fa club and 
a pistol, and whenever she would 
best an opponent in a fight by the 
use of one or both of these weapons, 
she would bite his (or her) ear off 
and'place it in a jar of alcohol. 
She had quite a number of ears pre­ 
served this way. 

Gallus Mag and other leaders of the 
river pirates soon became quite 
proficient in their career of pi­ 
racy. Therefore, in 1858, a harbor 
police force was organized in order 
to stop the dock thievery. Men" would 
patrol the rivers in rowboats, and 
would search for any boat that even 
looked like it might contain river 
pirates. Eventually, the harbor 
police force eliminated practically 
all tbe thi~very that was being com­ 
mitted by the gangs. 

During the first two decades after 
the Civil War, almost every note- 

Con't on page 6 
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New York City - Con't from page-3 

worthy bank robber made his home in 
New York City. In these twenty years 
however, the most proficient bank 
robber in the city was George Leon­ 
idas Leslie. In The Gangs of New 
York, Herbert Asbury wrote: "Within 
a few years after the close of the 
Civil War Leslie had become the 
head of the most successful gang of 
professional bank robbers that ever 
infested the continent." Although 
his main home was in New York,Leslie 
also robbed banks in other major 
American cities too. In the course 
of Leslie's career as a bank rob­ 
ber, it is estimated that he and 
his cohorts committed eighty per 
cent of the bank robberies in Amer­ 
ica, with their stealings estimated 
at about ten million dollars. 

Leslie would take great pains in 
planning a robbery. He would draw 
maps of the selected bank, and 
would practice opening a safe that 
was made by the same manufacturer 
as the safe that he wanted to rob. 

Leslie was never captured and bro­ 
ught to court. Although he planned 
all the robberies for his gang, he 
let his men do the actual stealing, 
therefore absolving himself of guilt. 

Leslie was murdered in 1884. Altho­ 
ugh the killer was never found, the 
police suspected a man named Draper, 
who was angry at Leslie because of 
the attentions that he paid to his 
(Draper's) mistress. 

One infamous gang in New York dur­ 
ing the 1800's was the "Whyos". 
Herbert Asbury says: "The greatest 
of the gangs which came into exist­ 
ence in New York after the Civil 
Was was the Whyos, as vicious a 
collection of thugs, murderers, and 
thieves as ever operated in the 
metropolis." 

It is not certain how the name,· 
"Whoyo," began. It is the general 
consensus that the word originated 
from a strange call that the gang- 
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sters occasionally used. 

The Whyos, who lived in the area 
around the Five Points, were in 
power during .the latter years of 
the 1880's and the early years of 
the 1890's. They boasted men of 
many different occupations. In the 
gang there were burglars, pickpoc­ 
kets, thieves, thugs, brawlers,bar 
owners, and owners of houses of 
prostitution. 

One Whyo who was greatly admired 
by his companions was, "Dandy 
Johnny Dolan." This respect was 
due to the fact that Dolan inven­ 
ted an instrument that was worn on 
the thumb, which enabled one to 
gouge out an opponent's eyes with 
great skillfulness. When the Whyos 
fought other gangs, success was 
achieved when they wore these cop­ 
per devices· on their thumbs. Dolan 
also placed portions of axe blade 
in the bottoms of his boots, in 
order that he could easily kill his 
opponent after he had thrown him to 
the ground. 

The Whyos were fierce fighters, and 
the police engaged in battle with 
them many times. However, the Whyos 
were finally eliminated by the po­ 
lice in the middle 1890's. 

SOURCE: Asbury, Herbert. The Gangs 
of New York. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
FOUNDER STRIKES AGAIN!!!! 

PF-000,Fonne.~t Campbell ha-0 
~tnu~k again. Vo to a le.tte.n to 
the. Editon ot) "YANKEE" magazine. 
July, 1971, wnitte.n by Fo n.n.e.s r., we 
have two new membe.n~ and many ne.w 
pno-0pe~t~. P.F'~ 323 & 324 will 
be. neponte.d in the Sept. i~~u.e ot) 
NEWSBOY. Keep u.p the good wonk 
F o n n.e.s t.. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
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In you know on -0omeone that 
might be. intene.-0ted in HAS -0end 
thein name. and addne~~ to me. and 
I will -0ee that they get a copy on 
NEWSBOY and an application blank. 

Canl Hantmann 
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NOTICE 

For the benefit of our new 
members, we would like to re­ 
state a few of the policies of 
the Horatio Alger Society. 

The Book Mart is solely 
for the use of HAS members. Each 
listing MUST contain the fol­ 
lowing information: 
Title - Publisher - Condition 

-Pr i c e- 
Only books by or about Horatio 
Alger are to be listed. We will 
not list wants or trades. All 
dealings are between buyer and 
seller - the HAS assumes no 
responsibility, but we would 
like to be notified if there 
are gross errors in listings. 
The Editor of Newsboy will not 
take first choice - all listings 
are as received. 

Articles for publication 
must have some connection with 
Horatio Alger, or interesting 
information about our members. 
The Editor reserves the right 
to edit, use or not use any 
material that is submitted. 
Deadline for all material is 
the 15th of the month preced­ 
ing publication. ~xceptions 
can and will be used at the dis­ 
cretion of the Editor. 

A convention is held once 
a year normally during the 
first or second weekend in May. 
The 1972 convention will be in 
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan. Bids 
are open if you would like to 
have the convention in your 
city, during 1973 or 1974. Drop 
a line to our President Judson 
Berry if you are interested. 
The Conventions are the sole 
responsibility of the persons 
bidding. The Board of Directors 
will help in any way possible. 

* * * * * * * * 

Ben Logan's Triumph 
C & D VG 10.~0 

Ben Logan's Triumph 
C & L G 15.50 
(1st ed. but with tipped-in, 
xeroxed title page) 

Ben's Nugget 
Winston G 4.00 

Cast Upon the Breakers 
Reproduction by 15.50 
Jack Row, perfect 
condition 

Sam's Chance 
~oates (delux) VG 7.00 

Shifting for Himself 
Coates (delux) F 3. 50 

Shifting for Himself 
Winston VG 3.00 

The Store Boy 
Hurst G 2.25 

AUGUST 1971 
Rupert's Ambition 

Winston Lib. G 9.50 

Tom Brace 
AS paper 10.00 
Good cover, no back or spine 

The above lot in one group for 
$70.00. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Dan Fuller 
1035 Merydith st. 
Kent, Ohio 4424- 

*~* Beth Row, Doris Butler and Jack Row 
discussing Alger (?) in the Berry 
1 iv i ng room. 

Answer to last months puzzel "HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR 
ALGER HEROES?" by PF-312 - Evelyn M. Grebel. 
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Gordon 
13. Fred Fenton 
14.. Ben Stanton 

Logan 
Brandon 
Bare I ay 
Bradford 
Bruce 
Baker 

Si.!_a_ie_ t: Co I burn 
1l~_r_t Barton · 
;/_?_c_ k Drummond 

Harding 
;/5'_r_;:_y BI ue 
§.FA~§t Ray 
!?~_a_n Dunham 
f.?.F_l Crawford 
f.!_""-'lkF,·ost 

4. 
Mason 

5. Jy)._~~s Taylor 
6. E9_b_~i;:t Coverdale 

Raymond 
Frost 
Rushton 
Rudd 

!3.Y.£.~.: t Ro I I ins 
!:l~.F_le.~~!:carter 

Carr 
Mason 

:I~_d Gi Iman 
!?.?_n Mordaunt 

A!1.?.Y. Burke 
Grant 

8. 
9. 

10. E 

N D 

R G E T R E B 

s T E R L 

s M 0 (T R E B 0 

0 B E R CQ 

i ~ • 
12. 

-~c_t_qr Roscoe 
Hector 

26. 36. clf1ver'jorton 
27. l!Jl~_Jlg~d Brooks 37. Conrad 

28. ll.9.P Burton 38. J._l!.\5, e Wa I ton 

29. ~.):l_e_>;J~§'r Rand Larkin 

30. , E.<>Jt<!Y Thornp son 39. J'A~l Prescott 

31. gy_f_i,is Rushton Hoffman 

32. iii'.!" Barke,Rodman Parton 

33. l'.:1.£l.J._t~r Con rad Pa \mer 
Sherwood 40. _T_Q.llY Rugg 
Griffith 41. j'l_r_~n Winter 

34. T.9.!" Brace 42. il_a_~kMann i ng 

Gray Mason 
Nelson Stanton 

Thatcher Manton 

Turner 43. !_a_~E~r Kent 

Temple 44. Phil ----or 

35. 
N_e_<!_ Newton f_h_~!~P Brent 

Charli~ray 
45. Cod man 

15. 
16. 
17. 

: l 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 
24. 
25. 

·~·.i r-, te r 
'dvanagh 
Fowler 

Geral~ardy 
------ Lane 
~j_l}?.~E t Grayson 
!l~.!_r_y Vane 

via I ton 
Morris 
Gilbert 

Beth Row, Doris Butler, 
Bette Robinson, Les 
Langlois, Bertie Lang­ 
lois & Ken Butler just 
after the HAS Meeting. Beth Row, Doris Butler, Bertie 

Langlois relaxing after a hard 
day on the Alger trail. -7- 



NEWSBOY 
THE M03T INCREDIBIE ALGER BULLY 

After submitting my last article on 
the subject of The Alger Bully, I dis­ 
covered. that I had omitted, even with­ 
out honorable mention a reference to a 
most unbelievable Alger bully. It ap­ 
pears to me that Horatio had accumulated 
a lot of facts on the habits of bullies, 
and he may have thought they were going 
out of style, for he seems to have used 
up all 0£ his material in one story. 

Believe me, he had a lot of material, 
and after putting it all in the proper 
sequence, he put it all under one cover, 
thereby creating a most incredible bully, 
and perhaps, using an anonymous quote, 
"We shall not look upon his like again." 

At this stage it would be unkind to 
keep you in suspense regarding his iden­ 
tity and the name of the story in which 
the record of hie meanness is chronicled. 
The name of the story is "Hector's In­ 
heritance" and the name of the bully is 
Jim Smitho Actually the story has two 
bullies. The story opens with Guy 
Roscoe, a cousin of Hector's as the in­ 
tended bully, but the scene changes to a 
boarding school where Socrates Smith was 
in charge as princi:pPJ., but hie nephew, 
Jim Smith was acclaimed. tyrant of the 
play-ground. 

In this capacity Jim ran true to the 
pattern of all bullies, and perhaps with 
a few ideas of his own such as changing 
the rules of the play-ground to suit his 
fancy with no one daring to challenge his 
right to do so. The introduction of new 
students to Smith Institute was never 
complete without a sound thrashing from 
the bully, Jim Smith. But in this re­ 
spect Hector was not cooperative in sub­ 
mitting himself for punisbmento Jim's 
orders, delivered by his cronies, that 
Hector make an appearance before him to 
receive his thrashing remained unheededo 

Eventually their paths crossed and Jim 
entirely dependent on brute strength and 
unfamiliar with the manly art of self de­ 
fense, discovered that he was no match 
for our hero. His cronies quickly 
changed allegiance to our hero and Jim 
was forced to admit bitter defeat. 

In another Alger story Horatio uses 
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the expression "hectorin1" which, accord­ 
ing to Webster means domineering, or a 
tormenting bully. The origin of the word 
no doubt comes from Greek legends of which 
Horatio was a scholar of note and I am sur­ 
prised that he would assign the name to one 
of his numerous heroes. 

In regard to the story of Hector, Alger 
has this to say about the allegiance ex­ 
pected by the bully: 

"I am afraid school-boys do not always 
sympathize with the weaker side. In the 
present instance there was hardly a boy 
who had not at some time or other felt 
the weight of Jim's fist; and, as there 
is an old saying that 'misery loves com­ 
pany, 1 it was not, perhaps, a matter of 
wonder that they looked forward with in­ 
terest to seeing another suffer the same 
ill-treatment which they had on former 
occasions received." 

At this point I am sure that many of you 
are anxious to lay aside this paper and 
read for yourselTes the further adventures 
of Hector and Jim Smith from your own copy 
of this story, but just in case you don't 
have this story, I will lightly review 
their further ad.ventures: 

Jim falsely accused Hector ot brutal 
attacks in order to discredit him before 
his uncle, the principal. However, the 
punishment was in the form of extra study 
of Virgil's 'Aeneid.' and of which he was 
already far in advance of his classo 
Hector also rescued a defenseless young­ 
ster from being tossed in a blanket on 
the order of Jim" Jim stole some money 
from his uncle and planted the wallet in 
Hector's clothing hoping to get him into 
serious trouble but his attempt was a 
failure. In another fracas he was caught 
using foul play on his victim when he was 
down. He blamed his teacher of interfer­ 
ence and caused his dismissal. Later, 
after Hector and Jill had both left Smith 
Institute they met again in New York City. 
Jim had the audacity to ask Hector for a 
recommendation to get him a job, to get 
him in his boarding house and after being 
twice refused he capped the climax by 
asking for a loan of five dollars, which 
incidentally was refused also. When last 
heard from he was a bartender in a low 
liquor saloon. Exit Jim Smith, the buLly. 
(copyright, 1971 Forrest Campbell, PF-000) 

-8- 


