
rlgLdb"U
GUEST IDI?CR
Carl T. Iiartmann
4907 Allison Dr.
Lansing, 11i. 48910

Vol. 10' No

April, L972

M.flh:/ l:.'1.,1.. ol

rh. HOlArlo 
^rotl

5CC'!IY Ih. wor d.
Onrr P!br'.dr,on O.rol
.d ro Ihdl wond.rrul
wo,id ot Horor,o 419..

Lttt& I t96t lry t,tn t (antyhll ! A]nil(th Butha

I

FRIENDS YOU WILL MEET

& Mrs. DaIe Thomas Ralph Gardner
Ken Butler (in
at his museum

front of his display
in Mendota, I11. )

PLEASANT

Iilr .

C:':i
:]:,, ,:

:|#.

Jack &

Les & Bertie Langlois

President Judson Berry

Jack Ba1 es

m0re

.,c"

'i,ii

Do r i s

And many
and Bob Bennett



HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY

To further the phi losophy of
Horatio Alger, Jr. and to encour-
age the spirit of Strive and Suc-
ceed that for half a century
qu i ded A I gerrs undaunted heroes-
lads whose struggles epitomized
the Great American Dream and
flamed hero ideals in Americans.

OFFICERS

APRIL 1972

John Lohn sent us the above c1 i ppi ng
whi ch appeared j n the Apri 1 -May
issue of "Modern Maturity", official
magazi ne of the Ameri can Associ ation
of Retired People.
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JUDSON S. BERRY
LEO (gOg) BENNETT
DAN FULLER
CARL T. HARTMANN
KENNETH B. BUTLER
RALPH GARD NER
FORREST CAMPBELL

PRESIDENT
V-PRES IDENT

TREASURER
SECRETARY
D IRECTOR
D I RECTOR
D IRECTOR

The NEWSB0Y, the off icial
organ of the Horatio Alger Society
i s publ i shed monthl y except
January 6 July and is distributed
free to Soc i ety members. Member-
sh i p fee for any twel ve month
perrod ts )5.

NEWSB0Y recogn izes Ral ph D.
Gardnerrs H0RATIO ALGER-, OR Tl=lE
AMERICAN HER0 ERA, published by
Wayside Press, I!64, as the
I ead i ng author i ty on the subject.

PIease use membership roster
for mail ing address of our
officers.

WETCOME to new members
Members are urged to get in touch

with our new members, werever prac-
tical, in order to welcome them into
our Society "family".
P F- 350 Joseph N. Kellas

I 56 Rosewood Dr.
l{est Seneca, N.Y. 14224
(Margaret ) T-l 6

ks,

Paui F. t'1i I I eF :y
4365 Belmar Terrace
Vi enna, 0hio 44473
(Ru*r l^t. ) T-54

Paul is'i nterested in antiques
and B mm photography. Paul i s
an Aud'ito r.

L- I I Los Angel es publ .i c
Library, Ser.ials
Division.
630 West Fifth Sr.' Los Angeles, Ca. 900] 7

.

Joe i s a 'l 'i ghti ng des i gner
and is interested in juvenile
fiction. He also collects Pre-
l^llllI I m'i ni ature metal cars, truc
sol di ers , cannon etc.

HORATIO ALGER JR. RETURNS

;'l'-,",iHl *::la[r ffifl ,''_il $q
f*ff "ill. #:1"."r"*T"# rffi "ti C+t

Remember Horatio Alger Jr.'s
"American Dream"? Tattered Tom
was the schoolboy's hero. And Phil
the Fiddler touched the hearts and
conscience of a nation.

come by. ,I;::
This literary limbo has ended. L -, Ithe fall of last year, first edition'f.a

facsimiles of Alger's most-read books, 
,

"Struggling Upward" and "Phil the -=

Fiddler," were published by Nautilus 11,
Books of North Plainsfield, N. J. 

=And so Horatio Alger's ideas on
the virtues of hard work, decency
and simple justice are back to inspire
yet another generation.
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Gi I bert lales tgard has

i nformed us that he now has
a suppl y of ALGER STREET
which is ava'i lable for $tO.OOfor the regul ar edi tion, and
$ZS. O0 for the I eather-bounO
I i mi ted and numbered edi ti on.

Gi I bert's nevv address
'i s:

2310 Statz, Apartment E
North Las Vegas, Nev.
89030

Ed. note: ALGER STREET i s an
outstanding collectjon of
pgems by Horatio A1 ger comp-iled by Gilbert. It is a
must for every Alger coll-
ection and should be inyours. It contains among
others l{othing To Do a veryh'rd to fj nd A1 ger i tem.

A tentative schedule for the
May Convention is outlined below.

Thursday, May 11, l-972
Check in at Holiday Inn
Bd. meeting at Vice-pres_
ident Bob Bennett's Homeat 7 230 p.M.

Friday, May L2, 1972
Check in at Holiday fnnfor late arrivals.
Stop at Bob Bennettrs
home for map of area
Antj-que and book stores.
Round table discussion onAlger with Ralph Gardner
during the evening hours.

Saturday, May 13, 1972
Tour of the Clarke Histor_
ical Library. Saturday
evening we will have a
banquet and general bus-
iness meeting at the
Holiday Inn.

ts@@K
.SALffiSo%l*fu*

/-h)^Av,.*.
L,^,,h/"*)/r^rr
p> e,".*.t r/f,b*

lllustration taken from Horatio Alger, Jr., biography of Lincoln, 1882. Verse is in Lincoln's
hand as it appeared in his exercise book about 1 824 when he was I S vears dld.

SWAPMNffi

T@UMSAbove 'i s a pos t card pri nted by the 0CTAV0
PRESS, Springfield, Ill. G2705 which was
sent to The NElnlsB0Y by George W. May, pF-
121 . As you can see Alger gets sent allover the world.
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The fo1 1 owi ng are avai I abl e from:

Paul J. F'isher
l8 Ritchie Rd.
Binghamton, N.Y.

All in good collectabl
$2.25 each post paid.

r 3901

e condi tion

Andy Grants Pl uck
Barve and Bol d
A Cous'ins Consp'i racy
Do and Dare
The Erie Train Boy
The Errand Boy
Facing the World
Fjve Hundred Dollar (front
leaf missing
Frank Hunters Peri I (front
leaf missing)
Hel en Ford
Jed, The Poorhouse Boy
l,1ark Mason's Victory
Paul Precotts Charge
Phil the Fiddler
Risen From the Rands
(Front fly leaf missing)
Sam's Chance
Shifting for Himself
Stri ve and Succeed
Strong and Steady
The Store Boy
Ti n Box
Tom the Bootbl ack
Tony the Hero
(front f1y lead missing)
Try and Trust
The Young Adventurer
The Young Mi ner
The Young 0utl aw
Wait and Hope
l,tlal ter Sherwood's Probation

Burt
Hurst
Don
Winston
Hurst
Burt
tr'Jinston
flv
Don
flv
Wi nston
hIi nston
Burt
Burt
Don
Wi ns ton
14arshon

Don
Hurst
l,lershon
Winston
Don
Hrrrs t
Hurs t
Don'

Chat. Peck
Don
Don
Don
Don
Burt make the mosttattaat

Change of Address:
Dan Ful I er.l33 No. Lincoln
Kent, 0hio 44240

An egotist is a person of ertremel!.l Lou taste...
moye intey,ested i.n HIMSELF than tn I)U

4

S@NWffiNWM@N
,tlns. ]llltDRED [oUC|(S, lntpr. o itt/772-290i
,ct. St. 20 & US 27. 5665 E. pickard Rd. aio
48858). Dwtn. 2 min, Airpt. 3 min., iree tra'ns'.l8- H_ole cotf Course. 108 rms; Mtg. ims. td
2s_0. Tax 4%. qp 93. t bed zbed; spe;iai-

Special rates at the Holiday fnnfor HAS Members. When you writefor your reservations bL sure totell them you are a member.Write to the address above. Doit now.

& wffMffi &
^

REGISTRATION $s.00

This includes the Saturday nightbanquet. you may send your iegii_tration to Vp Bob Bennelt o. pay
when you get there.

Bob has planned much free time for -talking A1ger, touring the Antique
shops (12 in all) and swapping andtrading.

Sunday morning - breakfast at theHoliday fnn.
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ATGER STAMP
0tto t(ilt, PF-"l32 has

wri tten hi s Gongressman on
behalf of a commemorat'ive
stamp to Honor Horati o
A1 ger Jr. 0tto urges al I of
us to wri te to o ur Go ngres s -
man and al so to:

J.A. Matukonis
Congressional Ljajson
0ffi cer, Executi ve
Assistant to the
Postmaster General
Wash'i ngton, DC 20260

Mr. Matukonis has written
as fol I ows:

I am pleased to advise you
that this proposaf is on the
agenda for cons'iderat'ion by our
C'i tizens' Stamp Advisory comm-
i ttee as future stamp programs
are bei ng devel oped.

tdRITE TODAY: : :

llotes From ll ave
Dave has two extra copies

of the Encycl opedi a Standard
American with Alger as the
author of "Rags to Rishes"
entry(as reported in March
News boy ) 500 each.

Dave has al so added the
fo1 1 owi ng books to hi s bio-
graphical col I ection.

Il I ustrated Encyclopedia of
the Modern tnlorl d (wi th pi cture
of A1 ger ) I 956.

Basic Everyday Encycloped'ia
(re54)

story of The United States
nce .l865 (1965)

The entry jn the "Basic
Everyday Encyclopedia" is so
short that Dave has included

APRIL 1972
it in its ent'i rety and "it js so true
that I am doi ng just that".

"41ger, Horatio, Jr., .l834-99.
Some 20 mj I I i on copi es of A's I 25+
books taught 2 generatjons of U.S.
boys that eco nomi c and soc i al s ucces s
comes to the v'i rtuo us , however humbl e
hjs beginnings."

A.Q.?
Those attendi ng our Mt. Pl easant

Convention are 'i nvited to compete if
Ra1 ph 's A. Q. (Al ger Quot'ient ) Co ntest o

wi th pri zes to the wj nners. Ra1 ph
promises to make th'is contest even
tougher than I ast year's which
means it will be trickyl So all
who attent are urged to sharpen up
their "A.Q.'s".

SCA PBOOK
Jack has announced that the

A1 ger Scrapbook has hi t the 200th
page mark. I t wi I I be on di sp1 ay at
the Mt. Pl easant Conventi on.

Mt. PI easant
May .l1,.I2,.I3 
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Horatio Alger Lincoln Biography [Jseful
By ROBERT CBOIIBIE
Horatio Alger Jr., the Uni-

tarian minister, whose "rags
to riches "bools enjoyed he-
mendous sales as the 19th

Century ceme
to an end,
wrote a fie-
timalized bi-
ography of
Abraham Lin-

coln.
"Abt aham

Lincoln, t h e
B a ckwoods
Boy; Or, How
a Young rail- Crombie
Splitter Became President,"
was first published itr 1883,

accordlng to Jordan D.
Fiue, w[o wrote about it for
volume ,$ of the Journal of
the Illirois State Historical
Society.

"The Alger biography of
Lincoln did not grow out of
auy passionate patriotism en-
gendered by the warorpolit-
ical partisanship, nor did it
develop from any desire to

. change his medium of ex-
pression from fiction to biog-

r - iraphy, "Dr.- Fime, who was
assistant to the directorofli
braries and museums and in-
sEuctor of bibliography in
the Collep of Uberal Arts at
Boston University, wrote.

HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY
4907 Al I i son Dr,
Lans'ing , Mi chi gan 489.l 0

"In collaboration with Vir-
ginia Barry, Alger had
planned to write a play
based on Lincoln's life for a
children's theater then being
established in New York. He
had been a prolific writer,
and his publishers were con-
stantly demanding new

books,
Since he had spent about

six months in collecting infor.
mation for the play, his regu-
lar output fell off. In desper-
ation, his publishers suggest-
ed a story about Lincoln
based upon the material that
he had collecied. Without
consuttlng nls cur.ruul.lLUr,
Alger agreed, and whithin
Jwo weeks the completed
m a n u s cr ipt was intheir'
hands."

FROU LINCOLN'S early
priva,flons and handicaps, Al-
ger pointed out the morals to
be drtlvn. Concerning Lin'
coln's restue from drowning
when he rvas seven, Alger
commented "God looks after
the lives of His chosen in-
strmnents, and savos them
for His work." Lincoln was
not to be pitied for the hard-
ships and poverty of his ear-
ly life, the author said, be-
cause "That is the way
strong men are made."

{t-r
rQrrr.

Lincoln's famous letter to
his stepbrother, .Iohn D.
Johnston, admonishing him,
"Your thousand pretences lor
not getting along better, are
all non-sense . , . Go to work
is the rlriy cure for your
case," rvas included in the
biography.

"ACCORDING to Alger, ev-
ery action in which Lincoln
u'as successful was due to his
shrewdness, his good living,
and Providence," Dr. Fiore
wrote. ('Even Lincoln's adver-
sities were turned into tri-
umphs by Alger and became
a part of God's rnoving 'in a
mysterious way, His wonders
to perform.'

"Regarding Lincoln's defeat
for the Senate in 1858 Alger
conjectures that had he been

elected, Lincoln might have
alienated many Bepublicans
by some erroneous action
and thus his nomination and
election tn 1860 would have
been impossible. Thus, wrote
Alger, 'The nation would nev-
er have discov_eredfilele-adgr _
who, under Providence, Ied it

From the

out of lhe urlrlerness, an(.
conducted it to p€ace and
freedom. Protesting that he
did not wish to 'moralize
over-much,' Alger pointed out
that 'in the lives ol all there
are present disappointme4ts. 'i
that lead to ultimate succeSs

"For example, Washington'
and Garfield boiti wanted to
go to sea as boys, buttaving
buun dissuaded, litrey
triumphed in other fields. As
a young man Gromwetrl de-
cided to emigrate to Ameri,
ca, but he finally 'reinained
ln his own country to control
its destiny, and take i posi
tion at the head of "qffajrs.'TIe warned his young read-
ers, 'Remember thls when
your cherished plans are de-
feated. There is a higher wis-
dom than ours that shapes
and directs our lives."
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