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y col I ectors attempt to col I ect al lle variations of Alger's lvorks. Iner to acheive this goal , they must
e room for 25 titles that appearedy in the bulky serializatioh'form.

99mpl ete 1 i sti ng fol I ows , devoti ng
el f only to those titl es that nevei
eared in book form under the samele in which it appeared as a serial-
tion. t

I 894

4. THE BULLY OF THE
TIMPLE'S CAREER

A. New York Weekly,
June 30 to Septembe
B. 0ri gi na1 seri al i
"Tom Templ e's Caree
Vol.l, No. 7, Boy's
Seri es ( paperback )

I. ABNTR HOLDEN'S BOUND
A. New York Weekly, Vol
April 6 to June 8, l87l
B. 0riginal serial izati
"Try and Trust; ol , The
Bou nd Boy " , Lori ng , l B7
C. Repri nted as "Tri al s
of Herbert Mason; or Tr
Al di ne, I 887.

492-503,
(bV Arthur

?. A.D.T. 79
. Argosy, Vol. 14, Nos\clay 7 to August 6, 1892

Lee Putnam).
B. 0riginal serial ization titl e of
"Mark Mason's Victory; ot", The Trials
and Tri umphs of a Tel egraph Boy",
Burt, I 899.

SERIALIZATION TITLES
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Thanks to Paul Fisher, pF l4g,
who recently di scovered the seri alti tl e, "The Tri al s of Bernard Brooks',.
This new title increases the Algertitle listing to l98 titles.

BOY
. 26, Nos. 21-3A

on title of
Story of a

3.
and Adventures

y and Trust",

C. Repri nted as "Tri al s and Tri umphsof Mark Mason " , Street & Smi th,
Medal Library No. 346, .l906.
D. Reprinted as "Mark Mason",
Hurst, 1907
E. Repri nted as "Mark Mason's Tri umph
New York Book Co., l90g
F. Repri nted as "Mark Mason's Tri al s
and Trjumphs", Donohue, lgll.
3. A tsAD LOT
A. Argosy, Vol. 17, Nos. 569-58.|
0ctober 21, lB93 to January 20,
(by Arthur Lee Putman).
B.Reserial'i zed as "The Trials of
Bernard Brooks " , The Quaker, Vol s.
I - 6, 0ctober, .l 897 to Apri l , I 898.
C. 0riginal serialization title of
" Bernard Broo ks ' Adventu res : The
Story of a Brave Boy's Tri al s " ,
Burt, .l903.

VILLAGE; OR, TOM

Vol . 34, Nos. 33-
F B, .l879.

zat"ion ti tl e of
l^", Burt, .l888,

Home Li brary

5. CAST UPON THE BREAKERS
A. Argosy, Vol. 'I6, Nos. 547-559,
May 27 to August .l9, .l893 

)by Arthur
Lee Putman).
B. Never publ i shed i n book form.
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Welcome to l{ew pF'S

PF-36.l hlal ter H. Mclntosh
P.0. Box 393 v
Salem, N.H. 03079

lllalter is interested in all
phases of Ai ger co1'lecti ng and a'l so
col I ects Boy's Seri es Books.

PF-363 Paul [.I. Jagger
1892 t7th. St. S.W.
Akron, 0hio 44314
T-80 ( Evel yn )

OFFICE
BENNETT

which
Paul

Besides his jnterest in Alger
stems from boyhood memori es ,collects Civil hlar Relics

The NEI,ISB0Y 'is the official
organ of THE H0RATI0 ALGER S0CIE-
TY and is published monthly except
January & July and is distributed
free to Society members.Membership
fee for any twelve month period is
$s.oo.

NEt.lsB0Y recogni zes Ra1 ph D.
Gardner's H0RATI0 ALGER, or THE
AMERICAN HER0 ERA , pu bf i s hed by
the Wayside Press , 1964, as the
leading authority on A1ger.

Pl ease use membershi p roster
for mai I i ng addresses of our off-
'i cers and members.

PF -362 Mari lynn Mi I I er Saurer
443 N. Grant St.
Wooster, 0hio 44691
T-43 (Terry)
'lynn is interested in Alger
as opposed to title variations)
col I ects 0pti c, Gene Stratton

El s i e Di nsmore books and other
v

hle are happy to wel come our new
members and hope they will profit by
being with us.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Please change the fol'lowing addresses in your
roster.

Dan Fuller
520 Hance Ave.
New Phi'ladephia, Ohio 44663

Ann Marie Wiegman
12219 Westover Road
Omaha, Nebraska 68l lB

Mrs. Ralph Chamberlin
Sanibel Arms, 5-H
Sanibel, Florida 33957

Jack Bales
Illinois College, Box 5
Jacksonvil'le, Il'l . 62650

Mar
content
and al so
Porter,
series.

Ann Marie will be our first member in
Nebraska and hopes it will be an excellent
area for real "finds".

-2-

R0STER wi I 'l be pu b-
973 and all members
date wi I I be i ncl uded
d in your dues please
possible. If you

es made in your list-
card to Carl Hartmann
, Lansing, Mi. 489.l0
ti on des i red. The
as fol I ows:

The annua I
lished in Jan. 1

with dues up to
If you are behin
remit as soon as
would like chang
ing send a post
4907 Al 1 i son Dr.
wi th the i nforma
listing will be

N ame
Address
City, State
Tota'l titles

7ip code
- (wi fes or husbands

name )
Phone No. if desired

AI I cards must be 'in bY the l5th
of December.



Con't from page I

6. A CHILD OF FORTUNE

. Gol den Argosy, Vol . 3,
\ovember 14, lBB5 to March
(by Arthur Hamilton).
B. Repri nt t'itl e of " Hel en
Lori ng, .l 

866.

CT. l,l0V.|3. LIVE AND LEARNi 0R, H0tll HARRY t{ALT0N
ROSE IN THE t,tlORLD

A. Young i srael , Vol . 3, Nos . 1 -12, Jan.
to Dec. I 873.
B. 0riginal seriaiization title of 'Bound
to risei oF, Harry l,lalton's Motto",
Lori ng o .l873.

14. MARIE BERTRAND; OR, THE FELON,S
DAUGHTER
A. New York Weekly, Vol. .l9, Nos. 7-11,
January 7 to Feb. 4, 1864.
B. Never published in book form.

ts

17. PADDLE Y0UR OhIN CANOE; 0R, THE
FORTUNES OF tdALTER CONRAD
A. Young Israel, Vol. l, Nos. 1-12, Jan.
to Dec. .l87.l.

B. 0riginal serial ization title of
"Strong and Steady; oFo Paddle Your 0wn
Canoe", Lori nS .I 

871 .

18. PLUCK PAUL PALMER
A. Good ltlews , Vo1 . 4, Nos . 69-Bl , Aug.
29 to Nov. 21, .l89.l.
B. Repri nt ti tl e of the ori gi na1 ser-
ializat'ion of "The Train Boy", New York
l{eek'ly, Vol. 38, Nos. 9-22, Nov.20,
1882 to Feb. I 9, 1 883.
.l9. 

R0BERT C0VERDALE; 0R, THE Y0UNG
FiSHERMAN OF COOK'S HARBOR.

A. Golden Days, Vol. l, No. 35 to Vol.
2, No. 5, 0ct. 30, 1880 to Jan . 'l 5, 188]
B. Reserialized in Golden Dayso Vol. 9,
Nos. ll-23, Feb. I'l , May 5, .l888.

C. Reserial'ized in Goldne Days, Vol . 26,
Nos. 4-.l6. Dec. 3, 1904 to Feb. 25, .l905

D. 0riginal serial ization title of
"Robert Coverdal e's Struggl e i or, 0n the
Wave of Success Y , Street & Sm'ith, New

Con't page 4

Nos. 154-172
20, .l886

Ford",

7. A DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH; 0R, H0hI
RUFUS RODMAN t^ION SUCCESS

B. Army & Nary t^Ieekly, Vol l, Nos.
3l -33, January I 5 to January 29,
I 898 and then fi ni shed i n Hal f
Ho1 iday, Vol l, Nos. l-8, February 5

to March 26, .I898 (by Arthur Lee Putman
B. Repri nt titl e of "A New York Boy",
U.S. Book Co., .l890. Leather-Clad Tales
No. 30 )paperback)

B. A FANCY OF HERS
A. Munsey's Magazine, Vo'l . 6, No. 6,
March, 1892 (complete in one issue)
B. Never published in book form.

9. GERALD;S MISSI0N, A ST0RY 0F THE
EAST AND WEST

A. Pl easant Hours, begi nni ng eariy
1 896 to April , .l 896 and fi ni shed i n

1 s1 i e's Popul ar Monthly, May, I 896
116 0ctober, 1897.

10. THE HERMIT'S HEIRi 0R, MARK MANN-
ING'S MISSION

A. New York hlaverly, June l9 to Sept.
11, 1886.
B. Reseri al i zed i n the Bos ton Gl obe,
Nov. 29, to Dec. 21 , I 894.
C. 0riginal serial ization title of
"Mark Manning's Mission; ot, The
Story of a Shoe Factory Boy"o Burt,
I 905.

II. THE ISLAND TREASURE
A. Argosy, Vol. 'l8, Nos. I-5, April
to August,'1894 (wote: Beginning in
1894, The Argosy became a month'ly
publ i cati on )
B. 0ri gi na'l seri al i zati on ti tl e of
"In Search of Treasure; The Story
of Guy"s Eventf u'l Voyag€", Burt '1 907.

THE

t-.l3

1 5. MR. CRAVEN'S STEPS0N; 0R, FRANK
HUNTER'S PERIL

A. New York t.leekly, Vol. 41, Nos.8-16,
Dec. 26, I 885 to Feb. 20, I 886.
B. 0ri gi na1 seri al i zati on ti tl e of
"Frank Hunter's Peril" which first
appeared in Good News, VoI.4, Nos. B2-
93, Nov. 28, 189I to Feb. 13, 1892

I 6. OLIVER THE OUTCAST
A. New York Weekly, Vol. 42, Nos. 29-
39, May 20, to July 29, 1887.
B. 0riginal serial ization title of
"Adrift in the Cityi or, 0'l iver Conrad
Plucky Fight" whfch first appeared in
Good News, Vol . 5, Nos. I 2l -l 30, Aug.
27 to 0ct. 29, 1892

12. KIT I'lATS0N'S TRiUMPH; 0R,
^qVENTURES OF A BOY ACROBAT

!-. Half Holiday, Vol. l, Nos.
February 5 to April 30, .l898.

B. Repri nt ti tl e of the ori g i na1
seri a'l i zati on of "The Young Acrobat
Apr i 'l 30 to Aug . 20, I BB7 .

-3-



Con't page

Medal Library No.555, l9l0 (Paperback) l{A.S. THE BOOX MaFlr

The fo1'lowing are available from:

Dan FulIer
520 Hance Ave.
New Philadephia, Ohio 44663

20. SILAS SNOBDEN'S OFFICE BOY
A. Argosy, Vol. 9, Nos. 365-377, Nov.
30, 1889, to Feb. 2?, 1890 (by Arthur
Lee Putnam)
B. Lists indicate the possiblity that
J.S. 0gilvie published this title in
1899 as no. 18I in their paperback
sunset seri es.

22. SUCCESSFUL PAUL
A. Sunshi ne Magazi ne ' I 903
B. Repri nt ti tl e of the ori gi naI
serial ization of "Paul the Peddler" or
The Adventures of a Young Street Mer-
chant: , Student and School mate, Vol .

27, No. I to VoI, 28, No. 6, Jan. to
Dec. 1871.

21. THE STAR 0F THE SIRCUSi 0R' THE
MYSTERY OF ROBERT RUDD

A- Boston }leekIy Globe, May 22, to
June 23, 1882.
B. 0riginal serial ization title of
"The Young Circus Rideri orr The
Mystery of Robert Rudd:, Porter &

Coates, I 883.

23 . 'T0M THATCHER'S QUEST; 0R, F0LL0blI NG

A CLUE
A. New York Weekly, Vol. 37, Nos. 9-22,
Jan. 9 to ApriI 10, 1882.
B. 0ri gi nal seri al i zati on ti tl e of "Tom'
Thatcher's FortuIe", Burt, .l888. Vo]. I 'No. I I , Boys' Home Li brarY Seri es .

(paperback)

24. THE TRIALS OF BERNARD BROOKS

A. The Quaker, Vo1s. l-6, 0ct., .I897 too
April, iggS (by Arthur Lee Putnam)
B. Reseri aI i zati on of the ori gi na'l ser-
ial ization of, "A Bad Lot", Argosy, Vol.
17, Nos. 569-58.l, 0ct. 21 ,I893 to Jan.
20, I 894.

25. UP THE LADDER; 0R, HARRY t,lALT0N'S
SUCCESS

A. Young Israel, VoI. 4, Nos. l-.l2, Jan.
to Dec. 1 874.
B. 0ri gi nal Seri al i zati on ti tl e of "Ri se
From the Ranks; ol", HarrY t,{alton's
Success", Loring, .l874.

I{AKE YOUR PLANS NOl,l FOR THE 7973 HAS

|vlAY 11 rHRU rHE 13rH,

FIing toiuimieti

Young Explorer
#

ffered by: Dick Seddon
4 Edgewater Place
ldi nchester, Mass . 01890

Con't on page 5

CONVENTION INDIANAPOLIS

SEE YOU?

Adrift in N.Y. Don. Fa'ir 2.50
Andy Gordon Don. Fair 2.50
Bob Burton NYB Good 2.00
Bound to Rise Goldsmith Good 2.00
Brave and Bold World Good 2.00
Brave and Bold Goldsmith Good 2.00
Do & Dare World Fair 2.00
Facing the World Goldsmith Good 2.00
Franki Campaign World Good Z.AA
From Canal Boy to Pres. S&S Good 5.00
Hectors Inheritance Don Good 2.50
Herbert Carters Leg. NYB Good 2.04
Jacks Ward NYB Good 2.00
Joes Luck Hurst Good 4.00
Julius The Street Boy Sup. Fair .l.00

On'ly an Iri sh Boy Don. Good 4.00
0n1y an Irish Boy Hunst Good 4.00
nalbh Raymonds Heir Hurst Good 4.00
Sink or Swim SuP. Fair 2.00

igging For Gold
riven From Home

acing The WorId
In A New l,lorld
ack's Ward
ulius the Street
pert's Ambition

rt Coverdale's

he Store Boy
truggl ing Upward
trong & Steady

WESTERN BOY

t,{ins-Lib. good 6.00
Mershon comp.

Fair- 3.50
Burt Good 2.50
Hurst Good 2.75
Winston Good 3.50

Boy Hurst Good 2.50
t,'lins-Lib. Good 8.50

.Sup. Good 5.00
Winston Exc. 4.00
Hurst Good 3.00
|{inston Good+ 3.25
Winston Exc. 3.75
Carl eton Fa'ir I00.00
Thompson
& Thomas Good 40.00
Winston Fair 3.00

-4-



BOOK MART CON'T FROM

Dick Seddon Con't.
t 'ng and Steady
'f!rY TeI egraph Boy
Tom The Bootb'lack
Tom The Bootblack
Tony The Hero
Tony The Hero
Try & Trust
The Young Adventurer
The Young Acrobat
The Young Musician
The Young Outlaw
The Young Salesman

0ffered by; Edwin M. Gross
529 CArolina St.
Charleston, hl. Va.

Try and Trust

ocr. Nov. 1972

collections of the Newsboy from issue #1.

*******************
l,le are pleased to announce another LIFE

MEMBER. Robert Banks, PF-253. Bob ioined
the HAS September 

.1968 
and has been an active

HAS pusher ever since.
*******************

Any member that is interested in LIFE
MEMBERSHIP please check Article I, Section l,
B. of the by-Iaws published in the back of the
roster..

*******************
In the Catskill Mountains in August'

Richard Seddon, PF'324, picked up a nice
littte bookrack, hand made for some co]lector'
with hinged ends and a Newsboy burned in on
'each end. tne same newsboy that A.L. Burt
used on the cover of one series of books. He

also picked up and Alger autograph in Boston.
That's pretty good hunting Dick.

******************
PF-A74, John Sul I ivan (Su'lly) picked up
a mint copy of "Joe's Luck", BoYs Home

Library No. I, Vol. l, at the local
University Womens sale for ten cents
(.100). AS you see the finds are still
out there if you look hard enough.
Sully also has one of the few complete

* ***** * *** ***x** *r
ALGER IS IN G00D C0MPANY - from Evelyn Grebel

PAGE #4

Don
NYB

Hurst
Trade
Burt
Burt
NYB

Don
Hurst
Don
NYB

Hurst

Fai r
Good
Good
Good
Fai r
Good
Good
Fai r
Good
Good
Good
Fai r

3.00
2.00
5.00
4.00
4.00
5.00
2.00
2.00
5.00
2.00
2.00
4.00

Adrift in The City Wins.
The Young Bank Messenger t,'lins.
Facing The l^lorld Hurst
Phil The Fiddler Hurst
Risen from The Ranks Hurst
The Young Adventurer NYB

Struggf ing Upward NYB

Burt

2531 I

Fai r
il

il

il

ll

ll

It

ll

1.25
1.25
1.25
1.25
1.25
1.25
I .25
1.25

NOTES ABOUT MEMBERS

l{e were pleased to learn that PF-004, Ed.
Levy, was presented with the Boston Univer-
sity Law School Centennial Award. This is
given annually to an alumnus who received
his degree at least 50 years before the
ceremony. Inscribed on the p'laque is
"Awarded for over 50 years of distinguished
service to the 1ega1 profession".
Congratulations Ed.

Ed also obtained a mint copy of "THE NUGGET

FINDERS" published in .1894 by John F. Shaw,
London. This is a reprint of "In A New
l,lorl d" publ i shed i n Ameni ca i n 1893 . Ed

also says: "Interesting to me, in addition
to the novel is the multi-color picture on
the front cover, British Edition. Since
Multi-color printing wasn't available
until after ]895, it is marvelous to see
how well such work was handled manua'|1y."

3. Hawthornr C. Daniel.
4. Meh"ilie. D. Hernran.
5. Dreiser. E. Theodore.
O. Mitrhcll. F. Lloyd.
?. Duma-s. G. Emile.
8. Z<,li,. II. Horatio.
9. Alger. I Charlotte.

10. Douglrrs. J. Nathaniel,
11. Hardy, K. Thomas.
.t2. Defoe. L- John.

'3-3r'>l-lrI-or'tr-6'r-8'v-r
.a_9 .g-g .q, .f-8 .I_z .,I-I ;rraArssv

Four expressioru of art nouueau in booh
design and illustration: at far left Cinder-

ella is off to the ball in her rent-a-coach,
and title page of Evalina is framed in typi-

cal floral tracery. Couer af John A. Symond,s
In the Key of Blue is an early effort (1893)

of Charles Richetts, prominent English de-
signer from 1889 to 1914, who displays here

the limp "whiplash" motif uithout the
sinister excrescences that Beardsley de-

. liehted in. At right, art nouueou's tendrils
11 eit*ined euen that f our-square American, I i
ll the Horatio Alger hero. lllt

IVIT \TORIi

ilIatch Authors)
Names Coruectly

M'#J':,:,1";,:,in ff:l
name. But can you match the-
Iast name of t.ar ir of rhe lamous
writers Isted beiow -.*ith his or
her correct first rame, listed al-
phabetically? Try it.
1. Galsworthy. A. Alexandre.
3. Bronte. B. Margaret.
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VICE-PRESIDENT' S COLUMN

JOE JEFFERSON

A REAL ALGTR CHARACTER

bq jactz bale,s

One of the characters who makes a brief
appearance in Rupert's Ambition is a man
named Joe Jefferson. Unknown to many peop'le,
this was a real person, a famous actor whose
most prominent role was that of Rip Van
Winkle in the play of the same name.

Joe Jefferson was born in Ph'iladelphia
in 1829, and since his entire family was
associated with the acting profession, Joe's
earliest memories were those of a theatrical
nature.

In 0ctober of .I842, the Jefferson family
moved to Mobile, Alabama, as the theater
season there was iust beginning. Since Joe's
father was the scenic artist of the Company,
as weli as the theater's comedian, he had
to aruive at a somewhat earlier date than the
rest of the performers. However, two weeks
after their arrival in Mobile the man died
of yellow fever, leaving Joe without a father
at the age of thirteen.

Although Mrs. Jefferson tried to support
her family without her husband, she found it
necessary to open a boarding house in Mobile
(in true. A'lger fashion).

But since it is impossible for me to
detai'l his who'le life, I will skip over most
of it and stop in'1859, the year when he be-
came determined to write "Rip Van l,linkle".
(Incidental'ly, Hal McCuen, PF-096, said that
the Mansfie'ld 0pera House opened with Joe
Jefferson p'layi ng the l ead rol e i n thi s Pl ay. )

Jefferson conceived of the idea of the
play when he was reading Irving's book, the
Life and Letters of Washington Irving. In it
Tilving men'[Tons-now ffi's style
of acting" This prompted the actor to reread
"R'ip Van hlinkle" trying to see if he could
work the story into a play.

Although not an instant success, the
play gradually became more and more well-
known, until each performance attracted
sell out crowds, in countries all over
Europe as well as in the United States. One

of the play's circu'its was in the vi"l'lage of
Catskill, the town according to irving where
the twenty yearincident took p1ace.

Oioting from The Autobiography of
Joesph' Jefferson, -An amaiT-inferesti ng

0cT. N0v. 1972

book that is filled with anecdotes about the
actor's ljfe, Joe has this to say about one of
the performances: "As i drove to the theate.
the rain came down in torrents, the thunderr.-,
rolled and the lightning played around the
peaks of the distant mounta'ins under the very
shadow of which I was to act the p1ay. It
gave me a very strange sensation. hlhen I got
to the theater I could scarceiy get in, the
crowd was so great about the door - countrymenul vwg wqJ Jv Yl gg L qwvu u urrg uvvl vvull uI JrrrLrr
trying to get into the ticket office instead of
the proper entrance, and anzious and incredulousd
ladies endeavoring to squeeze past the door-
keeper but refusing to give up their tickets.
The rush over, the p'lay began. The audience
was intent on the scene as it progressed, and
seemed anxious not to lose a word. During the
scene in the last act where Rip inquires of
the inn-keeper, 'Is this the village of Failing
lrJater?' I altered the text and substituted the
correct name, 'Is this the village of Catskill?'
The crowded house almost held its breath. The
name of the vi'l'lage seemed to bring the scene
home to every man, woman, and child that was
looking at it. From this time on the interest
was at its full tension. Surely I had never
seen an audience so struck with the play before.

Joe Jefferson died in 1905. A'lthough his
book naturally does not record this, I feel- -that Joe must have been quite content with t)ie
way he passed h'is life, for the book has th'is
gentle and peaceful conclusion: "I am sitting
hene upon the fragment of a broken wheel; the
wood is fast decaying, and the iron cogs are
rusting in their age. It is as old as I am,
but wi'l I I ast much l onger. Most 1 i kely i t
be longed to some old mill, and has been here
in idlemess thFough generations of the crows;
it must have done good service in its day,
and if it were a sentient sheel perhaps 'it
would feel the comfort in o1d age of having
done its duty.

0ver my head the gray arms of two I ive-
oaks stretch their limbs, and looking down
into the rav'ine I see the trees are arched as

though they canopied the aisle of a cathedral;
and doubtless they stood here before the
bu'il der of ihe m'il I was born. Behi nd a fal I en
tree there stands another; and on the trunk,
from where I sit, I plain]y see the initials
of my wife's name, cut there by me on some

romantic b'irthday many years ago. I,rIe live
here still, and it is 1ega11y recorded in the-
archives of the parish that this place belo
to us; and so'it does, iust as it d'id to thE-
man that built the mill.

Con't on page #7
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Con't from page #6

And yet we are but tenants. Let us assu, 'selves of this, and then it will not be so
hrra to make room for the new administration;
for shortly the great Landlord wi1'l give us
notice that our lease has expired."

^.rr- 
,';:r:"ffx':1r,

ALGER TILE $2.00Frame $s. so
Namr Pl ate $l .00
"I 00" Cl ub pl ate Free
A1 ger Pri ce Li s t $2. OO

"Dan The Newsboy Picture $5.00
Send check to: Carl T.

Hartmann , 4907 Al I i son Dr.
Lans i ng, Mi . 489.l 0 - Pl ease
make checks payable to Horatio
Al ger Soci ety.

I st'i I I have some A'l ger
bottl es for sal e. The pri ce i s

$1Z.OO post paid. If you would
I i ke one send your check to

\,, Carl Hartmann. Returnal be for
f ul I ref u nd i f not sat'i sf i ed.

NOV. L972

FROM RALPH

f want to telI you is that in
the next issue of Newsboy we'll have a very
imporLant announcement. We sti11 haven't benn
given the green light to break the news. But
I can promise you that it will delight every
H.A.S. member, whether collector, librarian
or bookseller - WATCH FOR IT:

This has been a busy season for Horatio.
There was a story in a recent N.Y. Times
about the upcoming Horatio Alger Awards that
are given annually. But, surprisingly, the
report described Alger as the story hero who
worked hard and succeeded. I don't know if
thatrs the erroneous information the awards
committee supplied or if it was incorrectly
interpreted thusly by whoever wrote the story.

There was a five-column story, headed
"Readers Regain interest In Horatio Atger
Stories" in the Sunday, September 17th. editior
of the Albany (N.Y.) Times-Union. T"vro of the
columns were filled with a large size repro-
duction of the Hurst edition cover of "Julius
The Street Boy". ftrs the kind of Alger news
article I like to see: informative, correct
and interesting to a wide audience.

American Heritage has just published a
junbo book, "The History of American Business
and Industryr" in which they feature an Alger
illustration. Itts the Street & Smith paper-
back Alger Series cover of "Risen From The
Ranks". In the same section are photos of a
group of classical Alger heroes; John Jacob
Astor, David Sarnoff, Andrew Carnegie, George
Washington Carver and Charl-es Schwab.

Another recent volume, 'rThe Book Collec-
torrs Handbook of Values", by Van Allen Bradlel
(published by Putnam) lists forty-four Alger
titles among its 15,000 rare American and
English books printed since 1800. Horatio is
also represented under the listings for Arthur
Lee Putnam and Julian Starr.

This long roster seems to further under
line the currently increasing popularity of
Horatio's stories. Bradley used my "Road to
Success; The Bibliography of the Works of
Horatio A1ger" as the reference source for his
Alger section (giving it good plugs in a few
different places).

REMINDER: Watch for
Newsboy!

the big
t:!::!-7- in next monthrs

Alger news
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tilit SPItlEl{ Il:acB
by .Forrest Cai.,pbeIl

Tatrin;' the riberty, or tjre risk of
coining a d.ifterent sperrin, cl a1t ex-
pressicn r*nici:. ita.s beeri hiinCed *(:1m ily
word. of mouth :.roxi otle .enerati_or:. to iin-
c.rtlier, I use the above hetirtiqi r,{rich is
ncre likery to resenhie t}:e i,,.itonetic
sound. rather t.tran tiie co'..rect sper-1ir){!'o

[he origin of tiie above expressi_on is
actuarty unlceour te tlre nriter, but I
irave been lct te beli-evc that it is a
contracti.on of the orprcssisn "Thespirit an{ tirc i-Bng'Gn', ,Ibe iritent of
the expression, as hand-ed d.errn to me and
IIIy ganeratien, uas to sr.4;6est o renark-
able rcsemb1arr.ce between two p.rople, for
cxe^upIc father arrd. scuo l;cw it nay be
tnra that tirey resemble each otirer in ap-
per.rancc but they couli be sonewlrat {if-
fercnt in spj.rit and actle.rn. This is net
d.ifficult to r:a{crstand. si-nce it i-s often
sail tnat ve faver our fatirer in s*me re-
spects a.ni eur mother in ether respects.

tsut a child usualllr d.evclops with a
spirit ar:d. ina6e of lris or,rn and. it 1s un-
fair te juCge a^n ind.iviCual by the spirit
er i$ag'c ef either parent, r$ expect tlre
chill to follcw in the foetsteps cf cith.er
parento It ls alsc unfair to create eur
ou:a verslon j:r Cescribirg' the ima6;e of an-
rtltcr persca. liic prouC. father and. the
loving'mether sees only the good. in their
chikl, er what thci-r child eould be under
tiioir calc, and. ere qulck to defend" anC
justify eny or ail of thc child.rs actieaeo

It ig sr with tne llyal ir.Cmirers ef
Boretie Alger Jr.. It is net so with tha
up and. ceming yourlg eolumnists, or self-
stylel critics. Si-ncc an accurir.te ic-
scripticn of eur here is not possible {ue
te a lack ef authentic biog'raphicel
sketches, tha yeung' critics must rely up-
cn rwrr.r6 and tlle biaseC opiniens of
rthcr critics whr:rn tlrey freely quete r*ith
rut eonsulting autheritative seurces guch
as our Ueratio lrlger Scciety.

Often, ta uake }ds ima5e more laeliev-
abLe aceerting' to ted.ayrs stand.aris they
ail tc }r.is im*i.6'e so that tire rcad-er will
be rcminCeti of someo!.e who i.s Imeun to
he.ve a shiuiy character. [his practice is
seii to give prestigc tc the uritcr and.
build. circulatirs for the publicetirn.
Ant thc lryel e.tmi363 is just as quick to
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iofeni the cheracter of eur hero. IIe will
make avery effert possible tc aC.d. 6oeC re- ,
pert in builting' a compietc new imege. *'\-/
Can a leepari eirange his spots? tiueting
the bibie, St. luke 12:25 ',And which rf yru
taking theught can cdd. to hj.s stature oae
cubit?tt Ar3r ncu i:ne6'e cf a persen we ed.-
mirc or d.etest shculC be qucstl.nedo llc
cnnnot ad.d te the inage ef a,rqr person. We
can ouly tzy tc preeent tlic tmc i.mage.
The tmest ine6'e tha.t we heve at eur iis-
pesal is feuna in the numcreus alger stor-
ice uhj-ch centcin m.re pcrsenrl observa-
ticae tban thc ieveted. resd.ers realizc,
ali ef coursG tnis ssurce of iafe:emeticn
is byprssel by trre critic who rmrst ereato
his intcrpret*tion of thc Alger image bc-
fore tho d.eaClinc ef hie publieetioa.

Ferhrps thc mest rmfair inegc ef aLl is
the "rag's tc richestt imagc. the refercace
has bcen arourrl for so leng thrt the i^upli-
eetira has becomc la6iono Scratir tells,
story aftcr story, hei* to rehieve e le,stingll
hcnerable success by aicpting thc right wey,
ani evoili.ng the pitfalLs rf thc wtong wey.
Thc basic fomule ef his nu&eroua succcss
storice was the eontxast of chsracters. thc.
hero, or the prineiplel y.un€ ma,E, vcrsus \-/
thc butly, er tha unprinciplci ani often
uneiuertei street bty, rr thc eristocratie
y.ung man rf a rural villlrgc r*hose enly
ticket to success l,ra a rich father,

f,n sueh cratrasts of character it uas the
spirit rather than the inegc rn uh:ich l{rretio
bascd, his nrlcs for guarenteel success. ft
is truc tha.t tnc A16'er bcm priicd. hi-use1f
in his eppG&rance enl his hebits, but hi.s
imege ehne wag not r 6rrerrntec rf thc sueecss
hc d.eeirGd.. Flr cxamplc thc young clerk in
the Sev York sterc or office nho spent ncst
rf his t:oney on flaslqr ohtiring end. aogt of
his tlmc in an iec crcrm rr billart prlrr,
Im.s so rftcn left behini while .ur ycunt
hem r.rcnt rn to succcssc l*riIe thc feskirn-
ebrc young' clerk, er the rural eristocrat
was the imago rf suecess he fell far short
of measurir:6'up whcn it eome time to ba
seriously coneiderei for e prrmcticn.

Tirere are instances in the *lger stories
r,rhen the yeun6 aristccret or the bul1y r+as
heai.ei fcr success, but only after e refcrrn-
aticn ef his cha.racter ani en ae-justment in v
his appcer&rree. In the nany herees Alger
created. I baee my pereorlel cpinirn en his
Spirit and" his imag'c, or his Spitten Image"
(Copyrigtrtl Fcrreet CampbelL, L972)
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