
TI

1832 - 1899

VOLUME XXXI

lOBI 10 ILGII SOCII Y

A magazine devoted to the study of Horatio Alger, Jr.,
hIS life, works, and influence on the culture of Americ...

JULY-AUGUST 1993 NUMBER 4

In search of Horatio Alger!
-- See Page 3

Porter and Coates
Algers -- Part II

-- See Page 9

THE ROVER BOYS
AT SCHOOL

... Again) Again and Again

ARTHUR M. WINFIELD
.V'J'UO. OJ" "'TH aoyu »oY' OK T,," OCI:Aff.u "TH'S .OVU

JtQl'. ~lf 1'". JOI(O&.I," "T!R iU.JtUfO 11'" 110.","
"IIY f'LtUCIC, '-0'1' LUe.at.... &T'C.

-- See Page 12



Page 2 NEWSBOY JUly-August 1993

HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY

Presitfent's co{umn To furtlter tlte philo ophy ofHoratio Alger, Jr. and to encol/rage
ti,e spirit ofStrive and SI/cceed that for Italfacentury guided Alger'
l/lldarlllted heroes - lads whose struggles epitomized the great
American dream andflamed Iteroideal ill countle s mil/ionsofyol/ng
Americans.
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The date for the 1994 Horatio Alger ociety conven­
tion have now b en determined. The con ntion will
tak place pril 2 through May 1, 1994, near rand
Rapid, Michigan. Our convention host, hris 0 Haan
(PF-773), i now working on group rate for a hotel and

ther arrang ments. Additional convention information
will b publi h d in future i u of ewsboy.

I recently had the plea ure of meting Dr. Carol
ack noff, who is a ociated with Swarthmore 011 g

located in warthmore, Penn ylvania. arol i an a oei­
ate prof or in the 0 partm nt of P litical i nc and
ha ju t written a book relating to Horatio Alger. The
b k i titl d "Th Fictional Republic: Horatio Alg rand
the American Political Oiscour "and will be publi hed
thi fall by xford Univ r ity pre . Th bo k inv ti­
gates and interpret the literary formula of Horatio
Alg r in American p litic . I wa very impr ed with

arol' knowl dgeofAlgerandalsoh rfinebookcollec­
tion and r arch mat rial. Information about arol'
book (and how to order a copy) will app ar in upcoming
i u f ewsboy.

At the mo t r c nt convention Brad Cha (PF-412)
pre nt dare olution t d t rmine th fea ibility of
e tabli hing an Alger repository. The repo itory would
b d dicat d to pr erving example of Alger' work
and would b acce ible by curr nt and future collector
and r archer. Thi repo itory would be ideally 10-
at d in an aIr adye tabli h d univer ity library or oth r
ducational institution. The re olution committ ha

f rwarded to m the nam of 21 potential ite that I will
contact to gauge th ir intere t.

I find the idea of a p rmanent location for the coil c­
tion and tudy of the works of Horatio Alg r very appeal­
ingand worthy of our effort . Imagine a library,oratl a t
a portion of a library, dedicated to the tudy of Alger and
hi impact on our culture filled with bo ks, periodical,
articl , hort tories, letter and other phemera acce -
ible to anyone intere ted in th writing of Horatio

Alger. Th r olution committee will report it finding,
and any r commendati n , at th annual bu in me t­
ing at ne t year' convention. I will, of cour , inform th
m mb r hip of our progr during th n xt everal
month .
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In search of Horatio Alger!
by Ralph D. Gardner (PF-053)

It i urpri ing that -- although his name ha become
an Am rican colloquiali m and in 19 2 a po tage tamp
wa i u d to comm morate th e quicentennial of hi
birth' -- r lati ly few, in th waning day of the
Tw nti th ntury, know actly who Horatio Alger
wa . Ind d, ther are many who, them Ive u ing hi
nam to de cribe om one' wift ri e from humble
b ginning t ucc , ar n t ur that h ven e isted!

Wh n lecturing on Alger -- gen rally to univer ity
cla in Am rican lit ratur r Am rican studi -- I
oft n tart b a king: Who wa Horatio Alger?

Thr frequ nt, incorrect r plie ar : A po r boy who
through hard w rk, brav rand h n ty, gr w up t
b com a ri h man; the her f a long s ri f adventure
tal s; a p n-nam u d b harle Dicken .

1et m a""ur ou that Horatio 1ger, Jr. -- hued th
Juni r thr ugh ut hi long ar r -- \ a the real nam of
a real per on.2 Although h ranks am ng our nation'"
b tiling author, it 1 anI in r nt year that hi
uncompli at d thrill rs hav r c iv d .eriou amina­
ti nand und r tanding. . a pi\otal ph n m non pa-
ratin hea il moraliz d, dida tic r from the eri
featuring ~p tacular inv nti n f an indu trialized
n w ra, Alg r' writing 1 now appr ciated a a bona
fid d v lopment in liter tur f r young r ader .

A up r al man f r th reat Am rican Dream,
from ivil War day until th tum f th century, hi
prolific p n turned out mar than 100 melodramatic
rag -t -ri h tal with t r otyp d hero and uch
aHit rati titl a "Frank and F arle ," "Rough and
R ady" and" uck and Plu k." Alth ugh th ir gr ate t
popularity had cr t d b th year of World War I,
g n rati n f boy -- and many girl -- b ught, bor­
row d and wapp d th m. Public librarie filled hel e
with th m. Th y wer award d a chaoI priz , mini ­
ter r mmend d th m fr m pulpit and, unlik bl od­
and-thund r dim nov 1 with lurid cene of fr ntier
vi lence, Ig r' tori could brad in th parlor.3

Alger had b n a ickly child, hi h alth affected by
a thma thr ughout hi lif. till, h wa a Phi B ta Kappa
graduat f Harvard wh r , a a tud nt of Henry
Wad w rth Longf llow, I r b ame hi profe or'
di cipl and he actually tarl d out to b a poet.4

H work d a a tach r, a new pap rman and later
tra I d through Europ a a corr pondent for th
Bo ton Tran cript and th ew York un. R j ct d by

Editor' note: Tlti article prevIOusly appeared III tlte Spring 1987
Issue of Manuscript (Vol. XXXIX, No.2), publlslted by Tlte
Manu cript SocIety.

~ 0 "0
IS ~ 9

The title page from "Ragged Dick," published by A.K.
Loring in 1868. This is the book that established
Alger's reputation as a bestselling author.

th Union Army for ivil War r ic ,5 he b cam a
mini ter on ape C d.6

Although even of hi b k had b n i u d in
1 57, it wa when -- in 1 6 -- h ob rv d th plight of

ew York' hamel n w bo and b tblac that h
wr te "Ragged Dick." Publi hed in 1 6 , it creat d a

nation, tting th patt m f r ery other b k he
wrot .

F Hawing "Ragged Dick'" tra rdinary ucc , a
ri of novel quickly follow d and Iger's publi h r,

Aaron K. Loring, call d him "th d minating figur f
our n w ra. In hi book h ha aptur d the pirit f
r born merica.Theturmoilofth tr t i inth m.You
an hear the rattl of pail on th farm. bo alt y u can

hear the cry of triumph f th oppr ed over th oppr -
or. What Alger ha don i t P rtray th ul -- th

ambitiou oul u of the country."
The Horatio Alg r h r -- ab ut 15 ar old a tori

b gan -- wa the son of a widowed moth r or an orphan
(Contillued all Pa e 5)
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and film .
r ab tract for paper

****

U ts and id ntilie ov r 1000 ditions of Ih
lIardy Boy It 1-40, publi h 'd belw n 1927 and 191>1,

by du t jack I and book vaneli

'(JU' you call leI/ exactly which prilllillg you have!

n, product of live year r sear h An we~

n arly ev"rylhing you wanled 10 know about the
llardy Boys (ormats, but were afraid to a k.

OHsct print don 60_ paper. 100 pa!\es, SW' x 8W'.
Bound in handsome leath rette cover.

THE BAYPORT COMP 10
A Hardy Boys Bibliography

'* * * * *

'.Etlitors note6oot

Thi i u i th cc nd produced with a new hi h­
re olution la r printer. You/Il notice the t p i much
harp r. Ithough thepreviou r 0lutionat300d t per

inch "a more than acceptable, a 600 dpi la r printer
all w much m r fl ibility in th u f typ fac and

raphic el ment .
To take advanta of thi increa d imag r olution

we intend to tart e p rimenting with direct can of
ph t graph lat r thi fall or wint r. Up t now, w /v
had ur photo ngra ed I wher and compo ited
manuall nto th fini h d P g . Direct anning, hop ­
fully, will allow mor fl ibility in utilizing our d . ktop
publi hing ftwar t it ma imum capabiliti ..,. M
goal remain. th ame a it wa when taking 0 r the
edit r/ job tw y ar ago: to mak ew boy a publica­
tion f which the Horatio Alg r ociety will be proud.

A ou r ad thi / the racu niv r ity mp lum
f r Dim vel/Pulp and Serie B oks will ju t hav
c nclud d. If ou mi cd it, y u have anoth r opp rtu­
nity to dip into academia n t pring at th annual j int
onf r nc f the Am ri an ultur A ociati nand

Popular ultur A. ociation. The date: priI6-9/1994.
The place: hicago' Palm r Hou , n f Am nca/
grand ld h t I that ha re ently und r one an e t n-
iv r n vati n.

Kathie n h mberlain(PF- 74)a i tantpr f s. rof
ngli hat mory & Henry 11 ge in Emor / a., i th

ar a hair for the A AlP A' etion n dim nov I /
pulp and ri b ks. For more information, e the
blurb n Pa 14, foil wing R c u. m he' article
on th Rov r Bo s which, incid ntall , wa pr ent d a
a pap r at th 19 3 A AlP A onfer nc in ew r­
I an. r you can call Kathie nat (703) 944-4542.

Like th yra u Uni r it ymp ium, th A I
P i acad mically oriented rather than c 11 tor-ari-
nt d. Y / th r will be opportunih to do orne

b khunting (although you will find hicago 1 n t a
g od city from r a on t find Alger or boy , and
girl / ri bo ks), but th main b nefit from uch a
c nf r nc i t I am more about th b ks w 011 cl
and th ir author.

Th A AlP of ren aloe r all area of
popular cultur / including film / radio and tel i j n;
folk ultur ; ad rli ing and mark ting; plu oth r area
lik American literature and poetry, port / women/
tudi / r ligion, g ography, language and uch p­

cializ d fi Id a world/fair /World War II, the Vi mam



JUly-August 1993 NEWSBOY Page 5

In search of Horatio Alger!
(Continued from Page 3)

of my teriou background. Wh ther a city waif or a
country boy, after a couple of chapters he found himself
adrift on the cobbled stre ts of lower Broadway with only
a few cent in hi pocket. But he was ambitious and
agerly acc pt d menial work. From the beginning he

had enemie ; street-comer ruffians, a drunken guardian,
waggering nob plus a ho t of other evil-doer.

He soon performed a courageous de d, pulling a
child from th path of a runaway hor , rescuing an
elderly gentleman from being andbagged and robbed,
diving into th East River to save a life or flagging down
a p eding train. He returned lots of 10 t wallet and
jewelry.

In appr ciation, h wa rewarded with a better job,
oft na aclerkinhi n wbenefactor' office.Atthi point
he wa introduced to hi employer' daughter -- de­
crib d by Alg r a "win me" and "flirtatious" -- who

found him fa cinating.
Recognizing his initiative and shrewdness, he wa

nt upon a hazardous journey that tested his grit and
detective kill . He fac d a variety of peril , during th
COUf of which h m t om one who h lp d 01 th
puzzle of hi past. The mi sion was always a triumph,
and he achi ved olid middle-cla re p ctability by th
time he r ached 18. There wa the inevitable joyou
ending, often with the mortgag d home tead natched
from the c1utche of a cheming village squire and en-
mi catt red in di array.7

T on -time youth who are now well along in year ,
Alg r' name tic r coll ction of go d old day long
pa t. They recall rattling good, uncomplicated tales that
left them f eling warm and happy in Alger' fixed w<?rld
of order, ecurity and eventual pro perity.

But critics carp d that Horatio Alger wa an over­
rated fraud. That h mi led young ter , probably cau ­
ing many who tood up to the neighborhood bully to
wind up with a bloody no e. orne believe Alger 0

frightened reader with tal of mortgage foredo ure
that million grew up fearful of mortgage, although
th y didn't really know why they wer afraid, or what
they w re afraid of.

ther complain that his her ucceeded more by
luck than by ability. And th Yw re money-mad, claimed
Paul alHco, pointing ut that the e gallant lad never
av dapoorman'sdaughter.SauIBellow ugge tedthat

"Alg r had a potent me age; that worldly a cetici m
lead to capitalistic uccess."

Concerning his admittedly meager talent, Ru el
rou e call d th se storie "literary murder." e erthe­

Ie , a ew York Times editorial, praising their
"irresistable attraction," call d Alger the "pro e laure-

This Alger inscription from 1892 is the final stanza
of his once-popular poem "Carving a Name."

ate" for young people. We tbrook PegI r denounced
Alger' talwart a "sanctimoniou little heels." But
Heywood Broun r commended the e " impIe tale of
hone ty triumphant." WilHam L. Shir r, in hi m moir ,
recalled finding"Alger' books a con tant delight. W
youngsters read them avidly. They became our gospe!."

Th historian Stewart Holbrook de crib d th m a
"the mo t influential tripe ever publi hed in thi coun­
try." My own favorite comment come from
Behrman. Redi covering an Alger novel he had cher­
i hed years before, he simply declared,"I don't know any
comparable reading experience. It is like taking a show r
in heer innoc nc ."

evertheless. some criticism is ju tified. Alger was a
loppy writ r, primarily becau h u ually wrote two or

three stori at the ame time. He mad many error,
mi placing character; ometime having them di ap­
pear from one narrative to unexplainedly r app ar in
an th r.

But Alger wa c1umsie t when it cam to romance, a
ubject about which he knew nothing, and which he

generally avoided. When inadvertently bru hing up
against intimacy, he b came entangled in doubIe- nten­
dre that, even in hi day, mu t have rai ed eyebrow .

For in tance, when the hero of "Tom TempI' a-
reer" wa the gu t of Mis Imogen Da nport, h
declared: "1 want to how you ome engraving !" A few
sentence lat r Alg r confided that "Imogen laid h r lf
out to entertain him, and at all event, succ ded in
monopolizing his attention." And a Mis P ndleton, an
aged spinster in "Sink or wim," wa about to tart a
vacation, the author reveal d that h I ok d forward to
the kind of "intercour e which'her mode of ill for many

(Continued on Page 6)
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tation, "Athen in th Tim of ocrat "( ubmitt d
under the pen name th nac u , but h later wr te hi
own name on th co r), and an th r Bowdoin entr in

r k, "The tate f Athen B f r th gi lati n of
Ion" (which h ign d"B Z ta, a M mb r of the

Junior la "). In hi nior ar, 1 52, h wr t an
ngli h oration on" ic ro' R turn fr m Bani hm nt."
. Tho e king H rati Alg r manu cript material

w.Ill fare b t pur uing I tt r h wrote to publi h r ,
fn nd , other author and repli to orr pond n
from adoring reader .

T~ mo t e t n i e group i at th H my . Hunting­
ton Library. Mo t of the ar addre ed to Irving Blak ,
a young journali t for wh m Alg r obtain d a j b at the

ew York Tribune. Th includ v ral dozen om -
tim . rambling I tt r writt n r a fi - ar p riod,
tartmg April 7, 1 94, wh n Blak wa 16 year Id. H r

ar orne random b r ati n. and r p rt facti iti
e tracted from letter of ari u dat :

"1 have twice aI/ended the Bo tOil theatre, delIVered apoem
before the Women' SlIffra e Leaglle and went to two enter­
tainlllellt ill atick... II MO/Iday lIigM, ill Waltham, Igave
a talk /Ilter per ed with read/llg from' Ragged Dick'...Amollg
lI,e alldimce were abollt100 boys. Olle lIIet lIIe on the treelthe
ne~1 day and aid 'Yer done good la t evenill'. Whm are yOIl
gOIll to lecture agalll?' What ratifies lIIe mo t I that boy,
throllR/1 I Tallgers, eem to regard lIle a a per ollal frll?lld.

"~new ame called 'Allthor' will be i . lied by the U.S.
Playlllg Card COlllpallY, ill Cillcilllrati, in the fall. I alii in it.
I h~ve I?IIt thelll my photo rapll, nil/elI WIll appear...A boy
write mefrom aGeorgia college that IIley have Illy book' in lI,e
library. < •

"/twa coldherethi momillg,ollly18de reesat70'clock.
llowever~ w~ keep the hou e Wllrtll alld cOlllfortable...The
cOlllltn; IS 1111 pleasal/t. Lookillg Ollt the willdow I ee on the
lot adjoillill a hllndred oak and walllllt tree. The leave are
begillllill, to challge color. Every day a few c1lildren appear
whom we allow to pick lip the nllt that have fallen ...AIready
lI~e flavor ofThallk givil/g tllrkey call be wltedfrom the near
dl tallce. We make more ofthefe·tival ill ew En lalld Ihan ;',

ew York.
"1 re~eived aletterfron., {John Town elldl Trowbrid ea day

or Iwo slIl.ce. He report hIm elfwell mId Ilappy, 'thollgh in IIi
.eullty-fir t year....[al oOllelfr0m Edward S. Elli ,who eem
to be hard at work a 11 lIal...He I working on hi history and
doe COli iderable be ide. I hOllld think thi wOllld eventually
break him dOl/I, but he i very stron and robu t and not at all
nerooll .. .! ellvy Elli hi ability to work. My brain i very

III gi h at pre en/.
"111 the. ovem~er. is ue ofMcClure's there i an article by

Mark Twa III , but It I not up to hi 'Innocent Abroad.' We
don'~ improve a we row older.. .! hear II/at Edward Bok, ofthe
Ladle Home Journal, ha overworked, and i fee1il/g the
effect '. He i only thirty-time. Iwi h youl1lay be as IIcce< ifu/.

In search of Horatio Alger!
( Ollt III lied from Pa e 5)

, i1r<, ha r nd red impracticable."
n wonder what b came of the manu cript of

I r' r lic f the ga lit ra, b cau e virtuall none ha
d t the pre ent da. ne e planation i that, a
th m w r fir t erializ din w ekl tory pap r ,
u to~aril d liver d in tallment precariou Iy

pr hme, pag w r di id d among a numb r
tt r wh ,upon fini hin ach heet, let it fall to

th n r t b wept away.
Th . only i ling Alg r manu cript of a complete

n~v I I an attempt at adult fiction that wa eith r put
a Id b th author or reject d by the publi her. Tit! d
" ab I P rker," it came to light in 1961, when I wa
d in r ar h on my bi raph -bibliography, "Horatio

Ig r; r, Th American H ro Era." I found it in a
'nv mou ,diml -lit nev York loft wh r the archi e of
tr t & mith -- whi h had b n ab orb d into th

nde a tor anizati n -- tr tch d in ndle lane of
I tac and fil cabin t .

I \\'a arching f r idenc to link Iger' po thu-
m u v ork to the ph nomenal Edward Stratem r
wh -- d ribing him If a Ig r' literary e ecutor-­
b tw n 1 00 and 1 0 creat d fr m Ig r' note and

utlin 11 tit! that carried Horati Alg r' b lin ,
f II \"'ed b th n tation, " omplet d b rthur M.
\ infi Id."8

I t me try to hare with ou m thrill of thi di overy.
Fr rna du ty f Id r I pull d th " ab I Parker" manu­
s ript; 203 hand-written heet , di ided into e en pack­

t .. Ar und ach, Alger affi d a band of paper in crib d
\I Ith th chapt r numb r and hi name. Mo t of th
contain dab ut 30 he t, 11 f them fill d with 2 lin

f mall, fine cript.
Th urator, a tr t & mith taff memb r call d

fr m retir m nt to 0 er th fil, told m ther had
b n th r manu ript, but h wa in truct d to di ­
card th m, along with oth r r cord that had been judged
.. rthl .

"But I held on to thi on ," h aid."I wa ure m
da it might m an mething to m one."

The" abel Parker" manu ript i now in yracu
niv r it' eorg r nt R arch Library, the r p i-

t r f th tr et & mith coli ction.
m f Iger' arli t e i ting manu cript ,writt n

a cla proj ct at Har ard, ar at the univ r ity'
H ught n Library. In 1 50 h produc d a pap r titl d
"Oi qui iti n on the Immortality f B ot Sole" and a

r ek ver i n of Lac y' "Addr in Behalf of th
r k." Th following ar he wrot "The Po try f th

Troubador" and won fir t priz for hi Bowdoin di r-
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A Horatio Alger inscription from 1890. This inscription, written in verse, is composed of the titles of six of
Alger's best-known books.

"lIm't' \fOLI ,eell LOlli a May Alcott', letter in Ladie
Home Journal? Her idea' abollt the hereafter were original
and pecllllllr he st'ems to beliC1.'£, ill a erie ofexi te/lce, (on
earth, probably), a/ld had an Idea that she had lived before.
What apitl{ she died so oon! hehad no competition a awriter
for girl. There are plenty ofgood writers or boys. Ifthere were
not, I wOllld occliPY a larger field and hal£' more abllnda/lt
sale.

"1 am glad yOIl liked the rgo y tory. I took pecial pain
witII it, a that Ihope to leave agood impre ion on tile reader,
sllOlild that be my last.

"1 wonder, Irving, how it U oliid seem to bea yOllngandfull
oflife and enthusiasm a yOIl are. I wOlildn't dare to go back to
19 again, le t Illy hare ofslIcces should pro1. e to be les tlwn
it has been. Bllt YOIl will have a chance to see a trange neu
lI'Orld with many wonderfill invention and discoverie . If I
llOuld come back 50 year from now probably I .llOlIld feel

bc/wildered ill reading tile ew York Tribuneof1947 edited
by In ing E. Blake, L.L.D. Bllt in another uorld I may have
leamed thing stillmore wonderful."

r th d cad of hi incr dibl popularity, Iger
autograph drat number f b and me f th
till i t. B id the u ual pr ntation., he had two

favorit rh m that h in rib d. Int r tingly, he al-
t r d b th ov r the year. n of th wa:

If 1 would ha e my name endure,
I'll write it in the heart of men

In characters of living light.
Of kindly deed and action wrought,

And the e, beyond the reach of time,
hall live, immortal a my thought.

Thi wa the la t tanza of hi oft n r printed po m,
" arvinga am ."Happ ar dinnum rou p riodical,

ch I r ad r and hom ntertainment r citer . In 1 75
he includ d it in" rand'th r Baldwin' ThanksgIving,"
a coll cti n of 32 p m and ballad .9 ral f thes
wer r gularly perform d at orator c mpetition .

I ha e in m coll ction an arl manu ript draft of
thi poem; it contain one tanza I than the publi hed
v r ion. In it final tanza" f kindly de d "app ar a
" f kindly word " (and it ha al 0 b n noted a "From
kindly d ed "). The phra e"b yond th reach of time" h
originally wrote a "beyond the touch f time."

The cond was comp d f title of ix of hi b

trive and ucceed! The world' temptations flee;
Be Brave and Bold! and trong and Steady be!

hift for Yourself, and pro per then you mu t!
Win Fame and Fortune while you Try and Tru t!

Alger later chang d " hift for Him 1£" -- it wa at
variance with the actual title," hifting for Him If" -- to
another title, the new lin tartin" low and ur."

nticipatin that orne r ad r rna r call a 192
bi graphy, uppo dl ba d up n Alger' diari , I t
m p int out that tho diari n ver i ted ;:md th
narrative, it If, wa acknowled ed by it author to ha e
b en a hoa .10

During the early 19 0 , or anizing material f r m
wn b k, I mad r at eff rt to ontact an n alive

whohadknown Iger.lwa abl t I at thr menwh
pro id d accurate, vivid de cription f hi phy ical
appearance, p r onality and working habits.

Th yincluded Henry Ral t n,aform r tr t& mith
executi who wa the publi h r' ffice boy wh n Alg r
fr qu ntly call d at rmond mith' offic in th 1 0;

ew York 0 mor and Unit d tate nator Herb rt
(Conti/llIed on Page 8)
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In search of Horatio Alger!
( olltilwed from Page 7)

H. Lehman and Lehman' friend, th Hon. wi in t in,
a r tir d dipl mat wh wa th n living in Pari. AIg r
hadb natut rtoEin t inandhi it raboutl ,and
L hman fr qu ntl join d th thr of th m on wal~ or
\i ited in t in' hom when 19 r wa pr nt. ll

Ther \I a a fourth p r on who ould hav h Iped
and, although I aw him almo t e er day f r man
month , J wa. unawar of hi Alger conn tion until J
r ad th lin in a I tter to Ir ing Blak dated 0 .3,
1 96:

" f w da inc I had an hour' talk with on f the
1 ading ditor of th Philadelphia Pre . He i a man of
ab ut 0 and a nativ of atick. H wa h re n a w k'
vacati n. Hi nam i il on Fairbanks."

In 1 42, wh n I wa a cop bo tartmg my own ar r
a an w pap rmanatthe ewYorkTime, r. airban1<s
-- nob d call d him Wil on -- \I a the chief editor on the
national n w c p de k. Ba d upon Aig r' timat of
hi age in 1 96, he wa 76 in 1942. Fairbank wa tall,
gaunt with a walru mu ta he and a h ck of whit hair
that h con tantly pu h d back from hi forehead.

He wa an ira cibl old ntleman, a impati nt with
hi ub ditor a he wa with the cop bo . During ur
ni htl lull, waitin for th first dition to orne ff th
pr ,h at alone -- with leg cr. d and an arm
drap do r the back of hi hair -- glarin bal full out

er the va t Time new r om. Had 1kn wn th n what
my r earch di clo d 20 ar later, J might have ap­
proach d him -- alb it timidl -- and mi ht ha aid,
"Mr. Fairbanks. Tell me about Horati Al r!"

151. R j hon fr m militar er ic wa du to a thma
and p ibly al b cau e Iger' h ight. H wa
barely fiv feet tall.

6. H rati Alg r, Jr. "A Fancy f Her /I /"The Oi ­
agr ableWoman"( wYork:Van 0 trandReinhold,
19 1). F reword by Ralph D. ,ardn r, pp. 7-15. I r
wa mini ter of th Fir t Pari h Unitarian hurch,
Br w t r, ovember 1 64- arch 1 66. H re-
igned aft r b ing accu d b a Church-appoint d com-

mitt f involvement in a homo ual incid nt.
7. For word to" trugglin Upward," op. cit., pp. vi,

II.
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More than Brown Apples!
Porter and Coate Algers Part II

b Bradford . Cha e (PF-412)

The Port r and oat nam i very familiar to Iger
011 ctor and,itbring immediat lytomyminda lea t,

rally nice-qualit boo .
For ampl, I wn th wh Ie 2 -title t of what i

known a th "Brown Appl "format and I have it
display dal n none
bookshelf. Th t al- Iri~ at~~ I
way command th
att ntion of vi itor to my Ig r librar with it beautiful
pine f dark brown and gold with black I tt ring.

Th r ar ight Aig r fir t diti n pr duced in thi
I formatbyP rterand oate withth r maining20

titl r print f b 0 originally publi h d by A.K.
L ring. The were d crib d in detail in Part I of thi
. ur ey f Porter and oat dition appearing in th

ay-Jun 199 i ue of ew boy.
Howev r tho eight titl were not th only fir t

ditions of Ig r' torie that Porter and oat pro-
duc d. Ac ording to B nn ttl, b tw en 1 2 and 1895,
the firm publi h d 15 Algerfir t edition in four different
format. Ea h ofth format i ryattractiv and th y
are boo f bviou high quality, de ign d, I'm ur , to
ntic pur ha b th Y ung r ad r f th day.

The P rt r and Coat firm \I a form din 1 7,2 but
it wa not until 1 2 that it publi hed it initial Alg dir t
dlti n with th r I as that year of "B n's ugg t." A

vari tyof Iger edition, both fir t diti n nd r print,
\I re po ibl at that time b cau e of Port r and oat '
pur ha f th bankrupt A.K. L ring' 'it k. Ig r fir t
dition th n flow d from th Porter and C at firm

until Mr. P rt r r tir d m 1 95.3

Th firm th n changed it name to H nry T. Coate
0., which ntmu d to pr du AIg r , 11 of whi h

app ared in f urdiff r nt format and ar c n idered by
B nn tt a. Aig r fir t diti n .4 Ad. cription f th
latt r fir. t dition will b th subj ct of Part III f lhi
eri on Alger fir t publi h d by Port r and oat and

H nr T. oat and will app ar in th pt mb r-
tbr193 ewboy.
It i int r tmg to n t that th two oat firm

(P rter and at and Henry T. at & 0.) t g ther
pr duc d 26 Ig r fir t diti n v r a 21- ear p ri d
b tw n 1 2 and 1903. Th r i litt! d ubt that H nr
T. at, wh w mu h a part of b th firm, had a
major and dir t influ n n th numb r of Alger fir t
dition pr duc d. In thi r gard, th 26, add d to th

37 Alg r fir t publi hed by A.K. L ring during prior
d ad., t tal 63 titl , whi h i mor than half of all

The three first-edition formats used from 1890 to
1895 by Porter and Coates, from left: Bee Hive, Coins
and Sunburst.

known Aig r fir t- dition books. Hi tory r v al , there­
fore, that th e two men -- Henry T. oa t and Aaron K.
Loring -- had a major influ nce in bringing n w Al r
tori to million of young reader during th la tt r part

of th 19th c ntury.
Th Porter and oat ompan pr duced Ig r

fir t in four ba ic f rmat , which ar hown in chr no­
logical order b date of publication in Tabl 1 on Page 10.

F rea yr fer ncepurp ,I' u dcommonnam
for the e format by picking out a promin nt feature f
th f rmat. Th four are Br wn ppl , B Hiv, oin
and unburst. It hould b not d that P rt r and at
al produc d Aig r r print in ral ther format
during thi arne tim p ciod.

Apparently a a matt r of ompan p
from th Ii tin Tabl 1, Porter and oat roduced at
lea t ne fir t-edition Alg r p rear f r th 14 ar it
publi h d Aig r, xc pt in 1 91. Wh n th ne..... firm of
Henr T. ate O. \I a form din 1 9 , thi P Ii f
at lea t on Alger first diti n pry ar w ontinu d.

Th f ur fir t- diti n f rmat cry <;ignificantly fr m
ach th r in ize, 01 r, tyl and g neral hara t r. In

fact, th ir co r have v r, litt! in c mmon to indicat
th w r publi h d b the am firm. hy P rt rand
Coat did thi , w do n t kn W.

In th ca of th Brown Appl format, \I e kn that
th r wer 2 titl pr duc d m that format, 20 f whi h
ha r t a Lorin edition and i ht fir t diti n
(Ii ted in Table 1). More re earch n d to b don to
d t rmin if the th r P rt rand oate fir t diti n
wer a part of a et containing th r title by Aig r

( on till lied 011 Page 10)
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"Struggling Upward" is the lone Alger first edition
appearing in the Bee Hive format.

Table 1
The 15 Porter &Coates Alger First Editions

Brown Apples format

Tit! Publication Date

Ben's Nugget.. 1882
The Young Circus Rider 1883
Do and Dare 1884
Hector's Inheritance 1885
Helping Himself 1886
The Store Boy 1887
Bob Burton 1888
Luke Walton 1889

Bee Hive format

Struggling Upward 1890

Coins format

Digging for Gold 1892
Facing the World 1893
In a New World 1893

Sunburst format

Only an Irish Boy 1894
Victor Vane 1894
Adrift in the City 1895

Iv ,th cost p r volum wa. $1.25.
The fr nt cover ha. th title tamp d in black, a row f

da h and conn cting dot bord r d by black lin with
_om fruit lea e and apple on a branch and many mall
flower. all again 1a r tangular black ba kgr undo ar
th bottom, the la t name of th author is stamped in
black. Th pine ha th titl in black again t a old
background and "AI er" and "Porter & oate"
blind tamped on gold. Th appl -and-I a d ign,
taking up the middle third of th spin, i wrapp d
around fr m th fr nt ov r. A in th other format, th
back cover i plain.

Bee Hive Format
Th r i nly on fir t-editi n AIg r title in thi for­

mat," truggling pward," publi h d in 1 O.
Th cover 17 i. I) 1/4 b 73/ inch ,much larg r

lhan lh Brown Appl format. It i in gra cloth, tamp d
in orang , black and g Id. Th cov r and pin hav an

verall filigr e design in rang. Th r ar black and
rang rul d line and th word. "Way to ucc "atth

1 p f th front cov rand "Horatio Ig r Jr." along th
bott m. At the center of th cov r is a vign tt of abe
hive in orange and black within a wr ath, a palm fr nd
b hindandaribbonti datth b ttomtrailing ffintoth

More than Brown Apples!
Porter and Coate Algers Part II
( 011 tIII lied fro 111 Page 9)

in Iud d with th w rk f oth r auth r. or produ d
ne tim a a ingl run.

Th f UT P rl r nd at fir t- diti n format, us-
ing B nnett a a ourc, are d criberd a. follow :

Brown pple Format
F r a full d cription of thi f rmat, e Part I of thi

ri in the a -June 1 93 ew bo . Howev r, a brief
d cription f 1I0w t prop rl pIa the Br wn pple.
within th t tal Porter and ale Iger publi. hmg
hUor .

Th r ar t.. 0 cI th color"i for this format: dark brown
and g Id ( II wotan). fir t diti n can b found in
elth r lor. Ie 11 ct the dark brown b k. beau th
brown olor i v ryattra tiv ontra. ted with the black
I tt ring on gold backgr und nth pin and th black-

utlined apple depict d n both th front co er and
spin .

Th front co er i 4 /4 by 67/ in h in ize, small r
and m tim thicker and more compact than th u ual

Ig r. ording to ad rti m nL in th bo k th m-
word" erie ."

(Colltinued 011 Page 11)
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The pin ha th titl," truggling pward," a i­
gn tt of a b a er, orne black and old ruled line and
blind- tamp d again t a gold pan Iar th word Porter
& oat . Thi format aloha a plain r ar co r.

Coin Format
The thr titl pr duc d in thi f rmat a fir t di­

ti n w r publi h d in 1 92 and 1 93.
Th c v r ize i 5 1/4 b 75/ inch , lightly taller

than the B Hi e format. The binding i in a light-brown
(b ig ) pi trial cl th, tamp d in Y llow and black. Th
titl on th front cover i in Y llow with the right dge of
th I tt r outlined in black, and "Horatio Iger Jr."
print d in black. The front contain an illu tration of
m untain , tr , a I afy vin -lik filigr e. ear th
bottom of the c ver i a larg filled ack uperirnp ed
ov r a horiz ntal row of yellow coin bord r db thr e
rul t p and bottom.

Th titl on th pine i tamp ding Id with th right
ed f th lett r outlined in black. B hind the title
blo k i an illu trati n of a group f tool (pick, ho el,
road and rop ) with the vin -lik filigre b low it. Th

ell w r w of coin i continu d r from the front
co r with th arne triple rul top and b ttom. gain,
th r ar ov r contain no illu tration or lett ring.

unbur t Format
Th thr title in thi format w r publi hed in 1 94

and 1 95 and ar among th harder Ig r fir t diti n to
find. The co r ize i 5 1/ b 7 5/ inche, lightl
narr w r 10 width than th two pr viou format.

Th binding i aloin light-brown cloth, thi tim
tamp dinblu ,blackandgold.Th fr ntco eri inblue

and black and ha a ribbon de ign along the top and left
id and a mall r ribbon patt m in the low r right

com r. In blue, b rdered in bla k within a unbur t
d ign, i th titl . Alg r' full nam i c nt red ju t blow
th unbur t.

Th pin, in blue, black and g Id, aloha a unbur t
urroundin th title, which i in gold, the fir t and la t

word f which are bord r d in black. Th top of th
pin ha a mall d coration in black and th author'

nam i Ii t d in th center of the pin in four line a
follows: B /H ratio/ Iger/Jr. At th b ttom f th
pin i th "P& " Porter and at I go in black within

a ribbon d ign. with th oth r f rmat , there are no
illu trati n or lettering on th back coy r.

Th 15 Port r and oat Ig dir t dition ar boo
of high quality, th y c ntain m tough title for the
colI etor to find and, a a lot, th y have ery attracti
format. Th y w r publi h d almo t annually 0 er a 14­
y arp riodandw repr duc dinfourdiffer ntformat,
which vary ub tantially in binding color, de ign and
iz . Th ir triking ov r c lor, car fully craft d, im­

print d coy r illu tration ,I tt ring and ov rail quality
make th g m of antiquity an invaluabl and impr -

The Coins format (1892-93), top, and Sunburst format
(1894-95) each offered three of Porter and Coates'
Alger first editions.

additi n t an Ig r c II ction.
OTE

1. B nnett, Bob. "Horati Ig r Jr.: ompr hen iv
Bibliograph ." 19 3, Mt. PI a ant, Mich.: Fl ing a I
Publi hing o.

2. t m, adeleine B. ( ditor). "Publi h r f r Ma
Ent rtainrnent in 19th entur Ameri a." 19 O. . H.
Hall & o.

3. T bb I, John H. "A Hi tory of Book Publi hing in
th Unit d tat ," V I. II. 1975, w York and ondon:
RR Bowker 0., page 423.

4. B nnett, pp. 41-12 .
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The Rover Boys at
School . . . Again,
Again and Again

by Rocco J. Musemeche (PF-897)

t P through the doors of Edward Stratemeyer's mili­
tary boarding chools and you're delightfully tran ­
ported to tho e sp cial decad s of a re urgent America
following the War Between the States.

Look through the eyes of the Rover Boy and sea
thou and vignettes of picnics in sylvan glade, bicycle
and carriage and tho e newfangled motor car, town
quar and opera

hou -- a way of life
fill d with fun and
adv nture.

Stratemeyer, under
hi Arthur M. Winfield ps udonym, is a one-man pre er­
vation ociety for an American lifestyle that perhap
existed primarily in his prolific imagination. Stratemeyer
tak s his r aders for a ride through the history ofAmerica,
according to Winfield, in the same vehicle he u es to
ed ucate his characters -- fine chools. Schools are a hub of
a g od deal of the Winfield story wheel.

Unlike today when American tudent u ually leave
home for the fir t time to attend college, Winfield has his
y ung h r haded for boarding schools in th ir early
tn. One could almo t fault Anderson Rover for being
om thing Ie than an adoring parent a h dep nd on

th ducator at Uch hallowed halls a Putnam, Colby
and Brill college for his progeny's upbringing.

While Ander on -- a widower -- is off tra eling the
world, Uncl Randy and Aunt Martha provide homelife
at Valley Brook Farm and the schools are counted on to
in till di cipline and a en e of value for hi kid . It'
pr bablya good thing Ander on was such a wanderer:
had he tayed hom and fulfiJled hi par ntal obliga­
tion ,the Rover might never have gone to Putnam and
w 'd hav mis d out on om gr at fun.

Stratemeyer/Winfield take delight in describing the
travels to chool. He al 0 goe to great lengths to detail
th thr e academic ites he ha selected for his stories. For
in tanc , the original Rov r -- Dick, Tom and Sam -­
depart for Putnam Hall from Valley Brook Farm, a
bucolic 200-acre pread in the Mohawk Valley of ew

Editor' note: Tlti article was pre ented as a paper at the 23rd
allllllal meeting ofthe Popular Culture Associatioll on AprilS, 1993
in New Orleans, La.

York. Our heroe travel by train from the Oak Run
railroad station to Ithaca, aero Lake Cayuga by the
teamer Golden Star to edarville, and th n in a hor e­

drawn carriage to Putnam Hall.
The carriage allow Winfield to introduce Peleg

Snuggers, Putnam Hall' tall, lean fiftyi h general
utilityman. Snugger teer the lads in a carriage that
rollsupacracked tone road flank dbymapl .Winfield
punctuate the ride with the happy houts ofexcited new
tudents, the creaking, clanking of that old carriag and

the occa ional whinny of an experienced old nag who
know a bag of oat and a drink ofcold water await when
the entourage reaches Putnam' lO-acre parade ground.

Putnam Hall' headma t r and name ak i Victor
Putnam, a West
Point graduat
who cho e
figh ting Indi­
an over mari­
tal skirmishe
and became a
confirmed
bachelor. An
injury forced
Putnam into
arly military

r tir ment and
a tidy and
timely inherit­
ance allowed
him to tabli h
hi chool.

Putnam's
military bear­
ing i reflected

in hi tudent, who are attir d in uniform with drilling
and targ t practic among th daily requir m nt . For
the mo t part, top-flight in tructor man thi fortre of
education, but Putnam, who hould have known better,
doe hire one Jo iah rabtree, a 10 r if th re ever wa
one. Perhap rabtr' mpl ym nt a a vilJian wa
part of a deal Putnam cut with Winfield to be featured in
the novel.

Winfield takes particular care in de cribing the phy i­
cal plant of hi cho I . Putnam Hall i pictur d with a
three-story, E- haped brick-and- tone main building.

la rooms, admini trative office and the me hall
occupy the first floor with dormitory ar a on the other
floors. The ground lope to Lak ayuga wher a bath­
ing pavilion, boathou e and gymna ium are locat d. A
barn and sev ral minor structure ar nearby, all conve­
niently potted to serve not only the Hall's purpo e but
also the cadet 'ne d for ecret me tings, adventure and

(Continued on Page 13)
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an occa ional fir r two wh n orne action i called for.
Th Rov r dallied thr ugh 13 v lume to complet

th irPutnamHall tudie butBrill olleg loom dahead.
Winfi ld plac Brill n ar th town of A ht n "in a
midwe t rn tat ."

r the romantic -- and with no mean appr ciation
for th tory po sibilitie -- the author point out that Brill
i locat d only two mile from Hope eminary, th chool
th Rover' deare t girlfri nd attend. Th girl, Dora

tanhop and cou in race and lli Laning, m tour
her on that fir t trip aboard th lden tar.

Brill' pr id nt, Dr. Wallington, i d crib d a a tall,
I an g ntleman f cholarly mien (i h mehow related
to th al 0 tall and I an P leg nugger ?).

ur her om how fini h Brill de pit th hara -
m nt from a motl y crew f illian . Do the name Dudd
Flockley and Jerry K well ring a atanic b ll?

Public d mand for m r f th R ver- t I fun and
adv nture and an er-pre nt n d for mon y play d
k Yrol in trat m yer' d ci ion to 1 t Winfi ld cr at
a cond Rov r Boy ri. Fir t, h ke p lh edar ill
Union hurch bu y with w dding that pair Di k and
Dora, Tom and Ili and Sam and Grace. aturally, the
b y becom ry well-h I d busine m n ( r did
And r on finall t p lra ling and t up th bo
finan ially?). The trio and th ir wi live ne t to ach
other in hom that verlook th Hud on River on ew
Y rk City' River ide Drive. Eventually, natur take it
cure (Wh t? "Th R r m t th tork; or, Di k,
Tom and am become Fath r ?") and Jack, Fred and
twins Randy and Andy mak th c ne.

With 10 volum of the se ond Rover ri facing
him, Winfi Id turn to an old fri nd, education, f r hi
tory line. Unfortunat ly, Putnam Hall ha burned to

th gr und and aptain Putnam ito ad anc d in ag
to r build. How v r, via an imaginati e trok of th
p n, infi Id n te that a ho lmat f th riginal
Rov r , Larry C Iby, i now h adma ter of the olby
Hall B rding 01 for By. Winfi Id I at d Colb
Hall" om wh re in the h art of ew ngland."

Jack, Fred, Randy and Andy head to olby via train
from rand entral talion to Ha en Point, th mo t
pictur qu fall th tting f r Winfield' hI.

Winfield place olb Hall n a hill 0 erlooking th
Ri k Rack Ri r at th h ad of learwater Lak .
Clearwater' two-mil -1 ng, half-mil -wide urfac i
rippl d with mall i land . Th Ri k Rack tumble fr m
dangerou rapid to calm and broad. A country r ad
b rd r th ri r n on id and timb r and farm
bord r it n the other.

olby' main tructure, like Putnam Hall' , i al
thr tori, thi time in th hape of a cro . olonel
Colby live in a mall brick tructure off to one ide of the
main building, a gymna ium i on the oppo it id and

"HOLD 1'1' P. OR THEV'LL ALL BE KILLED."-Rll,"t' 90.

Tiu R".",.,. BD)'S at CDll'r'.

a I ng wood n hou rye a a boat ramp and bath
hou e.

olumbu Acad m and Hixl yare nearby t pr­
vid the nec ary athletic and romantic rivalri .Ju t by
coincidence, Winfi Id locat lear at r Hall f r irl
ju t d wn the r ad in Hav n Point.lf it appear Winfield
ha imply updat d the original ri and chang d th
name to prot ct th innoc nt, that' accurat .

Winfi ld kn w a winning and alabl hand wh n he
aw ne. Lik th fir t ri, th cond Rov r B

rie wa normou ly popular. Kid acro merica
dream d ofb ing like th Ro r, away from hom ,flu h
with mon y, urround db pretty girl f perf ct train­
ing and t mperament, alway able to om out n t p
d pit the b t effort f j alou villian. The Ro r
were n r at a 10 for adv nture and wer able to pull
"prank" that today might g t th m arr t drat lea t

(Col/til/lied 011 Page 14)
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The Rover Boys at School
... Again, Again and Again
(Can tillued from Page 13)

haul d to ju enile court for a good talking-to.
At a time wh nome merican librarie wer c n or­

ing c rtain boo felt to b detrimental to the outh of
meri a, th Rover Boy t th tone f r correctne and

good ta t .
t a tim when many young ter failed t mpl t

their ducation,StratemeyerhadWinfi ldcr ate30Rover
Boy book that for th mo t part u d chool hea ily in
th plot. Winfield e en p nn d six boo n the doing at
Putnam Hall b for the R v r got ther . Young t r
could fulfill th ir dr am and attend Putnam, Brill or

Iby by imply P nmg a b ok. \; infi ld reat d a
ampu of the mind, a hool f dr ams -- trat m yer

Hall-- and hi r ad r w r the better for th p rienc .

The Rover Boys' Series for Young Americans

First series:
1. The Rover Boys at School Mershon 1899
2. The Rover Boys on the Ocean Mershon 1899
3. The Rover Boys in the Jungle Mershon 1899
4. The Rover Boys out West Mershon 1900
5. The Rover Boys on the Great Lakes Mershon 1901
6. The Rover Boys in the Mountans Mershon 1902
7. The Rover Boys on Land and Sea Mershon 1903
8. The Rover Boys in Camp Mershon 1904
9. The Rover Boys on the River Stitt 1905
10. The Rover Boys on the Plains Mershon 1906
11. The Rover Boys in Southern Waters Mershon 1907
12. The Rover Boys on the Farm G&D 1908
13. The Rover Boys on Treasure Isle G&D 1909
14 The Rover Boys at College G&D 1910
15. The Rover Boys Down East.. G&D 1911
16. The Rover Boys in the Air G&D 1912
17. The Rover Boys in New york G&D 1913
18. The Rover Boys in Alaska G&D 1914
19. The Rover Boys in Business G&D 1915
20. The Rover Boys on a Tour G&D 1916

Second Series:
21. The Rover Boys at Colby Hall G&D 1917
22. The Rover Boys on Snowshoe Island G&D 1918
23. The Rover Boys Under Canvas G&D 1919
24. The Rover Boys on a Hunt G&D 1920
25. The Rover Boys in the Land of Luck G&D 1921
26. The Rover Boys at Big Hom Ranch G&D 1922
27. The Rover Boys at Big Bear Lake G&D 1923
28. The Rover Boys Shipwrecked G&D 1924
29. The Rover Boys on Sunset Trail G&D 1925
30. The Rover Boys Winning a Fortune G&D 1926

TH/'.Y WERE PI.AL~:II/;'oJ WIIAI'\\' \~ C.\LI.~.1l J\.' AW,,"WA/UJ. 11 All

liz· f, ~ 'r P ,I "I C.IC) 1/.711. /"~I(r 12:'

'Did tpJU~ t4u~7
It wa pr nted at th th 1993 annual j int confer-

n of th Popular ultur A iation and American
ultur ociati nat w dean, La.

Th ne t P / A conf r nit f r April 6-9,
1994 at the Palmer Hou Hilton in hicago and y u're
invit d to tak part. Pap r an b giv n on an topic
r lating to dim novel, pulp and rie b oks.

Fir t-time participant c;h uld end a n or two-page
propo al; pr viou parti ipant hould nd a 50-word
ab tra t by ptemb r 15, 1 3, to:

Kathleen Chamberlain, ngli h Dept.
Emory and Henry College
Emory, a. 24327

All participant mu t b m mb r ofthe P A or A A.
For du information write to Ray Brown ,D partment
of Popular ulture, Bowling r en tat Vni er ity,
Bowling reen, H 4340 .



July-August 1993 NEWSBOY Page 15

MEMBERSHIP

Je i Dar ka (PF-916)
6158 S. arragan ett
Chicago,IL 60629

Thoma J K mp, Sp cial 011 ction Dept.
Univer ity of South FI rida Library 407
4202 a t Fowl r Av
Tampa, FL 33620

Gilb rt J. Rut n chro r (PF-918)
38 1 J up Road
Cincinnati, H 45247 (513) 385-0257

Gilbert, who i r tir d, own 80 Alger tit! . Hi
other hobby i clocks. He al 0 heard about the
Society from Ed Mattson' article.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

o ar Bill:
The pa t three year that I ha been a member of the

Horatio Alger Society I have b en impre ed not only by
the knowledge our memb r have cone ming Alger, but
al 0 their knowledge regarding other books of the pa t.

(Continued on Page 16)

o ar Bill:
The following wa taken from a pr entation at the

annual Horatio Alger A ociation M dal Award n
BC TV on June 27, 1993. The how wa produced by

Don John on production. Don John on (th movi ac­
tor) made th following tatement just after the how
tarted. You may want to con id r r producing it in
ewsboy.

incerely,
Berni Bib rdorf (PF-524)
5739 Win ton Dr.
IndianapoLi , 46226

Editor's note: Don Johnson's statement follow:

"Over 100 year ago when our country wa recovering
from it great Civil War, afailed poet, educated at Harvard,
decided hi love ofwriting wa 0 stron that rejection letter
from publi her did not really matter. He hadapa iOI/ to write.

"Gifted with a keen ense of observation, Horatio Al er
began interviewing the children of American immi rant.
Mo t were poor, many orphaned without family or teacher to
inspire t11em or guide them. But these were Horatio's !Ieroes.
They eamed their keep shining shoe, peddling new papers,
delivering messages --lucky to eam apenny or two adayfrom
their coura eou torie. Horatio Al er produced 134 { ic]
novel reflecting the theme from rags to riche thrau /t ambi­
tiOIl, /tone ty and respect. The title tell it all: Sink or Swim,
Try and Trust, Brave and Bold, Strive and ucceed;
tories alld bywords that motivated generation of American

youth to reach for the tar.
"Alld jllst how many books did the rejected poet elld lip

elling? Over 400 million copie , making him still tile 17/0 t

widely read author in America alld a name YllonynlOlis with
hard-eamed success. Now,ladie and gel1 tlemel1, that's astory
to celebrate. "

Moving?
If you are changing your address or phone

number, or it your current H.AS. roster listing is
incorrect, sendyour newaddress and phone num­
ber immediately to Executive Secretary Carl
Hartmann, 4907 Allison Drive, Lansing. Ml4891 O.

(609) 924-4068

Change of address:
Jeff Loon y (PF-903)
20 Erdman Ave.
Princeton, N.J. 80540-3908

Rick Fuller (PF-917)
509 Linda Lan
Clark ville, TN 37042 (615) 648-2737

Rick i a military fficer (pilot) who e other
hobbie include travet hiking, racquetball and
antiquing. He learned about H.A.S. through Ed
Matts n' artricl on Alger in AntiqueWeek.

Donald Cripe (PF-919)
210 E. Sh rman St.
Bremen, IN 46506 (219) 546-3763

Donald' other hobbie include fi hing, inging,
enior citizen Bible studies and r ading. He learned

about the Society from hi fath r Paul (PF-633).

New members:
David Farah (PF-915)
3110 Park wport, #412

ewport Bach, CA 92660 (714) 644-6680
Dav ,a lawyer, i al 0 the publi her of "Farah'

Guide/' which is a "mu t" for ancy Drew collec­
tors ( ee ad on Page 16). H attended the 1989
conventi n in Chillicothe, Ohio.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
(Continued from Pa e 15)

It i one ming the latt r ubj ct that I am writing to you
to a k for hlp. I wish to locate a boy book rie that my
father ha m ntion dab ing a ailabl in the public
library in th lat 1920 and early 1930 .

I do not know the author or th publi her, only the
raIl ubj ct and nam of the main character . Th
raIl ubj ct of all the books in the rie i pione r /

Indian. Th main charact ria young man nam d
H my War . Th upporting character are Paul ott r,

1d 01 and an Indian who nam b gin with a T.
I would appr ciate it ifyou would inquire among our

m mb r at the upcoming con ntion r gardin thO
matter or if po ible p1ac an inquiry in ew bo

B t r gard ,
Bill a par (PF- 5 )
510 ath dral .W.
Wa hington, D. . 20016

Editor' note: We wenl to 'evaal of the 1II0si kllowledseable
collectors alld re earchers dllrlllg Ihe COIIVClllioll alld drew ablallk. Is
Iht'rcQlIyolleollllhcrcwhocQlI help Bill idelllify the sene hede cnbc
abol·e?

let's hear from you! Share your collecting experi­
ences orother news of interest to fellow members by
writing to Newsboy editor Bill Gowen at 923 South
Lake St., Apt. 6, Mundelein, IL 60060.

BOOK MART
Jack Bales (PF-258)

1 Greenbrier Court, #203
Fredericksburg, VA 22401

(H): 703-373-8423
(W): 703-899-4587

For sale:
(1) Album of 112 Horatio Alger First-Day Covers, featur­

ing 1982 Alger stamp. Includes many hand-painted covers
in limited editions. and first-day ceremony program. Also
includes 22 1952 Newspaper Boy first-day covers. See
July-August 1984 Newsboy for reproductions of many of
these. $300 or best offer.

(2) First edition (1928) of Herbert R. Mayes' "Alger: A
Bio ra h With u a Hero" in very good dust jacket. in­
scribed "For Jack Bales, from the man who should have
written this book in invisible ink." Signed and dated.

$100 or best offer.

iRiurr Jlrig4t6 1ltIlurkrakrr

FARAH GETS NEW GUIDE OUT!!
STOCK MARKETmTSRECORD HIGH!

Dand Farah amlOun ed loda Ihat the
long awatl d OInlh prinllng of hiS ang
Drew gUide I finaH ready! "Yup,"
declar d Farah, "They said tl couldn'l be
done, bUI I did II!"

Thl reponer \\a 0 exciled b Ihe
gloriou news Ihal he fainled dead away
Farah nJ hed to maid. fanlllng me wilh
fir I edlllOn du IJa kel

A g1lmp of Ihe GUide reveals a fal
book of almo I 00 anformalion-cramm d Farah, himself

pages 11 ling ang Dre\\s from 19 0 10

1992! There are over IllIn rare photo I

"The Guide has been complelely redone
\\ IIh hundred of new addillon," Farah
bragged hI \ orked my finger to Ihe bone
geltlllg il out," he an I ted a he ho\\cd
Ihl reponer a kelelon hand

The lIIde can be purchased dlrectl
from Farah at 1110 Park ewpon #~ 12,

ewpon Sea h, A 92660 for 0 DO,
po lage IIldud d

LINTON APPOINTS WIFE TO HEAD COMMlTfEE, "All PROMISE A GULDE FOR EVER Y UllMER/CAN!' (page 2)

NAN Y CAPTURES ANOTHER VILLAIN, "ALL INA VOLUME'S WORK!" (back page)


