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HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY

President' column To fl/rther the philo oplty of Horatio Alger, Ir. and to encourage
the pirit ofStrive alld Succeed tlmt for haifa cel/tury gl/ided Alger's
11IldQlHlted heroes - lads who e stnlggle epitomized tlte great
American dream and flamed hero ideal in countle s millions of
youl/g American .

OFFICERS

Newsboy ad rate: Full page, $32.00: one-halfpa e. $17.00:
one-quarter page. $9.00: p r olumn In h (I Inch deep by
approx.3 1/2lnche wide). 2.00. nd ad . with h k payable
to Horatio Alger So iely. to arl T. Hartmann. 4907 Allison
Driv • Lansing. MI 48910. Th above rate apply to all want ads
plu non-Alger books for ale. Hower, it Is the policy of the
Horatio Alg r So I ty to promote th ex hange of Alger book
and related Alg r m teral by providln pace free of charge to
our members for th sale only of u h material. Send u had
to Carl T. Hartmann or dire Uy to dltorWiIllam R. Gowen (PF
706) at 923 South Lake St., Apt. ,Mundelein. IL 60060.

BOOKS RECOMME DED BY HAS.
--Horatio Alger. Jr.. A Comprehen Ive Blblio raphy: by Bob
B nnett (PF-2651.
--"Horatio Alger or. TIle Amerl an Hero Era," by Ralph D.
Gardner (PF-053).
-·PublicatlonForma of the 59 torie byHoratloAl er.Jr.as
Reprinted by the John . Winston Co." Compiled by Bob Sawyer
(PF-455) and Jim Thorp (PF-574).
-·Horatlo Alger Book PubB h d by A.L. Burt: by Bradford .

ha e (PF-412).
-"The La t Life ofHoralio Alger, Jr.: by Gary harnhor t with
Ja k Bales (PF-258).

Newsboy. the official new I tter of the Horatio Alger
So I ty, I publi h d bl-monthly ( Ix I u per ear).
Member hlp fee for any 12-month period I 20, with
In Ie I ue of ewsboy co tin 3.00. PI a e make all

remittance payable lo the Horatio Alger So lely. Mem
ber hlp application ,renewal ,chan e of addr and
other corre pondence hould b ntlo Ex ullv S cre
lary Carl T. Hartmann, 4907 Alii on Driv . Lan In ,MI
48910.

Newsboy lind xed In lh Modern Lan uage
As 0 lation' Int mallonal Bibliography.

PRESIDE T
VICE-PRESIDE T

TREASURER
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

(1994) DIRECTOR
(1994) DIRECTOR
(1994) DIRE TOR
(1995) DIRECTOR
(1995) DIRECTOR
(1995) DIRECTOR
(1996) DIRECTOR
(1996) DIRECTOR
(1996) DIRECTOR

EMERITUS
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ROBERT E. KASPER
MARY AN DITCH
MURRAY D. LEVI
CARL T. HARTMAN
BERNARD 81BERDORF
IVAN McCLYMO T
JO FRIEDLAND
ROBERT COLLMER
BOB HUBER
JOH CADICK
CHRISTI E DE HAAN
BART J. NYBERG
JOSEPH T. SLAVI III
LEOMBOB"BE E'IT
RALPH D. GARD ER

Your partic'lar friend,
R b rt . Ka per (PF-327)
5 5 E. t. Andrews Dri
M dia, PA 19063
(610) 91-9015

Pr paration ar n arl complete for the 30th annual
Horatio 19 r ociety onvention to be held April 2
through a' 1 f this Y ar. ur con ntion ho t, hri
D Haan (PF-773) and Milt Ehlert (PF-702), ha e been
w rking ry hard th la t ev ral month and th y ha
put tog th r a full and intere ting program, which i

utlined n Pag 3. Al 0 nclo d in thi i u of ews
boy i compl t r gi tration information including an
ag nda, hot 1r gi trati n cards and a con ntion regi 
tration form. tart making your plan now to attend 
it' only a f w month away!

n of th bigge t difference betw n thi con en
tion and pr i u con nti n is th lack ofdonation for

ur annual au ti n. ver the la t everal year, the
i ty ha b n fortunat in obtaining many fine books

to aucti n, in luding th Alger collection of Kenn th
Butl r, Walt r Moor , Ralph Ander on and other. Thi
\ III b th fir t tim in four ear that w won't have an

pportunity t ffer a larg quantity of Alger books t
our memb r. 0 now, w mu t depend upon the indi
vidual donati n four m mb r to g n rate income for
our tr a ur . PI a put a ide a few books now to bring
t the onv ntion r end your donation to Chris or Milt
dir dly.

The r olution c mmitt e ha b gun ubstanti e di 
cu ion with th ix in tituti n which responded po i
ti ly to ur inquiri to form a r po itory for th life
w rk f H ratio 19 r, Jr. Although thi i a time
con uming proce , I am confident that th committee
will b able to mak a r comm ndation during our
on ntion in Grand Rapid . In th March-April i ue of
ew boy ou will find a r port by our committee chair

man, Brad ha , which documents our effort from the
initial r olution to our curr nt tatu.

During the con ntion we will be electing thr e indi
vidual t th Board f Dir tors. ach dir ctor erv a
thr -y ar t rm. W will al 0 be electing the po ition of
pr ident and vice pr ident for two-year term . If you
are int r ted in one of th e po ition , plea e fe 1free to

ntact m anytim b f r th con nti n.
I I k forward to ing e eryone in Grand Rapid
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The Harley Hotel in Grand Rapids, Mich., will be the site of the 1994 Horatio Alger Society convention.

It's time to go 'In Search of Treasure'
by Christine DeHaan (PF-773)

W I orne to rand Rapid for 1994! W 've cho en
th theme"ln Search of Tr a ure," and we hope

that plent of "tr a ur "awalt y u pnl2 to May 1 in
rand Rapid: fell wship, friend, fun, rela ation and

b ok! f c ur , family i al 0 a ri h trea ure, 0 bring
th m along and intr due them to the fa cinating hobby
of Alg r collecting.

Our chedule (the full ag nda i on th encl d
y lIow h t) b gin Thur dayev ning with a w kom
ing pig roa t and open hou eat th D Haan dairy farm.
Faciliti are a ailabl for inclem nt weath r, and you
ar w I me to t ur the farm if y u wi h. Arriv arly
nough and you can giv u a hand withchor ! You will

al 0 b able to vi w our 011 ti n of 19 r mat rial,
including m arc fir t edition and du t-jacket d
volume.

Following our direct r ' br akfa t n Friday morning
will b ur annual minar n vari u a p ct of b k
collecting. ewsboy ditor Bill ow n i again coordi
nating the pre ntation.

n Friday aft moon, you will ha e tim to try and
locat our own trea ur r d m ignt eing. W
will di tribute b ok-hunting map for our convenienc
and h p t includ orne n noli t d plac . Th Harl y
Hot I will rv ur Friday upper, whi h will be fol
lowed by th ci ty' annual bu in m ting and a

Coming in the March-April issue: More news on the
'94 convention, including transportation information.

memb rs' auction.
ur annual bo k al will tak pia aturday m m-

ing, and the afternoon will again be fr e. If you lik , you
rna ign up for variou car-pOOl d ight 109 cara an .

orne option include the erald R. Ford Pre id ntial
Mu urn and the Holland ar a, fam u for it tulip,
Dutch them and Lake Michigan b ach . Fi bing i
al 0 po ibl and ther are golf cour in the ar a.

Th cony ntion will clo e with the annual banqu ton
aturday night, follow d by the ociety' annual aucti n

of donated b oks and related item. Plea bring or end
it m for thi auction! We hay a few urpri on hand
air ady.

unday morning will e u
1995.

nd in your r gi tration form (th blue h et, en
clo d) 0 n. A confirmation packet will then b nt to
you. Plea make your hotel r rvati n dir tly t the
Had y on it wn r gi trati n card, which i al n
clo ed in thi i u along with full-color Harl H tel
brochur .

Feel free to call me if you would lik more informa
tion. The number i 1-616-792-2009.
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ew boy we'll give tran porta
not driving to Grand Rapid ,

or addition to th c nvention

tEiitor's note6oot

In ide thi i ue you'll find veral"e tra ." Mo t of
th m ha to do with th Horatio Alger 5 iety' 1994
c nv ntion,,,In arch of Trea ur ," to b held April 2 

ay 1 in rand Rapid, ich. Double-ch ck to make
ur ou haY the f 110.. ing cony ntion-r lated it m :
* Th c nv ntion r gi tration form and ummaryof

highli ht , a blu he t;
* Th pr liminary day-by-day cony ntion agenda, a

Ii ht- ellow h t;* r gi tration card from the Harley Hotel for u e
in m king r m r er ation ;* full- olor brochure published by the hotel which

utlin all rvic ff r d a w 11 a a locator map.
on ntion co-ho t hri 0 Haan' article on the

on ntion i on Page 3, along with her ph ne numb r in
a you hav auction item to donate or ne d additional

mformation.
In the arch-April

ti n informati n f r th
al ng with an change

h dul .
I 0 enclo d in thi is ue (green h t) i an order

f rm fr m f rd Uni r ity Pr for arol ack noff'
n w b ok, "Th ictional R public; Horatio Alg rand

m rican Politi al Di cour c." Anyon who njoyed
Pr f. ack n ff' arti I in th 0 mb roD c mber

w boy will want to read her b ok. ford Univ r ity
Pr i off ring H. . . m mb r a 20 p r c nt di count
fr m th 35 li t pric , which com to 2, plu 2
hippin and handling. You can en place cr dit-card

ord r b ph n b ailing ford' 00 number on the
ord r form.

I aLo m ntioned la t i u that I would provide
ord rin inf rmation from Twayne Publi her for the
tw books r c ntly i u d in it Unit d tate Auth r

n wntt n b H.A.. member Jack Bale (PF-25 )
and 0 idr . J hn n (PF-596). Here g

"K nn th R b rt ," by Jack Bale, is pric d at $21.95.
Th rdering ode inf rmation i TUSAS 626, ISB 0

057-7 3-5.
tratem er and the tratemeyer Syndi

. John on i priced at 22.95. Th
inf rmahon i T 627, ISB 0- 057-

mail, end a check or mon y ord r
umber (abov ) to

nt r, ttn.: rder Dept., 100

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Rob rt . Ka p r
Pre ident, Horati Alger iety
and William R. ow n, ditor, ew boy

o ar Mr. owen:
In your ov mber-D cemberi ueofNew boy,Pag

4, you indicate on known copy f th 3rd dition f
"Frank' ampaign,"andthatinpurplecl th.Yougue
that it wa als publi h d in gr en cloth.

I ha e thi 3rd dition in V condition in gr en cloth.
This book wa on th b h If for r two y ar at a
r motebookstor at$35.lcouldn'tafforditatfir tbutth
tor wn r I t m have it f r $22. I did not at the tim

know of it alue until I read your article.
Thi am deal r pr iou ly had Id m a fir t di

tion of "Rough and Ready" in good condition for $6 a
well a "Rufu and Ro e," a gr n cloth fir t dition
is ued in 1 71for 6, and a "Mark the Match Boy" fir t for
$35.

I hay a fir t dition of "Fam and Fortun "but it i
mi ing pag 169 t 192. I ther anywher I can btain
copie of th mis ing pages? Perhap from your pr 
po ed con ervatory?

B t wi he ,
Angelo Sylv t r (PF-928)
P.. B 53
Tamworth, H 03 6

(Letters to the Editor cOlltinued 011 Pa e 20)

Front t., Bo 500, Riv r id, .J. 0 075-7500. Add 10
P rcent to the pric of th b ok for po tage and handling
if you want the book ent by U.. mail; add 15 p rc nt to
the price if you want it nt by Unit d Parc I rvic

You can order any of Twayne' boo by phon
(u ing a major cr dit card) by calling th MacmIllan
Distribution enter' 00 numb r: 1- 00-257-5755. The
po tag and handling co t are the am a when ord r
ing the books by mail.

In early 0 cember I r ceived a phone call from Jack
Dizer (PF-511) informing me of the d ath of his wife,
Marie,fromcanc ratage74. v rthepa t20year Ihave
b en a dinn rand/or rnight gu tat th Diz r hom
onnumerou occa ion and never fail d to be impr d
by Mari' quiet common- n e dignity, no doubt
produ t of her Indiana upbringing. I'm ur he often
thought tho of u engag d in the hobby of rummaging
through du ty, out-of-the-way bo kstor were all a
little nut, but h n ver fail d to upp rt ur hobby.

All member of th Horatio Alg r oci ty join me in
offering our thought and pray r t Jack, hi fi chil
dren and even grandchildr n.
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'Ralph Raymond's Heir'
by Robert E. Kasper (PF-327)

"Ralph Raymond Heir" wa fir t publi hed a a
erialization in Gleason' Literary Companion in 1 69.

The tory, which ran fromJune9 toJuly 10, employed th
littl -u d Alg r p eud nym Arthur Hamilton.

Later that y ar lea n i ued the tory in hi Picto
rial ovelette erie. Thi publicati n wa a large comic
bo k-type magazin which included hort torie in
addition to th main
title. Thi item i con- Irt~ at /Ut4t~ I
ider d th fir t di-

tion of "Ralph Raymond' H ir" and it i very rare. It i
rar , in fact, that nobod ha v r e n a opyalthough

oth r titl in the Pictorial ovelette eries have be n
locat d.

Thi tory n xt app ar d om 20 year lat r in The
Lei ure Hour Library dat d July 20, 1 . In thi i ue
(Vol. Ill, 0.201), Ig r i acknowledged a the author
and th titl i chang d to "Th M rchant' rime." Th
publi h r of thi tabloid- iz d new pap r i Ii t d as
W..Trigg and th ntir tory fill 16 two-column page.
The Lei ure Hour Library i ued thi tory two more
time , in 1896 and 1900.

The fir t appearanc of "Ralph Raymond' Heir" in
con ntional bo k f rm did not occur until 1 92, orne 23
y ar aft r th original erialization. Thi i th F.M.
Lupton edition publi h d on March 30,1 92, a .11 of
The Idle Hour ri ( ample 1). Thi i a mall brown
and whit paperba k print d on very cheap pulp tock
and old for 10 cents. Thre month lat r Lupton i u d
thi tory a o. 65 of it Bijou erie n July 13, 1 92,
at in pap r wrap but thi time priced at 2 ent.

A curiou r print of "Ralph Raymond' H ir" wa
publi hed by Butl r Br th r f w York and hicago.
Thi paperba k i id ntical to the Lupton Bijou edition

xc pt that th ir nam app ar nth titl pag in tead
of F. . Lupton. Appar ntly, the publi hing firm of But-
ler Broth r came int p ion f th printing plate
after the d mi e of Lupton and reprinted thi tory. I
kn w of th i t nc f nly one copy of thi diti n.

In Augu t 1 92 Lupton finally got around to publi h
ing "Ralph Raym nd' Heir" in hardcov r form a part

f it tratford diti n ri ( ample 2). The title
appear nth pin only with " tratford Edition" hown
in a d orativ b x n the front cover. Lupton later
publi hed ne mor dition in paperback (Th olden
R d ri ) and at I a t two m r hardco er edition
imilar to th Stratf rd ·dition but in a cheap r binding.

Aft r1905, "Ralph Ra m nd' Heir" wa obtained by
dozen f publi her and We reprinted many time in
both pap rba k and hard v r edition.

Ex. 1: First paperback edition (Lupton Idle Hour Series).

Ex. 2: First hardcover edition (Lupton Stratford Edition).
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Moving?
If you are changing your address or phone

number. or if your current H.A.S. roster listing is
incorrect, send your newaddress and phone num
ber ~mmedlately to Executive Secretary Carl
Hartmann. 4907 Allison Drive. lansing, MI4891 O.

MEMBERSHIP
ew member:
ng 10 yl

P.O. Bo 53
Tarn rth, H 03 6 (603) 323-7193

n 10 i a rem d 0 r ea auditor who e th r
hobbi include kiing and wimming. He read Alger
b oks a a child and till njoy them. H ha 103 titl in
hi coIl ction. He learned about the Society through Ed

att on (PF-O 7).

Robert E. Ka p r (PF-327)
5 5 . St. Andr w Dr.
M dia, PA 985 2

ew phone number)
(610) 91-9015

il n Schafer (PF-929)
200 H my v., # 24B

Philad Iphia, PA 1912 (215) 4 3- 621
il n, a librarian, al 0 collect ancy Dr w, K n

H It and rie by Ralph Henry Barbour. he learned
ab ut th i ty from Bart yberg (PF- 79) and through
Yellowback Library.

Dani I A. Wujek (PF-930)
2323 Sw t Dri e
Tr I 4 098

Daniel, who i rem d, enjoy w dworking and gar
d ning in additi n to colI cting eri books, of which he
ha around 6,000. He learned about H.A. . through
Yellowback Library.

Mr . Lynn B nvenuto (PF-931)
129 Bru h r k Driv
Roch t r, NY 14612 (716) 227-2493

Lynn, a h 1 teacher, has 700 Alger books in h r
collecti n. Her other hobbie includ gardening and
walkin .

illiarn chnase (PF-932)
1326 Jan t
Sycarn r ,IL 6017 (815) 895-8987

William, who i retired, list reading and ba eball a
hi hobbi . He ha 15 Alger title in hi collection.

hange of address:

Rick Fuller (PF-917)
4905 Lak t.
Bridgman, MI 49106

Rodney R. R nshaw (PF- 8)
5 Cedar Gro e
Kincheloe, MI 49788-1001 (906) 495-5627

Series Book Collectors
ill

ERRIHQURKE LRNIl

or Braving The Big One

FEATURIN

Nancy Axelrad
author alld Stratemeyer Syndicate Partl1er

Joyce Brotman
co-producer Nancy DrewlHardy Boys TV bows

Sam and Beryl Epstein
authors ofKen Holt alJd Roger Baxter en'es

Rudy Nappi
Hardy Boy alJd Nancy Drew artl° t

Richard Berdan (PF- 6 )
16 uturnn Hight Dr.

aikurn, W 9 582
( w phone numb r)

(206) 9 5-2434

September 22-25) 1994

Buena Park) California
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The Lawrenceville Stories of Owen Johnson

Editor' note: TII/sart,elc,s daived from apre ell tat iOIl givclI attllc
1993 Horatio Alga SOClcty COllvl'lItioll at Fort Washillgtoll, Pa.

I~~'''I...~~

by Bart J. yberg (PF-879)

Today, th mall prep cho 1town of Lawrence ille,
w J r y i a ilyacce ibl. E iting 1-295 at U.

206 orth bring one quickl into town.
It wa not , how v r, in 1 95, wh n the pro p cti

tud nt had t d bark hi omfortable rail accommoda
tion at Tr nt n, fiv mil to th outh. Ther , h would
board the tag to Lawr n ill. Wh n the coach had
fill d, th driv r would h ad ut into the op n country,
the group of b y n
bard in vitabl rai
In a rucku . The
gr up w uld b om
qui t, how \' r, a th
r d-brick "all of th ch I came lowly into i w.
Wh th r fir t former or fourth, the ight wa alway
impr 5 iv . Found d in 1 10, Lawr nceville wa the
third- Ide t, third-Iarg t pr p chool for boy in the
Unit d tat .

w nJohn n graduat d from Lawrenceville in 1 95,
only to a k for and r cei p rmi ion to tay on another
y ar to launch Lit, Lawrenceville' fir t literary maga
Lin . H lat r r call d th fir t batch of contribution: "1
wa frightfull d pr d. Th tori lack d the back
gr und f conviction."

Although nl 16, J hn on mad a d i ion which
would affect th re t of hi writing care r. "1 laid down
th fir t law of Lit," he aid."D n't invent - int rpr t.
Write fr my ur wn exp ri nc ."

I en ear lat r he w uld follow hi own advic .
Th rc ult ar whc tweknowtodaya The awrencevill

t ri .
lnd d, it m that w n John on had b n de -

tined to writ . Born Aug. 27, 1 7 in ew York City, h
wa the on f po t and ma azin ditor Rob rt

nd rw od John on and Kath rin c ahon. The 1-
d r John on wa n taff at Century agazine, th n
dit dbyRichardWat on ild r,thedrivingforcehehind

that publication for many year. After lling a tory to
t. ichola f r n d lIar at age 6, young wen got out

a pap r with th a i tanc of i1d r' n. Thi experi-
nc rv d him w II wh n lat r h tart d Lit. He would

go on to Yal and in 1 00 b came chairman of Yale
Literary agazine. John n graduated with a B. . in
1 01.

on aft r raduati n, J hn on publi h d hi fir t
adult no el,a ar rwhichh uldpur u forth ne t
i Y ar . In 1907 h b an work on the fir t of hi

THE ETER AL BOY

BEING THE STORY
OF

THE PRODIGIOUS mCKEY

BY

OWE JOB SO
AUTHOR 0,. "WAX ,.ARGUS." ETC.

NEW YORK
DODD, MEAD & COMPA Y

1909

The first-edition title page of "The Eternal Boy."

Lawr nc vill torie, "Th Et mal By." Initiall rial
iz d in Century Magazine and The aturday Evening
Po t, th torie wer collected and i ued in hardc r,
published by Dodd, M ad in 1909.

E entially a ri of ignette, th r ader i pr
ented with an intimat view of the ch 01 year at

Lawr nc ville Acad my. uch character a Th Pr di
giou Hickey, The Tenne e Shad, Doc Macno d r, Th

utter Pup, Lovely Mad, Th Triumphant ggh ad,
Hungry Sme d and The Uncooked B ef teak, to name
but a f w, bring t lif an ra, now long gon , wh n
tudent and chooIma ter treated each th r with a wary

re p ct. othing wa tak n f r grant d n ith r id .
The r ad r can clearly di c m the attitud in hapt r
1 of "The Eternal Boy."

Following the ploit of John n' charact r , w g t
a ry go d 10 k at the campu and it urr und , b th

(Colltinl/ed all Pa.~1' 8)
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The Lawrenceville Stories
of Owen Johnson
(Colltillued from Pa e 7)

in cla r m and out. Th chapel, wh r the tud nt
n ze; the cla ro m, where daydreaming i th order
f th da; and Th Jigger hop, wh r ice cr am i

c n umed b th bucket and mall fortune are made
and unmad ; all are dead drawn from John on'
memory. itne Hungry m d a h tan w r cord
for pan ak n umption. Daydream through Latin with

norky Gr en as h pitches hi hou ba eball team to
ict ry, b come the country' greate t general, win the

up oming
.. rid war and
th nbc m
Pr id ntofth
United tat .
Wh n a k d to
.. rit ut th

rundi eform
of \' ral Latin
v rb on th
bla kb ard,
h w ver, h
andonom r

than print hi
nam!

e al 0

life in th d r
mit rie, or
h u ,wh r
th boy p nd
much of their
time. Th ri al
ri betw nth K nn dy, th Dickin on, the r n, th

dhull and the Clev are well documented, both
h la ti ally and athletically. John on' writing tyle,

whi h hiIt a ily b twe n narrative and dialogue, i a
pI a ur t r ad.

Th ar 1910 aw the publication of the econd titl
in th Lawr nc ill rie , a mall olume titl d "The
Hummingbird."Th publi h rwasnowBaker&Taylor.
Thi wa f llowed cl ly by "Th Varmint," aloin
1910. R arch ha hown that Baker & Taylor al 0

r i u d "Th Et mal Boy" in 1 10. Then, in 1911, Bak r
& Ta 1 r r i ued it again, r titling it "The Prodigiou
Hick ," part of th book' original ubtitle. Th rea on
f r thi' i n t known, although it may have b en an
attempt to in rea al.

Lat r that ar, th f urth Lawr nce ille title, "The
T nn' had," wa publi h d. All f th b ok

continu the xploit of th original character, ca ion
ally omitting orne and adding oth r .

Bak r & Ta lor left the publi hing field in 1912 (al
though th firm continu to thi day in book di tribu
tion), and udd nly J hn on' b oks w r all outof print.

Forced to find a n w publi her, John n went to
Fred rick A. tok ,who agr d to publi h hi ne
novel, "Stover at Yale." F llowing th car er of th hero

f "Th Varmint," Dink t r, a h proc d to Yal ,
this stor did much to undermine the cr t oci tie

i ting on that campu . E n th ugh it h ro i an
original Lawr nce ill charact r," to r at Yale" i not
con id red part of the Lawr nce ill ri p r

With hi Lawrencevill tori ut of print, John n
nce again began to writ mor run-of-th -mill adult

no el .Then, in
1 16, Little,
Brown br ught
out the fir t re
print of "The
Prodigiou
Hick y," "The
Varmint" and
"Th T nne
had." R tain

ing th riginal
binding of
"TheT nn e
Shad," Little,
Br wnr bound
the fir t two
title in th
am format

(dark red cloth
with a pictorial
co r in black,

mbo sed in
white). For xampl , the Bak r & Taylor fir t dition of
"Th Varmint" (1 ft, abo e) wa publish d in ribbed
brown cloth with cover illu tration in orang and black.

ow, for the first tim , John on' Lawr ncevill to
rie had the app arance of a eri . Ther i, howe er, a
my tery here which ha yet to be olv d. The Little,
Brown ditions make no m ntion of th original Baker &
Taylor copyright, howing in t ad Little, Brown copy
right in th original y ar of publication. Since both
compani s are till in bu in , I pok with cutive at

ach, trying to det rmin how Little, Br wn had ac
quired th original copyright. 0 n could pro id me
with an an w r.

Thi ha cau d confu ion am ng collector, a many
ha e ught in ain for Little, Brown dition prior to
1916 (a r a onabl a umpti ninth copyright tate
1910 and 1911!). A year later, "Th Hummingbird" wa
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THE TEl' E SEE HAD ST FFLD LNTO A \"'HElLBARROW THA r KISSER WAS TR :-IDLING

The illustrations of Frederick R. Gruger, above, and other artists helped convey the atmosphere of Johnson's
Lawrenceville stories. This illustration from "The Tennessee Shad" was also used on that book's cover.

al r' u d. H w long thi titl wa kept in print i
que tionable; I ha en v rna copy dated after 1 17.

Thu b gan a cyei f r print of title I, 3 and 4 by
Littl , Brown that la t d into th 1 40. r t & Dunlap
w uld al reprint all of th Lawr nce ill torie e cept
"Th Hummin bird,"beginninginth 19 O.Th tori
\\'er t incr a e in p pularit a more and mor
Lawr nce ill alumni began to indulg in no tal ia.
"Th armint" wa rei u d in a ign d, limited edition
in 1 30.

In 1 67, imon & hu t r i u d a volum titled "The
Lawr nc ill t ri ," whi h 11 ted "Th Pr digi u
Hick ," "The armint" and "The T nn had."

w n John n wa n t d n with hi Lawr nce ill
tori ju t y t, though. In 1922 h publi h d the la t title,

" kippy B d 11 ," the onl fir t dition by Littl , Br wn.
Itwasal ob undinth nowfamiliarredclothwithwhite
mb ing. . ntiall th tory fay ung man' r-

mantic coming fage, much fit action tak place awa
fr m th 5 h 01. It i"" h w v r, v ry much a part f th
eri ..

11 fJohn n', awr n vill l ri ar hand m I
illu trated. W ll-kn wn arti t Fr d ric D rr tic n
tribut d v n plat t "Th Eternal B ," with thr e
oth r , two f th m b May Wil n Pr ton and the third
by an unknown ilill trat r ( ign d "Ral igh").

(Colltilllled all Pal?e 10)

Johnson's last Lawrenceville story was "Skippy
Bedelle," published by Little, Brown in 1922.
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The Lawrenceville Stories
of Owen Johnson
(COil tillued from Pa e 9)

With th publication of "Th Hummingbird,"
Fred rick R. ruger took ov r a the rie illu trator. H
pr id dthr plat forthattitl, ixfor"TheVarmint,"
ight for "Th Tenn see Shad" and eight for "Stover at

Yal ,"
me t Fuhr contributed ix plate to the final title,

" kippy B d lle." All of the illu tration yoked the
atmo ph r of the time ,th rebygreatlyenhancingone's

nj ym nt of the books.
John on went on to writ for nin more year. His la t

b k, an adult no el, wa publi h d in 1931. H had
hang d hi politic in 1920, belie ing that liberali min

th R publican party had died with Warren Harding'
admini tration. ow, in 1932, he b gan to ek a more
a ti lif in P liti , upporting th ew D al program

f Franklin D lano Roo eveIt. Johnson twice ran for
ngr , in 1 6 and 193 , and wa un ucce ful both

tim .
Th Lawr nce ill tori made th ir fir tapp aranc

n t I i ion Jan. 26, 19 7, with th American Playh u
pr du tionof"TheProdigiou Hick y" onPB .It tarr d

dward H rrmann a th h adma t r, Zach Galligan a
Hick , t ph n Baldwin a The utter Pup and Han
En 1 a Hungry me d, along with Robert Joy, Jo h
Hamilton and Tony Van Bridge.

y ar lat r, on Feb. 3, 1988, PBS t I cast Part 2 of thi
Am ri anPlayhou eSeri , "The Return ofHickey." The
ab v act r r pri d th ir rol from Part I, and icho
la Row wa added to the ca t a The Tennes ee Shad.
Both pi od do much to cony y th almo pher of
turn- f-th -century choollife,andarewellworthwatch
ing hould th Yb rebroadca t or i ued on vid o.

wen John on married five times. Divorced once, he
wa wid w d thr time. He died Jan. 27, 1952, aft r a
long illne at his home in Vineyard Haven (on Martha'

in yard), Ma achu ett . He 1 ft u a fine legacy, how
r, with his cellent tori ofearly 20th century life at

Lawren ill Acad my.

SOURCES
1. Kunitz, tanley J. and Haycraft, Howard, ed .

"Tw nti th ntury Author: A Biograpl11calDictionary
of M d m Literature." w York: H.W. Wil on 0.,

1942.
2. "The Lawr ncevill tori ," intro. by Cle eland

Am ry. (ontain "The Prodigiou Hick y," "The
Varmint" and "The Tenne e had." ew York: i
m nand hu t r,1967.

3. Time, Aug. 17, 1936.

"The Prodigious Hickey" was presented on public
television as part of the American Playhouse Series
in 1987. Members of the cast included, from left: Zach
Galligan, Robert Joy and Edward Herrmann.

The Lawrenceville Stories
by Owen Johnson

1. The Eternal Boy Dodd, Mead 1909
2. The Hummingbird Baker & Taylor 1910
3. The Varmint Baker & Taylor 1910
4. The Prodigious Hickey' Baker & Taylor 1911
5. The Tennessee Shad Baker & Taylor 1911
6. Skippy Bedelle Little, Brown 1922

Related title (not part of series):

Stover at Yale Frederick A. Stokes 1912

Omnibus volume:

The Lawrenceville Stories" Simon & Schuster 1967

• "The Eternal Boy" was reissued in its original title by Baker &Taylor
in 1910. Then, in 1911, presumably to boost sales, Baker &Taylor
reissued it again as "The Prodigious Hickey," which was part of the
original subtitle.
.. The Simon & Schuster volume of 564 pages contains complete
reprints of "The Prodigious Hickey," "The Varminr and "The Tennes
see Shad," including many of the original illustrations.
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The secret of Box MSS 107
or, What the Naney Axelrad papers revealed

Howard R. Garis

Part I - The Howard Garis folder

by Jame D. Keeline (PF·898)

I n an arli r articl for ewsboy} I mention d variou
ourc f information on The Stratemeyer Syndicate,

both tapp d and untapp d, to k ep re earcher bu y until
th yndicat file, tran f ered la t year to the ew York
Public Library, ar catalogued to the ati faction of librar
ian and made a ailabl .

Th 1993 ancy Dr w onfer nee in Iowa City proved
to be an citing gath ring for ran well beyond me t
ing Mildred Wirt B n on and more than 300 ancy Drew
fan, 11 ct rand r ar hr. A ha been reported in
Yellowback Library, former Stra terneyer Syndica te part
n rand author ancy elradmad anappearanceatGil
0' ara' uite at th motel. What began a a mall gath
ering b came an audi n e of a doz n or mor p ople
Ii tening t her r coli ction of the tratemeyer Syndi
cate. n of the thing he m ntioned wa that a quantity
of pap r he had gather d with the intent of writing a
b k n -dward tratem y rand the Syndicate had been
donated t the B in ck Manuscript Coll ction at Yale
Univ r ity.

Upon locating the addr of thi in titution, I in-
quir d and I arned that a r gister f th ancy Axelrad
donation of Strat m y r yndicat paper had be n cre
at d and wa availabl for t n dollar. Wh n this 30-page
packag arri ed, I I am d ju t what th cope of thi
mat rial wa . Rath r than being a bo or two of pap r , it
wa about 10 lin ar fe t of material.

I knew then that it wa phy ically impo ibl to own
photoc pi of all publicly available tratemeyer Syndi
cat file. It b cam a financial impo ibility, too, a I
noted that th photo-duplication charg was 30 cent per
pag if reque ted by mail and 20 cents per page when
r qu t din P r n. I wa not y t ready to fly outto ew
Haven, t., nor had I r cently w n the alifomia tat
lottery, 0 I revi w d the r gi t r and made elections of
the mo tinter ting file fold r .

Th va t bulk of th ollection in numb r of fold r
and page volume p rtain t the ale of the Syndicate to
Sim nand Schu t r in 19 4. v ral draft of the ale
contract, 19 3 al figures for key erie ,and transfer of
trademark and opyright ar d cribed. The latter two
may prov interesting, but I did not order th m in my fir t
batch of r qu t d fj) mat rial.

arly in the regi t r wa a ery exciting group of

folder. Th ycontained ample ofWriter' Agr ment,
with mo t b ing divided merely by letter of th alpha
bet. Thus, all of the writer who contribut d to the eri
with th la t name b ginning with the I tt r "A" ap
peared in that file folder. Writers with multiple contract
were eparat d into folder with th ir name, uch a
Harriet Adam and ancy Axelrad. S veral known
nam were li ted, including W. B rt Fo t r, Howard R.

ari , iJlu trator
Paul Fram and
Mildred Wirt. Mo t
tantalizingw r the
fold r m rely
identifi d by a let
ter and given date
to id ntily th docu
ment era. For ex
amp1 , the earlie t
d ument found in
the coli ction i an
1895 scrap of pap r
from Loui harle

tratem yer indi
cating the rec ipt f
$25 for the copy

right and erial "Five Hundred Mil s Und rground."
aturally, thi may imply that the arly lum of th
r at Marvel Serie (und r the p eud nym "Roy

R ckwood") may hav had origin a try-pap r ri
al . The clo e t title in that erie i Volume 3, "Five
Thou and Mile Underground; or, Th My t ry of th
Cent r of the Earth" (Cupple & Leon, 1908).

When the e file folders arrived, along with other
that I had r que ted totaling neady $100, I imm diat ly
wa of little use to the taff and cu tomers of The Prince
and the Pauper ollectible Childr n' Books, of which I
am the manager. Th y could hear my e clamation of
urpri e, like "1 thought o!" as each page was turned.

Some of th mat rial onfirrn d our coli ctive re-
earch, while other document reveal d totally new

information. For xampl, w alway beli ved that
Howard R. ari wrote The Motor Boy eri a
" larenc Young." Thi wa confirmed by th ign d
contract and release for the fir t volum , dat d Jan. 24,
1906, roughly th equival nt t the Tom wift contra t
release that wa upplied by the aris family to Jack
Diz r and ha b n r print d in ew boy and I -

(Colltillued 011 Page 12)
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The secret of Box MSS 107
revealed

"Raymond p rry Jr." u d for "Th White Ribbon Boy
of Che t r," upple & Lon, 1 16). Pr viou Iy, thO

ri ,al known a Th w pap r ri and Th
Young Reporter ri, wa publi h d by hatt rton
P ck, org Sull and ro t&Dunlapund rH ward
R. Gari ' own name.

Th qu lion ha b n a k d, did ari write th
volume ind p ndently of Th trat meyer yndicat
f r whom h had b n working (at I a t inc January
1906, with the fir t volum of The Motor Boy , a m n
ti n d abo e) and off r it t th arne act publi h r
that Edward tratem yer had b n u ing for th Rov r
Boy and Bobb eyTwin volum , han ing to ro t &
Dunlap at the arne tim in 190 ?

Th coincid nc wa rath r trang. Thi I d many to
b lieve that th erie wa rtainly writt n by ari but
that it wa a Syndicat - ontr 11 d pr du t, own d by

trat m r. If thi wer 0, th n the other Howard R.
ari ri of the m p ri d, The Dick Hamilton
rie , would h Id th am tatu.
F rtunately, rna t of th qu tion ha n w b n

r 01 ed. Signed contra t-r I a for v ral volum of
th DickHamiltonandYoungR port r ri '(including
the fir t volume of each ri , dated ov. 9, 190 , and
Jan. ,1907, re pecti I) ar in th ari f Ider and not
payment from, and tran f r of right to, Edward

tratem yer for the tit! . Fr m th w rding f th
contract, ari wr te th tw eri ba ed up n hi

Newark, N.J., January 24, 1906.

For and in consideration of the sum of One Hundred Dollars, the

receipt of Which is hereby ac~nowledged, I ~ransfer and set aside to

Edward Stratemeyer, his heirs and assigns, all my right, title and

interest in a certain story written by me on a plot fUrnished by Ed-

ward Stratemeyer and entitled, "The Yotor BoYs."

In making this transfer I give to said Edward Stratemeyer the

right to URe the manuscript as he pleases, making such cranges ae he

pleases, and pUblish ng under any pen name that may be his business

praperty, and takjng out copyright on t~e FtOry.

Howard Garis' contract-release for writing the first volume of The Motor Boys Series.
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own outlin , whil th fir t volume of Th Motor Boy
wa "written by m n a plot furni hed by dward

tratem yr."
I arly, ari wa con id r d a competent nough

writ r to b giv n additional latitude wh n writing
tori . It i rea onabl to gu that up to half of ari'

workfortheSyndicatewa there ultofhi ownoutlin ,
with the r maind r d riv d from pi t outline pro ided
by Edward Strateme r and later, hi daughter.

A comparativ lIng contract wa igned on Jan. 15,
1908 by Howard R. ari and Edward tratemeyer and
witne d by r. ~dward trat m y r. Thi contract
( hown at right) outline an agr ement for ari to write
10 olum that ear in variou erie with "two under
Howard R. ari' own name." The contract further
tipulat that ari willbepaid$100for250-pagebook

the ize of The Motor Boy and $125 for 310-page book
the iz f th Jack Rang r volume.

ari al a r not to offer manu cripts to any ofthe
xi ting yndicat publi her: upple & Leon,

Chatterton-P ck, ros. ct & Dunlap and Lothrop, Le &
h pard. Thi agr m nt wa almo t certainly a r ult of
trat meyer moving hi publishing activity from
hatt rton-P ck to ro t & Dunlap and the r ulting

law uit by the former again t trat m yer and the lat
ter.4

Thi created an int r ting arrangement that ha not
b en xplicitly tated b fore, although J am ure it ha
o curr d t many re ar hr. If ari agr d in 190 to
not offer book to yndicate publi her, then what doe
that m an to ri print d under ari' nam by th e
publi h r ? - ample abound, uch a The Curlytop

rie publi h d by uppl & Lon, Th Happy Home
eri by r t & Dunlap and the Buddy bo ks, al 0

b uppl & Leon. Ar th yndicate eri ?
In an, to a k th que tion i to an wer it. Th

vid nc lie in th aris fold r. For example, th re i a
igned contract from Ma 20,1917 in which ari agr e

t be paid $100 for a h of th fir t four book in The
Curlytop ri with each tory being 45,000 word in
I ngth. M anwhil, ari promi e t not i ue any n w
erie in 1917 and 191 to compete with thi erie.

xclu ivity agr em nt probably dep nd d on th
tatu of the particular gh twriter. Howard ari wa a

clo fri nd of Stratem y rand w rked on many eri
from early 1906 through the arly 1930 and po iblya
I te a 194. v n till, h ign d an agr m nt to n t
offer manu cript to yndi at publi her a it "might
t nd to hurt Edward tratemeyer' lit raryag ncyand
th bu ine d n by it." om authorsmayhav worked
on a few olume, and thi typ of agre m nt with it
weeping implicati n many not have b n appropriat .

n th r author wh did ha lhi type of agr em nt
with tratem y r wa W. B rt Fo ter (Walter Bertram

An ',;Teer:ent r-ado thl.s 15th. MY or January, 1908, 'bot",en
RtI-.arcl R. OaTh, or tt ....ark. X. J. t author, anrt r,rtwud Strstao

oyer, or lfewn.rk. ,.. J. t 11ternry AGent.
1I0ward R. r.arl, har.b,. aG"~ to rurnhh to T.dwnr/\ StJ"11t

eneYlr durinC the reor 1008 tf,. oanuserlpt. or ten Itorlo.
tor 'boy" to b. slDlldJ" In 3t~1. and. u to0d as tho,. h.
has be.n ~urnhhlns: to X.\warrt Strat.lMytr In the ..~t.
or thiS' tin atorl., on. 1:'1 to be d.l1.",...4 Jan ~Oth. one
about Fob. loth. on. I\bout l("r. 10th, on. about Aprll bt ••
ona "bout April ?5th, I\n/\ tho ~1xth not lator t~.3n ::a,.
?-oth •• 1908. Tha,. art to b. wrltton to ortler. on t1tle. anel
f11ot~ turnl.sh.4 '1 Rrtward. Strateeoy.r. &.net .hen aceepted. antt
pale tor are to b.cOllIa EeI",rd Stratln.,. r'~ ""clu.1.,. propOJ"'

ty. Ot tha Ton .tQrla~ .14ht aro to ba auet unetor pen-
""",as tho property ot );dward Strt<uroey.r and hls . ubll~ho...
and two und.r 1I0ward R. Carls'. own name. The la.t tour
.torle. are to b. turnlshed by lI........d R. Carla to J;dward
StratoM.yer .one tl... bot....n Ja.na 15th. anet Dec. 1. 190e.
Roward R. Oarl~ also ave•• to turnhh two ""ra .torl..
oth.r than tho ton It Ketwa.r/\ Stnotall.,..r wlah.. the".

On tho ~torl.. l:d....../\ Strate"e,..r ar.re•• to PAY upon ac
cept:>nco ot tlanu.crlpt. ot acc.ptabla atorl.. , as toll.... :
For storti.! calculated to rake about ?SO ,.,..a ot & book
$1&8 ot -The }lotar BOJs· on. hundred dollars .ach, and. on
atorl.. calculato/\ to nake book~ ot :no fl&3 • o1",l1ar to
-Jack Ranc.r'. Scho~ll1.ay•• • one hundrect &net twenty-tt."
.solla......eh. It<twar/\ St""t...,o,.ar ~hall ortl.... oach .torr or
ona lenlflh or tha 0 thor.

In cons1d.... tton ot the aboya Roward R. Oarla herab)"
ave.. to rurnlah no ~torla. to the tollowlnc tin'll or th.lr
acont.: Cuppl.. " Leon Co. 1I0w York C1t,., r.hatUrton-
Veck Co., lin York Cit,.. Orou.t .. Dunlap, II.. York Clty ••
and Lot~.rop. Lao .. Sh.perd Co., 80~ton. lla......1th.... und.r
his own nan. or unc\er a pin nana. as h. u.n4erstaniU that nch
an action on hla part 1I1C"t tond to hurt r.4Ward Strat ,.or'.
l1torary aSaney an/\ tho bu.ln..~ elon. by It. It 10 undor
atood that Kowar/\ R. Carls ls trIO to ...,.Ito .tor1es tor
any othar PIIbll~her., both und.r h10 ...... naa anet un<l.r h1.
prlnt. nol:Hl...plW'l'.

Should ac.epUbla ator1.. 811M to n..d .......11~t r ...
• lslon or lanath.n1nr. ROW'&J'l1 O..... la ewee. to do the .ana
"ithout dlla,..Met without. eharSI,Jtor J:dwarrt :;:trat e,.er. K,
alao asr'" to toll... plot an4 ouU1n.. turnlsha4 ta1lJ>
rully ln writ ll1C aU storlo~.

In wltna...hareot the p.....tt .. .,.nUon.et ha•• th1. day
•• t the1r handa. In tha otty ot 1I.......k. R. J.

Garis' contract with Edward Stratemeyer to write 10
books to described specifications during 1908.

Fo ter, 1869-1929). In tober and 0 ember 1917, Fo 
ter old two torie to Edward tratemeyer. I have not
been able to d t rmine their tatus a publish d tori
Thefir twa '"J hnRyder' Honeymoon'b ingba ed n
a tory written by me and entitled 'The Rift in the Honey
mo n'" and the cond wa "High Tide of Fortune, (th
Stowaway)." Th contract for the former ha th tan
dard phra "on a title and outlin fumi h d b aid
Edward tratemeyer" while the econd ha thi portion
lined ut. It i lik lyan ver ight n the fir t contract that
wa corrected for the econd. The latter story apparently
appeared ( rially?) in" everal n w paper year ago."
On both, all rights to the tory, cept tho f fir t
app arance, wer tran f rr d t " dward trat me r,
Lit rary Agent."

nApriI2,1921,Fo ter ign dag neralagr m ntto
(Continued 011 Pag!! 14)
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The secret of Box MSS 107
or, What the aney Axelrad papers revealed
(Continued from Page 13)

write for Stratemey r for at 1 a t fi e year and not off r
manu cript under hi own name to the e i ting li t of

ndicat publishers: Cupple & Leon, Lothrop, Lee &
hepard, r et & Dunlap, Barse & Hopkins and eorge
ully & o. ne dollar was gi en to Fo ter to eal the

agr m nt.
Thi indicates that it is likely that Gari al 0 had a

ontra t of thi type in later years, ca ting strong evi-
d nee that ralother ari erie were, in fact, Syndi-
at - wned.

It ha become clear that as more material emerge
fr m th Syndicate fil ,that th re are at least four type
of Edward trat meyer or tratemeyer Syndicate books.* The fir t and mo t bviou are the torie that w re
personally ritten by Edward Stratemey r under hi
ownnam orone fhi p r onalp eudonym likeArthur

. Winfi ld r aptain Ralph Bon hill.
* The c nd typ of book i a tory who outline

and basic plot was creat d by Stratemeyer or on of hi
uc ss r , and given to a ghostwriter to d velop into a

full tory for lat r diting by Stratemeyer (or hi daugh
ters or other yndicate ditor following hi death in
1930). b i u e ample of this ar the above-men
ti n d ari ontract for otor Boys and the early Tom

wift titl ,although later Tom wiIt volume wer
probably outlin d by aris himself. The Axelrad files
al 0 hold c pi of 1909 contract with Garis for two title
in the W b t r rie, 0.4, "TheYoungTreasure Hunter"
and .9, "Two Boy old Miner ," both from outlin
furni hed by Edward tratem yer. It is a good a sump
tion that Gari wrote oth r volume of this rie a well.* The third typ f yndicate book, not fully de-

rib d befor, ccur when an author, u ually one of
tratemeyer' ghostwriter, pre nt a complet d story,

u ually ba d upon his or h r own outline, for complete
tran fer of th right b fore the tory i publi hed for the
fir t time. An e ampl of thi i aris' Larry Dexter rie
(al 0 known a th Th Young Reporter Serie or Great

w pap r ri ) and the Dick Hamilton Serie . Both
wer craft d independently by Garis and sold to
Strat mey r in chang for future rights and pot ntial
r yaltie .* Th f urth type of Syndicate-controlled book, al 0

larg ly unm ntion d, wa derived from tori writt n
by an author and publi h d in a dime novel, tory paper

r carli r bo k f rm. Aft r the initial publication, th
~t ry and ub qu nt right were Id to tratemeyer
\ ith thc mo t likely intent of reworking the tory into an
e:>-i ting eri like the r at Marv I or Dav F arle

erie . (Editor's note: Evidence of thi re-Ii e ofdime novel
material has has been discoveredfor the SYlldicate's Nat Ridley
Serie , publi !zed by Garden City in 1926-27).5

In each of the above ca e (tho e involving out ide
writers, not tratemeyer a author), the writer was paid
a um between $75 and $150 for creative work on a story.
In xchange for imrnediat ca h, the writ r would tran 
fer all right to Edward Stratemeyer, who would retain
th m and r new copyright a allow d by the 1909
Copyright Act.

This amount of money em meager by today'
standard . However, it hould b noted that a gho t
writ r would b paid nearly the ame figur up front for
a uccessful tory like a Tom Swift that old in the
hundred of thousand, a well as for a r latively un
known story like "Th White Ribbon Boy of he ter"
who ale w re insignificant, whi h add to that title's
e trem carcity.

The amount paid by tratemey r t hi writer w r
equivalent to about thr e month' wage at th time.
Imagine if orneone wanted you to d two week ' work
and would pay you ix times th amount upon comple
tion, with th only re triction being that you would have
to ign away aU right to your creation. It wa a tempting
offer indeed. It wa a1 0 done without regrets, a en by
the writings of Roger Gari and L lie McFarlane.

Regarding exclusivity agreement, it is inter sting to
note which publi her w r not Ii ted. ari had pub
lished his non-Syndicate Uncle Wiggily tori with Fenno
and Chari E. raham, and later by A.L. Burt and Platt
and Munk.

In1933and1934,A.L.Burtpublish d ri byHoward
and (hi son) Roger aris (The Rocket Rider and The

utboard Boys, re pectively). In the Fortune articl , "For
ItWa Indeed He" (April 1934), A.L. Burt indictated that
itdidnotpubli hStratemey rSyndicate ri because it
purcha edmanu cript outright.6 Ther fore, The Rocket
Rid rand Th Outboard Boys w r not Syndicat
ries. It appear they came out of growing friction be
twe n Howard Gari and Edward Strat m y r's daugh
ter .

For xampl , a contract igned by Howard R. ari for
a "Bunny Brown and h r Si ter Sue" volume dated Oct.
20,1930, five months after Edward tratemeyer' d ath,
transfers rights to the tory to the "Estate of Edward
Stratemey r." Six month later, Gari had written two
letter to "Mr . (Harri t S.) Adam" and "Mi (Edna C.)
Stratemey r."

The e letter discus arrangem nts for aris to con
tinue working for th Syndi ate in 1931. Initially, h
indicated that he could not do the work in good con
ci nce for Ie than $100 p r we k (n te: a w ekly alary

rather than apr-book stipend). By th ond I tter, h
(Colltinued 011 Page 16)
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Newark, N. J., April 12, 1909.

Page 15

For and in consideration of the sum of seventy-rive dollar~, the
receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, I h~reby sell, tran~!er and
set aside to Edward Strqtemeyer, of Newark, N. J., all my right, title
and interest in a story written by me on an outline furnished by said
Stratemeyer, said story being called

Two Boy Gold ~iners, Or, Lost in the Mountains.
In making this transfer I hereby affirm that my work on the story

is now and orgginal, and I give to E~ward Stratemeyer tull permission
to print the story under any pen name that may be his trade-mark
prop~rty or the property of his assiBns j and I will not claim any right
is said trade-mark pen name.

Howard Garis wrote early volumes in the Stratemeyer Syndicate's Alger-like Webster Series.

NEW YORK ,
For and in oonsideration ot the sum of

July 3, 1917

One Hundred Dollars, ($100.)
the receipt of whioh is hereby aoknowledged, 1 hereby sell, transfer snd set
aside to Edward Stratemeyer. Literary Agent, of New York, N. Y., his heirs
aod assigos, all my right, title and interest in a certain story written by
me 00 a title and outline furnished by said Edward Stratemeyer and nemed

The Curlytops at 'Cherry Farm By Howard R. Garia

In making this transfer 1 hereby affirm that my work on the story is
absolutely new. and 1 hereby grant to Edward Stratemeyer full permission to
print the story under any trade-mark pen name that may be his business
property, and 1 further agree that 1 will not use suoh pen name in any
manner whatsoever. Or it can be used under my own name.

This contract-release proves that Garis' Curlytops Series was a Stratemeyer Syndicate property.
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The secret of Box MSS 107
or, What the aney Axelrad paper revealed
(Continl/ed from Page 15)

had agr d to work for $1,000 for th "outline for boy'
b ks for ro et & Dlllliap and uppl & Leon for
1932, b twe n March 16 and Jlllle 15."

ppar ntly, ari and the Strat m y r daught rs
had a me ting in which ome doubt wa ca t about aris'

ffi i nt u of tim. ari bj cted to thi , writing a
foll w to th trat meyer daughter on March 9, 1931:

"The kind ofwork I l1Qve beell doing and what I propo eta
do for yOIl i not the sort that can be measured by hOllrs and
days. Iden for new book do not come at a beck and call. One
may consider them for days and turn alit no concrete work.
A, nill, olle mny tllm alit two plot in a day. It is, I "IiPpO e, n
matter of temperament. I do not offer thi in apology but in

explanation.
"1 consider that Iam elling YOl/not so many hours ofwork

each day or week, not a many pages of typewriting, bllt part
ofmy brains, my talwt , my experience and knowledge gained
by over twenty-five years ofhard work ill thi bll iness."7

Although the yndicate file show that Howard ari
wroteBobb eyTwin title from 1913 through 1935 (with
a one-volume "encore" in 1948), it i apparent that hi
working r lation hip with Harri t Adam wa much
cooler than it wa with her father and that hi in olve
m nt with the yndicate wa very limit d from the early
1930 onward.

Additional information will b told in futur articl
in thi erie a more Syndicate files become available.

For now, I w lcome r ad r ' corom nt or critici m f
the coneIu ion I have r ached 0 far. Iu t write to m at
The Prince and the Pauper, 3201 Adam Av., an
Diego, CA 92116.

Newark, N. J., Nov. 9, 1908.

For an in cor:sideration of tl~e !um of one hundred anti. twenty
five dollars, the receipt of which is hereby ac¥~owledged, I, Howard R.
Garis, author, of Newark, ll. J., do hereby sell, transfer and !et aside
to F.dward Stratemeyer, of Newark, N. J., hi~ heir~ and assigns,all my
right, tttle and interest, toggther with copyright and renewal thereof,
in a cdrtain story written by me and entitled,

Di~k Hamilton's Porttme.
Being Volume One of the Dick Hamilton Series.
In making this transfer it is unde~stood that the story 1s to be

issued under r.ly name as author. I also agree, in consideration of
Edward Stra temeyer taking this story, to ft~rnish hir. with other stories
in this series, if he wishes one or more of tl',el:1 fron tir.:e to tillie,
us follows: J. second story in tr.ls series, sar.:e length and quslity
as first,in 1909 for one hundred and twenty-five dollars and a third
stor~ at one hundre~ and fifty dollars, and after that one or two sto~ie~

per yeur until the series contains six, the fourtr., fifth and sixth to
be sold as abl.:ve for one hundreci and fifty dollars ec,cr.. I also agree,
in cor.slneratlon of the purchase by Ed~ard Stratemeyer of the above
named manuscript, not to write for any other asent or publisher any other
Dick H~~ilton stories or any storie~ containing the characters in the
Dick Hamilton Serie~.

This contract-release for the first volume in the Dick Hamilton Series carries the stipulation that" ...the story
is to be issued under my name as author." This shows the unique relationship Howard Garis had with Edward
Stratemeyer, in which the latter purchased all rights to books totally written by Garis rather than written from
plot outlines furnished by Stratemeyer, as Garis did for the Motor Boys, Tom Swift and other Syndicate series.
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·UNCLE WIGGILY· BOOKS AND STORIES

October 30, 1925

Page 17

Mr. Edw£'.Z" Stratemeycr

New York, 1-1. y.

Dear Mr. StratemeYer:

You are hereby authorize to sell, f~r republication ul~er any

pen-~~ you select, the series of books which r _rote for you under

the t.itle of t.he "LARRY DEXTER SERIES," or "THE YOUNG REPORTER SERIES,·

of h'ch booY~ you ~n the copyrights. And you aTe likewise authorized

to have thes~ bOOKS cut. down in size or rewritten as best suits you,

elimin~ting from them my name as the author· I hereby agree not to

make any c aim for royal ties or otherwise on these volumes as rept;blishal.

In 1925, Garis authorized Stratemeyer to have the Larry Dexter (or Young Reporter) Series republished under
a pseudonym. The reprints became the Garden City paperback Larry Dexter Series, by "Raymond Sperry."

OTES
1. K lin, Jam D. (PF- 9 ). "M chanic of th

trat m r yndi at " ew boy, emb roD em-
ber 1992, pp. 9-15 and January-F bruary 1993, pp.9-13.

2. Diz r, J hn T. (PF-511). " 0 Who rote T m,
wiftly?" ew boy, Ma -Jun 1 92, pp. -9.

3. w n, William R. (PF-70 ). " trat mey r' Gar-
d n ity Publi hing V ntur and H wit r w." Dime

o el Round-Up, t b r 1 92, pp. 2-95.
4. The Publi hers' Weeki , January 4, 190 ( o.

1 75), p. 34; and arch 7, 190 ( 0.1 84), p. 1102.
5. Walth r, P t r . (PF-54 )." dward Stratemey r

and the Old ap Collier Library." ew boy, ov m
b roD c mb r 19 7, p. . Walther r al that c py
right w r tran f rr d fr m orman L. Munro to Ed
ward trat m y r in 1 02 f r 11 dim -nov I torie
(who h roe included "Da h Dare," "Jack harpley,"
" Id pangl," "Placer Dan," et .), which tratemeyer

had author d und r th "Ed tray r" p ud n m b 
tw n 1 92 and 189 .

Additional r earch by D idr on J hn n (PF-596)
publi hed in Dime ovel Round-Up, ugu t 19 , pp.
60-62, ti everal of the e Old Cap Collier tori to the
Strat me r Syndicat -pr du d at Ridl Jr., Rapid-
Fir D t ctiv tori ."A clo r look at th at Ridl
and Old Cap Colliers how d at Ridl y wa actually
th Old Cap Collier dete tiv r incarnated and r -

i ed," John on ay .
Th P cific r writ di over d ar a follow:

0.448 in the Old Cap Collier Library, "Da hOar
the Detecti ," \ a updat d a o. 1 in th at Ridl

ri ," uilty or t GUilty?"
o. 560 in th Old Cap Collier Library, "Da hOar

n Tim ," wa updat d a 0.3 in th at Ridle
"In th ick f Time."

(COli till lied 011 Page 18)
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0.604 in the Old Cap Collier Library, "Da h Dare's
Man Hunt," wa updated a o. 2 in the at Ridley

ri , "Track d to the W t."
o. 627 in the Old Cap Collier Library, "Da h Dare

n tage," wa updated a 0.7 in the at Ridley erie,
" ecret of the Stage."

0.6 linth OldCapCollierLibrary," IdSpangle,
the ircu Dete tive," was updated as o. in the at
Ridley' rie , "The reat ircu My try."

. o. 704 in ~ Old Cap Collier Library, "Battery
BOICe, th El ctnc D tective," wa updated a o. 10 in
th at Ridl ri, "Th Rac Track Crooks."

0.724 in th Old Cap Collier Library, "Waldo, the
Wizard D t cti c," wa updated a o. 9 in th at
Ridl y ri ,"A Scr am in the Dark."

0.737 in the Old Cap Collier Library, "Placer Dan,
the Yukon D tective," wa updated as o. 6 in the at
Ridley rie, "The Stolen ugg ts of Gold."

o. 757 in the Old Cap Collier Library, "Va co, the
Magician D tective," was updated a o. 4 in the at
Ridley S rie , "The Crime on the Limited."

6. "For It Wa Ind d H ." Fortune, April 1934, p.
1 4.

7. E rpt d fr mal tter from Howard R. aris to
The tratem yer yndicate, Ea t Orange, .J., dated
Mar h 9,1931.

BOOK MART
Floyd M. Hunt (PF-785)

220 Welcome Way
Apt. 110-D

Indianapolis, IN 46214
1-317-271-9301

The following Algers are for sale:

Tom Temple's Career (A.L. Burt, Fez format #1, VG) $10.00
From Canal Boy to President (Anderson, not early first, VG) $25.00
The Young Adventurer (Winston, Fine) $10.00
Falling In With Fortune (Mershon 1900, not first, VG) $15.00
Try and Trust (Porter & Coates, Flying Wheel ed., VG) $20.00
Mark the Match Boy (Porter &Coates, VG) $20.00
Only an Irish Boy (Burt, Three Circles ed., Fine) $15.00

Jed, the Poorhouse Boy (Winston Library ed., Fine) $20.00

rvIdHH'S &JnJ glbo t Jri t JrS

&llJ.C/, X gJr J P&P Jr

by James D. Keeline (PF-898)

In addition to confirming information from
other ource, the ancy Ax lrad pap r in the
Beinecke Manu cript Collection at Yale Univer
ity have given u n w name behind known
tratemeyer Syndicate eries.

For xample, w kn w that Howard Gari
wrote the fir t v lume of the Motor Boys Seri
in 1906, and th Axelrad paper do, in fact, in
clude a igned contract-relea e for the fir t title in
that erie.

How ver, to learn that Howard's wife, Lilian
aris, wrote The Motor irl in 1909 is particu

larly int resting, even though w knew he did
work for the Syndicate 0 er the year. Lilian
Garis al 0 sold a story to the Syndicate on Dec. 27,
1948 for one dollar called "Th Riverton Mys
tery." Thus far, I have not be n able to determine
of thi title wa actually u ed for a bo k or whe
ther the tory wa u ed und r another title.

In addition, th Axelrad fil r vealed that a
dime nov I author, W ldon J. obb, wa con
tracted to write th fir t volume of the Ralph of
th Railroad Serie in Sept mb r 1905 for The

tratemeyer yndicatc und r th p eudonym of
"All n Chapman." obb wa paid $75 for the
tory, with a handwritten note in the margin of

the contract, "Paid by check, S pt. 15, 1905." ate
that this the earlie t document I have seen that
pecifically menti n The Stratemeyer yndicat.

As mentioned in the main article, Loui
Charles Stratemeyer was paid $25 in 1895 for a
erial story titled "Five Hundred Miles Under

ground," which i v ry similar to th title of the
third volume in the Great Marvel Serie , "Five
Thou and Mile Underground" (Cupples & Lon,
190 ). If this, and other stori s in the Great Mar
vel Series were adaptation from tory paper
serials and dime novel, it could explain why the
torie contain b rderlin raci m, which wa

mar appar nt in tho e genre .
While L lie McFarlan i be t known for wri-

ting the early Hardy Boy rie title, the other
"Franklin W. Dixon" for the T d Scott Flying
Stori remains a my t ry. The Axelrad pap r
hold a igned c ntract dat d July 10, 1941 for
volume 19 of the Ted cott serie . While the book

(Continued 0/1 Pa e 19)
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Edward Stratemeyer and the Stratemeyer Syndicate had contracts with many well-known and lesser-known writers.

a publi h dud th title "Hunting the Sky pie; or,
T ting th In i ibl Plan ," th contract mer ly u
the ubtitle to id ntify th b ok: liT ting th In i ible
Plan ." Th contract i ign d by John . Duffield and
i notariz d.

Pa m nt for th manu cript wa on dollar. It i
po ibl that paym nt am in ad ance or that Duffi ld
\ a on alary c ntract with the yndicate. Another inter

tingp ibilit i thatJ hnW.Duffieldi th am man
who wr te th ight-volum B rt Wil on ri for ully

Kl inteich in 191 and 1914, along with on volum f
the Radi Boy ri publi h d by M. . Donohu in
1 22 und r th nam "J.W.Duffi ld."

trat mey r had orne rie b oks publi hed by
rg ully and ompany (th ucc or to ullyand

Kl inteich, fr m 191 until it wa old to A.L. Burt in
1 32), which may rai qu tion ab ut the tatu of th
aforem ntion d Bert Wi! on book. Were the

trat m r-contr 11 d?
AD. II, 1 06 ontract docum nt payment by d

ward trat m y rtoMatth wWhite,Jr.(1857-1940)for
lie tra w rk" on tw tori that w r probably pr i

u I pub!' h d a dim nov 1 r tor pap r erial
during the p ri d Whit work d for Frank . Munsey. I
have not b n abl to find re ord of th fir t, "Ru II

ray' S archil (formerly "Battling with Fortune"). How-
ver, a e nd titl ,"Tw B y and a Fortun II (form rly

"Th T t of F rtune") wa publi hed by hatterton
P k in 1907 and r print d by ro t & Dunlap a on
of Th Enterpri Boo .

Th nterpri B k mpri d a et of ight b ks
riginally publi h d by hatterton-P ck and mo ed to
&0 wh n dward trat m y r beam di ati fied

with th fr qu nt hang within the M r hon comple
(M r h n, titt and hattert n-P ck) b twe n 1 9 and
1907. Th II nt rpri B ks" titl wa placed on the

at the tim &0 t ok 0 r publication in 1 0 .
Thr f Th Ent rpri Books w r writt n und r

familiar trat m yer r yndicat p eud nym, rthur
M. Winfi Id ("Bob, th Ph t raph r"), aptain Ralph
Bon hill ("Lo t in th Land of I e") and Roy Rockwood
("Ja k rth' Tr a ur Hunt"); ne titl ,"Th Qu t f

th il r wan," wa written by W. B rt Fo t r (1 69
1929), a known yndicat gho tior th Ruth Fi Iding and
Betty Gordon erie, among oth r, ince 1913.

ow, with the Matthew Whit contract onfirming
that "Two Boy and a Fortune" wa a ndicat pr duct
(ba d on one of his earlier tori and publi h d under
hi own nam ), it i al 0 idence that th other thr
title of Th Ent rpri e Book, one each by William

urray ra don ("Canoe Boy and amp Fir "), Pet r
T. Harkne ("And th Acrobat") and illiam D. M Hat
"Th Crirn on Bann r") w r Syndi at -c ntroll d.

That fact ha be n made clear in th ad rti ment
plac din th March 7,190 i ue of Publi hers Weekly
by ro t & Dunlap announcing that firm' compl tion

fllanarrang mentwithMr. Edward trat m y r, wn r
of the plat and cop right ,and the publi hing h u of
Chatt rton-P ck ., wher b we hav tak n ov r the
publication of the following well-known book ." In
dud d, along with R er Boy, Bobb YTwin, tc. in
th acqui ition are all eight title in The Ent rpri B oks.

Th ne t qu tion nter around th i ue f wher
Stratemey r met the e author. An amination of th
Ii ting of boo by Matthew White, Jr. how that v
eral of hi title wer published by Str t & rnith (1902
04), F d ral (1904-06) and Da id McKay in th B wn
Library. The arne i true for William Murray raydon.

inc Strat meyer wa working a an ditor of Good
ews for Str et & rnith in 1892, he would ha e had an

opportunity to m t White and raydon th r . Weldon
J. obb al 0 wrote for treet & Smith.

L king further in th lrad pap r, opi f
igned contract with gho twriter Elizab th D. Ward

i t for "Th utdoor irl on a an Trip" dat d t.
, 1929, and for liThe Outdoor irl in 0 ert Valley,"

dat d July 7, 1931. Th ar t pical yndi at b
" ...writt n by me on a title and complete workin outlin
furni hed by aid Edward trat m r."

Th ontract-r I a with vari u author repeat-
dl u e th phra "trade-mark p n nam ." Thi w uld

I ad one to b lieve that th U.. Pat nt and Trademark
ffic might contain int re ting informati n that r 

main untapp d.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
( 011 t ill lied fro III rage 4)

Dear Bill:
Ju t a not t t 11 you that I ha de id d to 11 my

trail rand mov into a retirem nt facility. As I will not
ha n arly a much pac I hav decid d to ell my
coli cti n of tr t & mith Alger erie. I ha e all 104
diti n ,whichgi an Ig rcollectoranice tartonth

t tal of 130-plu Alger t rie . Th Y all have front and
back c rand hav b n bound in attracti e cover by
th late Frank hott. I have $1,400 on th m and will hip
th m pr paid to anyone for $1,000.

I al ha n et f th un rie 1 ft, which I will
• II f r 100. 1 ,a mint first edition of "Horatio Alger

r, Th m rican Hero ra," autographed by ardn r,
f r 35; The ntiquarian Bookman of July 1959, th
pial H rati 1ger I u, for 25; and "Horatio Alger,

Jr. Bibliography," Frank Grub r (from the Stanley
Pa h n II ti n) f r $35. I ha e a few other goodie
which [ will pa k up and end to the next convention a
ad nati n.

I aloha a S,OOO-it m U.S. tamp colle tion hou ed
in fi indn r album ( ou don't u mounting hinge ).
I will ace pt an rea onable offer.

y b t t ou and th 1ger i ty. I rally njoy th
way y u handl ew boy.

Your partie'lar friend,
B b aw er (PF-4S5)
4473 Janie Mad Blvd.
Enchant d Acr

lumbu, H 43207

o ar Bill:
W r c ntl t ok a Thank gi ing holiday trip to La

e a, alif. to take part in a mini-Bib rdorf family
r uni n h t d b my i t r, loria, and h r hu band,

rt Pul . During a tour f an Oi go we vi ited ome of
the many bo k tor n dam A nu.

I had pr iou I contacted The Prine and the Pauper
bo k t r wh r Jame Ke lin (PF- 9 ) works. After
intr duction ,Jame t ok me on a tour through their
\- II-maintain d and w II-organized childr n' book
t r . That i b iou in the ndo ed photo of Jame and

m If in fr nt f th w ll-stocked book helve . Alg r
tit! w r limited but th re wa a nice variety of other
childr n' titl .

Jam is working on a bibliography ofbooks that were
ntuall adapt d f r Oi n y mo i .Th bibliography

i. heduled t be publi hed next ear. B on the lookout
for it; m f y u may want to think ab ut the Oi ney
b k a a p cialty c II ction. Jame told me that h
j in d th H rati Ig r 0 i ty at your ugge tion,
f II wingapr ntationJam mad atthe1992Popular

Bernie Biberdorf, right, visits this past November
with store manager James Keeline at San Diego's
Prince and the Pauper Collectible Children's Books.

ulture A ociation confer nc (in Loui vill ) that you
al 0 attend d. He mention d m ting other uch a Jack
Dizer, Kathl en hamb rlain and J lavin, all mem
ber of our oci ty.

Uponl aving,w urgedJam togiv ri
eration to coming to rand Rapid for th
con ention in lat April.

Y ur partic'lar fri nd,
Berni Biberdorf (PF-524)
S739 Win t n Ori e
Indianapoli , 46226

o ar Bill:
The 0 mb r-O c mb r ew boy arriv d today,

am tim a our card. You'r r ally doing great thing
with ew boy! Ev ry tim I r ad it I I arn a lot (e p 
cially n w that you'r cov ring th r author ).

For in tance, in ur fin pi c on Barb ur [wa v r
intrigued t note that 13 of hi book w r illu trat d by

dward a w II b tw n 1916 and 1943. I kn w
a well well during the 1930 ,mayb n up to '41. H

u d to Ii in th old h I a Hotel on We t 23rd t. at
a time wh n it till wa inhabit d mo tly by prominent
writ r and arti t . To my urpri e, on day I ng ago, he

ntmeanink-wa h k tchin ribedtom .Ithinkitmay
have been of an eld rly woman walking in Wa hington
Squar Park (wh r we oft n m t) in pr -war r nwich
Village. If you ar intere t din r producing it in ew
boy, I'll look for it.

K ep w II and ha a wond rful '94.

rdiall ,
Ralph O. ardner (P -053)
135 ntral Park W t

w York, Y 10023


