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HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY

Presit!ent's co[umn To further the philo ophy of HoratIO Al er, Jr. and to encourage
the pirit ofStrive and Succeed that for halfacentury guided Alger'
undaunted heroe - lad who e stmg Ie epitomized the great
American dream and flamed hero ideal in cOlin ties millIons of
young Americans.

OFFICERS

Newsboy, th om ial n witter of th Horatio AI r
Society, i publi hed bi-monthly ( ix i u per y ar).
M mb r hip fee for any 12-month period i $20, with
ingle i ue of Newsboy co ling 3.00. Plea make all

remittance payable to th Horatio Alger So iety. M m
ber hip application ,r n wal . hang of addr and
other corre pondenc hould be ent to Ex utive S c
retary Rob rt E. Ka per, 585 E. Sl. Andr w Drive,
Media, PA 19063.

Newsboy i ind xed in the Mod rn Lan ua e
As ociation' International Bibliography.

BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY B.A-S.
-HoratioAlger.Jr.. A Comprehensi Bibliography. by Bob Bennett

(PF-265).
-HoratioAIg ror. TIleAmericanH roEra. by Ralph D. G rdner

(PF-053).
-TIle Fictional Republic: Horatio Alg r and American Political

Discour e, by arol Na kenoff(PF-921).
-Publication Fonnats oj the 59 Storie by Horatio Alger, Jr. as

R print dbyth JohnC.WmstonCo.. byBobSawy r(PF-455)
and Jim Thorp (PF-574).

-Horatio Alg r Books Publish d by A.L. Burt. by Bradford S.
ha e(PF-412).

-Horatio Alg r Books Published by M.A. Donohue & Co., by
Bradford S. ha e (PF-412).

-Th 1.0 t L!/i ojHoratio Alg r, Jr., by Gary harnhor l with
Jack Bale (PF-258).

Newsboy ad rat : Full pag . $3200: on -half page. $17.00: on 
quarter page. .00. per column In h (lin h deep by appro". 3 1/21n h
wid I, 2.00. send ad . with h k payabl to Horatio A1g r SocI ty, to
Robert E. Ka per. 5 5 E. St. Andr Dr.. Media. PA 19063. Th abov
rate apply to all want ad . alon with a ofli ring non-Alger books for
ale. Ilowever. It I th policy of th Horatio A1g r SocIety to promot th

change of Alger book and r lated Alger materal by prOviding pace
free of charge to our m mbers for th ..Ie only of u h matertal. send
'U h ad or -Lelters to the Edltor- to Newsboy editor William R. Gowen
(Pf'-7061 at 923 South Lake St.. Apt. 6. Mund leln. IL 60060.

Und r th capabl hand of Dick Pope (PF-740),
pr paration ntinu for th 31 t annual con ntion of
th Horatio 19 r iety in Coming, ew York. Mark

ur cal ndar : th dat for next year' cony ntion will
b Ma 4-7, 1995.

W have hard pr liminary talk of a ri book
n ntion plann d for the we kend of April 2 th in

Plym uth, Ma achu tt. Plymouth, located betw en
B t nand ap d, i around 440 mile a t of

rning, a one-da drive. It will provid m mb r an
pp rtunit , particularly tho tra ling th greater

di tanc from th midwe t and we t coast, to plan a
w k' vacati nand att nd two cony ntion n ne trip.

nd, of ur c, in between, th re i all that w England
b k-hunting to d! mor d tail of th Plymouth

ent ar learn d, w '11 pa them along.
Th Horatio Alg r r po itory at orth rn Illinoi

niv r ity ha rid a wonderful tart with th
n rou d nati n by Bob awyer (PF-455) of hi xten-

i tre t & mith Alger paperback collection, all f
which hay b n pr teeted in cu tom binding. n r-

it mu t b an ingrained habit with Bob. In my fir t
ar a a i t m mber, I purcha dab ok from him,

and I thought the bo , when it arri d at my door, wa
a littl larg f r ju t n book. In ide th package wa not

nly the b ok I had bought, but an entire et of hi Sun
erie r print, an i ue of Harper' with an Alger

artide and a relat d book, not by Alger, of "Th Young
ppr nn ." It wa a w nd rful tart for me a am m

b r f th i ty; now, Bob ha tart d off orthern
Illinois Uni er ity' Alg r r p itory in th am grand
mann r. Thank y u, B b!

W 11, I haY n't b n finding many b ks thi umm r
alth ugh I did find veral early Oliver Optic in uch
ni nditi n that I f It I had to bring th m hom. Th
n t week, I found two mor . In looking at my hive,
In w a mall row f ptic tarting and, my mother
n t ha ing rai d any fo lish childr n, I can r ad the
writing n th wall.

In do ing, pi a e r tum th ndo d elf-addr s ed
p tal ard to E cuti cr tary Rob Ka per a oon a
p ibl b au w want to g t th mo t up-to-dat
inf rmati n in our n w memb r hip ro ter.

Your partic'lar fri nd,
Mary Ann Ditch (PF- 61)
4657 Ma on

maha, 6 106

MARY DITCH
JOH CADICK
MURRAY D. LEVI
ROBERT E. KASPER
ROBERT COLLMER
BOB HUBER
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PRESIDE T
VICE-PRESIDENT

TREASURER
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Horatio Alger Society Roster Update

Name:
(P~m lYPf or print ~" Inronn~tJon)

PF #:

Page 3

Street: _____________ Phone:

City, State and ZIP Code: _

If you collect other authors or series, list them here: _

This card is the first
step toward the
computerization or
the Horatio Alger
Society membership
list. We are endeav
oring to eliminate
the factual and
typographical errors
that have appeared
in previous editions
of the ottical H.A.S.
Roster.

Mailing address (P.O. Box):
(if same as street address, please note)

Spouse's name:

Number of Alger titles owned:

Signature:

First editions:

Date:

Why this card is important . • •

A month do n't pas without the E ecutive S cre
tary hearing fr m a m mb r who note an error in hi or
her H.A. . Ro t r li ting. Mo t ften, it' imply a case of
an addre chang or n w t lephone number or area
code.

Many tim it' a mi pelled nam, treet nam or
the digit having b n inadv rtently tran po ed in a
treet numb r, po t ffic box or phone number. Al 0,

we ar continuaHy riving updated information on
th number of Alg r titles and / or fir t edition in the
m mber's collection.

Thi fall (hop fuHy), the Horatio Alger ciety will be
producing the official m mb r hip ro ter for 1995.ln the
early year of th 0 i ty, th ro ter wa publi hed
annually; in r cent y ar , it b cam an v ry-other or

ery-third-y ar propo ition. We want to get th ro t r
back n an annual ba i for b iou rea on ,th main
on b ing the ne d for it to b as up-to-date a po ible.

In the pa t, the Li ting for the ro ter w re meticu
lou Iy hand-typ d, pr ofed and ent to a printer. Mar
re ently, it wa done nan el tronic typ tting Y tern
that left a lot to be d ired from a vi ual point of view.

With th ad ent of d ktop publi hing, tho e meth
od hay b om ob 01 teo ew boy i publi hed thi
way, a why not our r ter?

The foHowing y tern is being et up as you read this:
The curr nt mailing Ii t i b ing cony rted over into

a comput riz d data ba e, a that due can be recorded,

i ue of ewsboy mailed, etc. Becau e this y tern
depends upon th information li ted at the time ach of
you (1) join the Society and (2), sub equently ends
your annual due in the familiar white eU-addre ed
envelope, often it i many month before change in
addr s or per onal statu ar officially r corded with
the Executive Secretary.

Many tim ,it's been a chance meting at the annual
convention or a ca ual letter to Carl Hartmann that
included the comment, "... by th way, I hay an w
mailing address and phone number" or, ..."did you
h ar that I wa married last month?"

These are things we need to know a quickly a
pas ibi . We will continue to ask for updates when we
end your dues renewal env lope. However, to get

caught up and tart from a clean late, w hay d igned
the prepaid, eU-addre ed postal card enclo ed in thi
i u.

We urg you to today ... right now ... this very
second ... fill out th card and drop it into your n ar t
mailbox. As you know, Rob Ka per ha taken the E e u
tive cretary' reins {rom Carl Hartmann, 0 that' why
the card i addr s d to him. For tho of you who talk
to arl r gularly and pass along any change of m mber
ship tatu, I' ure he'll be happy to tum th informa
tion ov r to Rob.

PI a mail th card even though you may be c rtain

(Colltil1l1ed 011 Page 8)
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f£aitors note6oo{

B th tim you r ad thi , I'll have travel d ea t and
paid a i it to our 1995 c nvention ho t, Richard L. Pope
(PF-740) in oming, .Y.

Tho f u e who attended Dick' eri -book con
nti n in 19 6 kno what a beautiful, hi tork city
rning i , located at the foot of ew York' cenic

Fing r Lake r gion, famou for it win ries, wonderful
lak wimming and boating. The eptember- ctob r

ew boy will include phot of ming and the ur-
rounding area.

Di k and hi wife Jacki air ady hav pr liminary
pi nnin f r the c n nti n under way, and hi official
1 tt r f w Ie m can brad on Page 13. e'll publi h
mor inf rmati n on th con nti n leading up to our

n ntion Pr i wIt i u of January-F bruary,1995,
which will includ th c mpl t ag nda along with

nv ntion and h t I r gi tration form .
L l' mak thi th b t-att nd d con ntion ever!

Th dat ar May 4 thr ugh 7, 1 95.
A pr id nt Mary nn Ditch m ntion in h r c 1

urnn in Page 2, th ria ri -b k con ntion plann d
f r PI mouth, Ma ., the pr viou w ekend (th la t
w k nd in April). Wh n thi vent wa chedul d, the
pIt nn r w r not awar that th Horatio Alg r 0 iety
hold it annual con ntion th fir t we kend of Mayor
th final w kend of April, d p nding up n the cal n
dar (we alway avoid Moth r' Day we k nd).

T pr v nt a h ad-to-h ad conflict, we'v
. 'hedul d ur 31 t convention for May 4-7. B cau e th
tw I ati n are 400-plu mil apart, it t up th
po ibilityof avid b ok II ctor among our Partic'lar
Fri nd to g t Plym uth April 2 , grab Ita pi c of th
r kIt (in oth r word , a lot of books) and th n head to

min th f Ilowin w k nd f r our get-tog th r.
Yuan al 0 u the da in-b twe n to go to boo tor
in th ew ngland and w York ar a .

Pr umably, th Plymouth conv ntion i b ing of
f r d f r many f th c Il ctor in th a t wh can't
tra I to alifornia this fall for" ri Book oil ctor
in Earthquak Land." Th dat are pt. 22-25 and th
I ation i the Bu na Park Hotel and onvention nter,
adja nt t Knott' B rry Farm.

F r m re information or to r gi t r, e the official
"Pr gram and Regi trati n In! rmati n" form nclo d
in thi i u.

or inf rmati n on thi v nt a well a , pr um
ably, n t _prin ' PI mouth, Ma ., conv ntion, al 0

may ben in upcoming i u of Yellowback Library.
In oth r new, we have continu d to re eive po itive

comment about our tribut (in reality, that of hi hom 
town new pap r) offer d to 1990 con ntion ho t Bill

cord, who di d in May. While we can accept thanks
for publi hing it, it i th mea ure of th man that mak
the tribute po ibl. It i P ople lik Bill who hav made
the Horatio Alg r i ty 0 p cia!.

traight-talk r who n ver forgot that w r in thi
hobby to ha e fun, Bill never 10 t hi n e of humor,
right to the end. B cau h liv d in a village ( at kill,

.Y.) n ar wh r I gr w up, hi tal of mall-town
politic after he became village pr ident really rang
tru . Even though h grew tir d of the political wran
gling a sociated with public offic after one t rm, I think
deep-down h enjoy d fighting th g d fight.

Ed Matt on (PF-067) r cently ubmitted an obituary
from th Baltimore un f a promin nt I al law r,
Jacob Blum, 0, wh aid it wa reading Alg r and hi
contemporarie a a y uth gr wing up in a Baltim r
immigrant ea t- id gh tto that in pired hi ucc ful
car r.

" n my way to and fr m _choo!, to which I walk d,
I pa d a tor that Id tori b th e auth r in
edition on racks for fi e cent ach," Blum aid.

"1 b came a g od cu tomer. It wa th tori with
heroic tale f poor boy, wh b cau of their bra er
and hon ty b am rich and pow rful, it wa b cau
of their ever- ucc ful def n e of the poor a lawy r ,
that timulated my de ir f r th profe ion."

ne only wonder if memb r f t day' gen ration
ha the appr ciation of th poverty e p ri nc d by
man of th ir immigrant an tor. ne thin i c rtain,
they don't have Alger boa ailabl for al on the
c rn r n w tand to r ad for in pirati n.

In this i sue: B ginning on Pag 5, cuti e re-
tary Rob rt E. Ka p r (PF-327) giv a bri f overview of
one of Alger' mo t fa cinating bo k, "Tom, the Boot
bla k," which b gan it hard-cov r exi tenc a "The
We tern Boy."

Al 0, tarting on Pag 9, Ralph ardner (PF-053)
how how an innocent-app aring item lik a c ntury

old h t I r gi ter can giv clu to th vani. h d world of
the 1 0, wh n Horatio Alg r wa in hi prime a a
writer.

P ter . Walth r (PF-54 ) give a fa cinating glimp
of on of tho writer - Matthew Whit, Jr.- who
contriuted mightily to the dime no I ra but i larg ly
unknown today.

Coming in September-October: "R di covering
Alg r," by arol ackenoff (PF-921) and" ilb rt Patt n:
A Look B yond th M rriw 11 " by your dit r, both of
whi h w re giv n a pr entation at th 30th H.A. .
convention in rand Rapid , Mich.
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'The Western Boy'
by Robert E. Kasper (PF-327)

Horatia Alger, Jr' "Th We t rn Boy" made it fir t
app aran in th new paper- ized ew York

Weekly during th y ar 1 73. The fir t in talLment
appear d in i su . 34, dat d June 30, and nded in

o. 45 on pt. IS, 187 .
It wa not until fiv year lat r that .W. arleton

publi hed the fir t hard-cov r dition ( e Example 1).
Thi fir t- dition b k
i unu ual for e eral 1,,4~ at~~ I
ran :Fir t, th car- .
ity of thi dition i indicative of a very small printing

or very p r al . I find thi curi u ince th 1 70
uppo dly wa. the ape of Alger' popularity.

cond, thi titl, alth ugh u d onc again, wa
quickly aband ned and r i ued as "Tom, the Boot
black." This wa ,of cours ,one of Alger' m t admir d
w rk and wa i u d by cor of publi her .

Third, in 1 7 , AK. Loring of Bo ton wa Alger'
exclu iv publi her and had been ince 1864 when it
pubIi h d "Frank' ampaign." ne can only peculat
how arl t n obtained th right to publi h thi tor.

Her "Th W t rn B y" wa publi hed in 1 7 ,Loring
manag d t i u thr new Alger titl b for going out

f bu in in 1 O.
Th conne ti n with the Am rican w mpany,

wh e nam app ar on th pine only of the arleton
edition, i not known at thi tim. Ralph D. ardner, in
hi 1964 bi graphy /bibliography, "Horatio Alger, or
The Am rican Her Era," p culate that thi compan

rved a a distributor nly and wa not part of the
pr duction pr

Th ne t app aranc of thi tory, now in it new title
"Tom, th B otblack," wa publi hed by John . gilvie
in 1 0 (Exampl 2). Thi extr m ly rare reprint wa
is ued as V lum 1 f it Dare and Do Right 5 rie (Th
titl page and fr nti piece are reproduc d on Page 6).

Th 5 C nd olume of th Dar and Do Right rie
i the first dition of "Tony, the H ro" in an id ntical
binding. in b th titl ar Ii ted on th fr nti piece of
"Tom, th Bo tblack" a w 11 a in the adverti ement in
th r ar of the bo k, I would gu that the two b 0

w re publi h d imultan u ly.
in year lat r, AL. Burt of ew York published

"T m, the B otblack" a part of it Boy' Home Library
ri . This s ri wa publi hed in both hard-cover and

paperback format. Th carce paperback dition (Ex
ample 3) wa publi h d in Mar h 1 89 a o. 19 in the
eri and th hard-cov r edition (not pictured) wa

i u d ( t the same time. Burt rei u d "Tom, the Boot
(Continued all Page 6)

Ex. 1: The hard-cover first edition of Alger's "The
Western Boy," published by G.W. Carleton in 1878.

Ex. 2: In 1880, John S. Ogilvie published "The Western
Boy" under its new title of "Tom, the Bootblack."
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)1 TIlE B ('IB] A 'r.

By DonATIO ALGEH, Jr.,

flTO~n', TilE HERO," If AS TR JlOL1J[~'s 11On~o 00\," FTC., tTC.

1'."\\' yC1RK:

J. S. OGILVIE AND CO PANi,
29 nose StrceL

The frontispiece and title page for J.S. Ogilvie's 1880 reprint of "The Western Boy" under the new title of
"Tom the Bootblack" as part of its Dare and Do Right Series. The first edition of Alger's "Tony, the Hero"
also appeared (presumably simultaneously) in this series with both titles shown on the frontispiece.

'The Western Boy'
( ollli//lled from Page 5)
bla k" in ari u th r hard-co er f rmat 0 r the

ar .
Thi t ry wa n t publi h d by the hicag firm of

homp on & Thoma m tim during 1902. For om
unkn wn r a on, Thomp on & Thoma r u citat d th

riginal title, "Th W t rn Boy," although "T m, the
B tbl k" app ar pr min ntly on th cover (
ample 4) and tit! page. Thi i the econd of two hard

r edition of "Th W t rn B y" appearing und r
that tit! .

Fr m thi p int forward the riginaJtit! wa dropp d,
n er t app ar again. All f th publi her henceforth
-and th r w r or fthem-u d th r i u title,
"T m, th Bo tblack."

In dditi n to hard- er dition i u d b
hatt rt n-P ck, M.A. 0 nohue, F deraI, Hur t, Burt

Ex. 3: A.L.
Burt's paper
back edition of
"Tom, the
Bootblack,"
was published
on March 1889
as No. 19 in its
Boys' Home
Library Series.
Burt also
issued a hard
cover edition
of the title at
the same time.
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Ex. 5: Street & Smith's Alger Series
n paperback edition of "Tom, the

Bootblack," published in 1917.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Ralph Gardner, Jerry Friedland and Bill Leitner get
together at the annual H.A.S. banquet at the 1994
convention in Grand Rapids, Mich. Photo by Ruth Miller

o ar Mr. ow n:
t the recent cony ntion I btain d from arl

Hartmann a number of old ew boy i ue, om f
which contained Alg r hart tori .

Iud a copying machine to r duc by 65 P r c nt th
print iz of the e torie that th auld b pa t d in
a bound 5" x " crapbook.

me of.th e tori s ar rar lya ailabl to th Alg r
c llector. A uch, I found thi ta k a most enj yabl
pa time and tru t that other member may har in thi
d lightful pur uit, adding their own per anal t u h
(photo, k tches, etc.).

I will gladly purcha e (or trad ) with any member for
tho ew boy i ue containing h rt t ri rpm
not hown b low. My call ction can i te of:

w b Titl
o cember 1972 "Boy ub titut "

(R f r nc: .Y. Weekly, Feb. 20, 1 2)
a 19 2 "Tie of ld" ( ong)
(R f r n : P i Ep il n fratemit , 1 57)

a 19 2 " ark H nder n' Failin "
(Refer nc : Glea on' , Jan. 2 , 1 0)

March 19 3 "Aunt Dar thy' Vi it"
(R ference: American Union, Ma 21, 1 53)

July 19 3 rdination of Horatio Alg r
(R f rence: Br w t r Unitarian Church, 0 . , 1 64)

ptember 1992 "How John' Id a arne ut"
(R f r n : Philadelphia Inquirer, t. 29, 1 3)

inc I am rni ing all i u from 19 6 to Augu t 1992
and tho e prior to 1974, I tru t that orne n may ha
am f th elu ive it m .

Sinc r Iy,
Ang 10 Sylv t r (PF-92 )
P.. B 53
Tamworth, H 0 6

'The Western Boy'

Ex. 4: The 1902 reprint by Thompson & Thomas of
Chicago revived the original title, along with "Tom, the
Bootblack," on the cover. This represented the last
time the title "The Western Boy" was used.
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MEMBERSHIP

Even If your address Is accurate In our records, please
rewm the self-addressed postal card enclosed In thIs
issue. This wUl fonn the basis for our new roster.

Da id B. dward (PF-944)
31 hurch St.
M r town, NJ 0 057 (609) 234-3256

Da id i an active-duty warrant officer who e main
h bby i coll ting and d aling in ri book. H
I am d about H.A. . from another member.

Why this card is important . ..
(Continued from Pa e 3)

we already have the mo t up-to-date information, pi a e
mail th card. Mo t of th information i the ba ic tuff,
but it's important for our record . PI a e print or typ 0

we can be certain v rything i P lled corr ctIy.
Wh n all the card ar in Rob' hands, h will make

thechange n ce arytohi omputerizedli ting othat
everything i up to dat . At that point, the Ii t will be
copi d into our d ktop publishing program and for
matted into a ro t r booklet for printing and mailing fre
to ach m mber.

Ware in the proc of d igning a new cover for th
booklet. At this point, w int nd to retain the 3 l/2-by

1/2-inch format 0 that it conform to pa t ro t rand
fit easily into a jacket pock t.

You'll notice an additional category on the po tal
card: "other author or ries." W felt thi wa u ful
information b cau a th Horatio Alg r i ty ha

volved over its thr -plu d cad ,it ha b come more
than a p ciali t group of Alg r collector.

Many of our member coll ct oth r books lik ptic,
trat meyer, Elli and veriou author of arlier til ,

not to forg t dime nov I and tory pap r . Also, of
cour ,i th gr at numb r of n w r memb r wh
inter t include Hardy Boy, ancy Drew, Tom wift
and othr product f th trat m yer Syndicat ,a well
a uch non- yndicat tapl a Rick Brant, Iud Bolton,

hip Hilton and Ken H It. Th r i no r a on Alg rand
oth r books can't c xi t on y ur h Iv and we w 1
come collector of th latt r to the ciety.

When all the card are in, w '11 inform you in ew
boy wh n th n w ro t r will b availabl.

0, we don't intend to make thi po tal card urvey
an annual e nt. It' a on -tim d al in ord r to tart
fre h on our new data ba .

What happen if you move in the w r month
ahead? Simply write to Rob Ka per a oon a you get
your new addr and phon numb r and he will pa
th information along to ew boy for publication in the
n xt i ue ( ee li ting at 1ft).

On thing about addr change: Wh nyu move,
th U.S. Po tal r ice pro id card that you can nd
to all organization or publi h r of p riodical n ding
uch change.

Thi card i not id al for th Horati Alger iety.
While it offer the old and n w addr s ,it d not
have a spot for th phon numb raw 11 a other
information uniqu to th oci ty (numb r of title, fir t
ditions, marital tatu, tc).

o when y u move, pi a don't ju t end the x cu-
tiv cretary the Po tal rvic chang -of-addre card.
W ne d that additional information!

5-6 12(702)
incorr ct)

William chna (PF-932)
250 Brandywine, .E.
P plar r , IL 61065

. Willi (PF-119)
63

trill,OH 430 6-0063 (614) 2-4644
w ZIP cod)

Change of address:

Rolf B. ha (PF-602)
4731 r k Rd.

ity, 89703
numb r in ro t r i

David Lallier (PF-943)
1 45 r tmont Ct.

I ndal ,9120 ( 18) 246-246
Da id wor in motion pictur and tele i ion pro

du tion and njoy Alg r for I i ur r ading, owning
ab ut 50 p rc nt of th titl . Hi oth r hobbie are old
ar and play r piano. H I am d about th ociety

fr m ar Schamhor t.

ew member:

Kar n wan on (PF-942)
1 1 Harrow Dr.

port Bach, A 92660 (714) 645-7698
Karen i a r gist r d nur who owns around 0

Ig r titl . Her oth r hobbie include antiqu / coI
I tibl and gardening. She I am d about the oci ty
fr m new member Bruc wan n (PF-939).

(Editor. note: Inlhe May-JlIne i lie, Karen's PF Number wa
inadvertelltly assigned 10 Arthur T. Seybert of Chicago, who
rejoined t"e Society and '''liS slill "as "i original PF Number, 850).
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Editor note: This article originally appeared in ew England
Gala y, Slimmer 1974. The author lIotes that for many years
Horatio Alger, Jr. spent part ofevery Slll1lmerat the Fiske, oftell with
his ister alld brother-ill-law, AlIgllsta and Al1Ios Parker Cheney.

•••

for m tropolis s, and al 0 room and board rate at uch
far-away- ounding frontier settlement ,crossroad and
rail junction a Sundance, Wyoming; SI epy Eye, Min
ne ota; and Caddo, Indian T rritory - a Oklahoma
wa then known.

But from all other contents of that hefty volume, one
learn much about the Fiske cli ntele, its tast and
r creations during that carefree sea on. This i n atly
illu trated by adverti ement for local go d and er
vices that appear on the register's blotting sh t.

A numb r of the e establi hm nt that probably
enhanced vi itor 'enjoyment wer a livery table offer
ing carriage and"fir t cia tams for hire," gift and
ouvenir hop, a confectionery, bookstore, photogra

pher and a cu tom tailor, among oth r. ne i aIm t
able to inhale fragrant aroma of ice cream and fruit
flavored tonic yrup at th candy tore, and then
wonder how many book hop brow er left with copie
of uch curr nt be t-s ller a "King Solomon' Min "
or "War and Peace." Small b y probably pr ferr d
"Kidnapp d" to "Littl Lord Fauntl roy." Their i t r
undoubtedly enjoyed "Jo' Boy" and H idi!"

Th antique deal r had in ert d a marker into the
page indicating the arrival of Horatio Alger, Jr. on
Tu day, July 6th. He till u d the "Jr." and continu d
to do 0 all hi life, although hi father, a promin nt
Unitarian mini ter, had di d Y ar earlier.

Horatio's familiar ignatur wa there, followed b a
cl rk' notation that he had check d in at tea tim ,with
afternoon temperatur r aching 92° (which, acc rdin
to weather and tides information jotted atop mo t pag ,
mad it on of that urnrn r' hott t day).

lancing at variou in cription - mo t of them in
(Colltinued Oil Po e 10)

r ar,of
by Ralph D. Gardner (PF-053)

An appar ntly innocuou note, picked
from my mail one morning some months

ago, b came th k Yto a myst riou Pandora's
Box. It wa al 0 to transport me back to the
ummer of 1886, to the majestic, long-van

i hed Hotel Fi ke that once faced Saco Bay
from th h r s ofMaine's Old Orchard Beach.

It happ ned like thi :
A lady who r ad an article I had written on

nin teenth-c ntury American authors wrote
that he had found an old hot 1register in an
antique hop near K nnebunkport. It con
tain d th ignatureofHoratioAlg r,in whom
I have b n long inter ted, in crib d when the famed
author arrived for a bri f vacation. The shopkeeper, told
that I might want th regi ter, agr d to put it a ide for
a coupl of w ks.

With th ugg tion that I corre pond dir ctly to the
deal r, the writerclo d. Immed'ately my check wentto
the po t offic along with a warm letter of thanks to my
unknown friend, from whom I never heard again.

Th larg b ok oon arrived, mu ty melling from
decad of torag , but still sturdily bound. It had blue
marbl d ndpap rand cri p - though y llowed 
page , The nam , Hotel Fi ke, was clearly gold-im
print d upon it 1 ath r pine.

What at fir t in P ction appear d to be purely the
Ii ting fan legant hot I' gu t that long past summer
wa actuaUya mar lou di co ery. I owned the uniqu
documentati n of ad lightful, y t bar ly r member d
a p ct of w England' ial hi tory.

R ading b tw en the lin of ignatur ,it' ea y to
n i ion th gent 1, unhurri d pac of a ea ide holiday

at Id rchard a c ntury ago. n 1 am omething of
pref rr d tran portation rout to the Maine coa t, then
quickly om t of an 1 6 vacation.

A brief ction at the front of th r gi ter, commend
ing om f th th r hot 1 throughout our then un 0

phi ticat d land, remind on that accommodation
with m al included w r availabl at from one to three
dollar p r day (th Fiske wa in th top-priced group).
It h w I dging for w England citi and r orts,
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( Ollt ill IIcd frolll Pa e 9)

r und d, w ll-form d I tter characteri tic of Platt
R g r p nc r' tyle of penman hip th n being taught
- I . u p ted other int r ting autograph might al 0

b pr nt.
From a ual in p ction it b came clear that th ntir

lume wa ind d a hi torical tr a ury of a ummer
and an ra 1 ng forgott n. I continued to tudy it; once
in 01 d, I couldn't leave it. oon much pare time wa

cupi d with re earch t pr duc an wer to ling ring
qu hons. Meanwhile, thi old regi ter' hidden tal
b am mor and more fa cinating.

E n b fore th romanc ofthat day-to-day chronicl
b cam appar nt, arch wa rewarded with another
Alg r ignature - he returned in Augu t for a second
tayatth Fi ke-a wella tho of Ben . Truman and

Will arl ton, two oth r popular writer of that peri d,
of which more will b aid later.

Th hot lop ned on June 1 t and even befor it High
a n b gan with th July 4th w ekend, th gue t Ii t

wa a v ritabl roll call f Bo ton ociety.Oail arrival
in Iud d th Winthrop, Adam, Aldrich, Quincy and
Lowell famili , th followed in continuing ucce ion
by Parker, onant, oolidges, Robin on , Bro ks,
Phillip, L dg , oHin, Cab t , F rb , Lee, Little,

ardn r, argent, Sawyer, laflin, Lawrence,
L man, n r , Houghton , Lorings, and po ibly
oth r I uldn't d cipher well nough to auth nticate.

Th fe tiv acti iti ,beautifulb ach,andcri pMaine
limate al attract d for ign and titled i itor . From

Lond name "Lady ymour and maid." A half-dozen
ther Lond ner w re also in re idence at the Fi ke that
umm r." .F. d J r y" Ii ted u m ey, ngland, a

hom . Th r wa "the 2nd John hute & Lady Shute &
n." Th r w r two arrival from Liverpool, one wh

simply wr te "England," and many, many Canadian.
A 0 n amil de la Guardia cam from Panama. S me
nam w r preced d by "The Honorable."

Th nth r w r at I a t a couple of entri that rai
qu tion that mu t r main unan w red. What occurred
on Augu t 24th to make nin per ons decid uddenly
t ch ck out en rna from K nn bunkport' ean
Bluff Hou e and arrive unexpect dly at dinn rtim ?
And what b arne of "L roy . Straw and Wi! " of
Fl rida, wh di app ared (according to a penciled nota
tion) without paying th ir bill?

]n all, th r w r 1,996 ntri in th r gi ter, mo t of
th m family group taying for p riod ranging fr m
o emight to the ntire a on. From the earli t days of
'ummer, a numb r of name r app ar d regularly. an
we gu s that th wer tra eling al p ople making
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The blotting sheets from the Hotel Fiske register adver
tised nearby merchants and professional services.

th ir accu t m d r und ?
Thr e recurring one-night visitor indicated their

conn ction imply a "B. & M. RR" May w a ume the
hotel had orne p cial arrangement to provide accom
modation for p r onn I of the Bo ton & Main Rail
road, th terminal of which wa ju t a block away?

Ther were 817 individual or familie who Ii t d
hom in Ma achu ett , follow d by 24 from Maine,
230 fr m w York, 202 from anadian pr vinc and
105 from w Hamp hire. Fifty- ight came from Illi-
noi , 45 from Rhode I land and m re than 30 each from
Vermont, onnecticut and hio. Tw nty-one arrived
from Mi ouri, 18 from Maryland, 16 from Michigan
and Minne ota, 14 from ew J r y and th Oi trict of

olumbia, with one to fiv ach from 0 lawar, or-
gia, Tenne ee, Mi i ippi, Florida, Loui iana, Indiana,
Wi con in, Iowa, ebra. ka, olorado, Montana, Texa
and alifomia.

The r cord how that many familie remaining
through the ummer w r j in d by hu band r turning
for we k nd . Wher ther w re childr n, "gov rn "

••
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The elegant Hotel Fiske accommodated 300 guests and offered a commanding view
of Old Orchard Beach. It was situated so near the ocean that at high tide, waves beat
against the basement walls.

Ho el fls e and e

front building with gabl d gin erbread r f and an
longat d till e- tory wing. There wa a r at

n- f lawn up n which gu t played t nni ,and a
cular pa d dri ay ntered from rand
(\ hich app ar d t b a yet unpa d).

An arti Ie in th Lewi ton Joumal r f rred to th :
"Hotel Fi k , with a ommodati n f r 300 gu _t ,

ituat d near the ocean that at high tide wa e b at
again t th ba m nt wall. Built high, th Fi k laimcd
the be t vi w of the beach. Its p cialty wa family uite
... th P opl who cam for th a n arriv d with th ir
pri ate maid, carriag and coa hm n, and the c ne
wa of big partie andorch tra and th w m ndr d
up in import d gown and b autiful j wI."

An 1 publication, Hi torical ketche of Old
Orchard and the hore of aco Ba ,d crib d th
h r fr nt:

"During the pI a ur a on thou and here amble
to ngage in ea ide port. othing an xc d th
gaiety and joyou ne of the cen . For mil ,ga qui
page thr ng thi wa -wa hed highway and th urf i
alive with jubilant bath r . The portive find liv I
recreation and th m ditativ ubj t for m ral and
levating r flection . Rec nt ientific inv ti ation ha
hown that ozon ,a p culiar I ment in th atm ph r ,

i found rno t abundantly."
A hot Idir ctory of that y ar omm nd the Fi k a

p cially worthy the patr na c of the traY llmg
r pI a ur - king public. Er ct din 1 2 on th it f

can (COil till lied 011 Page 12)

od 0 (rd e

or "nur "wa fr
qu ntly indicat d, and
their names nerally

Iri h. mong
Alice

IIi ul
Burk and



Page 12 NEWSBOY July-August 1994

• • •
(Continued from Page 11)

th form r Fi ke Hou and St. Cloud, which were burnt
in 1 I, thi ha, under the efficient management of

[harl ] H. Fi k , b come on of the most popular at
ld rchard. A delightful sea breeze is enjoyed at all

tim . Th whol appointments are according to the best
mod rn inventions. Suites of apartments fitted for fami-
Ii ar p cially attractive. Entertainm nt for gu sts i
lib rally provided. Term: From $12 to $20 per week;
p cial rat for the ason; half rates for June and

pt mb r."
Major B n C. Truman, th writer of stories with

W st rn backgrounds, arriv d from San Francisco with
hi wit and child th v ning of Wedne day, June 30th.
Wh ther he and Horatio Alger had met previously i not
known (although Alg r p nt the year 1876-1877 in

alifomia), but their paths did not eros at the Fiske, for
th Trumans departed three day b fore Horatio's ar
rival.

What Alger, a best- lling author of rags-to-riche
adv ntur for young p opl ,did during that one-week

i it and wh n h r turned th following month may b
r con tructed from his letter and from what is known
of hi oth r acation at ld Orchard, where for many
y ars h p nt part of very ummer.

W know h visited with hi old chum and Harvard
cla mat, th R verend Charle Vinal, who was then
mini t r of the Unitarian congregation at Kennebunk. In
K nn bunkport liv d anoth r cIo friend, John
Town nd Trowbridg , the promin nt editor of Our
Young Folks and author of the Jack Hazard novel and
many oth r of the po t- ivil War era. Horatio would
tak th hor car to Trowbridge' r c nUy built cottag
wh re th two men at through many a unnyafternoon.
Ie ram, t a and ch cker wer th diver ion ,a w r
r m mbranc of time pa t a they gazed aero s the
wind-buff t d 1 dg that divide Wells Bay from th
blu wat r of th open Atlantic.

Ig r wa an indefatigabl writ r, alway working
on ral manu cripts at once. It i afe to gue that at
ab ut thi time h wa pr paring final installm nt of
" Ii r th utcast," already cheduled for erializa
ti n in The ew York Weekly; "Striving for Fortun ,"

r, "Walt r riffith' Trial and Succe e ," 0 n to
app ar in Golden Argosy;" d ewton," or, "Th
fortun of a w York Bootblack;" and "Tom Tracy,"

r, "Th Trial of a ew York ew boy."
in h wa a favor it among children, we can b

ur h hand d out many autograph while relaxing on
th Fi k' high, breezy v randa or trolling ca ually
al ng it br ad white bach.

Th High ea on wa nding and the weather turn-

The signature of Horatio Alger, Jr. (fourth from the
bottom) in the Fiske's register was inscribed upon
his arrival at the hotel on July 6, 1886.

ing cooler when Will arl ton ign d the regi t r on
Wedn day, Sept mber 1 t. A Michigan-born writer of
p IDS of rural life - hi mo t popular being th nti
m ntal "Over the Hill to th Poorhou "- he had
already published succ ssful volume of poetry that
included "Farm Ballad ," "Farm L gend " and "Farm
Fe tival ."

Ba ed upon his observation at the nearby cean
Park religious camp meeting grounds, Carleton summed
up one recoil ction of his Id rchard vacation in th se
line , titled "Farmer St bbins at c an rove";

We got here safe - my worthy wife and me -
And took a tent here in the woods contiguous to ti,e sea

And everything went easy like Iwtll we took a whim -
My wife and I - one breezy day, to take an ocean swim.

We shouldn't have ventured on't, I think, if Sister SWlI1yllOpes
Hadn't urged us over and again, and said she knew "tile ropes."

And so we went along with her - my timid wife and me
Two inland noodles, for our first acquaintance with the ea.

Wi,en all at once a bridle wave, uncommoll broad and deep.
Came thrashing down on Wife and me, and flopped us in a heap!

Heels over head - all in a bunch - my wife aero s of me,
And I on some misguided folks who happened there to be ...

We drank 'bout two-thirds of ti,e sea - my gasping wife and 1
While Sister S. still floated soft, a-gazIng at the sky.

We voted that we'd had enough, and got right out of the way
Before another wave arrived, and bid the sea good-day!

Thur day, Septemb r 30th wa mild and cl ar, with
comfortable temperatur . By mid-afternoon all the
Fi k ' 11 remaining gue thad d parted and th hotel
clo ed it door. The ea on of 18 6 had end d.
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BUSINESS PHO E. 607·962·6300
HOME PHONE. 607·936-6610

Out·of·prlnt Juvenile senes fiction from 1880 to 1960 including Tom SWift. Hardy Boys. ancy Drew. Radio Boys. judy Bolton.
Rick Brant. Tom Corbett. Tarzan. etc. Rare books by Alcott. Alger. Baum. Burgess. Burroughs. Cooper. Edwards. Gans. Grey.
Henly. Keyes. London. Stratemeyer. Stratton·Porter. Twain. Verne. Wirt. et. al. Old rictional books on aViation. baseball.
invention. the West. and World Wars. pius old books on magic and scouting. Big little Books and old National Geographies.

July 10, 1994

Dear Fellow Members:

My wife, Jackie, and I are pleased to invite you to attend
he 1995 Convention of the Hora '0 Alger Society here in Corning,

New York. Tentative dates are May 4,5,6 and 7, and the tentative
location is The Lodge on the Green just three miles from down
own. This motel and conference center has offered our group

the very special rate of $49.00 per night.

Corning is the site of the Corning Glass Center which draws
nearly a half million visitors per year. The town is located
at the gateway to the beautiful Finger Lakes Region which is
replete with rolling hills, vineyards, wineries and waterfalls.
Our downtown shopping area is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places and features the Rockwell Museum of Western
Art, the premier collection east of the Mississippi River.

Just a few miles away in Elmira is the grave of Mark Twain,
who spent many of his summers here writing some of his famous
novels and short stories at the farm of his in-laws. A good
many bookshops featuring used and rare books are wi thin a 50
mile radius. For the somewhat adventuresome, the Corning area
is the "Glider Capital of America."

As to driving time, Corning is about four and a half hours
west of New York City, three hours southeast of Niagara Falls,
four hours east of Cleveland and four hours northwest of
Philadelphia. USAir serves our busy Elmira/Corning airport.

We look forward to seeing you next spring!

Your partic'lar friend,

Richard L. Pope



Page 14 NEWSBOY July-August 1994

'1n Search of Treasure'

A look back at
'94 convention

Co-host Chris DeHaan (PF-773) and Joe Slavin (PF-880) take a break during the
30th annual Horatio Alger Society at Grand Rapids, Mich. Photo by Ruth MIller

Committee chairman Bradford S. Chase (PF-412)
discusses with Bob Huber (PF-841) and his fellow
H.A.S. directors the merits of the institutions under
consideration to become the official Horatio Alger
Society repository. Northern Illinois University was
voted by the Society's members at the annual busi
ness meeting to be the repository. Photo by Joseph T. Slavin III

Neil McCormick (PF-506) awaits buyers at the
Saturday H.A.S. book sale. Photo by Ruth Mtller
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Matthew White, Jr.:
A bibliographic profile

by Peter C. Walther (PF-548)

n id r Horati Alger ...
Th f u who are reading th e word right now

con id r Al ramo rand hak r in th milieu of
ninet nth c ntur juv nile letter. And Ju tifiably o.
Mo t of u t nd to r ad hi b k on a fairly r gular ba i
and njoy, if nothing Is ,the icari u pi a ures of time
trav I tam re inno
c nt ag : an ag f no
automobil ,wh n
train w r the pri
mar m th d of land
tran p rtati n, wh n w Y rk and B ton wer wid -

p n t wn nj ing a mall-town myth ,and wh n
work wa an m ri an ethic to mulat and not to mirk
at.

time f no t I vi i n, movi nor vid 0 , p ople
ha e all d it a "r adin gen rati n" - when on read
not nl a a m an f du ating n Ifbut a a primar
ourc of r la ati nand amu m nt a w 11. Thi i all

a gi n, f c ur; n pt u hath AIg r-h r ,
"Ragg d Dick," arl antab, th Br w t r affair, and
t . all fall within th pur iew four r -day working

literary v abulari .
ow n ider Alger n again ...

What ab ut tho individual, a ho t of them, wh
kn w n t to n thing about Alger, wh don't read hi
book and pur u and enjoy other venue of re earch
and. h lady mmitment?

Th hak p ar cholar, th morali t and philo 0

ph r ,th Lak p t ad at, th probl m no eli ts,
the T.. Eliot and Jam Joycer, th folkl ri t ,the ark
Twain rowd and th Dick n ch 01 ... th Ii t i

ndl . D th Y giv any th ught t I r?
nd h wind d would th y r gard him? A an al 0

ran? bl t om wher? om vagu f tnot in the
literar r ord of ci ilization? D th Y \' n deign to
giv hlffi n ti ? In all pr babilit, Ig r i n t impor
tant t th m; h d n t fall within th p riph ry f th ir
e.oteric pursuit. H d n t m reI ant ... and
th r f r unnotic d. We certainly r gard H ratio Alg r,
Jr. in th van uard of ur Ll cting and reading int r-

t , but of ur enman' m at i anoth r man'
pin. Und r tandably, AIg r pra tically cea to
i t f r th m; th lit rar firmament i xt n i enough
t aU w all f us t f rr t ut ur individual path of
nd a or. A a 1c m ,with r m for all.

And n w n. id r H rati Alg r n final tim ...

Matthew White, Jr.'s "The Young Flagman" was copy
righted by Frank A. Munsey in 1890 and published in
hard-cover (above) by Thompson &Thomas in 1902.

D P nding of cour e on th framework upon which
w work, if Alger lead the literary ho t, then ther mu t
b a trail following far in the r ar of imitator and "al 
ran ," tho e not quite abl to breach the gap, to ur
mount the pinnacl of public fa or and financial acclaim
with our ninet enth century juvenile audienc .

W can certainly allow them a mod t and eph m ral
popularity in their day, but what of our da ?

llik t think of th "Big Fur" a Horati Aig r, Jr.,
WilliamT.Adam ,EdwardS.Elli andHarryCa Hem n:
top-n tch r all, all highl contemporari and writin
much th arne type of tory for the arne r ader . But
what of th others? What of th econd tring in thi
ar na of ad nture-mong ring, rial cribbler? The
"r ki "(not u ed n gati Iy h r ) who tri d a ar
n tly and devotedly to promot their cau a th "Bi
Four" did theirs, who n ver quite captured th juv nil
imagination, th appeal and tim I • magic f th oth-
r ?

Th r wer many, I t m r it rate, and on of them
wa Matth w White, Jr., th ubj t f thi brief ur
Wh ther we on ider him an "als -ran" r not i irnma
t rial aft r all; he i worthy of ur n ti now and w
hall att mpt a brief biographical 0 er i w follow db

a w rking hecldi t of hi many w rk , and con lude
(Col/I ill lied 01/ Pase 16)
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Matthew White, Jr.:
A bibliographic profile

the Parade" in th ov. 16, 1 0 i u. Doubtl Iy many
more await di cov ry.

Serials/Long Stories
Two ourc ha e be n it d: Golden Days and

Golden Argosy/Argosy, tomak a total of29 individual
works.

R printed material is not included (for in tance,
Armyand avy Weekly reprint d" uy Hammer ley"
a "A Young Breadwinner"); th ix well-kn wn Mat
thew White books which app ar din th Street & mith
(and ubsequent Federal and David McKay) Boy' Own
Library wer , of cour e, th r cy I d .erial into book
form. The title are readily available from any of the

alum ,but for th r ord th yare"Adv ntur fa
Young Athl te," "Eric Dane,"" uy Hammer I y," "My
My teriou Fortune," "T ur of a Privat ar" and "The
Young ditor."

Matth w White, Jr.'s rial and I ng t rie are
Ii ted below:

"Bert Haven"
(Golden Day, Aug. 27 to pt. 24, 1 81)

"The D nford Boy "
(Golden Days, May 1 t Jun 19, 1 86)

"Frank Hay"
(Golden Days, ov. 17 to D c. 29, 18 3)

"Th Heir to Whitecap"
(Golden Days, Sept. 12 to 0 t. 19, 1885)

"Th Adoni of B etle Crag"
(Argosy, March-April, 1896)

"Th Affair of Morfi Davidson"
(Argosy, October-D cemb r, 1 96)

"Allan Kane' Fri nd"
(Argosy, May-June, 1896)

"Battling with Fortune"
(Argosy, Jan. 9 t April 9, 1 92)

" amp Blunder"
(Argosy, June 11 to June 25, 1 7)

"Eric Dane"
( rgo y, pt. 3 to ov. 27, 1 7)

"A Fight for a Fortune"
(Argosy, pt mb r-D c mb r, 1 95)

"Guy Hammer ley"
(Argosy, May 17 to Aug. 9, 1990)

"In the Gra p of n th r"
(Argosy, Feb. 4 to April 29, 1993)

"Lloyd Abbott' Fri nd"
(Argosy, Jan. 20 to March 24, 1 94)

" Lo t Identity"
(Argosy, ptember-D cemb r, 1 94)

"My Mysteriou Fortune"
(Argo y, Jan. 26 to April 27, 1 9)
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New York, Dec. 11, 1906.

Page 17

Received from Edward Stra emeyer the sum of s1xty-~even dollars,

being payment in full for extra work on my two stories, "'Russell Gray's

Search," (for erly "Battling with Fortune,") and "Two noys and a

fortune," (formerly "The Test of Fortune."'iL q/~~

o/7"~IT:?7~~

Matthew White's1892 Argosy story "The Test of Fortune" was reworked under contract to Edward Stratemeyer
(above) into the book "Two Boys and a Fortune," published in 1907 by Chatterton-Peck (below) for the Stratemeyer
Syndicate and reprinted as part of the Syndicate's eight-volume Enterprise Books library by Grosset & Dunlap.

"Th

"Th

k II

v mb r, 1 96)

t. 2 , 1 93)

.24,1

ar"
ay 3, 1 90)

Young Flagman," for in tance) can b found in hard
co er dition.

ovels
The following ar confirm d a the work of at

th w Whit , Jr.:
"Th Affair at I lington" ( ew Y rk, Mun .1 97).
"A Born Ari tocrat" ( ew York, Mun ey, 1 9 ).

( ol1tillued 0/1 Page 18)
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"Harry A ott Abroad" ( ew York, Author' Pub.,
1 79).

"On of the Prof ion" ( ew York, Home Book Co./
1893).

"Two Boy and a Fortune" ( ew York, Chatterton
P ck/1907).

With th c ption of the latter title, the e have not
be n trac d a erial torie yet could v ry well hav

riginat d in orne ob ur new pap r or magazin .
"Harry A cott Abroad" wa noted in Harper's Young
People for v. 2/ 1 80/ and would appear at this tim
to be hi earlie t book.

R nt r arch done by Jam D. K eline (PF-898) at
Yale Univer ity and publi hed in ewsboy (May-Jun /
1994 (Vol. XXXII, 0.3/ p. 15) has r vealed some Whit
data un arth d in the ancy Axelrad/Stratemeyer Syn
dicat pap r donated to Yale' B inecke Manu cript

011 ction.
A 1 tt r dat dO. 11/ 1906 and igned by Matthew

Whit / Jr. ( e Page 17) cite a r ceipt for $67/ "being
payment in full for e tra work on my two torie /
'Ru 11 ray/ arch,' (formerly 'Battling with For
tune/) and 'Two Boy and a Fortune' (formerly 'The Te t
of Fortun ./)."

H w r, th nt nce in th contract appear to me
o ambiguou ly word d that we can draw the following

two nclu ion: Eith r (1)/ Matthew White did the
work and Edward Stratemeyer paid him, in which event

tratemey r had copyright control, or (2)/ Stratemeyer
paid Whit $67 in r tum for Whit / P rmi ion to tinker
with the tori / in which ev nt Whit him elf own d th
copyright.

Howev r we wi h to interpret it, it now b come
obviou that Whit material found it way into the

trat m yer yndicat fiction factory, and that the ubiq
uitou dward lash d his P n right and left to add yet
mar laur 1 to hi literary brow.

Th and title m ntioned in the Stratem y r con-
tract/ "Ru 11 ray/ arch/" do not anywher ap
p ar in Whit / li t of publi h d work. I can only
a ume n of th following: (1) it appeared under
another gui by another p n name; (2) it appear d by
the arne gui by another p n name; or (3) it only

i ted a a manu cript.
I f el r a onably certain that White and Stratemeyer

fir t m t in the latter m nth of 1890 when Argosy wa
r adying it elf to publish th younger author's first

contribution, "Richard Dare/s Venture."
Miscellaneous Works

"Dr. ustav ottheil, Rabbi of the Temple Emanuel
El, ew York City." Thi was an extract from the
Golden Argosy (Vol. 6/ No. 12/ Whole No. 272/ F b.18,
1888). Whether Mun ey publi hed thi as a s parate
item i unknown. Its provenance is found in th a
tionaI Union Catalog.

"Dramatic riticism from the ew York World."
Two vols., Jan. 3 to June 15/ 1926; Oct. / 1926 to Jun 6/
1927.

"Dramatic ritici ms from the an Francisco
Chronicle." Jan. 31/ 1926 to June 28/ 1927.

"A Famou American Manager" (extract from
Munsey/s Magazine, Aug., 1899.

"The Pre on Play and Play r : A Hection of
ewspaper Clippings Relating to Play and Opera "(20

Vol., ct. 5/ 1897 to Sept. 28, 1917).
"A Quarter Pa t Six" (in Vignette :Real and Ideal, ed.

by Frederic Edward McKay (Bo ton/OW If , Fi ke &
Co., 1890).

" top, Look and Listen" (Vaudeville ketch, 1906);
publication information unknown.

Wer rna t of th private crapbook / which th
family (or White him elf, for that matter) donated to th
Library of Congr ? It/ not po ibl to ay with any
certainty. However, one will note his increasing intere t
in th at r and the tage a he became older, and we
might offer thi progre ion: Boy / Storie ... Adult

ovels ... Theater ritici m. Th re i orne cro 
pollination, of course, but these e m to b the three
ar a in which th author exc II d.

WhatconstitutesMatthewWhite,Jr.' lit rarylegacy?
A larg corpu of work (which i undoubtedly larger
when the uncollectible material can finally b located
and catalogued) consi ting of 34 "book" a well a
many volume of newspaper clipping and a va t array
of hart tori over a probable pan of two d cad
which, when once publi hed, vanish d from public
view.

A photograph of Mr. Whit ha not urfac day t
but will, I'm sure, at some point. Apr anal inquiry into
the private domain of th White de cendant / where
much data may till await di cov ry, ha not b en
attempted. One of the nephew wa alive a r centlya
1963, but it i difficult to believe at thi lat remove that
any of th three ar till living. Th ir off pring, if any,
may till carry the torch.

Five works wer read for thi brief urv y and they
are listed below:

(1) "Eric Dane." Subtitled "The Football of Fortune/"
thi portrayed the typical Alger theme / with a train
wr ck and a lad trying to prov hi id ntity thrown in for
good mea ure. Many c nes are laid in w York a well
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claim d. Itr ad w ll, th plotmo quickl
and holds the r ad r' attention to th end.
An action tory with om int re ting char
acter .

(5) ''The Affairat! lington." ow h r '
my fa orite of all, a really intriguing litt!
murder my tery with th olution to th
puzzle a la Ell ry Que n,literally in the final
two page . Th b k comm nce in pr tt
tandard fa hion, a typical romantic parlor

novel of the time with many of the itua
tion r lating to acting and the theat r; it
o n enough grow dark and ugly, aim t
iciou , and th final on -third of th b k

i gripping. I would heartily endor e it to
anyone: th final chapt r ar breathtaking,
and I hop a contemporary critic heaped the
kudo on Mr. Whit' brow which w r
merited and well-d rv d. It mak m
want to plor h' oth r adult wor .

My inclination i that, at lea t in hi earl
year, Matth w Whit, Jr. tried to duplicate
th Alger formula; although he ucc eded

to a degr ,with much tal nt and originalit to r om
m nd th m, hi boo lacked the punch, dri e and
pr fil of th original.

I a bad Alger better than a good White? I don't think
0; Iger did, of cour e, p n (forgi m) orne e ecrabl
torie a did all hi comp er , but Alger' name i part
f our popular cultur that Matthew White' i n t.

Wh th r he ould admit it or not, Matthew White found
hi own di tinctive voic and play d it out with aryin
ucce to the end of hi lif . Wh th r or not it wa th
oice h originally intend d it to be i a boot! argu-

ment. We r cognize him for hi 1 gacy and w ar n n
th p or r for it.

ow, of cour e, the rh torical qu tion: did th two,
Alger and White, ever m t? Quit p ibly, 1think, but
it cannot at this time be proven. Alg r was li ing in ew
York in thi time p riod and Whit wa doubt! I
burning much midnight (and daylight) oil at hi n w
pr tigiou po ition. Yet con id r for a rninut th fol
lowing c nario:

It might be the late 18 0 of early' 0 and a diminu
tiv older g nt!eman, lightly owli h in app aran ,
app ar at the offic of the Golden Argo y with a
manu cript under hi arm. H i gr t d with aff cti n
and re p ct. ould h~ Mr. Mun y for a moment?

"w 11, Mr. Mun ey i out at th pre nt but could w
ngage you to meet with on of ur a ociate editor ?"

A bri f nod in the affirmative. Matthew Whit ,Jr. i
eated at hi de k; th re i a knock on the d or. It op n ,

and into Mr. White' offic . tride
( oll/i/llled 011 Page 20)
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The Young Editor

a n the ta . n of Whit' arly contribution to the
Golden rgo y, it r pr nt d et another effort on th
part f many author to dupli at th Alg r formula. I
enjoyed it.

(2) "My M teriou Fortune." An th r ew York
tory, this on em an inordinat amount of money

lit rally hand d to th her ,wh p nd the r t of th
b ok trying to figure out the identity f hi unknown
b n fa t r. Thi appear t be a probl m halon face
a it b c m obviou very early on to th reader who
thi my t ri u g ntl man i . Th protagonist, Harris
K nt, tell hi tal in th fir t per on, thu bringing the
r ad r quit n atly int hi ar na of action. Thi book i
d dicat d t the author' b yhood chum, Arthur
R ginald itt!. R commend d.

(3) "Adventure of a Young thlete." Thi i the
alternate tit! f th "Thr Thirty Thr " erial which
the publi h r d ubt!e Iy f It wa a I marketable
nam than th th r. I won't t Uyou what "333" means;
how r, a r ading f ar Robert Rio hart' "Win
dow at th Whit at" w uld fumi h a clu . The tory
tart out quit w 11, with e citem nt, conflict and us

p n but n d t riorat into boredom and inaction.
At lea t that i my pinion, and it r pr nts for m the
I a t fav rite f th five b ok . A pa ing r f r nc i
mad t th half-dim nov I n Pag 113. A dark b gin
ning to thi book but all tum out w 11 in the nd (if you
can mak it that far).

(4) "The Young Flagman." A it tit! implie, thi i
a railroad t ry and I can r commend it; there i much
action with om my tery and a lad' charact r i re-

The frontispiece and title page of "The Young Editor," one of six
Matthew White, Jr. books derived from serials and published in the
Boys' Own Library by Street & Smith, Federal and David McKay.
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SOURCES
Berk hire (Ma .) Courier, S pt. 26, 1940.
Berk hire (Ma .) Evening Eagle, May 20, 1913.
Harper' Young People, Vol. II, 1 0- 1.
Mayo, h ter . (compiler), "Bibliographic Listing of

Good ew." (Fall River, Ma .; E.T. L Blanc, 1960).
ational Union Catalog, pre-1956 imprint.

The ew York Time, pt. 1 , 1940, p. 23.
Pamon, tanl y A. (compiler), "Bibliographic listing of

Golden Argo y." (Photocopy, 1962).
t inhauer, Donald L. (compiler), "Bibliographic Li ting of

Golden Day." (Fall River, Ma .; E.T. LeBlanc, n.d.).
Town Crier (W tport, onn.), pt. 19, 1940.
We tporter Herald (W tport, onn.), pt. 17, 1940.

White, Matthew Jr.: "Th Affair at I lington." Frank A.
Mun y,1897.

White, Matth w Jr.:"Th Young Flagman." Thomp on
& Thomas, 1902).

Whit , Matthew Jr.: "Adv ntur of a Y ung Athlet ."
(David McKay, n.d.).

White, Matthew Je.: "Th My t riou Fortune." (David
McKay, n.d.).

Whit, Matth w Jr.: "Eric Dane." Oohn W. Lovell, n.d.).
"Who Wa Who," Vol. 1.
Wright, Lyle, "American Fiction," Vol. Ill, 1876-1900.

(B rkel y, Calif.: Huntington Library, University of
California, 1978).

ALSO: Telephon conver ation with Barbara Swann,
Mont r y, Ma . Town Cl rk and Linda Thorpe,
archivi t of Cora hire Cemet ry, Monter y, where
Matth w Whit, Jr. i buried.
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~ The late t in Brad ha e's acclaimed

rie on Horatio Alg r, Jr. publish r .

Hora.tio 1ger Books
Pulblished lby M.A. Donohue & Co.

by radford . hast> (PF-412)

r: 1-------.,
IDRI !:: I ~ I
I /rom I • I
I HOME I I
I

H T~I I
ALG£RJ~I

I I I
I : I
I I I
I I I

I
I~I I
I·'·~- I HOME I
I I HORATIO I
IO"'O"U( I ALGER J!! I--J ~L: .J

*The ideal guide for the collector to use in identifying
Donohue Alger formats.

*113pages; paperback, publishedApril 1994. It iden
tifies and describes 35 different Donohue Alger
formats in detail, including when published, titles
produced or found to date, descriptions and draw
ings ofall cover formats plus backgroundon Michael
A. Donohue, his family and businesses.

*Has a flip index to easily locate cover formats.

*Get one of only 100 copies which are signed, num
bered and contain a special erratum slip patterned
after the one in Alger's "From Canal Boy to Presi
dent." Only 60 remain; when these are gone, un
signed copies without the erratum slip will be sent.

Price: $12.95 (plus postage)

Package deal!
Buy this book along with Mr. Chase's 1983 book (in

similar paperback format), "Horatio Alger Books Pub
lished by A.L. Burt," and pay only $20 (plus postage).

Postage is $1.00 for either a single book or the
double set. Connecticut residents add 6.5 percent
sales tax (84 cents for one book, $1.30 for two books).

Send your order to:

Bradford S. Chase

6 Sandpiper Road
Enfield, CT 06082


