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HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY

Presitfent's cofumn To further the philosophy ofHoratio Alger, Jr. and to encourage
the spirit ofStrive and Succeed that for haifa century guided Alger's
undaunted heroes - lads who e struggle epitomized the great
American dream and flamed hero ideal in countless million of
young Americans.

OFFICERS

Newsboy, the offiCial new lett r of th Horatio Al er
So lety, I publl hed bl-monthly ( ix I u per y ar).
Member hlp fee for any 12-month period I $20, with
Ingle I u of Newsboy co tin' 3.00. PI a mak all

remittance payable to the Horatio Alger So I ty. M m­
ber hlp appll allon ,r n wal , hang of addre and
oth r corre pondenc hould b nt to Ex utive Sec­
r tacy Robert E. Ka P r, 585 E. St. Andr W Drive,
M dla, PA 19063.

Newsboy lind x d In th Mod en Language
As 0 lation' Int mational Bibliography.

BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY B.A.S,
-HoratiDAIg r. Jr.. A Compr; hensiueBibliography, by Bob Benn tt

(PF-265).
-HoratloAIg ror. The American Hero Era. by Ralph D. Gardner

(PF-053).
-The Fictional Republic: Horatio Alg r and AmeriCan Political

Discourse. by Carol a kenofT(PF-921).
-Publication Ponnats oj th S9 Stories by Horatio Alg r. Jr. as

Reprinted by the John C. Winston Co.. by Bob Sawy r (PF-455)
and Jim Thorp (PF-574).

-Horatio Alg r Books Published by A.L. Burt. by Bradford S.
Ch e(PF-412).

-Horatio Alg r Books Published by M.A. Donohue & Co., by
Bradford S. Cha e (PF·412).

-TIle Lost UJe ojHoratio Alg r. Jr., by Gary S hamhorst with
Ja k Bales (PF-258).

Newsboy ad ral : Full p. ge, 32.00; one-half pag . _ 17.00: on ­
quart r page. .00: per column Inch (lin h dt'ep by approx. 3 1/2 In he
wld I. 2.00. send ads. wlth he k payabl to HoraUo Alg r Socl ly. to
Robert E. Ka per. 5 5 E Sl. Andr ws Dr.. M dla. PA I 063. The abov
rat apply to all want ad , along wlth ad olTcrtng non-Alger book for

Ie. However. III th policy of th HoraUo Alger I ly to promote th
cxchang of AI r book and r lat d AI er mat rat by providing pa e
free of charge to our member for th .ale only of 8U h matenal. nd
u h ad or "LeIter. to th Editor' to Newsboy dltor William R. Cow n

(PF'-7061 at 923 South Lake t.. Apl. . Mund'l In. IL 00 O.

Thi i u, 1 would like to hare orne u eful tidbit of
inf rmati n. I ha d ided to label them Tip #1 and Tip
#2, ha ing d cid d that thi wa more dignified than my

ri inal working titl of For God' Sake Li ten to Me #1 and #2.
Tip#l(fordogowners):Let' a urn fora moment you

ar rai ingamu h-lo edbeaglepupandal ohaveamuch­
cheri hed c py f "Work and Win." If you should notic
th book ling fac up on the floor with your dog tretched

n hi t rna h, paw n ither ide of the book, no down
t th pa , and it mouth appears to be moving, it i not,
I r p at n t, b au d g mo e their lip when th y r ad.

Th image f m dog I ing on its tomach r ading a
g db k wa 0 tr ng that for ju t a mlnut 1bought it.
How r,d g ar (andthi i aparticularly ali ntpoint)
illit rat.If ud n'tb !.iev this, howthi columntoyour
d . I guarante he ill not laugh; he will eat it.

H wi it that thi woman wa dumb nough to lea e
whatwa nc an cell ntcopyandi nowa oggyruinof
"W rk and Win" on th floor? 1couldn't imagine. I found

utlat rth tw ekbycrouchingonmyhand andkne in
th down tair hall, autiou ly crawling noi el Iy down
th halllik adem ntedcanin pyandpe ringaroundthe

mer int the librar . (If you think thi imag is pitiful,
u'r abo lut Iy right). Which leads me to Tip #2.
Tip #2 (for cat owners): at loy old book; the aroma

a t lik catnip. My at (who if he wer a per on would
dr lik 0 n Vito orl one in omb r blue suit and
p akinawhi p r)can,andwill,jurnpupandgravelypaw

and pull ata b k untilitisloo ned from the shelfand fall
t th fl rwh r hi h nchman,mydog(whowouldwear
a triped hirtwith plaid pant, golf hoe and a ballcap on
backward) ag rlyawait th cat' ord r . (" odfath r,"
m dog murmur, low ring hi head t hi paw).

M h u i Id, and du to ttling, the d r to th
libraryn long rlatch .An wer:lhavetied th door of the
library with a n arly invi ibl ela tic c rd to th near t

th r d r, which i the down tair bathr m. TN pre­
nt th librar d rfr mb ingno d rpu h dop n. f

c ur , ital pr nt thedown tair bathroomd drom
b in pu h d op n.

I I k forward to eing e ryon at the 1995 orning
n nti n. nd m 50 n w r I'll bring my dog and cat
th b k al (ju t kidding)!

Y ur partic'lar friend,
ary Ann Ditch (PF- 61)
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H.A.S. is looking
ahead to Corning

by William R. Gowen (PF-706)

I t
h

m lik e terday that th Horatio Alger ociety
Id it 30th con ention in rand Rapid, Mich., but

more than fiv month ha air ady gon by.
w,it' tim t tartthinkingaboutth 1995conven­

ti n, whi h will b ho t d by Dick and Jackie Pope in
ming, .Y. Th date will b May 4-7,1995, with a fuU

agenda and r gi tration information to b publi hed in
th Januar -F bruary,l 95 ew boy.

Ha ing grown up in w Y rk tate, let me provide
a Ii ttl ba kgr und on ming and th ar a.

rning, with a population f 12,000, i located in
t ub n unty, at th foot of th Fing r Lake.

The city it If i home of th world-famou Corning
la nt rand orning u um f la , which ar

op n to th public (ab ut a half milli n vi itor per year)
and I at d I than a mile fr morning' hi tori

arket tr t di trict and th R kw UMu um, among
th r attra ti n .

ithin a hort driving di tance of oming are the
Tayl r Win ri (which hold t ur ) n ar Watkin len,
al ng with the hi toric illage of Hammond port, home

f a iati n pi ne r I nn urti . Th 1 nn urti
u eum i op n daily to the publi .

lightly more than an hour away ar Ithaca, home of
orn II Uni r ityi and Binghamton. By car, oming i

appr imately a 4 V2- hour dri e fr m ew York ity.
Trav It rning i a y - w York Rout 17 i of

int r tat -quality and onn ts with 1- at Binghamton
(for tra I r taking J- 0 from w England) and 1-390 to
th w t, whi he nne t with th w York tate Thru­
way (1- 0) n ar Roch t r. oming i thr e hour from
Buffal iagara Fall .

If u int nd t fly, ou an mak conn ction to the
Imira/ orning airp rt. Elmira, I at d about 15 mile
a t f ornin, wa th umm r h m and i th final

Richard L. Pope (PF-740) welcomes the Horatio Alger
Society to historic Corning, N.Y. for the 31st annual
convention May 4-7, 1995.

r ting place of Mark Twain.
Dick ha made arrangem nt with th B t W tern

Lodg on the reen in nearby Paint d Po t to be our
conv ntion hotel. H ha gotten u a p cial con ntt n
double room rate of $49 p r night. locator map and
p cific dir ction to the hot I will b given in th n t

i u of ewsboy.

Keep those postcards coming . . . please
uti cr tary R b Ka p r r port that he ha

rec iv d b tw n 110 and 120 re pon e to our po tal
card ur yin th July-Augu t ew boy.

Whil a gratifying r pon , it' till w II b low what
w w uld lik in rd r t make our 1995 H.A. . ro t r a
accurat and up-to-date a po ibl. The card wer
pur he. d at th i ty' P n e, w hope y u will
not wa t th hance to update ur r ter, en th ugh

you b Ii your current Ii ting i accurat .
W have al 0 recently rei d eral U.. P tal

r i change-of-addr card ( Form 3576). w
tat dinthela tis ue,wepref rn tt r Iy nthe card

beau th information provid d do n t in Iud y ur
phone numb r or the oth r informati n we want wh n
making change tour ro t r databa . PI a e nd u
more complete information when you m
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(806) 829-2595

(914) 778-4692

t£tfitor's note6oot

Th 1995 Horatio Alger iety convention i Ie
than nm nth away, oin thi i u weoff roudir t
bri f J kat rning, .Y., the convention ite. More
inf rmation i f rth oming in th next three i ues of

ew boy, with the full agenda and an article by our
nv nti n ho t, Dick Pope (PF-740) in the January­

February i u. Tho e of u who attend d Dick' 1986
ri b k onfer nce know that we'll have a fir t-cla s

on ention and that there will be plenty to ee and do
during our thr or four day in orning.

In oth r new ,Th re pan to our m mb r hip ur­
v y h be n very encouraging, with over half our m m­
b r hip r turning the pr paid postal cards to e ecutiv

r tary Rob Ka per. In an id al world, how ver, we'd
lik a 100 p rc nt r p n , particularly in light of the fact
that thi ntail no e p n e to you. imply fill out the
ard and dr p it in the mailbox.

ur goal i to have our 1995 H.A. . Member hip
R t r in y ur hand prior to the convention, 0 that'
wh r turning the card i important. We are now in the
pr e f nt ring our ro ter into a n w computer
databa ,which will nable u to keep track of when
m mb r 'du ar due and to provid a mailing Ii t for

ewsboy and other official Society corre pondence.
I would lik to acknowledge th genero ity of J.

Randol ph (PF-59 ) for providing a photocopy of the
v r of th e nd i u of Tip Top Library, which i

r produc don Pag 12. Wh n Ia ked Randy ifhe had the
fir ti u inhi c llection,hed cended to hi "batcave"
and apologiz d profu ely that i ue 0.2 wa th arli-

t h uld I at. W II, it er e our purpo e ju t fine.
Thank, Randy.

Th of ou who ub cribe to Dime ove! Round-
Up will noti that Randy, who took a er a ditor this
umm r, ha ju t put out hi fir t i ue (Octob r 1994,

Whole o. 29) utilizing d ktop publishing. Having
g n through that change with ewsboy in 1992, I can
appr iat th j bRandy ha d ne. In his fir t elf­
publi hed i u, Randy xtend thanks to il We tgard
(PF-024), wh print d Dime ove! Round-Up f dormer
dit r 'ddi L Blanc (PF-015) for the pa t five year .

In thi i ue: ar I a ken ff (PF-921) offer "R di ­
o ring Alg r" (Pag 5) whil your editor look at th

writing ar r filbert Patten (Pag 11).
oming next issue: An Aig r "urpri "and r ­

sc r h r Jam D. K elin (PF- 9 ) look at b ok that
ar " u pici u I lik tratemeyer Syndicate eri ."

MEMBERSHIP
New members:

Rob rt L. William (PF-945)
2615 170th Ave.
P.O. Box 545
Pr mption, IL 61276 (309) 534-8249

Bob i a socia! worker with the Iowa D partment of
Human S rvic . H is also a collector/dealer of boy'
and girls' serie books. He learned about the Soci ty from
Bart J. yb rg (PF-879) and Bill ow n (PF-706).

Change of address:

Peter C. Walth r (PF-548)
P.O. Box 41
Walden, NY 12586

Sh rwood E. Moor ,DDS (PF-732)
519 lar mont Driv
Flat Rock, C 28731 (704) 693-1414

Rick Fuller (PF-917)
64 E. Lak Shore Dr.
Ran om Canyon, TX 79366

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Bill:

On behalf of the orthern Illinois Univ r ity Librarie ,
we would lik to expr our sincer thanks to the following
fri nd and member of the Horatio Alg r ci ty for their
gen rous support of the repository library.

Donor: Bernie Bib rdorf (PF-524): "Facing th World; or,
the Hap and Mi hap of Harry Vance," by Horatio Alger,
Jr.; Philad Iphia, John . Win ton Co.

Donor: Bradford S. Cha e (PF-412): "Horatio Alger
Books PubIi hed by .L. Burt," by Bradford . ha e; En­
field, t., and piper Publi hing.

Donor: Dr. Martin Kallich: "Juliu ; or, The tr t Boy
Out We t," by Horatio Alger, Jr.; Phila., J. C. Winston Co.

Donor: Dr. Arthur Young (PF-941): "The Boat Club; or,
the Bunker of Rippleton," by Oliver Optic; New York, A.L.
Burt 0.; "Ris n from the Ranks; or larv y Walton' uc­
ce ," by Horatio Aig r, Jr.; Chicago, M.A. Donohue & Co.;
"Sam' hanc ," by Horatio Alg r, Jr.; " hifting for Him-
elf; or, i1b rt ryan' Fortune," by Horatio Alger, Jr.;

w York, Hur t & 0.;" trong and t ady," by Horatio
Aig r, Jr.; hicago, M. . Donohu & o.

Sincer Iy,
amu I T. Huang

Curator, Rare Book and pecial all ction
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Rediscovering Alger
by Carol ackenoff (PF-921)

Foreword: I am a political cien­
ti t, trained at the Univer ity ofChi­
cago ill political theory and Ameri­
can politic. J 1l0W teach Americall
politic, COil titutiollal law, ellder
alld politic, alld American political
thou ht and culture at Swarthmore
College. I joined the Horatio Al er
Society a little Ie than a year a 0,

once I met Rob Ka per, my neighbor
in Media. I tarted off member hip
with abollt 94 title alld, tllallles to
Rob alld to ome pllrcha e from Bob
Benllett, I'm now up to around 102.
I have read tfle e alld more. 1.A t
prill , my own book, The Fictional

Republic: Horatio Alger and
American Political Di cour e,
wa pllbli hed.

________ J

Oll< OUTWITS THI TUilr.

Alger: "The Store Boy," Porter & Coates, 1887; frontispiece.

I began to think about writing about Alger without a
v rycl arund r tandingofwhyIhadgott n"hook d"

lat in my raduat chool years. I had written a di r­
tation on how different gm nt of the workforce'
xp ri nc with chang in th po t-World War II U.S.

job tructur aff cted their political attitude, attach­
m nt , and ag ndas.

But I b cam convinc d that urv y re earch wa not
th b t way to g tat "worldvi w "-under tanding
of how th w rld work d. I combatt d a long "writer'
block" with what I thought would b an article on Alger.
Six year later, I igned a book contract with 0 ford
Univer ity Pr . And I r aliz d, along th way, how this
work unit d my background in political theory, Ameri-
an politi al thought, political conomy, my 10 e of

Literatur , and ev n literary th ory; I also realized how
it got at th patterning of American politic, in which I
had long b en intere ted.

Why my tit!: "R di coy ring Alg r"? I want to
hare thr thing with you.

Fir t, a collector and Alg r nthu ia t , I thought
Y u might lik to hear a f w word about orne of the
find r gem I di cover d whiJ tra lling to coIl ction
from Bo ton to alifomia-and source that helped me
think about Alger that aren't ft n amined. Second ar
om of the n w in ight and per p ctive I gained on

Alg r, wh n Alg r cholar hip ha b n rved 0 very
ably by auth r uch a Ralph ardner and by Gary

Schamhor t of the Uni er ity of ew Mexico, writing
om time with Jack Bale .

Third, I want to talk a bit about what intere t Alg r
ha to political science or to ocial dentist. Alg r i
enjoying renewed intere t - r di covery - in light of
n w qustions, method and typ of inquiry. Th num-
b r of p ople teaching Alger th e day in cour on
American literature, popular cultur , history, iol-
ogy, and American politic ems to b increa ing. I am
int r st d in where Alg r fits into a discus ion of con­
temporary political debate and ag nda .

Let me tum first to some of the gems, fr m my
per p ctiv . The Harvard Univer ity Archiv ha a
wonderful collection of materials from the la of 1852
- including menu from cla r union dinner , p m
compo ed, song ung, etc. (Another hobby of mine is
food - what gr at fun it would b to replicat one of
the e dinner !) Here i a copy of Alger' la t will and
t tament, including the b que t of his calendar gold
watch to the on of a niece in an Franci co, tanley
H mc Id (al 0 pell d Himceld).

There are Alger new paper obituarie . Th re are
faculty m ting not , including a notice about Alg r
being admoni hed about twic mi ing prayer . Th r
ar library charging list for Horatio Alg r, Jr.; I aw
what kind of reading Alger wa doing, which included
quite a few Scottish Enlight om nt figure, a w 11 a

(Contillued on Page 6)



Page 6 NEWSBOY September-October 1994

Rediscovering Alger
(Cont ill lied from Page 5)

am lit ratur .
M t important th r , for my purpo , w re orne
ay b und in cla book: " kero's Return From

Bani hm nt" (an Engli h ration Priz );"Athens in the
Tim frat" (Bowdoin Prize); and "The State of

th n b fore th Legi lation of alan" (Bowdoin Prize).
Thi la t wa a tran lation illto reek of a section of

rot' "Hi tory of r ce." (1 don't read re k and
had it looked at by ome cia ics cholar; once they
it ur d m that Aig r had done a pr tty straightfor­
ward tran lation, and that there was nothing particu­
larly n t worthy about th natur of thi translation, 1
imply u d the pa age and other part of rote's

Hi t ry t think about how Alg r wa r ading th
la i.) amination of the e e ay helped me ee

h w trikin wa th role that Alger' cla k education
pia d in hi work.

I di r d that me of hi lit long concern were
aIr ady giv n oke hr. I aw, in hi r ading of the
la ie, p dagogical concern: How did Pericles 1 ad?

why wa one cla ical author better able to peak to hi
ag than an th r? Why did Plato/So rate attack the

phi t -what wa wrong with getting paid to train
th y ung in the art of rh toric? Sam of the qu tions
were particularl fa inating, gi n my training a a
p litical th ri t, and giv n the work I had done on Plato
in parti utar.

Th Har ard e ay hav not b n well-enough
amin d. Theyal a locat Alg r in a Harvard Unitar­

ian traditi n, hri tianizing Plato and thinking about
how th ultural lite could p ak to an emerging g n­
rati n, in luding th working cla s.This la t is u

wa n with which Harvard Pr id nt Edward Everett,
f r wh m Aig r ran rrand in 184 -49, wa e p cially
on rn d. Looking at the e ay , 1 b gan to think

about how, after the A tor Place Riot of '49, Alg r wa
itting at Har ard, yarning for a world in which cla e

met in th ame th at r, were moved in common, pok
a mm nl nguag . H wr t ofth th at rofda ical
antiquit :

Itmu thaveb nanimpre iv pe tacle-thatva t
multitud - at d ti r above tier, bench upon b nch,

upi d by n comm n ubject of int r t, with their
pa ion, alt mat ly oth d and cited urrend ring
th ir wh I oul to th ab orbing int re t with which
the p t had in e ted the brilliant creation of hi fancy.
("Ath ninth Time of rate ")

An th r "gem" 1found at the Am rican Antiquarian
i ty (W rce t r, Ma .) help d me think about an­

th rtf Ig r qu tion: Who r ad Alger? Through
what m dium? Who bought b ? Wher did pe pIe

hav ace to Alg r torie and novels? How div r e
wa his audience?

Although it could not h Ip m an w r thi la t que ­
tion (librarians ob erving patron at the Bo ton Public
Library wer enlightening her ), th Am rican Anti­
quarian Society' hildr n A Diai ts ollection yielded
an unusual find. Th r nville Howland orcro Dia­
rie r corded the reading habit of a young boy of about
14 (hi father wa , at one point, Mayor of B ton).

One could e the diversity of one middle cla s boy'
reading diet in the late 1 60 . Much mar could and
hould be done s king out thi kind of data. Young
orcro , at any rat , frequ nt d I nding libraries, the

Bo ton Public Library, read railroad literature, dime
nov I , and play d an early gam of author (Alg r
would later appear in the r ligiou uit).

He recit d Alg r's John Maynard at ch 01 in 1 6
(having urely read it in Student and Schoolmate,
wh r th poem had r c ntlyapp ar d), and then went
off to the lending library (Burnham' - pr bably ome­
thing lik Loring' ) and r ad fir t"H len Ford" and then
"Ragged Dick," both in 1868. Hi parent ga e him a
ub cription to an liver Optic magazine; hi aunt gave

him an ptic nov 1. But middl -cla youth of this
period app ar to u e the librari for a go d deal of their
fiction reading.

1al a read carre pondence at th Andover-Harvard
Th ological Library ( ambridge) b twe n the Br w t r
pari h committ and th cretary of the Unitarian
Soci ty. (The program for Alger' ordination rvic in
Br w ter is al a her .) 1 read the Senior Alger' letter
trying to quiet down the Br w t r affair, and a uring
the ociety that Horatio Jr. would would nev r again

k a pulpit. orr pondenc refers to a 1 tter of re ig­
nation by Horatio Alger, Jr. that i n't th re (1 wonder
wh r it is?) 1r ad the continuing c rr pond nee from
Solomon Fr eman, a Br w t r pari h committ eman, as
he continued to try to get th S i ty to act again t
Horatio Alger, Jr. Freeman wrot William All n, pub­
Ii h r of Student and Schoolmate, prot ting Alger's
appearance a an author who purport d to eek to exert
a po iti influenc on th young; Fr man tri d un uc­
ce fully to have the Unitarian Society contact Allen to
put a top to Alg r's app arance in tudent and chool­
mate.

Th carre pondence mad me think about Alger'
attitude toward the church and the clergy a a force in
influ ncing the young-and how Alger downplay d the
role of the clergy and formal r ligiou in titution in
m ral guidance. In "Ragg d Dick," whi h wa under­
way at the tim of the Brew ter affair, Mr. ryan take
Dick to Sunday hool; but th clergy drop out in many
of Alg r' novel . Even in th early novel "Paul Pre cott'

harge," Paul i tak n in by a chur h xton aft r falling
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Alger: "Luke Walton," Porter & Coates, 1889; frontispiece.

a I P in a church - w ar told the rmon wa boring.
I ,th Br w t r matt r h Iped me b gin to ee ju t

what it m ant for an author to b totally d p ndent on
hi (or h r) pen f r a living - and h w attun d to the
mark t such an auth r n d d to b .

I pur u d thi them in a chapter on "Th Author in
th Lit rary Mark tplac ," which amined rna fic­
tion writing, and the way in which e pan ion of fiction
r ading, book purcha ing, and ma mark ting of cheap
ficti n aall h Ip d hape author hip and literary pro­
duction. Th imp rtan of owning and producing one-

If wa not nly an i ue for Alger heroe but al 0 for
author.

n thi note, a major "g m" in my travel wa th
Huntington ibrary in an Marino, alif mia. The
Huntington h u 961 lter fr m Alg r to Ir ing Blak ,
a y ung Tribun c rr p nd nt. II am d about what

19 r wa r ading, th ntertainm nt h went to or
r m mb r d, r n cti n n political cont t ...

Apart from th lett r collection - the large t in a
library ( lumbia Uni r ity i ne t with th Edwin

ligman colle ti n of about 24 letter ) - th ground of
th Huntingt n w r unb lievabl - it i call d th
Huntington Library and gard n. amuel Huntington,
a 19th centur railr ad magnat , built th tat, with
man i n, art all ry, and them gard n . Alger' I tter

there dat from 1896 to th nd of hi \if ; th r ar al
orne letter other wrote to Jo ph P. L b, a an

Franci co lawyer and Alger collector. Ther ar ral
photo (one of Alg r' mother that I've ne er n or

n referr d to). ne of the I tters t Jo ph L b,
from a Joy Lichtenstein, wa e p cially inter ting a I
thought about is u of production and con umption­
the place of the rna fiction author and of ne wh
dep nd upon being con umed. H r is hi recoll ction
of Alger' 1 90 trip:

He came out Ilere to write a book on the gold mining day,
and J cannot remember the name ofit, but it never wa ofmuc11
importance. He wa a slight man with gray hair, and a ray
mustache. He seemed quite elderly to me, but perhap 1ze wa
not sixty at that time. He rented a room in ahotel on all ome
Street, between California and Sacramento where the Security
Build;'l now i , right across the Street from Well -fargo
Expre . It wa a third cia s hotel, a 1 remember, and 1I0t

havill to work in tile Library orne mOrl/ill , Jwould p nd
the morning with him. He at at a mall marble topped table,
writing on mall heet of paper.

The room wa terribly cold. He would write a certaill
length of time and complete a certaill lIumber of heet alld
then we would go out to lunch. In about two week, Ile had
exactly olle-half of the book filii lIed, and J remember goillg

(Contillued 011 Page )
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Rediscovering Alger
(Continued from Page 7)
over to the Expre office while he sent it back to the publisher.
Some evelling we would walk around the lower part of town,
and he would stop before some ofthe cheap store and examine
the good that were on display and inquireabout the prices. He
had New England characteri tics. He was a bachelor.

Alg r' own po ition at th margin of the conomy,
at the margin of what gent el culture aw as literary
r p ctability, i highlight d. Hi light frame and his
Ii ht lat literary accompli hm nt and th drabne of

hi t rribly old, third-cla hotel room all indicate hi
tatu a a pr duc r. Staring into the cheap tore and

att mpting to determine the price of ordinary good
di play d there, Alg r gather "data" for hi torie in
th mark tplace.

In my b ok, I go from here to amining the difficult
time ne had living by writing rna s fiction. There was
th rapid pa e and poor paYi at lea t Alger own d his

wn name, unlike th Bertha M. Clay and Old Sleuths
of dim n v Iproduction,producedbydifferentp ople.

nd when and if they "mov d" to another publi her,
th didn't wn their nam .

The author al 0 had to be a elf-marketer. Alger's
r fie ti n n politic hou d at the Huntington and in
th ligman letters (and a few at the University of
Michigan) h Ip d m grapple with Alg r' Whig-Re­
publican politic. You e him a an enthusia tic parti-
an. H wa out in the tr t with cou in William

Roun viiI Alger the night of the Rutherford B. Hayes­
amu I Tild n conte t in 76 (as other were, eking
lection n w ). You ee his enthu ia m for Theodor

R 0 velt, and hi narration of an incident in which h
wa called to the tage a a tand-in once when he went
to h ar R v It p ak at Railroad Hall in ew York
(the f atured sp aker had not arrived). You e Alger'
ho tility to th only D mocratic pr id nt of th ra,

rover I veland, and his remark (to Rus ell A. Alger,
a di tant r lation eking the R publican nomination in
1 ) that the fir t leveland admini tration wa
I/unamerican, and ho tile to the indu trial inter ts of
th P opl ."

I th ught long and hard about what Alger meant by
thi r mark, and I eventually concluded that there i no
way Alg r join din th Mugwump defection of '84 (in
whi h om progre ive northern Republican defected
fr m Blain to h lp elect the Democrat, I veland).

In thi corr pondence, one will al notice Alg r'
di dain for political corruption and for Tammany Hall,
and hi r marks lauding Teddy Roo evelt' reform
poli . Algervoi hi opinion about William Jenning
Bryan, hard mon y - p cially the gold tandard­
and hi nthu ia m about th McKinleyel ction of 1896.

Her i part of on of my favorite I tter , penned to
young Irving Blake on till occasion:

I judge by the papers that McKinley will receive 302
electoral votes, and Bryan 300. Both will be elected, and there
will be three Vice Pre idents. We shall have both silver and
gold, and all will be happy. Our incomes will be doubled, and
you can drink all the whisky [sic] you want. Perhap you do
now. Let us live and hope!

Alger's various gold tandard r marks got me think­
ing about the r lation hip between gold, a the medium
of exchange, and character in Alg r novel . I came to ee
that the individual Alger hero, who tatu i in flux, is
much like liquid capital. Th alue of the individual
travel with and i inh r nt in that person. Onc ac­
quired, character po esses the property attributed to
gold by the gold tandard advocate-for like gold, its
value i constant and inhere in th m tal. It i of
recognized value in any marketju t like hard currency.

I've discu ed both some of the gem I've found and
how the e piece help d me think about Alg r. But I
should tum to what I wa interested in doing with Alger
(which wa certainly OT to write a biography), and to
why I think academic hav be n inter t d in Alger
lately and hav ev n be n t aching "Ragged Dick" or
another widely available Alger no el in cour e in litera­
tur , economic, ociology, and political ci nc .

An issue I had been struggling with wa the relation­
hip of ideology - or understandings of how the world

works - to material conditions.
What wa the relation hip of uch understanding of

how the world works to changes in economy and soci-
ty? How did p ople make n of th world in order

to act in it? How do chang in conomy and society
up t - or do not up t - th e under tanding? Some
American political sci ntist and hi torian (including
my If) have a long-lived intere t in the stability of the e
under tandings. There eem to be some shared agree­
ment andund rstanding (howwidely?amongwhom?)
despite ma ive tran formation in how people live and
work. Th re are formulation - lik Alg r' - that
e m to urvive as truth about the way th world works

de pite the adv nt of organization, bur aucratization,
the corporate form, internationalization of capital and of
the divi ion of labor, depression, decline in real wage,
etc. The Alg r formula voic something thought to b
true about America.

One of the mo t important of these tudie talked
about "liberal Lockean, Horatio Alger atomistic indi­
viduali m," claiming that con en us wa forg d by the
1840s; that experience could never fundamentally hake

If- vid nt truth. There wa ,in till vi w, omething
di tinctive about the United Stat ; her wa one an wer
to the que tion of why there wa no ociali m in the
United States. Thi wa Louis Hartz' "The Liberal
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Beloved in light of th American j
of captivity narrative .

And in a monumental trilogy which I r comm nd to
you rna t highly, Richard Slatkin at W I yan Univ r-
ity ha examined the role of the frontier myth in Ameri­

can hi tory - mo t recently in" unfighter ation,"
which xamine the changing rol of the frontier myth in
the 20th century a reflect d in Hollywood movi .

Thi newer, rich tradition h Ip me redi co er Alg r
a an author who wrote in th P nny paper n t to
torie of Molly Maguire I tramp I and romanc a w U

a an author for Gr n ill Howland orcro, wh
picked up bound volume in Bo ton librarie at fiv
c nt p r we k. Ther w r diff r nt lit rary v hide ,
diff r nt audienc , differ nt te t - in eff t, multipl
Alger. Ther wa Alg r th moral r former, but al a

(Contilllled 011 Page 10)

in the field of popular culture.
John Ka on' "Ruden and i ility" attend to

manner and cla marker in 19th century Am rica a
he looks at truggl a er cultur and cla . Wh n he
10 ks at the tor Place Riot of 1849, h a ks (and
provid an an wer to) what i going on when a th at r
audienc h a e half a heep' carca onto ta during
a production.

Micha I D nning' "Mechanic Accent" amin
dime nov I and working cla fiction in the nin t nth
c ntury, and makes an argum nt (which I ultimat Iy
qu tion) that Alger wa m r Iya ventriloqui t - u ing
working cla forms but attempting to r form hi audi-

nce-who e
ventriloquism
"f 11 on deaf

DICK. "Vllill .'OIl~l'IV.

Alger: "Ragged Dick," A.K. Loring, 1868; p. 284.
m aning; au-
th rial int nt d n't go ern; r ading (a Janic Radway
writ ) i n t lik ating; and tanl y Fi h a "i ther
a t t in thi cla ?"

Rath r opl COil lwei m aning a m mb r of
ommuniti . Th cholar tend a critiqu the notion
f "fal n iou n itiz n -lik r ader - ar

n t m r I a t d upon. If on att nd to the "len e "
p pi u t mak n f p ri nc , for ampl,

n can argu that p pie und r tand ju tice in particu-
lar way and participat in p liti wh n th ir en of
ju ti e i outraged.

h lar att nd incr a ingly t mellialite - t th
langua e in which battl are fought out, to mode of
r i tanc and di nt, t th way in which communi­
ti ar c n titut d and r on tituted. L t me note a few

ampl of m of th fin re nt w rk b ing don by
'0 ial cienti t and by ther Am rican tudie cholar

Traditi n in Am rica," a b ok which, by the u it mad
of Alg r a a mba!, arou ed my int r t in reading

Ig r.
Hartz, writing in th 19 0 about th tatic, terile

nature of m rican p litical thought by compari on
with Eur p , talk a if people who bought the Iger
m th w r dup ; th y uffer false can ciou ne and
don't know who th y rally ar . Hartz' work ha com
under alot f riti i m.

Mar r c nt! , cholar including lit rary theori t
ha gott n int r t d in th way p pi make n of
the world, including th way th y"r ad" t t. Th Y
have b n di co ring the litt! guy - what ( )he did,
th u ht,
r ad. Th y
hay b com
inter ted in
popular cul­
tur. omeof
th e ch lar
look at narra-
tiv - th
torie p opl
tilth rn-

I e about
thml
wh th yar ,
wher th
ha be n,
wh r th y'r
going.

A cording
to r nt ap­
p r a h
t t d n't
hay "a"
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Rediscovering Alger
( Oil till lied fro/ll Page 9)

Ig r th I v II r - bringing down elfi h capitalist
and arranging ju tice; bringing Ragg d Dick into the
dining r am and parlor of th w althy on term of
quality. Th r wa Alger who celebrated community

and th wh pr erv d it.
I wr t about the way in which th Alg r tory,

f rmula , and m I drama b cam available for incor­
p rati n a a lallglla e or grammar of political di cour e,
carr ing multipl p ibilitie and re pan e to corrup­
tion and to capitali m.

I pr id a diff r nt kind of an wer t why the Alger
tor ur iv , and attempt to locate it plac in our

cOl/te/llporan} di our about diff rence, virtu , the
id ntity of Am rica, t I ision violence, e education,
urban probl m , drug, ngli hanly, tc. My xamina­
ti n f th ur ivai of Alger in mod m political di ­
c ur i part f th r di COy ry f Alg r I allud to in th
titl f thi artid .

Th th r part of my job of "r di cov ry" wa to
mak n f wh r Alger fit into di cour e in the 19th

nlur ab ut th identity of th r public, virtue, grow­
ing differenc ofda , immigration ... I talk about what
killd f n Ig r mad of tran formati n of conomy
and it, and to whom.

ith wh m wa Iger engag din dialogu ? I I at
I r amid 19th c ntury author of religiou fiction; in

p da gi al d bat about how to r ach the young and
t a h I __ n of life without turning them off; in a
traditi n fad i manual autho ; amid th di cour

f ultural Lite wh fared democra y and th d cline
in d f r n e to natural leader (.g., Jame F rumor
apr); in a debat about the fat of J ff r anian id al ,

linking pr p rt and independence, and amid conc m
ab ut what indu trialization wa doing to indep n­
d nand r publian irtue.

I al place Alger in what I call the "cultur war" of
th late 19th ntury - battle ov rreading, habit, and
cla mark r .

Thi included the fam d m t k cru ad and the
m m nt to r m ve Alg r, Elli , Optic, and a tLem n
fr m public librari . Why did Librarian go on a cru ade
a ain tiger lat in th c ntury? What wa th debat

r "manl " fiction? What imag of manlin and of
itiz n hip w r at tak in th diff r nc b tw en

th wh tr ed pr duction of the If and th who
tr _ d pr du ti n of ood a th n e of man-

h d? Alg r mad a lot of n of th ild d Ag and
gr pdf r a languag in which to talk ab ut it. In "The
Fi ti nal R public," I ha e att mpt d to acc rd Ig r a
Sl.'riolisl/('s. h i oft n d ni d. Alg r' t ri ar not
mer fanta , but rather hi te t attempt t nam and

Alger: "The Young Acrobat," Street & Smith, 1900;
frontispiece.

work out probl m .
Alg ri notju tth romanticiz rofadying ranoran

unaba hed boo ter of capitalism. He i not a great writer,
but a writer who had hi hand on th pul of an ra. Th
optimi m Alger e ud d wa , in considerable measure,
via th optimi m h had about th haith, virtue, and
unity of the republic when a many around him aw a
world coming apart at the am.

Ha ing written me 400 pag on Alger, i Alger out
fmy y tem? at at all. I would loy to writ an articl

about Alger and temperanc politi ... but my family
may kill m if I writ another word on Alg r. or n w,
I will ha e to chann I my Alger en rgie into c U cting,
whil I think ab ut my n t r ar h pr j ct.

at
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Gilbert Patten just prior to the turn of the century, at
a time when fellow writer Charles Hanson Towne
remarked to him about his resemblance to another
American author: "Ah, there, Edgar Allan Poe. When
did you come to life?" University of Oklahoma Press

began to writ for Str t & Smith. Th g n i f r th
Frank Merriwell stories came through a erie of lett r
and then a meeting with Ormond . Smith, who wa
pleased with Patten's early work for the firm and pro­
po danew erie of torie imilartotheJackHarkaway
tories currently running in Good ews, an S& publi­

cation.
He asked Patten to come up with a catchy nam for

hi new hero (a tudent at a boarding cho lor military
academy), about which he would write around 20,000
word per we k under a p eudonym whi h became
"Burt L. Standi h."

"The torie hould diff r from th Jack Harkawa
torie by b ing American and thoroughly up-to-date,"
mith aid in hi corre pond nce to the auth r. ur idea

i to i u, ay, tw Ive torie , each complet in it elf, but
like th links of a chain, all dealing with lif in th
academy. By the time the reader will hav b me
uffici ntly well acquainted with th hero, and th

(Continued 011 Page 13)
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Editor. note: This arlicl(' rua pre.ellled as a paper al ti,e 24th
anllllall1leelingojtJle Popular Cult ure Association on April 9, 1994
ill Chicago, Ill., alld rua also presenled allhe 1994 H.A.S. conven­
lioll in Grand Rapids, Mich.

by William R. Gowen (PF-706)

H wa on of the mo t wid Iy read author in
hi tory. But th r ar author and there are au­

thor. And d pite th title f hi po thumou Iy pub­
Ii h d autobiography, William Gilb rt Patten wanted to
b known a m r than "Frank M rriwell' Father."l

William ilb rt Patten (h rafter referr d to a il-
b rt Patt n) wa b rn
in orinna, Main n

tob r25,1 66,af w
month hyof30y ar
from th fat ful April
18, 1896 date wh n the character Frank Merriwell made
hi debut in tr t & mith' Tip Top Library.

The birth of the dime nov I preceded Patten' arrival
on thi arth by ix year and by the time he wa 10, he
had b om an avid r ader f thi popular form of
fiction. A typi al nonconformi t teen-ag r, he d cided at
around age 13 or 14 that h could write the kind of
torie . H' par nt , of cour e, want d him to b come a

mini ter, carp nt r r n of the other legitimate profe ­
ions. "Willi "Patt n f It otherwi e."It eems to me that

from my arli st thinking b yhood, I have alway been
a ecr t or op n r bel against re traint," he aid.2

during the y ar , Patten devour d th kind of
cheap lit ratur hi d-fearing parent regarded a
evil. H al 0 got int num rou fi t fight with hi
cla mate, which he ay "...converted me into a mink­
ing lad with a n of inf riority."3

What do young t r with an inf riority complex do?
ft nth y r treat into m cret little world which, in

Patt n' ca , wa the world of the dime novel. He
probably had no inkling that within two decad , he
would b come "King of the Dime oveli ts."

ince th titl of thi article i " ilb rt Patten: A Look
B yond the M rriw II ," I t' fir t ummarize that most
prolific pha f Patt n' car r.

ilb rt Patt n, air ady a ucc ful writer for dime
no I, mad a fateful car er move in 1 95 wh n he

att
A look beyond
the Merriwells
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Frank Merriwell first appeared in Street & Smith's new Tip Top Library, of which this is the second issue. Tip
Top Library was renamed Tip Top Weekly on Feb. 27, 1897 (issue No. 46), and continued through July 27,
1912 (No. 850). The last issue written by Patten was No. 831 ("Dick Merriwell's Counsel") on March 16, 1912.
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Gilbert Patten: A look
beyond the Merriwells
(Continued from Page 11)

author will al 0 no doubt have xhau ted mo t of the
pranks and capad that might naturally occur."4

mith went on with further detail of what he ex­
p ct d Patt n to do with hi main character.

rm nd mith couldn't have r alized the impact of
what he cr at d. In today' t rm , Frank Merriwell
becam the two-ton gorilla of juvenile fiction. Starting
with th app arance f "Frank M rriw 11; or, Fir t Day
at Fardal "in the April 18, 1 96 debut i ue of Tip Top
Library (which wa r nam d Tip Top Weekly with th
i u f F b. 27, 1 97), th M rriwell torie b came
runaway b t- II r .

Tip Top Libraryrrip Top Weekly totaled 50 i ue,
runnin thr ugh July 27, 1912. Patt n wrote th mall,
with th c ption of . 19 -274 when John H.
Whit n a umed author hip; o. 27- 29 (Fr d rick
R. Burton); o. 2- 33 (Fr derick M. 0 y); o. 34-
35 (Aim nd Wolff); . 36- 3 (Whit on) and
39- 50 ( Iff).5

ach i ue contain d 32 pag with a color co r, a
n w id a at th time. b iou ly, the n w o-called "Tip
Top" w r a hit with r ad r young and old alike, and
aft r Tip Top Weekly wa wrapped up in 1912, S&S
launch d ew Tip Top Weekly (Aug. 3, 1912 to March
6,1915) to c v r th adv nture of Frank Merriwell, Jr.

Th tr t & mith Tip Top Quarterly wa publi h d
for a fiv -y ar p riod (1896-1901) during th run of Tip
Top Weekly. Th e 50-c nt, larg - iz magazine (10
1/4 by 6 7/ inche) combined the first 13 Frank
M rriw II t ri in n volume.6

Th fir t compr hen ive reprinting of the Merriwell
tori cam in &' Medal Library and ew Medal

Library, which r d 5 i u b tw en Jan. 2 ,1899
to 0 c. 7, 1 15. The Merriwell tori compri d 243 of
th 5 i u ,with other author lik Alger, Optic,
Stratem y r, Hi, ti, H nty, etc. filling out the erie.
The fir tight i u cam out bi-we kiy with all sub e­
qu nt i ue on a w kiy ba i .

Th pap rback books w r 7 1/4 by 5 inche and
contain d 200 to 300 page - the o-called "thick"
M rriw 11 . Th fir t 37 i u of th edal Library
co t 10 c nt and 0.379 through 58 co tIS cent. The
lat r ew Medal Library i u which r peated title 1
through 37 ,al 0 co t 15 cent .7

tr t & mith th n tTi d a cloth-bound Merriwell
dition a part of it Boy' Own Library b ginning in

1902, whi h pr umably b cau f higher retail price,
wa not a big ell r. Thi r print ri COy r d six b oks

The hard-cover Merriwells were published starting
in 1902 by Street & Smith (six titles) and soon re­
printed by Federal. When David McKay took over
(above), the number of titles was increased to 28.
Each bookwas a compilation of four Merriwell stories
from Tip Top LibrarylTip Top Weekly.

of about 300 page, which were r printed by Fed ral
B ok o. and still lat r when David McKay took ov r
the Boys' Own Library, with McKay expanding th run
to 2 title. Each of the e books contained four tori
originally appearing inTipTop LibraryrripTop Weekly.

The fir t 24 McKay tit! in th dark-brown COy r
and internal illu trations are the mo t ought-after hard­
co er Merriwells by collector today. Th six tr t &

mith title (medium gr n coy r ) and ix Fed ral
reprint (light-blui h gray covers) are even mor carc.

Following the appearance of a Merriwell ba ball­
only erie of eight reprint title and a imilar eri of ix
football title in 1917, Str t & Smith came out with it
mo t popular Merriwell reprint rie, imply titl d The
Merriwell eries.8

Th thick7-by-5-inchpap rbacks,is u dbi-w kiy,
again w r around 300 pag in length and co r d 245
titl publi hed between January 1921 and Jun 1930.

& tri d to up th pric to 20 c nts each, but roll d
it back to 15 cent aft r the fir t f w title . A with th
arlier & thick M rriwell ,the had color ov rand
old well. Compared with th hard-coy r edition ,the

ar relativelyea y to find today by a c II ctor b cau all
(Continued 0/1 Pa e 14)
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Gilbert Patten: A look
beyond the Merriwells
( 011 till lied from Pa e 13)

w r in print thr ughout th I ngthy period th erie
wa i u d.

at r rriw II r print ri by & included a bi-
w kly Burt L. tandi h Library of 41 titles between
Jul 1 30 and January 1932; the Merriwell Library Oan.
1932-Jun 1933) and a brief revival in 1971, the so-called
Ja k Rudman r print that co r d only thr e title of
250 page in length.9

In 1975, K n ingt n Publi hing orp. of ew York
i u d two Merriwell title, "Frank Merriwell' Search"
and "Frank rriw ll' Pow r," und r its Z bra B ok
imprint. Th did not ell well.

Thi m what I ngthy look at the Merriw II pro-
id apr p ctiv of ju t how big a writer ilbert

Patt n had b com . r the curse of their publication
lif (including n uninterrupt d run of 37 year ), the

rriw II tori (Frank, hi br ther Dick and on Frank,
Jr.) Id a r port d 500,000,000 (that's half a billion)

pi . Th are incr dibl number.
But back to the main topic. What did Gilb rt Patt n

do bond the M rriw II ? While mall in compari on
with Frank, Dick and Frank, Jr., thi con titute a fa ci­
na ting apt of hi career.

ing ba k to hi dim nov I day and c ntinuing
thr u h ut his car r, Patten wrote under a variety of
p udon m . Th included "Em r on Bell," "Barry
Tall ho," "William West Wilder," "Wyoming Will,"
" i ut nant R.A. wift,"" rdon Braddock," "Wyl
Parton,"" tan ton L. Burt," "Harry Dangerfield," "Julian

1. Dr," "Morgan Scott," "Gordon McClaren,"
"H rb rt B llwo d" and,ofcour , "Burt L. Standi h."10

h n their total i mbin d with th Merriw II ,th
dim no I torie written und r the other p eudonym

mpri d a mind-b ggling output for any writer. Patt n
wa a writing machin , at fir t turning out hi rnanu-

ript in longhand and later on an arly manual typ ­
writ r. It wa work that 5 med not to tax hi brain, a
th r i n gr at dropoff in lit rary quality a th year
pr gr

H w r, Patt n' writing car r did take a toll on
hi per onallif ,a hi n c ity to live in ew York for
I ng tr t h f time au d hi fir t wif , Alice, to fil
f r di rc and hi p ripat tic life tyl eventually co t
him hi nd marriage a w II.

Patt n turn d ut to be a fru trat d dime no eli t. H
kn \I a w 11 an b dy (after all, what had hi moth r
t Id him a a 13- ar- Id?) that dime nov I w re con­
id r d tra h by tho e in high literary ir I . Patt n

Gilbert Patten at work on another Merriwell story.
UnIVersity of Oklahoma Press

knew h could write, and he want d to write ornething
ignificant.

In hi ye, ornething ignificant meant om thing in
hard-cover. While several of Patt n' dim nov I tori
(including th hard-cov r Merriwells) wer ventually
r i ued in cloth, they w re till dime novel in n w
lothing. In fact, veral of Patten' care t hard-co er

books ar the reprint, which w will di u hortly.
Patten want d dearly to write something dir ctly for

hard-cover. In a chanc m ting ju t a h wa leaving
the Str et & Smith offic after dropping off a manu­
cript on day in late 1899, rmond mith gave him th

opportunity. Following i the exact con ration a
r called by Patt n:

"We are preparing to go into th cloth-book field," he
told m , "and w want you to writ thr high-cla
boy , books for u on a royalty ba i . W will make
hand om olum of th m, and for ach tory we'll pay
an ad ance of two hundr d and fifty dollar, not to be
d duct d from your r gular royalty paym nt of t n p r
cent. When can you give u the fir t tory?" 11

Patt n recall d that he wa tak n aback by the pro­
po ai, aying that hi continuing work on the Merriwell
might force him to tak thr r four month for ach
title in the new erie.

"That wouldn't be oon enough," mith aid. "We
mu t have them all in not more than ix month . I beli ve
we can arrang to mak th Merriw 11 work air for
you. John Whit on has written om pretty fair juvenile
t rie for u , and h ' coming to town in a w k or two.

You can let him do mo t of th work on the M rriwell,
fumi hing him with th titl , plot and ugg tion and
r ading hi fini h d torie b for th yare deliver d to
u . That will afford you pi nty of time to write all thr
of the cloth books in i month. Ther , now that'
ettled."12
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TREET A D l\IITH, Nc-w Yor,{' and Londou

Illustrated.

o Patt n wa a hard-cover author, but not really.
Wh ther through mi management of di tribution, th
pric a ked (one dollar p r volume), al w re di ap­
pointing.

Wh n Str et & mith launched the Boys' Own li­
brary hard-eover serie in 1902, it priced the boo at 75
cents. While the Boys' Own Library wa a reprint rie

of previously i u d tr t
& Smith erial mat rial (in­
cluding the fir t ix hard-
cover Merriwell a al­
ready mention d and ini­
tially thr other Patten
title originally publi h d
as erial in Good ew
written under the "Harry
Dangerfi Id" p eudonym
("TheBoyB mer ,""Th
Boy Cattle King" and "Th
Boy From the W t"), th
three Rockspur title w re
not indud d until th 1 06
switch of the Boy , Own
Library to David McKay.

By th n, thr addi-
tional Patt n bo , tw
more"HarryDang rfi Id"
p eudonym erial r­
printed from Good ew
- "Don Kirk' Min " and
"Jud and Joe, Print rand
Publi her" - along with
the ingle-book titl "The
o adwood Trail," had
been add d to th Boys'
Own Library.

Th latter titl , "The
Deadwood Trail," carri
with it another inter ting
tory. Patten had want d

to creat a pair of boy'
serie, on in Iving
chool and port and the

other t in the old w t.
He decid d to call the fir t
book of th latt r ri
"The 0 adwood Trail,"

and w nt to Bo ton to pitch the idea to Richard Burton,
then th ditor at L & hepard. Patt n had b n
impr d with the books L&S had publi h d for d-
ward tratemey rb ginningin1898with"Und rO w
at Manila." Burton aid he liked th id a but told Patt n
to "writ th fir t book and we'll tart the ri with it,

(Continued 0/1 Pa e 16)

A STORY OF FOOTBALl..

A STORY OF BASEBALl..

A STORY OF WINTER SPORTS.

Price, $1.00 per volume.

By GILBERT PATTE .

The Rockspur Nine

The Rockspur Eleven

The Rockspur Rivals

ABSORBI G ATHLETIC SERIES.

There is something wrong with the boy

who is not thrilled as he reads these stori .

They are full of plot and action and must

appeal strongly to all lovers of basebal~, foot­

hall and kindred sports. The description of

the games between rival teams makes very

exciting and absorbing reading, and few boys

with warm blood in their veins, having once

begun the perusal of one of these books, will

lay it down till it is finished.

A

In Cloth.

Patt n f It that the door wa open for him to b com
a "Iegitimat " author, p culating that omeone el e,
po ibly Whit on, w uld b come the n w "Burt

tandish" for th Merriw 11 b fore long.
Thu wa born th Rock pur Athletic eries, with

th fir t tw titl ,"Th Rock pur ine" and "The
Rockspur EI n," publi h d by & in 1900 and the
third titl , "The R k pur
Rival," in 1901. Manu­
cript for the thr titl

had b en d liv red to
treet & mith b tw n

early March and late July
of 1900.

How v r,ju ta Patt n
wa writing th books, it
b came vid nttohimthat
Whi on wa not an id al
tand-in for the original

Burt 1. tandi h, n t b ing
too familiar with th
torylin f th arli r

Merriwellstorie ; oPatt n
ign dan wc ntractwith
rmond mith for him t

c ntinu hi work n th
rriw II .13
"1 wa pI a d by th

Rockspur b when the
w r finallyi u d,forthey
wer ,a Mr. mithhad aid
th y would b , rally at­
tracti e volume ," Patten
r called. "At la t 1 wa a
cloth-book writ r under
th name of ilb rt Patt n,
and I f It that my day of
writing -call d dim
nov I would r long b
b hind me.

"But om thing went
wrong. 1 wa told that th

tabli h d publi h r of
d th b oks wer oppo d
to th inva ion f th ir fi Id With the three-volume Rockspur Athletic Series (1900-
by pur ey r of dim nov- 1901), Patten wrote his first books specifically for the

I , but I think it wa mor hard-cover market.
pr babl that tr t & mith were not prop rly orga­
niz d to di tribute cl th b widely t r tail r . How­

r that may b , th ir att mpt to br ak into that field
omeh w mi arried. erth 1 , I r c iv d b tw n

two hundred and two hundr d fifty dollar each a my
r yalty ommi ion on th b ok , which att ted that
th y were n t a mplete fI p."14
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A Medal Library paperback reprint
of "Jud and Joe," originally an 1896
Good News serial under the "Harry
Dangerfield" pseudonym.

Gilbert Patten: A look
beyond the Merriwells
(Continued from Page 15)
if that' what w want."lS

Patt n then attempted to start the book but had a case
of writer' block (or just a lack of knowledg of the we t
in g neral). When he went to a Bo ton bookseller for
advice, h wa
told to look up
back i u of

cribner's
Magazine pub­
Ii hed at th
timeofth Bla k
Hill gold ru h
and try to find
an artic! by
Leand r
Richard on d -
cribing a r al­

life tr k from
Larami , Wyo­
ming to 0 ad­
wood ity, S.D.

Arm d with
thi background
in f rma tion,
Pa tten com­
pi t d th bo k
and haded
ba k t th L&

Hie , manu­
cript in hand. A f w days later, Burton call d and aid

th tory had be n rej cted.
"But what wa th matter with it, ir?" I aid in

di may.
"P r nally, I think it' all right," the editor aid, "but

th head of the firm ays it's too fascinating. He thinks
it would mak boy want to run away out W tins arch
of adv nture imilar to tho e your hero experienced."

Patt n drib d him If a Ita tounded" by Burton's
r ply.

"If that' the rea on, he would have refu ed
t v n n' 'Trea ure I land' had it be n offered here."

"1 think it would have," Burton aid. 16

Di appointed, Patten returned to ew York, and
aft r much p rsi t nee, found a receptive publisher in D.

ppl ton & ompany. "The 0 adwood Trail" came out
in 1904. mentioned, it wa added to the McKay
ersion of the Boys' Own Library in 1906.

"Th urged me to follow it up with a econd volume

of the s ri s I had planned, aying that was the only way
to make juvenile writing possible. I regretfully admit
that I never wrote the second book," Patten said. 17

Patten did not attempt writing hard-cover books
from scratch for a number of years, although the Boys'
Own Library hard-cover and Medal Library paperback
editions of his earlier effort remained in bookstores and
libraries.

Another series conceived as serializations in the
Merriwell vein for Patten' newly created 1910 S&S
magazine, Top Notch, wa the CHf Stirling Series,
which he wrote under the "Julian St. Dare" pseudonym.
Acting as editor of Top Notch ("Edited by Burt L.
Standish") while maintaining a heavy Merriwell writing
schedule and commuting back and forth from Camden,
Maine, Patten soon became editor in name only, with the
editing taken over by Henry Wilton Thoma, Sunday­
feature editor of the New York World. 18

But Top otch gave Patten an opportunity to get an
additional five hard-cov r books in print. ow r leased
from editorial dutie , he took the Julian St. Dare CHf
Stirling storie , expanded and reworked them and had
them published under his own name by David McKay
inthe1910-1916period. 19 The ebooksw renotpartof
the Boys' Own Library although their binding w re
similar to tho e found in the BOL.

Earli r, Dodd, Mead publi hed a single Patten title,
"Bill Bruce at Harvard" (1905). Like the Clif Stirlings, it
was derived from an earlier erial, in this case one
publish d in Popular Magazine.

The publisher with the largest numb r of Gilbert
Patten hard-covers in print wa Bar e & Hopkin of

ew York, and in fact, the most succe sful Patten books
in terms of sales were the 16 volum of the Big League
Series, another reissue of tories first appearing in Top

otch Magazine.
This ries wa probably succe sful for two reason.

Fir t, the hard-cover publication of the erie (1914­
1928) came during ba eball' golden age, which began in
the early 1920 with the hiring of the gam' fir t com­
missioner, Judge Kenesaw M. Landis, in the aftermath
of the Black Sox candal and the rise of Bab Ruth a the
game's greate t player. Secondly, "Burt L. Standish" on
the cov r brought back visions of Frank and Dick
Merriwell.

The Big League Series was is ued in a vari ty of
cover sizes and colors by Bar and Hopkins and its
ucce or, Bar and Company. The books also had

clever ports-cliche title, which further attracted them
to ports fans as well a young reader in g neral. Lefty
Locke ri e from bu h-Ieaguer to star pitcher to manager
and to team owner, truly the American dr am.

An interesting sidelight is that Patten first tried to
p ddle the fir t tory in this serie , "Lefty 0' the Bu h,"
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EFTY LOCKE.
OWNE

BURT LSTANDISH
For the Big League Series, left, Patten revived the "Burt L. Standish" pseudonym for stories Barse &Hopkins
reprinted from Street & Smith's Top Notch Magazine. The Oakdale Series, by "Morgan Scott," and the Rex
Kingdon Series by"Gordon Braddock" were hard-cover originals by Hurst & Co.

to The aturday Evening Po t in Philadelphia, and
wh n dit r th r wanted to chop it up into two or thr e
hort tori ,Patt n decid d that rath r than tak the

time to do that beau h n d d th money immedi­
ately, h had it publi h d in Top otch and thu wa
b gun th Big League erie .20

The ix-volum College Life eries wa i ued by
Bar e and Hopkin (and lat r, Bar and ompany)
from 1914 to 1925. Th book wer i ued under
Patten' wn nam and lik th Big League eries, came
in a vari ty of binding format.

Patt n' th r tw n n-Merriw 11 eri were con-
e iv d a book from th ground up and they app ared
und r two f hi mo t fam u p eudonym . The rie
w re publi h d in delu editi n by Hur t & 0.; they
are the Oakdale eries (1911-1913) und r the "Morgan
Scott" pen-nam and the Rex Kingdon eries (1914­
1917) und r th " ord n Braddock" p udonym. Both
werelaterrepubli h din omewhatcheaperedition by
f Uow w York publi h r A.L. Burt.

The e books contain orne f Patten' fin t writing.
R x Kingd n i th h ro of torie baring hi name,
which tak plac in ch 01 and outdoor tting . In
additi n t th fi book publi hed, a ixth ("Rex
Kingdon and hi hum") wa pr mot d but appar-
ntly i a phant m titl .

Th ix-volume Oakdale eries i t at the choolof
th title, and th main her , B n tn, hold an uncom­
mon place in boy , cri fiction in that he ha a ph ical
d f rmity (a partially ver dar) a well a a hadowy
pa t, but ri e to h roic d ds noneth 1 . Thi i in
contra t to tratcm y r' " 1 an-cut, br ad- h uld r d
lad ."

Irani ally, Patt n pr d di app intm nt that he
had nd d up clling th e book to a 0- all d "cheap"

publi h r:
"However, 1 wa hooting to low and wasting my

ammunition; I hould hav harkened to D dd, M ad
and ompany - or earlier, to D. Appl ton and m­
pany."21

So that' a look at ilb rt Patt n' hard-cov r juve­
nil in hi writing world beyond the M rriwell . Even
counting the 28 M rriwells and th other derivation
from dime novel torie, only 76 titles reached hard
cover. f the 76, f wer than 20 wer conceived from the
tart a hard-co er boy , books. Although that may
ompri a nice literary output for mo t writ r , it i but

a tiny fraction of what Merriwell wrote. Th King of th
Dime oveli t , who di d in 1945, nev r made the
honor roll of America's literary elite.

Tho r maining among his million of r ad r w uld
beg to diff r.

OTES
1. William ilbert Patten (1866-1945) left th manu­

cript to a heretofore unknown and unfini h d aut bi-
ography at the time of hi death. The mat rial had b n
tored in the ba ment of hi daughter-in-law' hom in
alifomia. Hollywood producer Tony London di cov­
r d th manu cript in 1959 while arching through th

Patten mat rial at the r qu t of Mr . Harvan Barr
Patten. With the upport of the Patt n family, L ndon
set in motion th publication of the autobiography by the
Univ r ity of klahoma Pre in 1964 under the titl
Frank Merriw 11' "Father." Thi bo kith ource for
mueh of thi article with p eifie page ref r n Ii t d
below.

2. Patten, ilbert. "Frank M rriwell' 'Father.'"
orman, Okla., Univer ity of Oklahoma Pr , p. ix.

3. Ibid.
(COlli ill tied 011 Page 1 )



Page 18 NEWSBOY September-October 1994

Gilbert Patten: A look
beyond the Merriwells
(Contilllled from Pa e 11)

4. Patt n, p. it., p. 175.
5. LeBlanc, Edward T., ditor. treet & Smith Dime

ovel Bibliography, Part II: The Merriwell . Fall Riv r,
a ., 1 0 ( elf-publi h d), p. &S-ll-IO.
6. L Blan. p. it., pp. 5&5-11-96 through 5&5-II­

100.
7. Blanc, p. it., pp. &5-11-101 through 5&5-Il-

113.
. L Blanc, p. it., pp. & -II-124 through 5& -II­

I 5.
. L Blanc, p. it., pp. & -ll-145 through &S-II­

14 .
10. Patt n, p. it., p. 325. Thi li t i credited a fir t

app aring in Dime ovel Round-Up in March 1945 in
an articl by Da id . dam." ordon Braddock," a
kn .. n p ud nym, i not Ii t d; in t ad i li ted "Burt
R. Bradd k."

11. Patt n, p. it., p. 191.
12. Ibid.
1 . Patt n, p. it., p. 192.
14. Pa tt n, p. it., p. 194.
15. Patten, p. it., p. 197.
1 . Patten, p. it., p. 19 .
17. Patt n, p. it., p. 1 9.
1 . R ynold , Qu ntin."Th Fiction Factory: From

Pulp R w t uality tr t." w York, Random Hou ,
1965. p. 165.

1 . Patt n, p. it., p. 251.
20. Patt n, p. it, p. 2 2.
21. Patt n, p. it., p. 251.

Gilbert Patten's hard-cover books
1900-1928

Single titles
The Deadwood Trail D. Appleton, 1904
Bill Bruce of Harvard Dodd, Mead, 1910

Rockspur Athletic Series
The Rockspur Nine Street & Smith, 1900
The Rockspur Eleven Street & Smith, 1900
The Rockspur Rivals Street & Smith, 1901

Boys' Own Library
The Boy from the West... Street & Smith, 1899 (1902)
The Boy Cattle King Street & Smith, 1899 (1902)
Don Kirk's Mine Street & Smith, 1899 (1902)
Jud and Joe Street & Smith, 1899 (1902)

The elif Stirling Series, published by David McKay,
reprinted stories originally written under the "Julian
St. Dare" pseudonym for Top Notch Magazine.

The Boy Boomers Street & Smith, 1899 (1902)
The Deadwood Trail David McKay, 1906 (1906)

The Frank Merriwell Series (by "Burt L. Standish")
Frank Merriwell's School Days Street & Smith, 1901 (1902)
Frank Merriwell's Chums Street & Smith, 1902 (1902)
Frank Merriwell's Foes Street & Smith, 1902 (1902)
Frank Merriwell's Trip West Street & Smith, 1902 (1902)
Frank Merriwell Down South Street & Smith, 1903 (1903)
Frank Merriwell's Bravery Street & Smith, 1903 (1903)
Frank Merriwell's Races Street & Smith, 1903 (1903)
Frank Merriwell's Hunting Tour Street & Smith, 1903 (1903)
Frank Merriwell at Yale Street & Smith, 1903 (1903)
Frank Merriwell's Sports Afield Street & Smith, 1903 (1903)
Frank Merriwell's Courage Street & Smith, 1903 (1903)
Frank Merriwell's Daring Street & Smith, 1903 (1903)
Frank Merriwell's Skill Street & Smith, 1903 (1903)
Frank Merriwell's Champions Street & Smith, 1904 (1904)
Frank Merriwell's Return to Yale. Street & Smith, 1904 (1904)
Frank Merriwell's Secret Street & Smith, 1904 (1904)
Frank Merriwell's Loyalty Street & Smith, 1904 (1904)
Frank Merriwell's Reward Street & Smith, 1900 (1906)
Frank Merriwell's Faith Street & Smith, 1900 (1906)
Frank Merriwell's Victories Street & Smith, 1900 (1907)
Frank Merriwell's Power Street & Smith, 1900 (1907)
Frank Merriwell's Set-Back Street & Smith, 1901 (1907)
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Frank Merriwell's False Friend Street & Smith, 1901 (1907)
Frank Merriwell's Brother Street & Smith, 1901 (1907)
Frank Merriwell in Camp Street & Smith, 1904 (1908)
Frank Merriwell's Vacation Street & Smith, 1898 (1908)
Frank Merriwell's Cruise Street & Smith, 1898 (1908)
Frank Merriwell's Lads Street & Smith, 1911 (1915)

The College Life Series
Boltwood of yale Barse & Hopkins, 1914
The College Rebel Barse & Hopkins, 1914
On College Battlefields Barse & Hopkins, 1917
The Call of the Varsity Barse & Hopkins, 1920
Sons of Old Eli Barse & Hopkins, 1923
Ben Oakman, Stroke Barse & Hopkins, 1925

The Big League Series (by "Burt L. Standish")
Lefty 0' the Bush Barse & Hopkins, 1914
Lefty 0' the Big League Barse & Hopkins, 1914
Lefty 0' the Blue Stockings Barse & Hopkins, 1914
Lefty 0' the Training Camp Barse & Hopkins, 1914
Brick King, Backstop Barse & Hopkins, 1914
The Making of a Big Leaguer Barse & Hopkins, 1915
Courtney of the Center Garden Barse & Hopkins, 1915
Covering the Look-in Corner Barse & Hopkins, 1915
Lefty Locke, Pitcher-Manager Barse & Hopkins, 1916
Guarding the Keystone Sack Barse & Hopkins, 1917
The Man on First Barse & Hopkins, 1920
Lego Lamb, Southpaw Barse & Hopkins, 1923
The Grip of the Game Barse & Hopkins, 1924
Lefty Locke, Owner Barse & Hopkins, 1925
Lefty Locke Wins Out... Barse & Hopkins, 1926
Crossed Signals Barse & Co., 1928

The Clif Stirling Series
Clif Stirling, Captain of the Nine David McKay, 1910
Clif Stirling, Behind the Line David McKay, 1911
Clif Stirling, Stroke of the Crew David McKay, 1912
Clif Stirling, Freshman at Stormbridge David McKay, 1913
Clif Stirling, Sophomore at Stormbridge David McKay, 1916

Rex Kingdon Series (by "Gordon Braddock")
Rex Kingdon at Ridgewood High Hurst, 1914
Rex Kingdon in the North Woods Hurst, 1914
Rex Kingdon at Walcott Hall Hurst, 1915
Rex Kingdon Behind the Bat Hurst, 1916
Rex Kingdon on Storm Island Hurst, 1917

The Oakdale Series (by "Morgan Scott")
Ben Stone at Oakdale Hurst, 1911
Boys of Oakdale Academy Hurst, 1911
Rival Pitchers of Oakdale Hurst, 1911
Oakdale Boys in Camp Hurst, 1912
The Great Oakdale Mystery Hurst, 1912
The New Boys at Oakdale Hurst, 1913

Notes on book listings
1. Boys' Own Library. Thi publi her' ri wa

launched by tr t & mith in 1902 a a mean of r printin
in hard-cover many of the stori and erials to which it
own d the right and had appeared in uch p riodical a
Good ew. Authors included Alger, Elli , Rathb rn ,

tratemeyer, tis and Lounsb rry. In 1904, th Boy' Own
Library wa I a ed to F deral Book Co., and in 1906 th
right w r old to David McKay, which added and d ltd
titl from the &S Ii ting .

Th earli t adverti ement for th & Bo ' Own
Library show 7 titles, soon increa ed to 100 and finally to
135. During the McKay period, adverti em nt var a to
the number of titles listed, peaking at 156.

By looking at the ad , it appear that thr Patten rials
from Good ews, "The Boy Boomers," "The B y attle
King" and "The Boy from the W t," wer includ d b

treet & mith in the Boy' Own Library early on; two mor
Patten erial from Good ew, "Don Kirk' Min" and
"Jud and Jo ," wer added oon ther aft r. Lat r, "The
D adwood Trail," originally published by D. Appl ton &

o. in 1904, joined the Ii t. All ix of th book have
uniform brown-cloth illu trated binding with gold pine
I ttering. Th 1 99 dates Ii ted for the fir t fi e titl ar th
Medal Library copyrights; they prec de th period (year
in par nthe ) when the books app ar d in hard-cover.

2. The Frank Merriwell Serie . Although only the first
i title actually appear d in tr t & mith and F d ral

hard-cover, the title added by McKay al 0 carry &
copyright, which are out of sequ nce with th adv rtised
listing which i followed on Page 1 . Th Y ars shown in
par nthe e ar the y ar in which th b ok appear d in
hard-cover editions by treet & mith and McKay.

3. The ollege Life erie. The Bars & Hopkin bind­
ing include large (8 1/ x 5 3/8) blue cloth with gold
lettering (fir t printing) and navy blue cloth with whit
lettering for the first two title, all with fr nti pi c and
int mal illu tration ; and for all i titl , m dium (77/
51/4) olive-gr n cloth with black lettering (with int mal ),
and tandard- iz (7 5/ 5 1/ ) blu cloth, int mal
eliminated. Th latter format wa al 0 u d for the Bar e &

o. r prints.
4. The Big League Series. The first- dition format for the

fir t 11 title i large ( 1/8 53/8) dark oli gr n ribb d
cloth with black lettering and having a fronti pi and
int mal illu tration . The fir t 11 titl w r reprint d in
medium (7 7/ x 5 1/4) brown cloth and retained th
internals. ub equent printing by B&H wer tandard
iz (7 5/ 5 1/ ) slate-blue, brown or light gray, with

internal illu tration liminat d. The Bar e & o. r print
wer also in th light-gray binding, u ually in a p bbled
fini h.

5. The Clif Stirling erie. Th fir t four titl
appeared with gold pine lettering whil " lif tirling,

phomor at tormbridge," only appear in cr am-c I r d
pin lettering, as ar r prints of the first four title. Thi titl

al 0 r p at th cover and pine illustration (a ba ball
player) used for the first title.



Page 20 NEWSBOY September-October 1994

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
o ar Bill:

Brad ha mad m awar that th re was some talk last
ay about th po ibility of holding an Algerconvention in

th R no/ r on ity, ada ar a in 1996 or later. I told
him, and later, Rob Ka per, that I would be most willing to
ho t a onv ntion here, but that all member hould b
awar of the plu e and minu of holding it here.

The pluse - Ideal weather in early May. This is a
touri t and convention-ori nted area with low room rate
and low food costs. Ther is much to s e and do within an
hour' drive, ranging from hi toric Virginia City to the truly
b autiful Lake Taho . Donner Pass and California's mother
lod country are not much more distant. San Francisco and
Yo mit ational Park are do enough for a full day's
trip. For tho so indin d, the ca ino are always ready to
mak you comfortable while you h lp"make evadagr en."
A final plu is that the memb r who live in the western half
of th country ar mor apt to come to a meeting her .

The minu es - It' a long way from there to here for

mo t Alger people and, d pending on the mood of the
airline atthetime,itcanbeco tly. otethat ewYork ity
to Oklahoma City i about 1,500 mile; Oklahoma City to
Reno i another 1,570 mil .There are literally noAlger (and
almo t no collectible juv nile) books in northern evada.
San Francisco is the do st po ibility and what few that are
available are very expen ive. M mb rs hould not come
here thinking they will find books. It i problematic whether
we could expect many outside dealer and/or coli ctors (if
there ar any) to become involved in the book sal .

I hope that we could get some indication from the
Newsboy readers on whether they would come to a conven­
tion in the Reno/Carson City area. That information would
b useful to have in hand b fore a decision is to b made on
whether or not to hold it here. I'd be interested in receiving
comments directly and hearing the comment you glean
from your contacts.

Sincerely,
Rolfe B. Chase (PF-602)
4731 Fox Cr k Road
Car on City V 89703 (702) 885-6812

Horatio Alger Books
Puhlished "by M.A. Donohue & Co.

~~f
,4~ The latest in Brad ha 's acclaimed

ri s on Horatio 1ger Jr. s publisher .

by radford hast' ( F-412)
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*The ideal guide for the collector to use in identifying
Donohue Alger formats.

*113 pages; paperback, publishedApril 1994. It iden­
tifies and describes 35 different Donohue Alger
formats in detail, including when published, titles
produced or found to date, descriptions and draw­
ings ofall cover forma ts plus backgroundon Michael
A. Donohue, his family and businesses.

*Has a flip index to easily locate cover formats.

*Get one of only 100 copies which are signed, num­
bered and contain a special erratum slip patterned
after the one in Alger's "From Canal Boy to Presi­
dent." Only 60 remain; when these are gone, un­
signed copies without the erratum slip will be sent.

Price: $12.95 (plus postage)

Package deal!
Buy this book along with Mr. Chase's 1983 book (in

similar paperback format), "Horatio Alger Books Pub­
lished by A.L. Burt," and pay only $20 (plus postage).

Postage is $1.00 for either a single book or the
double set. Connecticut residents add 6.5 percent
sales tax (84 cents for one book, $1.30 for two books).

Send your order to:

Bradford S. Chase
6 Sandpiper Road
Enfield, CT 06082


