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HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY

Presiaent's co{umn To further the philosophy ofHoratio Alger, Jr. and to encourage
the spirit ofStrive and Succeed that for haifa centuryguided Alger's
undaunted heroes - lads wllo e stmggles epitomized the great
American dream and flamed Irero ideals in countless millions of
young Americans.

OFFICERS

Newsboy. th offiCial n w letter of th Horatio Alger
Society. is published bl-monthly ( Ix Issue p I' year). Mem
bership fee for any 12-month period I $20. with In I Issues
of Newsboy co ting $3.00. Please make all I' miUance pay
able to the Horatio Alg rSo iety. Member hip applications.
renewals. change of addr and other corr pondence
should be ent to Executive S cretary Robert E. Ka per. 585
E. Sl. Andrew Drive. Media. PA 19063.

Newsboyi indexed in the Modem Langu eAs ociation'
Int mational Bibliography.

BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY B.A.S.
-HoratioAlger. Jr.. A Camp" hensioeBibliography. by Bob Bennett

(PF-265).
-HoratioAlger or. The American Hero Era. by Ralph D. Gardner

(PF-053).
-The FU:tional Republic: Horatio Alger and American Political

Discourse. by Carol NackenoLT (pF-921).
-Publication Formals oj the 59 Stories by Horatio Alger. Jr. as

Reprinted by theJohn C. Wtnston Co.. by Bob Sawyer (PF-455)
and Jim Thorp (PF-574).

-Horatio Alg r Books Published by A.L. Burt. by Br dford S.
Cha (pF-412).

-Horatio Alger Books Published by M.A. Donohue & Co.• by
Bradford S. Cha e (PF-412).

-Horatio Alger Books Publish d by Whitman Publishing Co.• by
Bradford S. Cha e (PF-412).

-The Lost UJe ojHoratio Alg r, Jr.. by Gary Scharnhorst with
Jack Bal (PF-258).
Newsboy ad rate : Full page. 2.00: on -half p . 17.00: one-

quart r pag. .00: per olumn Inch (lin h d P by approx. 3 1/21nch
wid I. 2.00. Send ads. with h k P yabl to IloraUo N er Sod ty. to
Robert E. Kasper. 585 E. St. Andre Dr. M dia. PA 19063. The above
rat apply to all want ads. along with ads olt ring nonNg r boo for
ale. Ilow ver. It IS the policy of th HoraUo N r Socl ty to promote th

change of J\lger book and related Alger matertal by provtdlng space
free of charge to ollr m mbcr for th lale only of uch matertal. Send
uch ad or "LeU r to th Editor" to Newsboy editor William R. Gowen

(PF-7061 at 923 South Lake St.. Apt. . Mundelein. IL 00 O.

Your n w memb r hip ro ter should be nclo d
with this is ue of ewsboy. Thanks to Bill Gowen's hard
work, th 1995 ro t r is being published at a fraction of
th former co t. Al 0, ince all member are now listed
in th e utiv ecretary' comput r, it will be much
ea ier to keep the name and addre es up to date.

A an added bonu ,thi computerization will allow
n updated r ter to b publi hed and di tributed each
umm r, in t ad of onc every thr year a in th

r cent pa t.
B au of the new boy th m pr nt in 0 many of

Horatio Iger' books, it i worth mentioning the 100
y ar anniv r ary of the country' olde t public n w boy
tatu , b ing cel brated thi month in Great Barrington,

Ma . If you'r in th ar a, top by. 0 tail on the ev nt
ar on Page 3.

L king for a book and can't find it? Try the on-lin
rvice . I had b en trying to find a copy of Le lie

McFarlane' Gllo t of the Hardy Boy for everal year .
Twic ,I had an wered an ad which offered this title, but
both tim it had air ady b n old. Last month, I po ted
a m sage on Compu rve a king for this work. Within
4 hour, I had a reply from meone who had th book
for ale. I ent my ch ck and thre day later I had the
b ok.

U ing the Intern t d es have limitations, of cour :
no on ha y tan wer d by inquiry for Timothy Cmmp's
Ward!

W 11, in a moment of dem ntia, 1have rented a pace
in an antique mall which is b ing constructed about 20
minute out ideof maha.Th b tthinglcan ayinmy
d f n is that it em d lik a good idea at the time. I
rememb r di tinctly aying to myself, "Well, here's
om thing I njoy that I can do on the weekend in th

winter. The rent i n't high and the mall owners will
handI all al , tax r porting and payment. I'll ju t put
orne books out." 1did everything but ing "Th e are a

F w of My Favorit Thing."
The next thing I remember is clearly aying, and not

ju t to my elf, is "Wait a minute, you want me to a ign
a parate inventory numb r to each book?!" By ct. 1
I will have had the bookca in plac , somehow fill d
th m, inventori d the books for ale and mayb ven
I am d to walk and ch w gum at the arne tim . Thi
may b trickier than 1had thought. Too bad there i n't
An Alg r book titl d The Middle-A ed Antique Mall Booth

(Continued on Page 14)
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Th cer mony will al 0 include a balloon launch and
th dedication of a bronze plaqu listing contributors to
th ew boy Statue Re toration Campaign conducted
under the au pice of the w England As ociation of
Circulation Executive. In 1992 that organization joined
local hi torians in compl ting an xt n ive re toration of
th tatue and it two fountains, which have now been
brought back to their original condition. Also, consider
abl improv ment wer made to the urrounding park.

A hi tory of "The ewsboy"
How did 01. William L e Brown (1840-1906) come

to build thi unique tatue?
Brown, who erved in the 8 th and 125th Volunteer

Regim nt in Ohio during th ivil War, went to Mon
tana after the war, where he made hi fortune in mining.
H returned to Ohio in order to am a law degr and

(Contil1ued 011 Page 8)

"The Newsboy" has been keeping a constant vigil
over Great Barrington, Massachusetts since 1895.

Photo counesy of Barrie J. Hughes (PF~17)

by William R. Gowen (PF-706)

Th ew ngland A ociation of irculation E ecu-
tive i planning a 100th Anniv r ary cel bration in
honor of the world-famou w boy tatue in r at
Barrington, Ma . on Saturday, ct. 14.

The bronze tatue and fountain, the old st of its kind
in th Unit d tat , it fac treak d with the t ar of
time, ha maintained his vigil in a mall park on Route
23 ju t w t of downtown r at Barrington for 100
year. It urvived the d va tating May 1995 tornado
which w pt through r at Barrington, de troying the
Barrington fairground on U.S. Route 7 and cau ing
million of dollars of damag to home and bu in

obody ha ever been able to find out the name of the
boy who model d for th tatu a c ntury ago, but hi
lifelik imag ha captur d the imagination and heart
of p opl th world 0 er wh hay i it d this hi toric
ite.

Th tatu wa creat d by r p ct d ulptor Da id
Richard and pre ent d to the Town of reat Barrington
in 1895 by olon I William L e Brown as a tribute to
hard-working new boy ev rywh r . During the late
1800, 01. Brown wa part-own rand bu ine s man
ager for the fir t New York Daily ews (no relation to
today' tabloid). H al 0 s rv d a a tat enator from

w York' 5th Di trict b for retiring in Great
Barrington. Brown b gan hi publi hing car r a one of
th fir t owner of an hio paper, The Youngstown
Vindicator.

eremonie on ct. 14 (rain or hin ) will begin with
a parad at 11 a.m. and nd up at the ew boy Park,
locat don Rt. 23 at Silv r tre t. The rna t r of ceremo
ni will b David M. Jam on, circulation director of
th Brockton, Ma . Enterpri e and pr ident of the

ew England A ociation of irculation Ex cuti
Participant in the cer mony will include national,

tate and I al official. overnor William F. Weld of
Ma achu tt and org E. Pataki of ew York have
b en invited to attend and bring gr ting.

In addition, many carri r , both boy and girl, along
with m n and women r pre enting n w paper from
throughout w England and w Y rk, ar xpect d
to attend, a well a "newsboy "of ye t ry ar, who will
b invit d to participate in th parad . Th cer mony i
exp ct d to attract v ral hundr d nthu ia t from
near and far. .

The centennial of 'The Newsboy'
Oldest surviving statue is
celebrating its 1DOth this fall
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P,aitor's noteooof(

Your official 1995 Horatio Alger ociety ro ter is
nclo d. Although the planning and e ecution of thi

proj ct t ok longer than anticipated, I feel the r ult wa
worth th ffort.

Although we hay triven to make it complet Iy
ac urat , an occa ional rror i bound to oc ur; in fact,
we have aIr ady caught one tran po d telephone num
b r. If y u find anything inaccurat in your addre ,
w 'Uli t th correction in the ne t i ue of ew boy in
the "M mb r hip" tion.

That bring up a r lat d subject. We ju t got a note
fr m I ngtim m mb r Ann Sharrard (PF-325), I tting
u kn w that a of ct ber 1 h r addre wa changing
from Mi higan to Florida." orry to complicat matt r ,
but w hay two addr ," Ann note.

Thi i an increa mgly common tradition (a ummer
hom in the north and winter r idence in Florida or
Arizona). 0, we've d cided to Ii t your emiannual
chang of addr in ewsboy upon notification, but
k p your p rmanent addre (u ually the one in a
northern tate) in our main databa e. This will allow
fellow m mbers to corre pond with you but at the arne
tim maintain th integrity of our main memb r hip Ii t
(and it u in the official ro ter).

I will try to t up a hort "tickler" list of winter
r idenc in ord r to mail you ewsboy on schedule.
If I overlook omeon, hopefully the po t offic will
forward your mail.

After talking thi ituation over with the E ecutive
r tary, we decided that we can't play "tango" with

ur main addr databa (from which our mailing
lab I ar print d). Your main addr i the on we'll
u until you mak a p rmanent change of r idence.
But I'll try to mail ewsboy directly to your warm
w ath r addre . Hop fully, thi will work out to
everyon' atisfaction.

On the book-collecting scene ...
Bart yb rg' letter to the editor on Page 15 outline

hi r nt discovery of two previou Iy unknown rie.
Th re pectiv author are Henry Gardner Hunting and
Ell ry H. Clark. Ju t by coincidenc ,Ia t month I found
a opy of Witter Whitehead' Own Story, and th co r
and titl pag are r produc d at th right. I a urn d thi
wa a mgl title until Bart's di covery that it doe
ind d hav a qu 1.

Thi i another example of high-quality boys books
produc d by publi her bett r known for th ir non

(Continued on Page 16)

WITTER WHITEHEAD'S

OWN STORY

ABOUT A LUCKY SPLASH OF WHITE

WASH, SOME STOLEN SILV R, A 0

A HOUSE THAT WASN'T VACANT

BY

HE RY GARD ER HU TI G

WITH ILLUSTRATIONS BY

H. S. DELAY

NEW YORK

HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY

1909
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'Striving to Succeed in Stratford'
A J96 H.A.S. convention update

by Ivan McClymont (PF-722)

W have now com up with a g neral outline for the
19 6 nv nti nattheQu n' Innin tratford,Ontario.
The agenda will have orne open pot to accommodate
any tra book auctions.

We hav obtained written confirmation of arrange-
ment with th Inn and I have b n mo t impr d by
the helpful attitude of Innkeep r Larry McLean and hi
tafl. A 1m ntion d in my previou I tt r, the rate for

all r om , including som uit suitable for couple
with hildr n, will b $55, anadian. This would b
ab ut $42 U.S. at the pre ent exchange rate. (If you
r r your r om by major cr dit card, the exchang
rate will b computed automatically when you receive
your bill).

on ratulation to B mie and Marcy Biberdorf, who
wer th fir t to book a ro m at the Inn. Dick and Jackie
Pop r port d a good meal ther wh nth y topped at
the Inn on their way to Varna in June for an overnight

i it with u .
Whil th Qu en' Inn i equipp d with an elevator,

th re ar a few room at th end of the hall acce sed by
v ral tep, 0 anyone with a handicap hould a k for

a r om nth I 1.
Th r ha b nome conc rn xpre d by memb r

A man of the 'century'
Longtime H.A. . member and frequ nt ewsboy

contributor J hn T. Dizer (PF-511) of Utica, .Y. ha
b en a bicycl rider all hi life, and one of his major
avocation along with bo k colI cting and re arch i
the r toration of antiqu bicycl .

A m mb r f The Wh lmen of America, Diz r
realiz d a 1 ngtime goal on July 14 when completed a
"century" rid - 100 mil - on hi re tored 1 3

olumbia high-whe ler during a m ling of the Michi
gan chapter of The Wh 1m n on hi toric Mackinac
I land. The one-day f at took from dawn to du k.

And in tru Alg r-h ro fa hion, Diz r, 73, compl ted
th rid d pite a kn injury, th r idual effect of a fall
a f w y ar ago. He had arthro copic cartilage urgery
la t month to corr ct the problem.

In b tw n his r earch for articl for ewsboy,
Dime ovel Round-Up and oth r publication, Dizer
al 0 find tim to r tor Triumph port car and
antiqu organ a weB as to visit hi fiv grown children
and th ir f mili , who live uch far-flung place a
Virginia, Te a , Ohio, Indiana and Mione ota.

r garding taking books acro the border. W ha e
att nd d even convention and ha e always had v
ral hundr d books going both way without any prob

1m. Member who have taken a hort cut through
ntario to or from oth r conventions al 0 r port no

problem. One word of warning: Leave your guns at
home. anadian cu toms ar very trict about hand
gun and you will not be allowed to bring one in.

W plan to have the ho pitality room open mo t of
the time from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. with coff e, cold drinks
and nacks. The exc plion will be Friday afternoon and

vening when the action moves to Varna. The ho pital
ity room will open at 2 p.m. on Thur day and clo e at
n non unday.

B cau of the stair at our Varna church, the old
fa hioned roast beef upper which Marg and I are
ho ting will b held at the Brucefield United Church,
four mil ea t of Varna. We ar arranging for orne local
nt rtainment and if there i to b a trive and Succeed
cholar hip pr ntation, it would be done at thi tim .

At th aturday night banqu t at th Queen' Inn,
th r will be a choice of ntree - b f or chicken 
which we will n ed to know in ad ance. The Sunday
morning breakfast will b a full Canadian breakfa 1. All
other meal are on your own.

W hop to hav a t ntative ag nda put tog ther
ornetime oon for publication in Newsboy.
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FA14.QUS STAND.~ JUVENILE LIBRARIES.
(Any Volume Solci Separately at S1.25 per Volume.)

Each Volume Illustrated.

ELLIS.
o noot -erie8. By EDW.utO S. EL:"!S. .3 ~o!s .. IJmo. Clolb ....•.•... $3 is

HUDte:rs of the Ourl.:... (amp 10 Ibe: ~toUDt.aIOS. The Lut Wu Trail.

Log ablD - ries. B.y EDWA.RD S. ELL!S. .3 ,"015.. nmo. Cloth •.••••. -' 3 ~
Loet Tr&11. CAmp Pire aDd Wigwam. FootprlDts U1 ~e Forest.

Boy Pioneer ~riell. By EDWAIl::l 5 E:"L:5. .3 ,"ols.. I7mo. Cloth. .!.... 3 ~
Ned 10 tbe Block House.. Nee 10 the: Woods. Ned 011 the Rl~r.

Wyomiog eries. By E::lw D ::. £L:"IS . .3 ,"015., 1:00.•Cloth ... _ .•.• . . .• :5 ~

Wyc.>mIDl;. StOr.::l :.to\;DU~ Cabin io the C1ean::g.

Wildwood IJbru.ry. By £:>~'AI:O 5 £:":":5. .3 ,"015., IJmo. Cloth... •. . •. 3,1.5
Through Fores aoc Fi~. 00 the: T=-all of lbe: :\100_e. ~ Texa•.

Fore t aod Prairie erie!!. By Eow"Ro S. ELLIS. 3 vols .. nmo. C19t11. ',' '.3'73
The Great uttle: Tnt!. The Path l:l l.b Ravine. The'lodtti ItAncller.

~ d wah 'Uenee. Bi' E:>wun S. E:"':":5 1200. Cloth ... '.. . .' l-:lS
A :ra e of the F~ooUe:r.

Phantom of th Rlt'er. By F.!>'V'a.1tD S. ELU5. 1=0. Cloth. . t. 'J3.

,STEPHEr 5,. TRq~RIDGE and KING.
CamplDg Out eri . By Co A. :ITEPBE:~S. 6 .-ols.• UDto. T.~

Campiog Out. Off'to the: ~yscr.. (c'Q:ll}Ilmting.
Left 00; Labrador. Lynx HUDt~g. ~ 4..maz.on.

Jaek HlUard eries. By]. T. Tll.OWllIll':NE. 6 vola., 1=0. C1ot~ .,'$1>
]aC:k Haurd and His Fortuoes. 'Doiag Hia Ben: TbeYo~Jkl~or.
A. Chance: for Wmaclf. . Put PnCldJI. La~ • A<1~tures.

Under the IUd Flab. By EDW.\RD E~. ~=o. Cloth. ~~

BooKS FOR GmLS.
E:llnor Belden. or The Step-BJ·othera.. Bt LUcy c.. Lu.UE. r2'ZD9, ~ t~

'rhe Honest Endea'f'or Series. By L't;cvC. Lu.I.IlL 3 vols.• I2mO .Abth 1~

The: Family Dilemma. Albon'S AdTCltu.re5. Jt.11th.~.Way

iw.ubrook IJbrary.· By Lccy C Lniu.. "vot.., 1=0; Ooth. ~
Heleo Gleon. The Squire!' D.l1~.
Eather's Fortuoe. B.or Ro_uQt"'a:~ .

Ways and Means Library. By MAItGAStET V4..'l'DEGll.1P'T•.4.ua ~ C1oth, ~·OO

. Queen's Body Guard. ·R.oee R.aym01lci1.~
.Dom aod Theodora. Way' and MeaD'"

Storie. Cor Guu. 3 vols., 1%t:10. Cloth. . . . "
Dr. Gilbert'. Daughters, Marion Berkley, 1!&rtJrdl"'~

BY KARGARET MATHEWS. llT L=!E JJ COaa1"lS. ~~...coKDl$.

HENRy T. eOATES & CO., Pub~
PIUADELPHIA.

The Henry T. Coates advertisement on the back cover of the dust jacket for The Young Salesman lists
numerous boys' and girls' books, but no Algers, which is logical because it is the earliest of the three
titles examined in this article. Dust jacket from the collectIOn of Hank Gravbelle
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Alger
dust
jackets

-Part III

The dust jacket for The Young Salesman has the
same basic design on light tan paper. This book and
d1j is in the collection of Hank Gravbelle (PF-584).

Dust-jacketed editions of Horatio Alger's A Boy's Fortune and Rupert's
Ambition, from the collection of the author of this article.

by Irving Leif (PF-395)

In two pr viou articl , w hay n xamples of
po t-1900 Alg r du t jack t on both first and later
ditions. In particular, w know of two po t-1900 Alg r

fir t with jackets. Thi article will d cribe pre-1900
du t jack t on fir t dition .

We cho 1900 b cau e there doe eem to be a
diff r nc . P t-1900 du t jack tare mor common and
mor lik ly to how up. It would eem that we will find
mor in th Y ar ah ad. Pr -1900 du t jack t were
unknown until r c nt y ar . All the du t jacketed fir ts
I will d rib in this arti I wer acquired in the early
to mid-1980. one ha turn d up ince that time. It
c uld v ry well b that w will nev r learn of th
exi tence of any other pr -1900 du t jacketed fir t
again.

We now know of thr pre-1900 Alg r fir t in du t
jacket . Two ar in my coll dion and one is in the
coll ction ofanoth r H.A. . m mber. Th re hay alway
b n rumor of anoth r one (but a duplicate of one that
will b drib d here), but I have not b n able to verify
wh th r it actually exi t .

The thr fir t ar The Young Sale man, A Boy's
Fortune and Rupert' Ambition. All three wer published
by Henry T. ate and all ar from th arne point in
time. We can a um from thi that oth r fir t pub
li hed by at from that p riod al had du t jack t .
The include Frank Hunter' Peril, Frank and Fearle ,
Walter Sherwood's Probation, The Young Bank Me senger
and Jed, the Poorhou e Boy. Two other Henry T. Coat

(Continued 0/1 Pa e 8)
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Alger dust jackets - Part III
(Continued from Page 7)

fir t publi hed hortly after 1900 al 0 were probably
i u d in jackets (Lester's Luck and Andy Grant's Pluck).

A you can from th photographs, th thr e
jacket ar very similar. They are all light tan. All three
have the arne pin and front cover de ign cept for
the additional wording at the top of A Boy's Fortlllle. Th
in ide flaps on all thr e are blank.

The major differ nc is the book li tings on th back
o er. The Young Salesman ha adverti em nt for many

The centennial of 'The Newsboy'
COlltinued from Pa e 3)

T t involv d in the new paper bu in wh n h b ught
The Vindicator in 1875. A taunch 0 mocrat, he made
th n w pap r an influ ntial voic f th party and
tum d The Vindicator around fin n ially.

Tw y ar after g tting marn d, h old The indi
cator and mov d with 111 wif H nrietta and ung
family t w York, wh r h b arne bu in manag r
of the original Daily ews, in 1 82 becoming part

wn r of th pap r.
o eply in olved in politic for many year, Brown

finally r ach d 1 ct d office, b coming ew York' 5th
District tate enator in 1 9 and er ing two t rm in
Albany. He fell hort in a bid for th U.S. Hou e of
Repr ntative when h 10 t a 14th Di trict Congr -
ional I cti n in 1893.

Col. Brown alway njoyed getting away from the
city,anditwa inth we t mB rkshir thath d cid d
to r tire and build a monument to the new boys who
had played uch a pr minent rol in the growth of hi
and oth r ew York ity new paper. He formed a
committ ,consi ting of W.E. Tefft, D.W. Morrison and
Dr.Samu I Camp, to plan the tatu and culptor David
Richard of Utica, .Y.and ewYorkCity,wasawarded
a commi ion to cr ate it.

Richard already had to his cr dit uch well-known
public culpture a " onfederate Soldier" at Savannah,

a.; "Th Patriot" in Augusta, Main and" olumbia
Triumphant" in Lowell, Mass.

"Th w boy" was one of Richards' final commi -
ion; he died two year following it dedication.

Th ba eofthe tatuewascreat dinGreatBarrington
by M. Lux Monum nt Works and i made of blue
dolomit ,which i native to the B rkshire . The rtical
column i made of poli h d Quincy granite.

"Th wsboy" culpture it elf was ca t by the
Mauric J. Power Foundry in ew York, and i 0 igned
at it ba : Founded by Maurice f. Power.

Th fountain are uniqu . Th low r of two ba ins is

books, but no Alg r . Thi is logical inc it i the earliest
of the thr e.

The oth r two books contain Ii ting of Algers, but,
logically, only The Young Salesman in thi ries. The
listing n th two ar id ntical. The layout of the ads
i id ntical on all thr du t jack t .

How much ar th books worth? It i hard to give
a definitive numb r, but I can mak an timate. Based
on off r I have had from deal rand oth r collectors,
would timat th alue f each of the books as at
least $1,500 but pr bably mor . How ver, I for one am
not elling.

This illustration from a post card mailed on Dec. 4,
1906 shows the Great Barrington Newsboy statue as
it appeared 11 years after it was erected.

fed by wat r emanating from the mouth of an angry cat
with ar h d back. The large upper ba in, d igned to
provide water for hor es, i fed by a tream from the
mouth f a lion.

While oth r wsboy tatue wer r cted around
the Unit d Stat during th am p riod, this is the
old t urviving xample. Another extant tatue is in
Lo Angele, having b en built in 1920.

Th reat Barrington wsboy wa d dicated on
ct. 10, 1895, and it wa r d dicat d in 1973 following

a long r toration ffort p arheaded by Barri J. Hughes
(PF-617) of th Wat rtown ( .Y.) Daily Time. Hughes'
per onal ffort wer reward d with th r d dication in
1973 and a 90th Anniv r ary c I brali n n Aug. 10,
19 5, that ignal d the completion of major r toration
work. A time cap ul was plac d in the ba f the statue
a part of th 90th Anniv r ary f tivitie.

For more inf rmation on the ct. 14 nt nnialobser
vanc , contact Dave Jame on, pr id nt of the ew
England A 0 iation of irculation Ex culiv ,at (508)
427-6 40, f FAX him at (508) 5 6-7903.
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TID: .umOW PIEROED TID: THRO-AT 0,. TIJK IION81'&B
Bomb in the Abandont'd City Pace 111

kin and become young again. Thu ,the nake becom
one of the fir t characters in all literature, and a well,
becomes an nemy to all humankind.

For the ancient Hebrews, the snake wa a ymbol of
treachery, guile, deceit, subtlety, arcane wisdom and
evil. Indeed, much of Western culture accepts that
image of the erpent, whil other culture tend to see the
snake a a ymbol of good wi dom, longevity (perhaps
even immortality), fertility, good health and gi e a
mo tly po itive a ociation to the erpent.

Di regarding Freud' ob ervations about human r 
action toward snake which could b , but most prob
ably ar not, germane to a discu ion of juvenile s rie
books, it i probably af to say that f ar of nake is a
kind of Western Jungian archetyp - a ort of inbr d

(Continued Otl Page 10)

I~~"'I...~~

Editor's note: This article was presented as a paper on April 14,
1995 at the 25th annual meeting of ti,e Popular Culture Association
ill Philadelphia, Pa.

by Alan Pickrell (PF-965)

Once th re wa a lovely gard n which wa on loan to
a man and a woman. In the garden wer all manner of
lovely and b autiful thing ,and the lucky couple had an
arrangement with the landlord that they could stay in
the gard n f r v r, which wa going to b a long time,
inc the coupl wa

immortal.
ow, the landlord

had only on rul that
he a ked th couple to
ob rve, and a long a th y obs rv d that ne rule they
had the run of the property. However, in addition to the
man and woman, th r wa a erp nt in th garden. Thi

rpent tempted the couple to br ak the one rule that the
landlord had t out for th m. the propri tor cam by to
check on the property, di cov r d that the one rule had
b nbr kenandwasextr m lyangryatboththecouple
and the erpent. The landlord dismis ed the couple from
the prop rty and on that di rni aI, they 10 t their claim
to immortality. The proprietor al 0 had a few word to
ay to th rp nt:

And the Lord God said unto the womall, What is this
that thou ha t done? And the woman aid, The serpent
beguiled me, and I did eat.

And the Lord God said unto the serpeTlf, Because thou
hast done thi , thou art cursed above all cattle, and above
every beast of the field; upon th ' belly shalt thou go, and
dust shalt thou eat all the da 'S of th life:

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between th seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel. (Gene i 3: 13-15)
And, the Hebrew probably took that image of th

rp nt from th Babylonian pic poem of ilgame h.
After Gilgame h brave the ea of death to learn the
ecret of immortality from Utnapishtim, th Summerian
oah, he dive to the bottom of the ea to pick a plant

that will r juv nate him. The way back to his home lead
aero a larg de ert. vercome by raging thir t, he
drop the plant and plung into the fir t water that he
sees to slake his all-eonsuming thirst. The plant is stolen
by a nake, who, at th fir t ta te of the plant, h d its

"Che se"pent in the ga"den
Malicious reptiles in
juvenile series books
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'rhe serpent in the garden
(Continued from Page 9)

aver ion pa ed down through generations. Admit
t dly that fear em to have kipped over the individu
al , while other have managed to overcome it by heer
will pow r.

For tho who greatly fear nake and who, like
Emily Dickin on, get a feeling of "zero to the bone"
m rely on eeing one, it is probably small comfort to
know that th re are only a few i lands in our world that
are compl tely fr e of nakes. It is less comfort to realize
that nake inhabit v ry ar a of our world, for in
addition to land nake, there are tree snak ,water
nak , a - or alt wat r - nake and ven flying

'nak .
P rhap , for mo t individual, th major terror of

nak li s in th element of urpri in 01 ed. Snake
fr qu ntly look lik omething el e and how up where
th yar n't e p ded (i.., a green tree nake can look like
a ine or gr n branch; a wat r nake can look like a
floating twig or branch; a rattlesnak or copperhead can
look a th ugh it i a part of a log or rock, or a clust r of

dg , or e en a ma of fallen lea e ). Only wh n
tepp d on, or clo to, do the nake reveal them Ive

t triking or el e, oozing away - and that oozing mak
it own ff ton th ner e of an individual.

ow, this om what lengthy introduction brings us
to th crux of our tudy, which i : Do snake purpo ely
and int llig ntly plot and plan to hide th m Ive in
plac fr qu nted by human beings ju t so they can bite
u? r, in th r word, are tho e rpent con ciou ly
attempting t brui our heels before we can brui e their
h ad ?

In many juv nil ries books, the an wer i an
rwh lrning "y ," which d not ncourag an

appr dation of r ptile in mo t children. In point of fact,
th in piration for thi tudy came from r ading th
r print of K nt Win low' very funny article, "Bomba,
th Jungl By," in The Mystery & Adventure eries
Review. A Win low quotes from hapter I of the fir t
bo kin th ri:

Two eyes of which he was not aware were watching
Bomba a he approached a narrow part ofthe rude native
trail he wasfollowing, wicked eye, malignant eye glow
ing with ltmdJires. The eyes were set in the swaying head
of a cooanaradi, the most terrible serpent on earth.!

w,thi i a nakethatknow e actlywhath r he
i ding, and why. Th trat meyer Syndicate' "Roy
Rockw d" churned out 20 of th B mba book that ar
obvi u ly int nd d to rival the Tarzan seri of Edgar
Ric Burr ugh. Whil Tarzan wa r ad by both adult
and childr n, the Strat meyer Syndicate i making an

all-out bid for the population of male juv nile who will
vicariou Iy id ntify with th adv ntur of a young
male, close to their own ag , t in an xotic locale.
Bomba i agile, trong, f arl ,mu cled lik an adult,
handsome, ind p ndent and wise to the ways of the
jungl .

And what give mo t kid the hivers? Snakes! And
Bomba' ad enture are top-heavy with th m. Every
erpent in the jungle (esp dally anaconda, pythons,

boa constrictor, cooanaradi, jaracara ,mamba and
mo t of their aurian cousins) wants to make a meal off
him.

The shuddered as they looked below and saw that
writhing, tangled mass of reptiles, which, in their disap
pointmeru and rage in having them balked of their pre .
had flOW in many cases turned their fangs against each
other. 2

Int re tingly, Bomba i alway de crib d as "prey,"
whether to crocodil ,puma or nake. U ually, we
think of pr y a a ynonym for "food." Surely the
crocodile and puma could d vour Bomba, as could the
anaconda ,python and boa constrictor ,provided they
w re large enough. How ver, th cooanaradi and the
jaracara and other venomou reptiles aren't large
enough to eat him; in fact, th y can't. They can't chew,
o they can't t ar a big chunk out of him and gulp it

down.
They don't con trict, 0 they can't inge t him or any

part of him. Th ir only purpo ,therefore, i the plea-
ure of biting Bomba and ridding the jungl of the little

p t. In th e b oks, the nake have an intellig nce
which I ad th m to delib rat ly attack or ensnare
human being imply b cau th yare human being .
The nake want acce to th garden all alone.

Thi pr mi hold true in th books ab ut Bomba'
African emi-count rpart, Tarzan. While Tarzan has
mor trouble with lion than h d snak, nake do
occa ionally po a threat. Sinc Tarzan conc ive of
him If a , ntially, an animal, and we ee Tarzan
going through a rea oning proc s; and ince he ex
plain th r a oning proc of om of the wild animals
to u , w e a rational proc . Animal, snakes in
cluded, realiz that human b ing are the weaker and
Ie protected p cie and 0 th Y rationally choo e to
hunt u .

Thi i not a comforting thought, friend . A python
hang from a branch 0 r hadowing a jungl path.
Down the path walks a lion and after a while, a rhinoc
ro , and aft r a whil , a z bra, and aft r a while, a

human being. Who i the python waiting for? Why, the
v rod lectabl human being, of cour .

ut in th Am rican W t, the X-Bar-X Boy have
almo t a much trouble with nake a th y do with
ru tl r . In The X-Bar-X Boys at Copperhead Gulch, a
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visitor to the ranch, Hank, tell th tory that hi grand
father told him in Hank' youth.

../ had b en out hunting all day, and got nothing," he
began, "and / was determined that / would spend the night
in the woods and try m luck earl the next morning. / had
just eaten my upp r when a big rabbit da hed iTlto the
open space in froTlt of me, and picking up my gun quickly
/ fired and killed it. After atisfying m 'self that the rabbit
was dead, /la down upon a heap ofpine needles. As / was
tired, / fell iTlto a sound sleep.

..... When / awoke... it wa bright moonlight, one espe
cially bright ray falling directly on the dead rabbit. But it
seemed to me that I saw the rabbit move. / at up very
quietly and rubbed my eyes. Ye , the rabbit was moving
very slowl . toward the woods.

"Then / became aware that the ground around me was
covered with hundreds of moving objects. Thousands of
them, / thought at the time, but there were not as many as
that. Wriggling and crawling and hi sing with their heads
raised, / recognized ar once that the reptiles were copper
heads. And their one objective was thar dead rabbit. "

M grandfath r said that "slowly, very lowl, the
rabbit was being moved toward the woods by the opper
head. How did they do it? I'll tell you. As many as
possible wriggled undertlearh the animal, while the oth-

ers took hold afthefir t flakes' tails and pu hed. Perhap
'ou 've seen a house moved on rollers! ~ ll, thar was the
way they worked. /watched for a long time, horrified lest
the copperheads should attack me, but the I never one
gave me a thought. On and on toward the woods they
moved the rabbit, uTltil at la t both rabbit and nakes
disappeared in the dark shadow. "

"Did 'oufind the rabbit in the mOrtling?" / asked, but
Grandfather shook hi head.

"/lookedfor a long distance...but couldfind no trace
ofthe rabbit or the copperheads. But to this da '... / have a
horror of snakes, especiall ' copperheads. "3

Now, if that tory d n't hold that nak hav
rational thought proces , what do ? randfather
wa ju t lucky that tho e nake had th ir mouth t for
rabbit, not hunter. However, Teddy and Roy will m t
a f w who hav a ta t for cow punch r b fore the book
is done.

In the d pth of opp rhead ulch, the boyar
confront d by a literal river of nak , not once, but
twice. This ri r i compo d of copp rh ad and vari
ou kind of rattle nak . In fact, T ddy is bitten by a
rattler, but Roy applie uch effe tiv fir t aid that
T ddy is complet ly recover d in fj e minute' time.

Both of the river of reptile are angrily aggre sing
against the human nemy. Th c nd confrontation
re ults in the boys being tr ed by th ma of venomou
viper, and Like wild dog, or wolve, the nake wait at
the foot of the boys' tree, hoping to out-wait the boy ,
whoeventuaUyescape by wingingTarzan- tyle through
the tr e branche. ow the e snake definitely ha e a
ta te for young cowboy .

Oddly enough, while the X-Bar-X Boy eem to b
talked by ibilant rp nt (rattler e m to lurk b hind

every rock for the express purpo e of throwing them-
elve in front of th boy' te d ), th Boy Rancher ,

who live in a territory aLmo t exactly like that which the
X-Bar-X Boy call home, never e a nake, although
they, and their pals, talk about them all the time.•

For ampl, ther' nearby Snak Mountain - 0

named becau e of the rampaging reptile who live there
- and on of the cowpokes, the Y llin' Kid, frequently
wears by them: "By the Great Rattler and all the little

rattler ."
Another hand is known as "Snake" Pardee, his nick

nam d riving from hi gr at fear of th aly bat. It
is he who alway inquire of incoming rider , "Did you
ee any nake out ther ?"

Dick Shannon, one of the Boy Ranch r , wake sud
denly in camp one night when he fe 1 omething cold
and slimy trailing acro s his cheek. The hing wildly,
but unabl to extricate him elf from hi b droll, h
rou e th entire camp with his cry of "Snakes, Snake !"
A it turn out, much to everyone' reli f, it i not a nake

(Continued on Page 12)
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'Che serpent in the garden
(Conti/wed from Page 11)
but rath r Dick' hor dragging it lower lip aero
Dick' fac . Wh w, what a relief.

However, om of our erie heroe , Like 0 n turdy,
actuaLLy go out looking for nake . When they do, they
d n't hav to 10 k far beau e usually the nakes find
th m.

Don and hi unci t out for outh America to
captur giant" olconda" (a Jennie J nks, maid to the
Sturdy hou hold, call th m). When th party arrive in
Brazil, camp i t up b ide a de ert d hack in dilapi
dat d condition. The do r hangs open and a major
portion of th r of i mi ing. Ther i no fumitur

cept a rop b d, which i oil d and tain d with a
ru ty r d ub tance. Pay attention; thi i for hadow
ing.

It i d cided that Don, the younge t member of the
p dition, hould have th b d for th night.

The novelty ofthe situation kept Don awake for a long
time after the other had settled to slumber. He la ' on hi
rude, rope mattres , watching the moonlight shining
through the branches ofthe tree (that overhung where the
roof should have been).

Drowsil', he noted how thick and knotted was the
bough that hung over the cabin. \ ere all Brazilian tree
a big as that?

He closed his eyes sleepil . and opened them again.
The bough seemed to be bending. moving. twisting.

... omething had come between him and the moon.
Wa it a pas ing cloud? 0, something heavier than that.
something sinuou. inister. horrible.

With a fCIrrled ery. Don hurled himselffrom the bed
and rolled under it.

At the same instant there was a hideou hi s, a whi 
'ling ru h, and the anaconda struck! 5

ft r a tr m ndou battle, the 25-foot r ptile i cap
tur d. It i only th n that certain thing become clear.

"And now I know what tho e stains that looked like
TIl t were on the cords of 'he bed, " he concluded with a
shudder. "Those probabl ' were the blood tai,1S ofsome
poor fellow 'hat 10 ' down to sleep there and wasn't as
lu 1..)' as I was. "

;'Of more than one. likel 'enough, " said the Captain.
.. Probably the snake has chosen his haunt in thar tree just
for that purpo e. That broken roof wa just made for
him. .. 6

"Probably th nake ha cho n hi haunt in that tree
ju t for that purpo e." bviou Iy, the aptain i aying
that th r ptile ha a malignant intelligence which dic
tate that it hunt and fat on human b ing .

o n and hi unci ha e everal adventure with
giant nak , but non of th mar quit 0 unn rving a
wh n Don and his native guid are attacked and pur-

u d by the dr ad d cooanaradi ("glowing with all the
colors of the rainbow, an evilly beautiful creature"), which
can lith r fa ter than a human b ing can run.

Aft r a hot from hi pi tol only graze the snake and
bar Iy low it raging pursuit, Don takes a page out of
Bomba's book (literally):

There was no time for another shot. and the lad turned
and rml, the snake pursuing him.

Don had a start ofabout twenty feet. He knew that in
all probability he would be overtaken if the chase contin
uedJor the underbmsh hindered him more than it did that
lithe. sinuou bod', winding its way through it like a
flashing streak. As he ran, he dropped hi now useless
revolver and shifted the machete to his right hand.

As he reached a comparativel open space, he ven
tured 10 look behind. The snake wa gaining and barely
eight feet away. A moment more and it would be on him.

fie tum d and leaped quickl' to one side. The
cooanaradi's coils flashed past, the reptile's aim slightly
di concerted b ' the sudden movement.

With all his might Don swung with the machete at his
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foe. The heavy razor-edged weapon caught the reptile at
the sLender ne k and sLiced its headfrom its bod '. The two
parts fell 10 the ground, where they lay quivering and
writhing. 7

Don' troubl with cantankerou con trictor are
not yet don , how ver. Back aboard their jungle bat,
which i afloat on a river filled with piranha and loaded
with cag d r ptil , the p dition is horrifi d when one
of the cage breaks. n the mall boat ar 100 ed an
angry anaconda, a raging rattl nake and a jiggling
jaracara - and all of th m know who captured them.

Som how, th party and crew manage to r captur
the nak s and r inforc th ir cag without having to
abandon ship and ri k the piranha-inf ted water .

Yet, none of th e adv ntur quite match tho e of
Allan uatermain in The [vory Child. In order to re cue
Lady Ragnall, who ha b en kidnapped to b come the
high prie t f a my teriou cult of lsi , Quat rmain
and hi party mu t pa through a tunnel which begins
at th foot of a mountain and wind, ventually, to the
top. Lord Ragnall d tail what happened when he and
hi friend Savag nter d th cave:

"This is what / saw: About ten paces from me was
Savage with his arms out tretched and dancing - 'es,
dancing -first to the right and then to the Left, with a kind
of horribLe grace and to the tune of a hideou hissing
musi . / heLd the Lantern higher and perceived that be 'and
him, Lifted eight or nine feet into the air, nearl to the roof
of the fUnnel, in fact, was the head of the hugest snake of
which / have ever heard. Its head was as broad a the
bottom ofa wheelbarrow - were it cut off / think it would
fill a large wheelbarrow - while the neck upon whi h it
was supported was quite as thick as my middle, and the
unduLating bod behind it. which tretched faraway into
the darkness. was the ize of an eighteen gaLion cask... "

"/t hi sed and swayed its great head to the right,
holding avage with old e 'es that 'et seemed to be on
fire, whereon he danced 10 the right. /t hi sed again and

wa 'ed its head to the Left, whereon it danced to the left.
Then uddenl, it reared its head right to the top of the
cave and so remainedfor afew seconds, whereon Savage
stood stiLi. bending a LittLe forward, as though he were
bowing to the reptile. Next instant. Like afla hit truck,for
/ saw its white fangs bur themselves in the ba k of
Savage, who with a kind ofsigh fell forward onto hisface.
Then there was a convoLution of those shining folds,
followed b ' a sound as of bones being ground up in a
steam driven mortar.

"/ staggered against the wall of tile cave and shut m
eyes for a moment, for / feLt faint. When / opened them
again it wa to see omethin flat, misshapen, elongated
Like the refle tion in a spoon, something that had been
Savage I 'ing on the floor; and stretched OUl over it the
huge serpent studying me with its steeL' e 'es. Then I
ran... It 8

Han , Quatermain' Hottentot ervant, kill the er-

pent by feeding it a poi oned goat. Quat rmain d cide
that the snake must hav been a unique species, sinc it
both truck th poi on its prey, and then con tricted it.
He al 0 th orize that the rpent mu t have b en
centurie old in order to attain the great size, for which
it wa wor hipped sad ity by the cult.

ornetime , nakes are pawn, u ed by villains. lll
meaning people oft n nd orconceal nak in a person'
room, knowing that the snake will attack the person
who find th m. In T1Ie Clue of the Hi ing Serpent, the
Hardy Boy receive a warning, which consists of a box
ontaining a garter nake. While it doe not frighten

them, it doe care their Aunt Gertrude into fits. 9

However, in the Hardy Boys' Handbook, Frank and J
have their own way of evening up the r ptile-human
being cor board. Strand d in the d rt, Joe i howing
ign of dehydration. When Frank kill a mall rattle
nake to c ok for br akfa t, he ave orne of the raw

meat for Joe to chew on, 0 that the juice can help to get
more moi ture into Joe.

Joe a cepted the chunk of almost transLucent meat,
looked at it for a moment, then popped it into his mouth. to
With nourishment like that, of cour , the two boy

urvive until help arrive .
So the Hardys would probably say that it isn't a bad

thing to have erpent in the garden, if you need a bite
to eat to urvive. After all, Eden was a perfect place until
the erp nt ruined it for everyone. Africa, Brazil, Te a
- at different times, all were referred to as Edens - and
they all come with erp nt .

So watch your step.
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MEMBERSHIP Presiaent's column

(PF-966)

Cynthia Ann Bard (PF-967)
3194 Bird ong Driv
Gr nfi Id, IN 46140 (317) 488-6060 (bu .)

t e, wh e prof ion i in urance claim , in addi
tion to b i al 0 inter t d in model trains and card
m d I . H I an d about th iety from another m m
b r.

(818) 568-8555

Ann Sharrard (PF-325)
6704 .W. 33rd T rrace
Gain vill , FL 32653

Eug n P. Bartl tt (PF-790)
5220 Har t L P
Eugen ,OR 97402

David Farah (PF-915)
322 S. Ment rAve., #
Pa adena, CA 91106-3356

The following Alger items are for sale:
The Cash Boy
(Brave and Bold #39, Sept. 19, 1903)
Very good condition; top pages uncut.. $15

BOOK MART

Robert K. Kasper (PF-327)
585 E. St. Andrews Dr.
Media, PA 19063
(610) 566-5917 (after 9 p.m. EST is best)

(Continued from Page 2)

Operator to in pir m (Olga the Operator? Booth Bertha?
Adrift in a Mall?)

Plea b ur to plan on att nding n xt y ar' 32nd
annual H.A.5. convention in b autifulStratford, Ontario.

ur fir t-ev r con ntion in anada, it promi to be a
memorable event and I look forward to e ing everyone
th r . Ho t I an M lym nt' late t updat on the
conv ntion i on Page 5.

Your Partie'lar Fri nd,
Mary Ann Ditch (PF-861)
4657 Mason St.

maha, E 68106

(401) 683-5704

(815) 654-7128

(216) 234-3919

rn R. Johnson (PF-969)
Hidaway Lan
Portsmouth, RI 02840

ynthi , who ha 0 Alger books, al 0 li t mu ic,
tra el and comput r a hobbie . A corporate tax direc
tor, he learned of H.A. . through Am rica nline on
h r mput r.

B rIy, a bo kk p r who wor in retail al , ha
49 Alg r title in her coli ction. ther hobbies include
tra el, hi tory and coli cting T ddy bear . She I am d
about the ociety through Yellowback Library.

B V dy Kr n k (PF-968)
3076 Laur lhurst Drive
R ckford, IL 61114

New members:
Ian Pickr 11 (PF-965)

223 King t.
bington, VA 24210

Alan, a colleg Engli h profe or, i a coli ctor of
juv nile eri books who is a r gular paneli t at the
annual m ting of th Popular ulture A ociation/

m ri an ultur A ociation. He joined the Soci ty at
th ugg ti n of Bill owen, and hi fir t article for

ew boy appear in thi i ue on Page 9.

Am , an attorn y who e offic ar in ewport, RI.,
inh rit d hi Alg r collection from hi father, a form r
H.A. . m mber.

Change of address:

den M. Yerty (PF-817)
43-930 Bu na Circle
Palm D rt, CA 92260 (619) 568-1168

A Bad Lot, by "Arthur Lee Putnam"
(The Argosy; also contains "Lester's Luck" and
"Rupert's Ambition")
Two vols. bound in contemporary bindings ......... $100

A.D.T. 79, by "Arthur Lee Putnam"
(The Argosy; also contains 8 installments of "Jed, the
Poorhouse Boy"; May 7, 1892 thru Aug. 20, 1892)
Bound in contemporary binding $75
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By HENRY CARD ER HUNTING

WIT'I'ER WHITEHEAD'S OWN STORY

About a Lucky Splash o{ WhItewash, Some Stolen
Sliver, and a House that Wasn't Vacant

TUUIlralecl \', H. S. Dd..AY. $1.25

(For boys (rom 9 to HI)

UAD accOQnt of luch extitU11' esperience as every boy wou14
tiko to bave, told with lufDcicDt skill to make it e~m quito
poulble. Witter Whltebead I. a ..agoD boy In a big depertmeat
tore. aad while repairing dam_get to hi uniform behInd some

baxelln tbe hippiog room be happens opon clues of a robbery,
IlDd pro DUy he ftDd. blmself lallDcbed DpoD a regular horlack
Holmes. 150rt of chue of tbo tbtevn. likely to make tbe e,el of
any boy reader bulle daDl'oroally. The events follow on••nother
quite log-{ llYt however, &Dd tbo boy i.& natural, though some·
wbat aertoaa-mJndod. ehap."-Nnu Ynj T,Mu ReT1fI1IJ.

u Somethlog quite remarkable is bappenink to him every
mlllDte, aDd It I. quite im_Ibl. t<l Imal(iue a lad wbo, banul!'
takeD up tbl. tlrrlDC Junano, can lay it do,,", wlthDut readlag
to the end...•. AU f almp1.. alert. eager, unreftectlng after the
manner of boy •.• undeniably brist aad faacinauo ..."-CAieal'¥'
Tn6uA4.

THE CAVE OF THE BoT'I'OMLESS POOL

A Sequel to .. Wdla Wl..itt:bead., Own Story." mwtJatecI \'y

H. S. Del.AY. JIIIt ready. $1.50

A high class detective story {or boys. Tho scene is a
summer camp school and the iDddonts and plot will hold
any boy's interest.

It th. Nader will lend bl, name "d addreu, the pUbJisbera
wilt send, from time to tflD~1 Information abf)ut their new bookL

Henry Holt and Company
34 West 33rd Street New York

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

D ar Bill:
I have again b en able to identify two pr viously

unr cognized s ri . Th first of the e we can entitle The
Witter Whitehead Series, by Henry Gardner Hunting
(1872-1958). The rie i comprised of two title, Witter
Whitehead's Own Story and The Cave ofthe Bottomles Pool.
Both title wer publi hed by Henry Holt and Company
in 1909.

ome r aders may b familiar with the writ r a th
author of The Sandsy Series (three titles, published by
Harper in 1915, 1917 and 1924).

ardner Hunting (a he was known after the two
abov books w r publish d) was a1 0 th author of two
other juveniles, The YOWl Rival Inventors (Little, Brown
1915), and Barry Dare and the Mysterious Box (A. L. Burt,
1928). I tumbled acro th Witter Whitehead Series in
the ad page of Charle Pierce Burton' The Bob's Hill
Braves (Henry Holt and Company, 1910; ee illu tration,
above).

Th second n w erie is also comprised of two books

This ad page at left from C.P. Burton's The Bob's Hill
Braves (1910) shows a previously unrecognized
two-volume series by Henry Gardner Hunting pUb
lished by Henry Holt and Company. Dick Randall the
Young Athlete (1910, above) by Ellery H. Clark is
Volume 1 of a newly discovered two-volume series
published by Bobbs-Merrill and Houghton Mifflin.

written by Ellery H. Clark (1874-?). Th first title, Dick
Randall the Young Athlete, published by Bobbs-Merrill in
1910, had been on my shelf for quite some time. I had
originally believed it to be a single title.

A recent check of The United States Catalogue indi
cat d that the author had written one other pos ible
juvenile. Coincidentally, a month or so later I saw a copy
of thi book for ale and acquired it. This title, The Camp
at Sea Duck Cove, was publi hed by Houghton Mifflin in
1912. I wa quite surpris d to open the book to the table
of contents and discover that Chapter One was entitled
"Dick Randall Go for the Mail." The books qualify
as a series because the Dick Randall character is carried
over to the 1912 titl .

I really did not expect this at all, since one rarely
ncounter a rie publi hed by mor than one pub

li her. These two books may be grouped as The Dick
Randall Series. Clarkalso wrote The Lost Galleon (Chel a
Hou e, 1927) and a serie of athletic training manual.

Sincerely,
Bart J. Nyberg (PF-879)
20W450 Rutger Dr.
Downers rove, IL 60516
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f£aitor's note6oot
(Continued from Pa e 4)

ju nil books, in this ca e Henry Holt. Other include
Little, Brown; Houghton Mifflin; Scribners; Harpers;
Putnam; Doubl day Page and Babbs Merrill. Some pro
duc d a decent number of series (Kelland's Mark Tidd
and Catty Atkins books by Harper, for example) while
other had only one or two eries in their catalogs.

To help identify fir t editions (more accurately, fir t
printing ) from some of these more uncommon publish
r, ew boy will offer a quick guide in either the next
r the following issue. We won't deal with Alger first
dition becau e their points are de cribed in the bibli
graphi by Bob Bennett and Ralph Gardner.

In this issue ... we welcome a new contributor (and
n w H.A.S. m mber), Alan Pickrell, who offer a hu
m rou look at one of boy , book hero s' most feared

natural en mies: snakes! I hope you enjoy the article, and
if you're looking for more on the ubject, I strongly
recommend the April 1995 i sue of Dime Novel Round
Up, which contains an article titled "Biological Bomba
a t; or, A Real Old Naturali t's Secr t." The author is
Douglas A. Ro man, Curator of Reptiles of the Mu
seum of atural Science at Louisiana State University in
Baton Rouge. In the article, Rossman debunks much of
what he call "biological nonsen e" in ri s books, in
particular the Bomba Series.

For mar information about obtaining a copy of this
article, or to ub cribe to Dime Novel Round-Up, write
to editor J. Randolph Cox (PF-598) at P.O. Box 226,
Dundas, MN 55019.

Also in this issue ... th third and final installment
on Alger dust jackets, this time covering pre-1900 fir t
edition jacket; and a quick update on the 1996 H.A.S.
convention by our host Ivan McClymont. Our full con
vention preview will be in the January-F bruary issue.

7~Wutm~e~4,

4e'UU tm rI~~

Horatio Alger Books
Published by Whitman Publishing Co.

BY BRADFORD S. CHASE (PF-412)

*The ideal guide for the collector to use in
id ntifying Whitman's Alger formats.

*757 pages; paperback, published April 1995.
It identifies and describes 44 different
Whitman Alger formats in detail, including
wh n published, titles produced, descrip
tions and drawings of all cover formats plus
background on Edward H. Wadewitz and the
Whitman publishing business.

*Includes a flip index to easily locate the
Whitman Alger cover formats.

Price: $15.00 (plus $1.25 postage)

Get a acka e deal!

Buy this Whitman book along with Mr. Chase's
1983 book (in similar paperback format and still
available): Horatio Alger Books Published by A.L.
Burt, ($12.95) and his 1994 release: Horatio Alger
Books Published by M.A. Donohue & Co. ($12.95,
also in paperback) and pay only $33 (plus $1.75
postage) for all three.

Connecticut residents add 6 percent sales tax.

Send our order to: Bradford S. Chase
6 Sandpiper Road
Enfield, CT 06082


