
A m3Raztn d('voled 10 Ihe study of Horallo Alger. Jr••
hI" "fe, w rk', and ,nfluenl" ,In the culture of "menc...

TII SOCo

1832 - 1899

VOLUME XXXIV JANUARY-FEBRUARY 1996 NUMBER 1

CONVENTION PREVIEW

'Strive and Succeed in Stratford'
A welcome
from our host

-- Page 3

The Stratford
area in photos

-- Pages 8-9

Agenda and
registration
form enclosed

The stone bridge over the Avon River in downtown Stratford,
Ontario, with the court house on the left. Pholo by Ivan McClymont

. ,
Ilarana Ager ;

i

~

,
"t.TEI.A. 20c'

Tribute to an Alger hero
-- Page 5

Alger and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
-- Page 13



Page 2 NEWSBOY January-February 1996

HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY

Presitfent's coCum", To further the philosophy ofHoratio Alger, Jr. and to encourage
the spirit ofStrive and Succeed that for halfacenturyguided Alger's
undaunted heroes - lads whose stmggles epitomized the great
American dream and flamed hero ideals in countless millions of
young Americans.

OFFICERS

Newsboy, the olTicial newslett r of the Horatio AI er
Society. is published bl-monthly (six issues per year). Mem­
bershlpfee for any 12-month p riod Is$20. with Ingle I sues
of Newsboy costing $3.00. PI ase mak all remittance pay­
able to the Horatio Alger Society. Member hip applications.
renewals, change of addr s and oth r OITe pondence
should be sent to Executive Secretary Rob rt E. Kasper. 585
E. St. Andr w Drive, Media, PA 19063.

Newsboy is Indexed In the Modem Lan uageAs oclation's
International Bibliography.

BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY B.A.S.
-HoratioAlger, Jr.. AComprehensiueBibliDgraphy, by Bob Bennett

(PF-265).
-HoratioAlger or, TheAmencanHeroEra.. by RaJph D. Gardner

(PF-053).
-The Fictional Republic: Horatio AIg rand Amertcan Political

Discourse, by Carol NackenolJ(PF-921).
-Publication Fonnats oj the 59 Stories by Horatio Alger, Jr. as

Reprinted by the John C. Winston Co., by Bob Sawy r (PF-455)
and Jim Thorp (PF-574).

-Horatio Alger Books Published by A.I... Burt. by Bradford S.
Chase (PF-412).

-Horatio AIg r Books Published by M.A. Donohue & Co.. by
Bradford S. Chase (PF-412).

-Horatio Alger Books Published by Whitman Publishing Co.• by
Bradford S. Cha e (PF-412).

-The Lost UJe ojHoratio Alger, Jr., by Gary Scharnhorst with
Jack Bales (PF-258).

Ne..boy ad rates: full pag . $32.00; on -half page. 17.00; on ­
quarter page, $9.00; per column lnch (1 lnch d ep by approx. 3 1/2lnches
wide), $2.00. Send ad , with check payabl to Horatio Alger Sodety. to
Robert E. Kasper. 585 E. St. Andrews Dr., Mec1Ja. PA 190 3. Th above
rat apply to all want ad , along with ad ofli rtng non-Alger books for
ale. However. It Is the policy of the Horatio Alger Socl ty to promote the

exchange of Alger book and related Alg r material by provldlng space
free of charge to our m rnber for the sale only of such material. Send
uch ads or "Letters to the Ec1Jtor" to Newsboy editor William R. Gow n

(PF-706) at 923 South Lake St.. Apt. 6. Mundel In. IL 60060.

The more I hear about Stratford, Ontario, the better
it ound .

Founded in the 1830's along the b autiful river Avon,
Stratford has become a popular destination for tourists
due to the b auty of the location. Although the Stratford
Shakespeare festival does not coincide with our conven­
tion, I have b en told that live performances of plays are
offered 10 months out of the year at the handsome
theat r in the area.

Plea e read Ivan McClymont's article on Page 3 for
detail of th upcoming fir t- ver Canadian H.A.. con­
vention, along with a de cription local attractions. En­
clo ed i a color brochure of th Queen' Inn Hotel, th
tentative ag nda for the convention a well as the con­
vention registration form. Please plan on attending and
return the registration form to Ivan as soon as possible.

We would like to repeat that there is no problem
bringing book across the border into Canada for the
book ales and auctions, but plea e leave your gun and
alcoholic beverage at home (well, there go my plan for
any fun that week nd).

B ginning with the la t issue of ewsboy, the mem­
b r hip due remind r lips hav b en amended to
include a pace in which a member can indicate a
contribution to the Society's Strive and Succeed Award,
which i given to de erving young peopl . I hav been
told that the initial response has been very generous and
heartening. So when you get your due notice (or any
other time you wi h to make a donation), please keep
our Strive and Succeed Award in mind.

A u ual, during the convention there will be an
auction of donated it ms to raise money for the Society
a well a a members' consignment auction, so please
bring any book or items you would like included in
the auctions. I am already ca ting an eye over my
coll dion to what I can bring; the copy of Victor Vane
I purchased at last year's auction will reappear at the

ociety auction this year. I have obtained another copy.
I mention this for the member, who shall remain name­
Ie 5, who mi5 d this book by arriving 10 minute late to
last year' auction (Hi, Carol).

I look forward to seeing everyone at this year's
convention the fir t weekend of May.

Your Partic'lar Friend
Mary Ann Ditch (PF-861)
4657 Mason St.
Omaha, NE 68106

MARY ANN DITCH
JOHN CADICK
MURRAY D. LEVIN
ROBERT E. KASPER
CHRISTINE DE HAAN
BART J. NYBERG
JOSEPH T. SLAVIN III
MILTON F. EHLERT
NEIL J. McCORMICK
JOHN R. JUVINALL
ALYS COLLMER
CAROL ACKENOFF
RICHARD L. POPE
LEO "BOB" BE E'IT
RALPH D. GARDNER

PRESIDENT
VICE-PRESIDENT

TREASURER
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

(1996) DIRECTOR
(1996) DIRECTOR
(1996) DIRECTOR
(1997) DIRECTOR
(1997) DIRECTOR
(1997) DIRECTOR
(1998) DIRECLOR
(1998) DIRECTOR
(1998) DIRECTOR

EMERITUS
EMERITUS
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'Strive and Succeed in Stratford'
By Ivan McClymont (PF-722)

Marg and I ar busy making plans for what will b
without a doubt th b t Horatio Alg r iety conven­
tion ever h ld in Canada (it's al 0 the fir t ever held in

anada) the w ek nd of May 2-5, 1996.
Stratford is a small city situated in Southwestern

Ontario in the midst of one of the fin st agricultural
area in the world. It is a former railway centre that
becau of the
Shake p arean Festi- IConvention preview I
val ha b com a tour- . .
i t Mecca each ummer. Th f tival, which began life in
a tent, i now hous d in a larg theatr ov rlooking
Victoria Lak . Play and concert are al 0 held in everal
a iat th atr in th city. W hop to have informa­
tion on the 1996 season for the next i ue of ewsboy.

Trav ling to Stratford is within a few hour of the
border point at iagara, Qu en ton, Buffalo-Fort Erie,
D troit-Wind or and Port Huron- arnia. Toronto
P ar n Airport i 1 1/2 hour away while London
Airport i 45 minute away.

Mo t major airline fly into Toronto while London i
rv d by Air ntario and Canadian R gional to Sarnia,

Toronto, ttawa and Montreal; orthwe t Airline from
D troit and U.S. Air from Pitt burgh. Ther i an airbu

rvice from P arson Airport to tratford - for time
and co t ch ck with your travel ag nt. Branch line bu
and train rvic i availabl from Toronto and London,
which have main-line service.

Weath rwis , outhw tern ntario is similar to the
neighboring state of New York, Michigan, Pennsylva­
nia and hio. Being almo t urround d by the Great
Lakes has a moderating influence on the temperature.

The nclo d agenda may have to b omewhat
altered to accommodate the auction of a couple of large
collection that are under negotiation by the director.

We are looking forward to w leorning you to Huron
County and the Varna ar a on Friday afternoon. You
will e our very mode t Alger collection as well as a
great many other books in our library, including a few
Hentys.

Our book hop will be clo ed the w ek of the conven­
tion except for a couple of hour Friday afternoon. We
are withholding books of particular intere t to Society
member from the public until then.

We hop to make arrangement to have a huge
unique windmill open for tour that day. Thi i a
working mill u d for sawing lumber and grinding
grain, situat d only a few miles from our home. It was
built by a Dutch immigrant ov r a 20-y ar p riod.

Other points of interest include the Lake Huron

The Folmar Windmill, located east of Bayfield,
Ontario, is North America's only working wind­
driven sawmill and gristmill. It is one of the many
attractions during the Horatio Alger Society conven­
tion May 2-5, 1996. For a glimpse of Stratford and
Varna, see photos on Pages 8-9.

shor line, town of Goderich, Bayfield, Grand Bend and
B nmiller; th tone town of St. Mary , the village of t.
Jacob and the Waterloo Mark tin M nnonit country
and urrounding towns and villag uch a Shak p ar
with their antique hops. W will ha e alit of u d­
book tore at the conv ntion.

In order to make this conv ntion a succ , w re­
quir your help. Plea e nd your r gi tration in a arly
as po ible, stating the number of p ople attending and
ndo ing your ch que. We n d to know how many ar

coming a both the ladi s at the church and the Queen'
Inn require the number well in advance of the con n­
tion in order to plan the meals.

We will acc pt books or item for th auctions nt in
advance by mail, but they mu t be clearly marked either
for the consignment sal with 15 p rcent going to th
Society or a a donation for th Society at the fund­
raising auction Saturday night.

We hope you enjoy your vi it to thi comer of ntario
and if you have any qu tion ab ut th conv ntion, ju t
call u at 1-519-233-3214.
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Subsidiary of RAM Computer Services

HORATIO ALGER BOOKS, LIMITED

Paul the Peddler
Strong and Steady
Young Outlaw

W Ic me t ur annual c nv nti n pr iew i ue,
whi h ff rs detail ab ut th H ratio Alg r S i ty's
hi t ri fir t- v r C nventi n in Canada. Host Marg
and I an McClym nt have planned an citing pro­
gram. Be surey u return theencl ed green r gi trati n
f rm right away be au advance arrangement mu t
be mad f r th meal, in particular the Friday ni ht
rat be f upper and th Saturday night banqu t.

Ivan cauti n , th re rna be alt rati n t the
a nda nth ncl d yell w heet b cau ewe ar till
h P ful f lining up ne or tw izable con ignment of

Ig r b k f r the Friday au tion. At thi pint we just
d n't kn w how much lime we'll need.

H pe tether in May!
Turnin t th r matter, I must fir tap I gize for

Ii tin H rati ' inc rr ct birth date in the article II A
R membrance fr m ambrid e" in th la t is ue. It
h uld have b en 1 2 in tead f 1 62; ju t loppy

typin (and editing) n m part.
peaking f Al er' era at Harvard, n Pa e 13 we

offer a glimp e fhi academic relati nship with Henry
Wad w rth L ngfell w, who wa a pr fes or th r
during Al r' undergraduat ear.

I in thi i ue w make the ad r p rt of the death
f B b Williman (PF-S69), a memb r ince 197 , wh

wa 0 in trum ntal in getting the Horatio Alg r com­
mem rative tamp i su din 19 2. Brad Cha e' tribute
t B b can be f und on Page S.

For the past f w m nths veral H.A.S. memb r ­
m elf, Bart yberg (PF- 79) and Jam Kline (PF­
9 )- ha e been a isting Ed Matt n (PF-067) f Balti­

m re and T m Davis of ewark, D laware, in diting
th ir up ming A Collectors' Guide to Hardcover Boys

eries Books, sch dul d f r publicati n later thi y ar.
Thi ha b n a daunting ta k mainly becau e

much n w inf rmati n about new seri (as well a
pr viou erie) ha b en unc vered in the nearly two
d cade sin e Harry Huds n publi hed his revis d A
Bibliograplly of Hard-Cover Boy , Books and nine year
since the Univer ity of South Florida's American Boys'

eries Books, 1900 to 1980.
It' been a page-by-pag ta k in doubl -checking

f rmat , publi her, dust jacket, etc., in h pe of mak­
ing the n w guide as c mplete and accurate a p ible.
Ofc ur , ew n'tcatcheverythingbuth pefull ,th
maj r, highly c lIect d eries will have been brought up
to date, al ng with literally hundreds of Ie er-kn wn

(Continued on Page 15)

DESIRE to obtain the following Alger books:

Dan the Detective Ned Newton
Dan the Newsboy Seeking his Fortune
Forging Ahead Silas Snobden's Office Boy
Making his Mark Striving for Fortune
Marie Bertrand World Before Him

Published by John Winston Co. - Standing Boy
Series ONL Y (boy in knickers and bow tie with
suitcase to his right):

Digging for Gold
Frank and Fearless
Helping Himself
Only an Irish Boy

Contact: Bob Kersch (PF-946)
5 Leeside Drive
Great River, NY 11739
(516) 277-0283

Ronald A. Murch (PF-970)
Store located at 417 Main St.

Lewiston, ME 04240
(207) 795-7699

By appointment until spring

HOME ADDRESS AND PHONE:
135 Lisbon Rd.

P.O. Box 36
Lisbon, ME 04250-0036

(207) 353-5822

* Over 300 volumes in stock* Buying and selling* Updated price list available
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Tribute to an Alger hero
Editor. note: At /fIe first of the year I received a 1I0te from Ralph
Gardller IIlfonnrllg me of the death of 10llgtime Horatio Alger
Society member Bob Williman of Bowie, Marylalld. Ralph !tad
received a call from Bob's wife, Knthie, tellillg him that Bob had
pas ed away ti,e final week of December while awaiting a !teart
transplallt. Although I joined the Society one year after ti,e 1982
Wi/low Grove cOllvention, I got to kllow Bob by mail and phone as
I bought books from him over the year. Because Brad Chase was
H.A.S. president when ti,e Horatio Al er commemorative stamp
became a reality, I a ked Ilim to make ti,e follIowillg reminiscence.

By Bradford S. Chase (PF-412)

A friend i gon . I it h r in tunn d il nee in early
January, for I have ju t learned that Bob Williman (PF­
569) ha di d.

For orne reason I have alway thought of Bob a
inde tructibl and that he would b with u forever; a
guy who i alway there when he' needed. I knew that
over the year ,he had riou m dical probl m ,but he
didn't look or act lik he had them. I remember him a
big, strong and hearty with an outgoing per onality. He
was an initiator and doer - a real action guy focu ed on
r ult and willing to work a hard a i ne ded to win
any game people wanted to play.

I consider Bob a friend - an Alger friend. The two of
us have hared everal really good Alger time together
o er the y ar and I njoy d tho e time together im­
men ely, particularly when we were working together
on a pr j ct.

My clo eta ociation and mo t vivid recollection of
working with Bob goe back quite a few years, to the
early 1980 , and our effort togeth r to g t the United
States Po tal rvice to honor Horatio Alger with a
commemorativ tamp. ow that Bob i gone, I think
back fondly and with som wonderm nt to tho e excit­
ing day.

It all b gan at our annual convention in Jacksonville,
Illino' in May 197 ,when I b came chairman of a one­
man committe to look into the f asibility of getting a
tamp commemorating Alger' 150th birthday in 1982

and in taking any n cary follow-up action . After
much r arch and everal vi its to the U.S. Postal
Service in Wa hington, D.C., I prepar d and submitted
a formal Horatio Alger comm morative tamp propo al
from the Horatio Alger Society to the Postal Service in
January 1979.

It wa very evident from th tart that the po sibility
of u getting uch a tamp wa v ry lim (only a fraction
of each year' comm morative propo als are approved),
which i what I report d at the 1979 annual convention
in Cleveland.

Th '79 convention wa Bob' fir t. Typically, h
immediately picked up the gauntlet and said because of

Bob Williman, right, accepts the 1982 Luck & Pluck
Award from Gene Hafner at that year's Willow Grove,
Pa. convention, which hosted first-day ceremonies
for the Horatio Alger, Jr. commemorative stamp, a
cause for which Williman worked for over two years.

hi acce to Washington and knowl dge as a tamp
collector about the commemorative tamp proce ,h
would gladly accept re ponsibility to pursue getting th
tamp approved. He wa given the chairmanship Qf a
tamp implementation committe and from that point

until the Willow Grove convention (at which the tamp
wa indeed introduced to the world in May 1982) Bob
and I worked very clo ely, oft n in daily contact by
phone.

We worked first to penetrate and convince th fed­
eral commemorative tamp bur aucracy that our cause
was right and then Bob made the arrang ment for the
fir today is ue ceremony in Willow rove.

A key player in this continuing drama wa Hel n
Gray of the Horatio Alger As ociation of Distinguish d
Americans. Bob and I met with Helen s v ral tim . Sh
was of tremendous help in getting influential peopl to
lobby for the Alger stamp.

Let me tell you: Bob worked lik a dog on this proj ct.
He drove the Commemorative Stamp Advisory om­
mittee of the U.S. Postal Service bonkers with his dogged
logic, facts and measur d rational and u ed well hi
ability to generate pressure on the committee for the
stamp from the inside of the tamp collecting world.

I know he visited and called the Po tal Servic and
committ e offices hundr ds of tim trying to mov
them off dead-center. We received several delays and
n ar-refu als, each of which Bob immediately rul d
unacceptable and he continued on with his pre sure. He
knew he had to work hard: time wa running out, a the

(Continued on Page 11)
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BOOK MART
New members
Rodd Whelpley (PF-973)
403 We t Hill St., #3
Champaign, IL 61 20 (217) 398-1422

Rodd i an editor who currently has 58 Alger titles in
hi colI ction. He al 0 collect the works of William
Taylor Adam ("Oliv r Optic").

David H. Couch (PF-892)
P.O. Box 1704
Medford, OR 97501 (803) 770-0328

David i reinstating hi membership afrter a on -year
ab nee." em I hav overlooked my dues renewal,"
he not . Welcome back!

Change of address
ar d L. Kirkpatrick (PF-960)

618 Bonnie Lane
Mobile, AL 36609
(334) 602-0187

rthur P. Young (PF-941)
912 Borden Av .
Sycamore,IL 60178-3200
(815) 899-2032

Louis Peters (PF-769)
4267 Valleysid Ct., N.E.
Grand Rapids, MI 49505-9691
(616) 365-1370

David A. Moulton (PF-541)
1900 South Eads St., Apt. 1202
Arlington, VA 22202-3027

Jim E. Davidson (PF-964)
P.O. Box 8099
Hot Springs, AR 71910
(501) 922-6019 FAX: (501) 922-6003

Robert R. Routhier (PF-889)
12186 Hill Road
Swartz Creek, MI 48473

Rob actually moved to his new address from Flint last
year but the change was not made in the H.A.S. roster.

E. Christian Mattson (PF-067)
Four Turtlerock Court
Baltimore, MD 21234

Tel.: 410-668-4730 FAX: 410-882-9137

The followin AI er books are for sale:
Postage extra. Telephone call holds for seven days.

The $500 Check
u.s. Book Co., successor to John W. Lovell Co. 1890

- The first hard-cover edition of this title with the
blacked-out spine bottom. The condition is VG with some
top/bottom spine wear. Hinges inside and out are tight;
book is clean. This is one of the scarce Algers that is not
often offered for sale: $390.00

Other first editions:
Ben Logan's Triumph

Cupples & Leon VG $90.00
(some soiling)

From Farm Boy to Senator
Ogilvie VG 125.00
(early state of first ed. with all points; some wear
top and bottom of spine)

Slow and Sure
A.K. Loring G-VG 80.00
(green cloth; all points per Bennett)

Various pUblishers:
Bertha's Christmas Vision

Hurst VG $50.00
Strong and Steady

P&C flying wheel edition G+ 8.00
Sam's Chance

P&C small fruit edition G 6.00
(inside hinges cracked)

Hector's Inheritance
H.T. Coates tan ed. VG 12.00

Sink or Swim
P&C small flowered ed. VG 15.00

Bob Burton
Winston tall green ed. G 7.00

Adrift in the City
Winston ADT cover VG 6.00

Phil the Fiddler
S&S/Federal Ex. 10.00

Phil the Fiddler
Thompson & Thomas G+ 7.00

Bound to Rise
Hurst train cover VG 5.00

Luke Walton
Burt, boy with rifle cover VG 7.00

Paul the Peddler
Burt, deluxe green G 7.00

Tom Thatcher's Fortune
Burt, train cover VG 15.00
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It's a series!
By William R. Gowen (PF-706)

Th thrill of di coy ry i what make our hobby 0

rewarding.
I have coil ct d th b ks of Alb rtu T. Dudl y for

many y ar and had what I thought wa a complete
coil ction totaling 13 title .

I won't go into d tailed background on Dudley him­
elf b cau e w have a more compr h n ive articl
chedul d in a future

i ue of ew boy.
Butto quickly sum­

mariz ,Dudl y wrote
two chool-ba d e­
ri with th b 0 heavily inv Iv d in d picting com­
petitiv port of the early year of the 20th century. The

rie w r The Phillips Exeter erie, which included
nine titl publi hed b tw en 1903 and 1913; and the

torie of The Triangular League, which had thr
title b tw n 1909 and 1916.

All th books were publi h d by Lothrop, Le &
hepard of B ton with th xception of th fir t two

title in th Phillip Exeter erie, which were by Lee &
hepard prior to it m rg r with othrop in 1905.

Th 13th book writt n by Dudley wa The King's
Powder, publi hed in 1923 by L, L&S. It i a R volution­
ary War tory, following th e ploit of a pair of buddies
named John Sp ncer and Zeb idding, both of whom
are, ironically, former tudent of E eter Acad my in

ew Hamp hire (the etting of Dudl y' large tries).
pencer and iddinge find th m elve involved in

everal of the war's real campaign, including Port -
mouth, w Hampshire, and the Battle of Bunker Hill.

For y ar ,coil tor a umed The King' Powder wa
a singl titl - an extr mely w ll-written one at that.

lmagin my urpri wh n la t fall I found a copy of
a new Dudl y b ok: A Spy of 76. Imagine my further
urpri wh nIdi co er d th main character wer

non oth r than John Sp ncer and Zeb Giddinge! They
ar now involv d with un 0 ering th Tory py, Enoch
ero by. Spencer and Giddinge are then wept along by

ent , leading from w Hamp hire to the victoriou
Battle of Bennington, Vermont in 1776.

A Spy of 76 wa publi hed by Lothrop, Lee and
Shepard in 1933, a full 10 y ars after it pred ces or. The
book is 0 r iz d, "by 5 1/2'~ in m dium blue cloth
with y llow art deco- tyle 1 ttering. Th du t jacket,
hown at right, i n uncoated paper with it multicol­

ored illustration wrapping onto the spine.
Ti,e King's Powder, on th other hand, i a tandard­

ized boys' book of the period (75/8" by 5 1/4") and the

du t jacket, on light blue uncoated paper, i print d in
black, the de ign arne a the co r of th book (abov ).

o we have a new erie, and an intere ting one at
that, b cau e of it mall iz (two titl ) and the fa t that
they w re published 10 year apart.
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'strive andSucceed in Stratford'

The Queen's Inn in Stratford, a
small English-style hotel, is the
location of most of the conven­
tion activities.

Marg McClymont and her uncle
celebrate his 80th birthday last
fall in the dining room of the
Queen's Inn.

Brucefield United Church, which
will bethe site of the Friday night
supper and annual business
meeting.

May 2-5, 1996
Stratford, Ontario
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rrlie 1996 convention at ag[ance

The north side of Ontario Street,
looking west from the Queen's
Inn. The Court House is in the
background.

The McClymonts' farm in the
town of Varna, which will be the
site of Friday afternoon's open
house.

Marg holds up a Donohue edi­
tion of Strive and Succeed in­
side the McClymonts' used book
shop at the farm.

Photos courtesy
of Ivan McClymont
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WANTED
A Few Specific A/gers

January-February 1996

I am in the process of researching and writing my next book (on New York Book Company
Algers, currently scheduled for publication in April 1997) and gathering material for my book
after that, the last in this five-book series.

Also, I'm trying to fill a big hole in my A.L. Burt Alger collection. Do you have any of the
following books in your extra Alger pile that you will sell me? (or trade for something I have that
you need?) Condition is not critical but the book should be complete.

Here's what I need:

The New York Book Company
• 1908 printed on title page: Joe's Luck
• 1912 printed on title page: Harry Vane and Tom the Bootblack
• No date printed on title page and flowers on the spine: Bound to Rise, Strong and

Steady and Walter Sherwood's Probation
• 1910 printed on the title page: double volume, containing Cash Boyand Telegraph Boy

together

Mcloughlin Brothers
Cash Boy

Whitman Publishing Co.: (in dust jacket only)
Bound to Rise, Slow and Sure and The Erie Train Boy

Saalfield Publishing Company
In a New World, Jack's Ward and Phil, the Fiddler

The New Werner Company
Walter Sherwood's Probation, Work and Win, The Young Adventurer and The Young Miner

Maclellan Company
Five Hundred Dol/ars, Frank's Campaign and Only an Irish Boy

A.L. Burt Company
Only the following titles in Format 17 in my book on Burt Algers (Green Helmet Format):

Adrift in New York, Bob Burton, Bound to Rise, Chester Rand, Do and Dare, Helping Himself,
Making his Way, Paul the Peddler, Strive and Succeed, Try and Trust and The Young Outlaw

Please let me know which of these you have, the condition of the book(s) and how
much you want or what you'd like in trade.

Brad Chase (PF-412)
6 Sandpiper Road
Enfield, CT 06082
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Tribute to an Alger hero
(Continued from Page 5)

tamp had to b i ued during 1982, th Alg r e quic n­
tennial.

Along with Bob' considerabl in ide pressur and
the letter from political p ople generated by many of
our m mb rand Hel n Gray' people, came the elec­
tion of Ronald Reagan in 19 O. He wa one of the p ople
contact d by H I n inc h had b n a r cipi nt of on
of the A ociation' award in 1969. I don't know xactly
what B band Hel n said or did concerning Mr. Reagan,
but I do know that om time during the summer of 1981,
just a f w month after h took office, I was contacted as
H.A.S. pre ident and told that the stamp had been
appr v d and that our littl ociety was to b the ho t for
the fir t-day ceremony!

What a thrill, and uch a reward for work well don ,
particularly for Bob Williman, who had labored non­
top on thi proj ct for w 11 over two y ar .

It i with gr at affection that I remember participating
with Bob and other in that first-day is u ceremony that he
had planned and facilitated. I distinctly recall Bob turning to
me and aying: "Well, we did it, didn't we?"

Y , Bob, it wa truly through your dogged p r ever­
ance and hard work that "we did it."

Now that Bob is gone, I think about his willingn s to
e and, acc pt r pon ibility, make a commitment

and actually do the really hard work in th trenches that
is required month after month on a project like this. I
think also about his never-let-up attitude - aggre ive,
but always positive and in the right direction - to
overcome constantly emerging ob tacles.

In thi sen , Bob wa a true Alger hero - a per on
who considerable contribution to the Horts of our
ociety we should not forget - and indeed, we should

individually try to emulate.

This First Day of Issue postcard was produced by
Bob Williman for the Horatio Alger commemorative
stamp that he was instrumental in turning the dream
of the Horatio Alger Society into reality at the Willow
Grove, Pa. convention in 1982.

BOOK MART

Angelo Sylvester (PF-928)
P.O. Box 53

Tamworth, NH 03886

For sale:
A rare opportunity to enjoy Alger's seldom-pub­

lished works. Every one of Alger's 139 works that
appeared in Newsboy from 1962-1995 have been
carefully copied or retyped, indexed and refer­
enced, covering over 600 pages, including hun-

dreds of Alger-theme illustrations.
Copies are 8 1/2" x 11" sheets placed loose

inside lacquered binders. Priced lower than cost at
$49.95, ppd.

There are still a few copies left of "Enjoying
Alger" at $29.95 ppd. This anthology carefully de­
tails each of Alger's 884 titles, which include his 784
original works.

Both of the above will also be available at our
annual convention in Stratford, Ontario.
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Thanks again.

BOOK MART
William D. Russell (PF-S49)

Apt. F-4
240 E. County Line Road

Hatboro, PA 19040

win AI k

Dean Dunham
H.M. Caldwell VG $25.00

Phil the Fiddler
Thompson &Thomas VG 5.00

Slow and Sure
Thompson &Thomas VG 5.00

Robert Coverdale's Struggle
A.L. Burt VG 30.00

Ralph Raymond's Heir
Superior (paperback) Good 3.00

Wren Winter's Triumph
M. A. Donohue Good 10.00

14 Horatio Alger first day covers
(all different) 25.00

Th

Postage is $1.50 for first book and 50 cents for each
additional book.

Dear Mr. Gowen:
I am encl sing an article entitled "Alger and Henr

Wadsw rth L ngfell w," which 1h pe y u wil\ publish
in ewsboy.

Ify u are int re -t din publicati n, pleas f el free t
make any chang that y u wi h.

I am a Pr fe r f English at Virginia Pol t hnic
In tituteand State niv r ity (Virginia Tech), Black bur
Virginia. I ha publi hed b k n Richard H nry
Wilde and L ngf II w, as well a a number of articles.
Recently I have b en w rking n the Journals f
L ngfellow, now in manu cript at the H u ht n Li­
brary, Harvard University.

Back in the 1930 , when my br ther and I were
y ung, we u ed to read any Alger b ks that were
available. I rememb r nce that a n ighb r I k d at a
passage in one f the k - pr bablyab ut making
ors m thing like that-and de laredthatth b kwa
carc Iy ne that a young b y sh uld be read in ,..

With all my be t wi he .
Sincerely,
Edward L. Tuck r
50 C liege View Drive
Black burg, VA 24060

Editor's note: Profes or Tucker' article appears ill thi is ue
tartin 011 Pa e 13, at right.

Your Partic'lar Friend,
Carl E. Wulff (PF-900)
310 Ruby Avenue
Racine, WI 53402

Introducto reading ha changed
A sample of aSSIgned reading fOf University of Wisconsm-MadiSOfl

freshman shows ashift from the old dassJa
Required reading

1996---------------Billy Budd and Other Stones. by Herman Melville
&lijar""H~, byOlarles~~
The Yellow Wallpaper, by Charlotte PertIflS Gilman

in theInof a~, by Hatiiet.Jacdx .
Ragged DICk, by HoratIO AJget
]be )Yakenin9.1!iKatr~
Looking Backward. by Edward Bellamy
Angels in Amefic.a, by Tony Kushnet

emphaSIS IS on literature

1946-~----------John Brown's Body. by Stephen Vincent Benet
Life on the.Mississipp, biMart Moo _~
Loro Jim. by 10setJh Conrad

• QthejIo. by WIlham~
~ Plus stuOteS in composltlOn

Sincerely your ,
William D. Gall
832 South Willow Ave,
Waukegan, lL 60085

Dear Mr. G w n:
Thank much f r th ph tocopy of th January-

February 1974 is ue f ewsboy. I appr ciateyour tim
and ff rt.

The t ry behind the (Mayes) b k wa quite intere t­
in . And I applaud Mr. Ma e ' in i tence that the corre­
sp nd neb publi h d in its entir ty. Smart.

As a b ok coli ct r, I wa pleased to note Mr.
Gardner' ob ervation that the Macy-Masius edition
" ... i a rare b k, regularly bringing apr mium price n
the rar ccasion it i ffered for sal."

I have a number of literary hoax b k that were
intend d a atire but wer un p ctedly taken eri­

usl , but thi i th n1y ne wh re the auth r had t
keep quiet in rder to save embarras ment to m n
I

Dear Bill:
Attached is a porti n of an article (see chart, ab ve)

n required reading at college and universitie . The
intere ting part is that Ragged Dick i required reading at
th Univ r ity f Wi c n in, Madi n.

I enjoy ewsboy and await each i sue. A g od j b,
well d ne!

Souru

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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recei ed the two imp rtin nt b wh vi it might
hav b n r ard d a an intru ti n." Thi in id nt,
thou h trivial, had left a la ting impre i non Alg r.

Ln the ear in which L ngfell w di d, Alg r paid
tribut t hi form r t acher in a p em. Fir t f all, he
qu ted fr m L ngfellow' "Th Building f th hip"
the f II wing line :

"It is the heart and not the brain
That to the Hi he t doth attain."

And th n Alger mad hi e ntributi n, dat d 0 -
eember 1 , 1 2:

" a ang the bard who e rhythmic train
We shall not hear all earth a aill.
Yet hi her than hi tuneflll Art
We prize the kindness of his heart."

Th r are no refer nee t AI r in the II cted
I tter f L ngfell w.2 H wever, there is a r f r n in
the Journals a f II w :

"1 5, 0 cember 5. W nt t the ew
Corn r. Field ha hung up Heal ' p r­
trait f me in hi Readin R m. M t
AI r th r ."3

By thi date - De mb r 5, 1 65 - Alger had
n id rabl a mpli hm n :h hadtaughtforawhil;

(Continued all Page 14)

Henry Wadsworth L ngfellow in his earty 30s, when he
was Smith Professor of Modem Languages at Harvard.

From the collectIOn of The Longfellow House. Cambndge M s

Editor. note: Edward L. Tucker is Professor of English at Virgin in
Polytechnic Institute and State University at Blacksburg. He i
currently working on the (oumals of Longfellow, now in manu­
script at Harvard University's Houghton Library.

Alger and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
.. Harvard days remembered

By dward L. Tucker
Ln December f1 , Henry Wad w rth L ngfell w

(1 07-1 2)r eiv dan ff rt b me mithPr fe r
f Modern Language at Harvard lIeg. He accept d

and deliver d hi fir t I cture n Ma 23, 1 7. Ln hi
n w p iti n he was required to prepar lecture n
lingui tic and literary ubj ; in additi n, h wa
e pected to direct veral nati e instructor in French,
German, Italian and Spani h. He held thi p siti n for 17
year, fficially re igrting hi Harvard profe orship on
Au .23,1 4.

Horatio Alg r, Jr., wa a tud nt at Harvard C Ileg
during L ngf II w' tenur . Alger nt r d Harvard in
th autumn f 1 at the ag f 16 and graduat d in
1 2, ranking ei hth in hi cia .1

There are vari u indicati ns that L ngfellow and
Alger d v I ped a highly pI a ant, valuabl relation-
hip. During hi enior year, Alger t k an elective

cour e in G rman, m stcertainJy taught by Longfell w.
Hi admirati n for the di tingui hed Cambridge p t
alway remain d tr ng, and in hi ficti n he ften
referr d t hi t acher and hi writin .

Alg rb rr wedatitle fap mb L n II w,"Th
acant Chair," f r a ketch he wr taut the untimely

death f the n f Pr id nt Franklin Pierc . S me f
Alger' war ballad , with title ucha" C pperhead'

reed" and "The Pric of Vict ry," wer written in the
tyle f L n f II w. Alg r' n vel entitled The Disagree­

able Woman wa influenced to orne e tent by
L ngfell w' "Evang line."

In the fall f1 75 Alg r publi h d 32 fhi be t poem
in a v lume ntitl d Grand'ther Baldwin' TJumksgivin .
He ent pie t vari u friend .

L ngfell w wr te a I tt r t hi f rm r tudent prai ­
ing th b k. Alger, in r ply, wr t L ngfell w n
Dec mber 16, 1 75:"1t i hardly neces ary f r me to a
how much I am gratifi d by Y ur w rd f appr vaL"

And then Alg r recall d n arli r incid nt. When h
wa a tud nt at Harvard, it was again t cial tiqu tt
f r tud nt t mingle fr Iy with faculty member. Y t
Alger and a fri nd Idly t k it up n thernselve t
visit Craigi Hou e, L ngfell w's h m . Alger wr te in
the I tter f 0 cember 16, 1 75: "Year ince, when at
c II ge, I r memb r callin up n you with a clas mat,
and 1 shall n t forget th kindne with which y u
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Alger and HenryWadsworth Longfellow
(Continued from Page 13)

he had graduated from the Cambridge Divinity School
in 1860; he had published Bertha's Christmas Vision: An
Autumn Sheaf (Boston, 1856); Frank's Campaign, or What
Boys Can Do on the Faml for the Camp (Boston, 1864); and
Paul Prescott's Charge: A Storyfor Boys (Boston, 1865); and
he had accepted a position as minister of the First
Unitarian Church of Brewster, Massachu etts.

Thi Journal entry, published here for the first time,
though brief, does suggest that Longfellow, now 58
years old, and Alger, now 33/ had advanced in their
friendship considerably beyond that of just teacher and
student.4

NOTES:
1. The biographical information on Alger comes from

the following ources: Gary chamhorst, Horatio Alger,
Jr. (Bo toni 1980); Gary Scharnhorst with Jack Bales, The
Lo t Life of Horatio Alger, Jr. (Bloomington, Ind., 1985);
Marilyn P. Karrenbrock, "Horatio Alger, Jr." in Dictio­
nary of American Biography: American Writers for
Children Before 1900, 42 (Detroit, 1985): 52-73.

2. Andrew Hilen, ed., The Letters of Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, 6 vol. (Cambridge, Mass, 1966-82). There
are al 0 no referenc s in Hilen to Alger' cousin, the
Unitarian minister, William Rounseville Alger (1822­
1905), author of Life of Edwin Forrest, tlte American Trage­
dian (Philadelphia, 1877) and A Critical History of the
Doctrille ofa Future Life ( ew York, 1878) and tran lator
of Oriental poetry in The Poetry ofthe East (Boston, 1856),
or to any other Alger .

3. For many years the firm of Ticknor and Fields had
occupied the old building on the comer of Washington
and School Streets in Boston, well known as "The Old
Comer"; the fum had now moved to Tr mont Stre t and
Hamilton Place. James Thomas Fields (1817-81), a part­
ner in Ticknor and Fields (1854-68), was editor of The
Atlantic Monthly (1861-70) and wrote Yesterday with

Alger received a letter of praise from Longfellow for
Grand'ther Baldwin's Thanksgiving, published by A.K.
Loring in 1875.

Author, 2 vol . (Bo ton, 1872). Gorge Peter Al xander
Healy (1813094)/ Boston-born portrait artist, i b st
known for his historical painting, "Web ter's Reply to
Hayne," which contain 130 individual portraits, in­
cluding Longfellow' .

4. The Journal ntry i printed by p rmi sion of the
Houghton Library, Harvard Univer ity.

The 32nd annual Horatio Alger Society convention
May 2 - 5,1996

The Queen's Inn -- Stratford, Ontario, Canada

• Make your plans now (use the enclosed green registration form)
• For hotel reservations, call The Queen's Inn directly at 1-519-271-1 400

or 1-800-461-6450 -- Major credit cards accepted
• For more information call Ivan and Marg McClymont at 1-519-233-3214
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'Eaitors note6oot
(Continued from Page 4)
eri that th previous bibli graphie either ignor d

c mpletely r contained in ufficient data. F r example,
thetwo-v lum Re luti naryWar rie by A.T. Dudl
revealed on Page 7 f thi i u will be included in the
new guide.

In the March-April ewsboy, Bart ybergwill write
about the p pular Plupy Serie by Henry A. Shute, and
the e book will al be included in the new guide, the
first time th y have appear d in any boys' book bibliog­
raphy. Several ther new eries revealed in recent is ue

f ewsboy will al b included.
The new guide ha ev ral f atur f intere t t

c lIector , including ph t f selected b , each
s ri given a 5-digit numb r (h Ipful if Y u c mputer­
ize your colle ti n invent ry) and cr s-indexing by
eries auth r( ) and tit! .

I'mn there making a al s pitch, butju tnotingthat
a new r ference guide wa I ng overdue. A Ed and
T 01. realize, if pr vi u error and mi ions were
rep ated, th guide w uld I e its valu to c Hect rs.
H pefully, it will b a accurat as we can make it given
the time con train f getting it publi hed reas nabl

n. In a sen e, a guide lik thi i pr vi ional,
h pefully wh n ev n 01. r inf rmati nand correcti n
are unc vered ver the ne tear r tw , a revi ed
diti n can be is u d.

When the k become available, ordering inf rma-
ti n will be pr vid d in thi and oth r publicati n that
upp rt our h bby.

A pr mised in the la t issue, here are the panels and
t pic for the Dime ovel, Pulp and Serie B ks ar a
annual P pular Cultur A iati nfAm rican Culture
A ceiation 01. ting to be held March 25-2 at the
Riviera H t I in La Va. I have includ d the PF
number of th se panelist wh are H.A.S. member .

Monday, March 25 - 12:30 to 2 p.m.
Dime Novel Days: Excerpts and Commentary Suroeyin

Nineteenth-Century Dime Novels. Edward T. L Blanc (PF­
015), Fall River, Ma s.

Frederick Whittaker's Dime Novels about antanta County,
Texas. Jame L. Evan, University of Texa -Pan Ameri­
can, Edinburg, T a.

On the Road with Robert Adams - Beadles' First Trav-
eling Salesman. Lydia C. Schurman, rthem Virginia
C mmunity C liege, Alexandria, Va.

Monday, March 25 - 2:30 to 4 p.m.
Pulp Detectives: AnAnthropological Perspectiveon Their

Sociological Mileux. Frank A. Salamone, I na C II ge,
w R h lie, N.Y.
Detective Stories in Family Story Papers 1855-1880.

Dawn Fisk Thomsen, 9934 Ferndale Ave., Columbia, Md.

On the Wings of Legend: The Reh"rn of the Dime ovel
Hero. J. Rand Iph C (PF-59), t. Olaf 11 g ,

orthfield, Minn.
Monday, March 25 - 4:30 to 6 p.m.

ScenesfromaStratemeyer Pilgrima e. Geoffre S. Lapin,
lndianap lis, Ind.

James l.J1wrence, Author of Popular Radio, Comic Strip
and eries Book Stories: An Insider's look at Hi Life and
Accomplishments. Jame Lawr nce, Jr., Whart n, .J.

Tfze l.J1dy and the Pre s: Harriet Adams Courts America.
llana ash, Los Angeles, Calif.

Tuesday, March 26 - 8:30 to 10 a.m.
Otherthan UncleWiggily: Lesser-Known Works ofHoward

Garis. J hn T. Dizer (PF-51l), Mohawk Valley C mmu­
nity College, Utica, .Y.

Nothing but the Facts: The Nonfiction Series World of
Sam and Beryl Ep tein. H nri Ach (PF-922), Hut n,
Te as.

Jules Vente, Bracebridge Hemyngand EdUKlrd Stratemeyer:
A Ca eof Plagiarism in 19th Century Literahlre. Jame D.
Ke line (PF- 9 ), San Diego, Calif.

Tuesday, March 26 - 10:30 a.m. to noon
Striking Out: The StratemeyerSyndicate and Boy' Sport

Books. William R. Gowen (PF-706), Mundelein, 111.
The American Southwest in Children' Series Books.

Jeann G. Howard, Gad den ( .M.) Hi h Sch I.
All the World Loves a Fat Boy, Doesn't It? H. Alan

Pickrell (PF-965), Em ry and H nry II ge, Em ry, a.
Tuesday, March 26 - 2:30 to 4 p.m.

The Reconversion of Cherry Ames, Anny Nurse. Mary
Lin ham, King's C liege, Wilkes-Barr, Pa.

Girls' Fiction byJosephine l.J1wrence. Deidre A. J hn n
(PF-596), West Chest r University, W t Ch t r, Pa

The Public School in American Girls' Series Fiction.
Kathl en Chamberlain (PF- 74), Em ry and Henry l-
Iege, Emory, Va.

In upcoming is ue : In March-April a menti n d,
we'll have Bart yber 's examinati n of the juv nile
writing f Judge Henry A. Shute, plu an th r in ur
erie onHoratioAlger,Jr.' hort torie fir tpubli hed

in th B ton American Union. AI ... a la t-minute
update on the convention.

The May-June i sue i ur conventi n i sue, whil in
mid- ummer we'll have a pecial presentati n n b k
autographed or inscribed by the auth r. We'll be r pr ­
ducing the ignature fr 01. Alg r ri ht n d wn t L
Edwards, Edward Stratemeyer, Everett T mHn nand
many others too numerous t 01. nti n.

We plan to is ue our 1996 Ro ter f M mb r al n
with th July-Augu t ewsboy.lf ou ha ean chan s
(h pefully, we get add res changes as they ccur) uch
a marital tatu, number f Alger wned and lh r
coli cting inter ts, plea c ntact E ecuti e ecr tary
Robert E. Kasper at his addre s list d n Page 2.
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WANTED

January-February 1996

The following Horatio Alger books (need not be original publications)

Hardback:
Ben Logan's Triumph
Bound to Rise; or Harry Walton's Motto
Finding a Fortune
Jacob Marlowe's Secret
Lost at Sea
Mark Stanton
A New York Boy
Nothing to Do
Nugget Finders
Seeking his Fortune
Tom Turner's Legacy
Walter Griffith

Periodicals:
A Bad Lot
Ben Barclay's Courage
Bully of the Village
A Child of Fortune
A Diamond in the Rough
Gerald's Mission
Hermit's Heir
Hugo the Deformed
Island Treasure
Kit Watson's Triumph
Live and Learn
Merchant's Crime
Mr. Craven's Stepson
Oliver the Outcast
Robert Coverdale's Struggle
Star of the Circus
Successful Paul
Tom Thatcher's Quest
Trials of Bernard Brooks
Up the Ladder

Paperback:
Abner Holden's Bound Boy
Ben Stanton, the Explorer
Bill Sturdy
Both Sides of the Continent
Dutiful Dan, the Brave Boy Detective
George Carter's Legacy
He Would Be a Mountebank
How His Ship Came Home
Never Despair
Paddle Your Own Canoe
Plucky Paul
Straight Ahead
Striving for Fortune
Trials and Adventures of Herbert Mason
Uncle Jacob's Secret
Val Vane's Victory
Wait til the Clouds Roll By
Young Ranchman of the Missouri

CONTACT:

David Collier (PF-943)
1845 Crestmont Court
Glendale, CA 91208
(818) 246-2468
Pager: (818) 542-2575

If you have any of these titles in another
format, I still am interested.


