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HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY

Presitfent's co{umn To further the philosophy ofHoratio Alger, Jr. and to encourage
the spirit ofStrive and Succeed that for haifa centuryguided Alger's
ulldaunted heroes - lads whose struggles epitomized the greal
American dream and flamed hero ideals ill countless millions of
young Americans.

Newsboy, the official new letter of the Horatio Alger
Society. I publi hed bi-monthly (six Is ues per y ar). Mem
ber hlp fe for any 12-month period I $20, with stngle Is ues
of Newsboy costtng $3.00. Please make all remlttan e pay
abl to the Horatio Alg r So iely. Member hip applications.
renewals. change of addres and other corre pondence
hould b s nt to Executive Se r tary Robert E. Kasper, 585

E. Sl. Andrews Drive. Media. PA 19063.
Newsboy Is tndexed tn the Modern LanguageAs oclation'

International Bibliography.

BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY B.A.S.
-HoratioAlger. Jr., A ComprehensiveBibUography, by Bob Bermetl

(PF-265).
-Horatio Alger or. TheAmerican Hero Era. by Ralph D. Gardner

(PF-053).
-The Fictional Republic: Horatio Alger and American Political

Discourse, by Carol NackenofT (PF-92I ).
-Publication Formats oj tile 59 Storie by Horatio Alger, Jr. as

Reprinted by the John C. Winston Co.• by Bob Sawyer (PF-455)
and Jim Thorp (PF-574).

-Horatio Alger Books Published by A.L. Burt. by Bradford S.
Chase (PF-412).

-Horatio Alger Books Publish d by M.A. Donohue & Co.. by
Bradford S. Chase (PF-412).

-HoratloAIg r Books Published by Whitman Publishing Co., by
Bradford S. Chase (PF-412).

-TIle Lost Life ojHoratio Alger. Jr., by Gary Scharnhorst with
Ja kBale (PF-258).
Newsboy ad rale : Full page. S32.00; one-half page. 17.00; one

quarter page, 9.00; per olumn In h (lin h deep by approx. 3 1/2lnch s
wid I, $2.00. Send ad . with check payabl to Horatio Alger Soc! !y, to
Robert E. Kasper. 585 E. 51. Andrews Dr., Media. PA 19063. The above
rates apply to all want ads. along with ads olli ring non-Alger books for
al . 1I0wever. Ills the polley of th 1I0ratio A1g r Socl !y to promole the

exchange of Alger books and relaled Alger malertal by providing space
free of charge to our m mbers for th sale only of u h mal rtaI. Send
uch ad or "Letlers to th EdItor" lo Newsboy edJtor WUllam R. Gowen

(PF-706) al23726 .Ov rhl1l DrIve. Lake Zurich. IL 60047.

OFFICERSYou may hav hard that ex cutiv cr taryemeri-
tu arl Hartmann had a heart attack earlier thi fall. The
g d n w i that his hart uffer d no damage and h
i at home doing well.

All of you who know ad know that he i a hard
working, consci ntious and dedicated person. Add
highly intelligent to that Ii t becau e ad' heart
attack occurred while h wa in a ho pital waiting
room. H wa th re to visit a relative, 0 wh n he was
tricken h wa able to receive prompt emerg ncy

attention.
I know that Carl and Jean would appreciate a card or

not wi hing them w ll. Wh n I spok to him a f w
we k ago he wa in great pirit and he plans to be at the
conv ntion a u ual. So tho of you who are trying to
break hi att ndance r cord will still be trying to catch
up! ad' addr i 4907 Alii on Driv , Lan ing, Ml
48910.

peaking f the onvention, plan ar moving ahead
for the w Hampshire meeting. Angelo Sylvester, our
ho t for 1997, wa vi ited by executive ecr tary Rob
Ka p r in ptember and they vi ited several place and
ettl d on excell nt, yet r a onably priced accommoda

tion - the Mount Wa hington Valley Motor Inn in
orth onway.
Hot I r gi tration information will b included in the

January-February ewsboy, but a I mentioned, the
room rat hould be very, v ry good.

By the way, don't forget that the convention i ched
ul d for th third w ek nd in May thi time. That will b
May 15-18, 1997 (the weekend aft r Moth r' Day). New
England ha orne of the very b st book-hunting in the
country. L t' if we can make thi a r cord year for
aU ndance.

A some of you know, I have been doing a lot of
bu in traveling lately. Unfortunately, I haven't had a
lot of time to go "booking," but I did get to no e around
a little bit in w Z aland. (Whil I'm on the ubject, if
you ev r get th opportunity to vi it ew Zealand 
tak it. It' one of the mo t b autiful place I've ev r

n).
Anyway, I w nt to a couple of intere ting little book

tores in hristchurch. One of them is a four- tory
trea ur ch t for collector , exc pt, of cour e, that they
had no Alger and very few American series books.

1did manage to pick up a set of r print of orne of the
(Continued on Page 6)
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Those lllagnificent
Munsey paperbacks

By Robert E. Kasper (PF-327)

The Horatio Alger Society Repo itory, locat d at
North rn Illinois University (NIU), recently obtained

a copy of the supremely rare first edition of Tom Tracy
issued by Frank A.
Munsey in 1888. This I,,4~ at /Ut4t~ I
title was publi hed
llSing th unc mmon Alger p eudonym Arthur Lee
Putnam.

LC, th nation's large t on-line catalog, locates no
other copies of the first edition in any other library. I
know of only thr e Society members who have thi book
in their collections.

Tom Tracy wa first published as a rialization in
Golden Argosy, Volume 4, 0.199, to VolumeS, 0.214.
The story ran from Sept. 25, 1886 through Jan. 8, 1887. The
first book format was published in May 1888 as No. 10 in
Munsey's Popular Series for Boys and Girls.

The first edition was issued in orange paper wrap
pers and contained four illustrations. Mun ey also pub
lished two other Alger first editions in this format 
Number 91 by Arthur Lee Putnam in 0 c. 1887 (No. S)
and The Young Acrobat by Horatio Alger, Jr. in March
1888 ( 0.8).

I have b en coll cting Alger for some 30 years and
have n Muns y paperbacks off red only twic , both
at auctions. The fir t time was in June 1973 when Society
memb r Morri I n consigned his coll ction to Sotheby
Park Bernet in New York. That collection contained all
thr e Mun y pap rbacks written by Alger. In 1984, a
copy of The Young Acrobat wa auctioned at the H.A.S.
convention in Nashua, N.H. That book wa from the
library of Soci ty member Dick Seddon.

Shortly after Mun y published Tom Tracy, it wa
reprinted by Frank Lovell & Company in its Leather
Clad Tales, also in pap r wrapper. Frank Lovell as-
umed Mun y's publi hing busine sin 1889, including

the dead tock of already-is ued books. In th begin
ning, Lovell pasted Leather-Clad covers over the or
ang Mun y pap rback and tipped in his own title
page. When that tock wa d pleted he print d the
b oks from his own plate .

Frank Lov 11 was ucceed d by his brother John
(doing bu ine a United Stat Book ompany) in 1890
and he continued the Leather-Clad eri , adding ix

(Continued on Page 4)
----------

Cover, top, and title page of Frank A. Munsey's first
edition, in paperback, of Tom Tracy. Northern Illinois University
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OUR OFFER
TOTHE BOYS AND GIRLS.

t£aitor's note-DOD

W. hue OD haJld ODe hUDdrtd &Del
' ....Dty.fl.. oopl. of "1'..T~or .l Lmf·
••~". a 'ffty IDt.NlItiDr IlW. amat.l11r
book ot t.d.tDta.....

Detlroa. of iIIereuinr ourcireuJatiOD at.
ODot ...e off'er them .. premiuma ill t.ha
foUowlog 1D&DDU.
. E..ry knlll Illbecriber will noel.e a
ooP,fru. . .

E.ery penlOD ...ho MDda ua fln wbtc:rip.
HODl at 11.00 will noel.. a oopyfr'ee. IlJId
the WberipUODI wiU tak. thtir chaDoea
of winniDlllJIot.hw book. •

The penlOD ND4iD, III th. JargMt Dum.
ber of lubec1'ietfoDl befON the 6ftt of
Marcb. 1883 ",U r""I ill additiOD to
the priUlll off'ered ..bo OM doDG,. in poId t

SODd iD ,oor nbecriptiODl at 0000. Do
Dot ....it UlItil yoar liat II oomplete. but
Nod .. yOD gather tb.m. aDd Ute D1lJDber
wiU be plr.otd to your crtd.it.

AddrMt, "<>0- AMDICWI Bon".

THE AnnEST 01" TOM TIlA.CT.-Seo page 26.

Those magnificent Munsey paperbacks
(Continued from Page 3)
more Alger tit! s during that year. Tho e ix books were
first editions also.

The first hard-cover dition of Tom Tracy was pub
li hed by John Lovell in 1890 in the Rugby Series. It was
subsequently is ued by other publisher, including
American Publishers Corporation, International Book
Company, Street & Smith, Caldwell, David McKay and
Federal Book Company.

Street & Smith also issued several paperback editions
of Tom Tracy, th first on March 3, 1900. This wa o. 51
in the Medal Library series, with Arthur Lee Putnam still
listed as the author. Street & Smith quickly i sued o. 51
again, this time listing Horatio Alger, Jr. a the author.

All other ub qu nt printings of Tom Tracy by tr et
& Smith and other publishers listed Horatio Alger, Jr. a
the author.

The frontispiece from Munsey's paperback first edition
of Tom Tracy, which was used as an internal illustra
tion in later hard-cover editions. Northern Illinois Univers"y

you wilJ read in the flyer encJo ed with this i sue, th
ewsboy editorial office has moved. Not that far- about

ix mile - but till a very complicated move, due to your
editor' 25-year accumulation at his current apartment.

While I'm not u ually here to make xcuse, the rea on
thi i sue i nearly two months late i tied to my move,
which involv d (1) looking for a hou e, (2), buying it and
phasing in the move over a one-month period.

Th curr nt delay will inevitably also push the 0

vember-December Newsboy back. I intend to have it in
your hands by Christmas, with the January-F bruary
issue out on it regular schedule, around Feb. 1. That
i. ue, by the way, will includ our annual onvention
preview.

Anyway, orry for any inconveni nee this may have
cau ed.

n anoth r somewhat related topic, the official H.A.S.
Ro ter will be updated and sent to you as soon as possible.

ne thing holding it up i my de ire to includ e-mail
addre e ofall members who are on-line and wish to have
th ir e-mail addr e Ii ted. I really must have this infor
mation within the next month, 0 write me at my new

add r e
Ii ted both
at the bot
tom of Page
2 or on the
enclosed
flyer.You
canalso take
this time to
give me any
last-minute
change,
particular!y
your tele
phone area
code if it is a
new one.
Mine wa
changed last
February
and I know
oth r urban

areas are al 0 adding new area codes as I write this.
Moving on to old bu ine ,the above adverti ement

appear d in Edward Stratemeyer' Our American Boys,
(Continued on Page 10)
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The Book Of Life Has losed
MAGDALE E B. Van AMP

WIFE OF

EDWARD TRATEMEYER
Octob r 24 1868

May 24, 1935
To Live In Hearts We Leave

B hind Is ot To Die."

With Tender Devotion
We Turn The Last Page

EDWARD TRATEMEYER
October 4 1862
May 10 1930

The Final Chapter loses.
Leaving In Young Hearts The

Memory Of Fine Ideals

Section E, Lot #5122: STRATEMEYER

Photograph of th gray tone tak n by my br th r
(Continued on Page 7)

The Stratemeyer graveslte in Evergreen Cemetery,
Hillside, N.J. Photo by Rev. Paul J. Walther

stones themselve . First, the literary patriarch himseU:

By Peter C. Walther (PF-548)
Once upon a time (actually, just a f w months ago)

a r doubtable knight a tride his white charger recounted
an amazing tal :an astounding archival adventure remi
niscent of th tales of Scheherazade, Chaucer and
D cameron all roll d into on .

Sir Jack (or ir alahad, as he would have u believe)
and hi quart t of earn st kers after truth actually
mad it back alive to tell their tory, and we who read
thi e traordinary account can only thir t for mor . A
a tepid equ I to their fabl I can but recount my own
personal "Erzahlung" a Tannhau eror Lohengrin would
have aid.

Lacking the choladyexp rtise or literary acumen of
this quintet I now offer to you, kind reader, my tale of
mi ery, di ea and death.

Let u nt r a cemetery: not any cemetery, mind you,
but The Evergr en emetery, 1137 North Broad St.,
Hillside, .J. As the Association point out: "The
Evergreen emetery, e tablished in 1853 as a non-profit
corporation, i compri ed of 115 acres situated east of

orth Broad Street, Hillside, on the Elizabeth City
Line.

The cemetery, well know for its beauty, has two
ntrance gat ,one at th comer of Lower Road, and

North Broad Street, and the other at North Road oppo
site Coe Avenue, Hillside. It is one-haU mile from Route
22 and 2 miles from the Vaux Hall Exit (140 or 141) from
the Garden State Parkway."

There are, of course. many individuals who have
th ir final r ting plac here; orne famous but rno t of
them not 0 famous. What the Association fails to tell us
is that the final remains of Edward Stratemeyer and hi
family are interred here. As the Straterneyer archival
records are w II conceal d within a prominent building
in ew York City, so the dust of generational
Stratemey r ar qually well concealed within view of
the evergreen .

ow, P t r, nough! ast a ide the e gothic trap
pings and move along ...

Two eparat location de erve our attention, and all
information r corded com s direct from the grave-

Editors note: For the convenience of members not having copies
of the November-December 1987 ewsboy, in which the
Stratemeyer gravesite photographs accompanying this article fir I
appeared, serveral of the photographs are reprinted herewith.

A 8traty~m~y~r n~.ttnl.ngy
... with random thoughts
on German orthography
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MEMBERSHIP
(Continued from Page 2)
Biggl b ks. Biggle is Briti h rie written by W.E.
John (1 93-196 ). The eries wa tarted around the
Fir t World War and has continued. Biggles is a British
flying ace who ave the world single-handedly at every
tum. ot a bad eri , actually, and the books eem to be
fairly hard to get in the States.

In my fir t column I laid out four g als for the next
couple of year. ne of the e wa to increase member-
hip and con ention attendanc . Of cour e, convention

attendanc i an excellent way to build member hip. I
know that, beau e I was hooked aft r my first conv n
tion ( at kill, .Y.).

In fact, I an think of only one person who ha
attended one of our convention who did not ultimately
join (I'm ur ther ar other out there, I ju t don't
remember them).

I chall nge ach of you to "bring a friend" to n t
year' c nv ntion. If they are interest d in Alger or
b ok coil cting in general - gr at - if not, they
probably will be after the convention. If at least 30
p r nt f th att nding memb r bring a friend, w 'll
put th m mber' and the fri nd' nam into a drawing
f r a ry pecial priz (l hav m thmg in mind, but
I want to discu it with a couple of people first).

F r ample, if \ ha 60 memb r in att ndanc
and at I a t 1 of th m ha e brought a fri nd ( pou e
d n t unt) - th n w '11 h th drawing for that
v ry pe ial prize.

If thi idea wor , maybe w an expand it and mak
it a r gular f atur . L t me know what you think.

P. .: If your fd nds ar in doubt, t 11 them how much
fun th au ti n are.

P.P..: m of you ar till having trouble with my
-mail addr . It i li ted corr ctly b low. Don't forg t

th <p ri d> b tw en the "j" and th "cadick."

Your partic'lar friend,
John adick
P.O. Box 49557

arland, TX 75049-5578
-mail: j.cadick@i ee.org

New members
Bill Roach (PF-978)
3101 West 26th St.
Lawrence, KS 66047-2706
(913) 843-5985
Bill i a colleg profe or who intere t in Alger in
volve e-texts and electronic resource .

Bob Brindamour (PF-979)
941 Hillstown Rd.
Manchester, CT 06040-7117
(860) 633-5519
Bob i a firefight r who njoy coll cting and r ading
Alger and other ries books, for which he and hi wii
Pat are al 0 d aler . Hi oth r hobbi includ wim
mingo He learned about th Soci ty from Brad Cha e,
Rob Ka per and Bill ow n.

Change of address
David B. Edward (PF-944)
P.O. Box 8
Fort Dix, 0 640-000

William R. Gowen (PF-706)
23726 . Ov rhill Dr.
Lake Zurich, IL 60047
(847) 726-8946

Do you have an e-mail address?
!fyou do, send it immediat ly toeditor William
R. Gowen at his new addr s/ above, so we can
includ it in th n w official roster. Also, if you
have moved or if your t lephone ar a code ha
changed within the pa t year, let us know.

Start ITlaking your plans now!
A reminder: The 33rd annual Horatio Alger Society convention in North Conway, N.H. will take
place May 15-18, 1997, two weeks later than usual. Convention and hotel registration
information, plus a preliminary agenda, will appear in the January-February issue of Newsboy.
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A ~rnty.em.e!J.er n.errnlngy
(Continued from Page 5)
Paul, along with Stratem yer' La t Will and Te tament,
were first publi h d in ewsboy in ovember-Decem
ber 19 7, along with other information I upplied to past
editor ilbert Westgard.

Second, Edward's family:
ection FLat #77

(dash s are supplied here illegibl ):

TRATEMEYER
Maurice Henry 1854 1920
Annie Lucinda 1860 1957

TRATEMEYER
Irving R. 1885 1974
lice Irene 1889 1948

nna iegel
[wife of]

Henry J. tratemeyer
Oct. 20 1828

ov. -,1905

Henry 1. tratemeyer
[all dates illegible]

Louis C. tratemeyer
born ov.28 1856
died ept. 10 1905

Maurice
son of
M.-

Jan. -,1888
aged 5 years & -

orne of thi confusion can be cleared up. Further
data wa uppli d by the office staff, dir ct from the
cem t ry ledger them elve . A careful tudy pro id d
th following, in line with the individual cited above:

Maurie H. tratemeyer wa interred May 31, 1920,
age 65 year, 7 month, 17 day. Caus of death:
Carcirnona [ ic: probably Carcinoma] of pro tate. Did
h have pro tate cancer? onsulting the ewsboy ar
ticle cited above, one will e that Edward Stratemeyer
remember d hi broth r Maurie in hi will, drawn up
a mere three months before Maurice's death.

Annie L. wa interred October 24,1957, age 97 years.
Cause of death was not given. Had anyone thought to
consult her she would have been a rich source of
Stratemeyeriana, with memori s of the Stratemey r
brothers and her in-laws.

Irving R. Stratemeyer: no furth r data available.
Alice Irene was interred January 23, 1948, ag 58

years, 6 months, 21 day . Cau e of d ath: Carcinoma of
Cervix Heri [cervical cancer?]. Her husband survived
another 26 years.

Anna was interr d ovember 21, 1905 at age 77.
Cau e of death: Chronic Endocarditis. She survived h r
son Loui ' death by two months.

Henry J. Stratemeyerwas interred July 13, 1917atag
66 year and 5 months. Cau e of death: Stricture of
Ossappagu [sic: Esophagus]. We have encountered the
name of Maurice and Louis before, but thi i a
Stratemeyer we know nothing about.

Loui C. Stratemeyer was interr d Septemb r 13,
1905, age 49 years. This is most certainly "Louis Char! ."
Cause of death: Carcinoma of Pancress [sic: Panerea ].
Did he have pancreatic cancer? As can be se n, Edward
lost a brother and his mother within two months of ach
other.

Maurice H. Stratemeyer wa interred January 6,
1888, age 5 years, 5 months. Cau e of death: Paralysis.
Probably the fir t Stratemeyer Jr. we know of; maybe th
only one.

ow comes the really good part. E cept for Irving,
the cemetery records have added considerably to our
knowledg of the ven Stratemeyers buried in ction
F, Lot #77. However, the burial books show another six
individuals <!} int rred th re without marker. What w
know of them follows:

• G orgeStratemeyer,interr dAugust29,1954,ag
35. Cau e of death: Cholera.

• George F. Stratemeyer, interred Septemb r 25,
1954, age 2 months. Cause of death: Summer Complaint.
My grandmother u ed that term extensively, common
in childhood deaths of another generation

• Child of Henry L. tratemey r, interr d July 28,
1888, till born. Who wa henry L.? Should it have read
HenryJ.?ThusGrandmotherStrat m y rio ttwogrand
children within almost six months: January and July of
1888.

• Julius H. Stratemeyer, interred D ember 27,1891,
age 75 year, 1 month. au e of death: Drop y. Did h
die on Christma day or Christma Eve? Certainly a sad
holiday for the family. Did this ev nt alter th cope of
the Stratemeyer stationery bu ine ?

• hild of Henry J. Stratemey r, interr d January 15,
1880, still born.

• Arthur T. Stratemeyer, interred July 12, 1891, age
(Continued on Page 8)
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concluded. Unlike our knight'S experience you may
visit Evergreen Cemetery and communed with the dead
as long and as often as you wish. Mine occurred on June
19,1990 in company with my brother, a man of the cloth,
who knows more of the raison d'etre of such metaphysi
cal matters than I do. It was a comforting afternoon, and
I mean that most sincerely. Gone but not forgotten ...

But my pen is not yet idle. I leave you to examine local
Newark/Elizabeth newspaper obituaries or Elizabeth
city directories in order to clarify some of the issues
presented above. For instance: has anyone bothered to
check, say, the 1890 directory to find out just where the
StratemeyerStationery Businesswas located?Itwouldn't
b much trouble. Is the building still standing?

Also, some obituaries I could think of would be most
revelatory. The Stratemeyer male lineag did not appear

to be a hearty race.
Irving and George
are all we know of
at this juncture
who urvived well
into the 20th cen
tury. There may,
of course, be oth
erswhosemereex
istence confounds
us. An ironic fate
may well have de
creed that few
male Stratemeyers
survived to read
and enjoy their
relative's hero fic
tion.

As Sherlock
Holme had his

Burke's Peerage, so Peter Walther has his Brockhaus,
with which he will fire one final alvo.

We all know how family names got twisted about
from one continent to another. Immigrants often find
their surnames all but impossible to pronounce by
others in a new land and so devise some convenient
alt ration.

For instance, my friends the Millspaughs recently
told me that the original family name, in Germany, was
probably "Melsbach" or "Malzbach"; i.e., "Malz" (malt
maker) and "Bach" (brook). ther name have been
imilarly modified.

Another for in tance: Stratemeyer. it i a very uncom
mon name and we encounter it but rarely elsewhere. I
am positive (or as sure as I can b ) that it also underwent
orne developmental proce s. When henry (Heinrich?)

and Julius Stratemeyer or their forbears immigrated to
this country it was not as "Stratemeyer" that they may

i\ ~atrmr!lrrnrrrnln!J!l
(Continued from Page 7)
10 months, 7 days. au of death: Cholera Infantum.

Ba d on what I know, which often is very little, I will
now att mpt to recon truct the Stratemeyer family tree
given the above death records. There are many missing
piec of th puzzle but ince an imperfect start is better
than none at all I postulate the following:

The s condary sources recount how an elder
Stratemeyer rushed off to the California gold fields in
1849, died, and 0 the widow Stratemeyer married her
broth r-in-Iaw. It can hang together. For instance, her
tone c rtainly show Anna Siegel was the wife of Henry

J. trat mey r.
How ver, according to the ledgers, he is definitely

not buried in the
Stratem y r plot;
doe he Ii per
hap in les and
still born. His wif ,
however, i not
with him; did she
die els wh re, or
did he remarry
and i buried with
her econd h u 
band?

Infant Arthur,
who liv d 10
month, wa th
probabl son of
Maurie or H nry.
I P ulat Louis
r main d a bach
elor. Ial 0 uppo
Irving, of whom w know v ry little, wa a on of
afor aid Maurice or Henry, and lived to a ripe matu
rity. H wa in all probability Stratemeyer's nephew,
who e wif al 0 li with him. Irving's son wa orge
(1919-1954) who, in tum, had a on eorg F. (1954).
Both father and son died a month apart. Anna Si gel was
the auth r' moth r.

We must also note in passing Alice Roll Hill, of
Elizab th, N.J....my b loved ni c ... [to whom] I I ave
the urn of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) in ca h," to
quot from Edward' will. She was probably Maurice'
daught r, grown to maturity and herself married.

Aft r paying your r pects at the Stratemeyer
grav ite you may walk due north and almost at the
boundary line you will ob erve the final resting place of
Ever tt T. Tomlin on and his family. But that is another
tory.

This vi itation of mine to another holy Grail is now
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have been known.
In Germany, a "Meier" or "Meyer" as we know it on

these shores, is a tenant farmer." The closest original I
can conceive for a "Stratemey r" would be a
"Strassemeier," that is to say a tenant farmer" who lived
near"a str t."

There would certainly be a "Waldmeier" (those liv
ing near a wood or for t) or a "Steinemeier" (tho
living near a cluster of rocks) in existence today, living
for all we know in German clusters in this country.
Lovers of old phonograph recordings may have heard of
one Meta inemeyer, a G rman soprano (1895-1929).
So, working on the hypothesis of a "Strassemeier," why
indeed would the family have changed it?

Two obvious explanations present themselves to me.
First: the name "Strassemeier" would not have appeared
o in 19th century

Teutonic docu
mentation but as
Stra13emeier. This
strange, at lea t to
oureyes,devic (13)
was used exten
sively for many
German words in
place of a double
S. "Stras " was al
ways spelled thu :
"Stra13e."

Although now
passing out of
vogue (although
you will find it oc
casionally) it was
mo t pr valent in
an earlier time. It
is known a an "es-t t." As it doe not appear in any
Anglican or American word that I know of, the
Stratemeyer may have decided to discard its u age in
their new-found land. Who besides similar German
compatriots would hav even a clue a to it meaning?
However, "Stras emeier" would still have been awk
ward.

Second thought: th German "Stras e" is still pro
nounced a if the initial consonant were an "sh" 
"shtrasse." of cour e, tho e in German lands have no
problem at all, but Americans may ha e had difficulty
with it obviou guttural quality. Try it ...fa ter now...
"Schtra- h-my- r." Th olution pre en i If: mak
the" " sibilant, as in any other" " word in the English
language, and "Schtra e" b come "tra e." Even
impler: "Strate." the ev luti n from "Straflemeier"

t "Stras em ier" t "tratemeier" t "Stratemey r"
does not appear t far-f tched.

I am not saying at all, mind you, that that's what
occurred. I'm only posing a working hypothe is.
"Stratemeyer" is an uncommon name, I'll say it again, so
you are welcome to the joy of working out your own
approach.

What were the Stratemeyers' religious affiliation?
Did they have any? We know Edward's funeral in
1q930 took place in an Episcopal church, yet, a the
15th edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica tell u :
"It [the Protestant Episcopal Church] was part of the
Anglican Communion, formally organized in Phila
delphia in 1789 as the successor to the Church of
England in the American colonies," we can hardly
conceive of the German Stratemeyers before their
removal to America would have been Episcopalian.

What then? Roman Catholic? Maybe: they cer
tainly would not
have been the
first to forswear
their faith for a
milder Protestant
ethic.

Lutheran? Pos
sible: they also
would not have
been the first to
assume the trap
pings of a sup
po ed white-col
lar gentility by
worshipping pis
copalian. There
should have b n,
it seems to me, a
local rman
Lutheran congre

gation that the family could have gravitated to.
Jewish? Possible again: the surname itself, plu the

"Juliu " and "Irving" choices, tend to sugg st a Hebraic
tradition.

It was in 1977 that Mr . Harriet Adams herself, who
must have known most of these individuals as Uncle
Louis, Cousin .Irving, Grandma Anna, Uncle Maurice,
told me where her father is buried, which resulted in my
in scholarship, som may claim that my article is merely
rich in peculation while others of a particularly nasty
persua ion may claim it is rich in oth r things. I am,
however, assured of one truth: that I have provided a
ecure springboard for further inve tigation into th

Stratemeyer arena.
A Hor ehair would have aid (or Pelig Snugger,

take your pick):
"Drat them boy!"
Stratemeyer Live Eternal.



Page 10 NEWSBOY September-October 1996

Striving for Fortune

Limited edition of 50 copies
$24 each, postpaid

David Collier (PF-943)
1845 Crestmont Ct.
Glendale, CA 91208-2619
1-818- 246-2468
(If not home, leave a message)

LFO

The rare Street & Smith paperback
(Alger Series, No. 42) in a bound facsimile
edition with colored cover (reproduced by
laser from the original paperback), 253 pp.

For Alger title collectors, this is an alter
nate title for Walter Griffith.

Brad Chase picked up these Donohues here and there
over a long period, paying a buck or three per title.

But how about an Alger for $2,250?
I received last month from Jack Bales (PF-258) a page

from the recent catalog of books offered by Mac Donnell
Rare Books of Austin, Texas. In it is offered Do and Dare in
an 1884 Porter & Coates first edition (the small "brown
apples" cover, this one in the burnt gold-colored cloth).

What made this offering very desirable, according to
the dealer, was an inscription in the book from Alger to
three sons of the prominent industrialist William Henry
Vanderbilt, dated April 25, 1885.

"Alger presentation copies are very rare in any form,
rarer still in first editions and ever rarer when igned," so
states the advertisement. "No inscribed copies of his books
have appeared at auctions in the last 20 years and we know
of only two offered by booksellers in the last 10 years, both
in reprints, both unsigned."

The blurb goes on with biographical sketches of the
elder Vanderbilt as well as Alger (th latter taken from
Ralph Gardner's book).

Would you pay $2,250 for this book? Bale offer this
suggestion: "Why not get two - at that price?"

Again, I hope you enjoy this issue of ewsboy, as late
as it is. We'll be back in your homes in time for the holidays
with the November-December issue.

t£aitors note6oot
(Continued from Page 4)

Vol. 1, No.1, publi hed in January 1883 outof his Elizabeth,
.J. home. If you remember our discussion last issue,

Stratemeyer' likely fir t published work, dating from 1878,
was a pamphlet titled The Tale ofa Lumbennan.

This advertisement offers further insights into
tratemeyer the publisher. It' interesting to note that five

year after he put out the pamphlet, he still had 125 copies
left and was using them a ''premiums'' to build a subscrip
tion ba e for his new story paper. Of course, we now know
that Our American Boys was short-lived, so this offer does
not look lik it served it purpose too well.

In the ame issu , Stratemeyer also has an adverti e
ment for "Book and Job Printing of Every De cription,
E ecuted eatly, Quickly and Cheaply." Whether

tratemeyer had a printing press in his basement or garage
or, more likely, wa acting as a front man for the printer of
TIle Tale ofa Lumberman, the Elizabeth firm of J.D. Baehr &
Co., we can't a certain at this tim .

In this i ue, coincidentally, we go from the Alpha to the
mega of Stratemeyer, with a fa cinating article by Peter

C. Walther (PF-548) titled"A Stratemeyer ecrology." If
you haven't read it yet, plea e do so.

Our main Alger article deals with the rare Mun ey
pap rbacks, one of which was recently added to theHoratio
Alger Society Repository at orthem Illinois University.

NIU, incidentally, is continually adding to it collection,
which hould be a real eye-opener when NIU hosts the
Alger Cent nnial Convention in 1999. If you have any
qu tions, or wish to donate toward the H.A.S. repository
endowment, call amuel T. Huang at (815) 753-0255.

peaking of the NIU Alger repository, Brad Chase
(PF-412) and his wife Ann visited DeKalb in August to
complete the donation of his M.A. Donohue Alger col
lection. An article and photo is scheduled for the No
vember-D cember is ue on this gift, a ignificant one
becau M.A. Donohue wa a Chicago publisher.

,~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

'" Alger Books ~
Whether you're a collector or dealer In Horatio Alger books,
illustrative art, posters, magazines, newspapers, paper
backs, books, catalogs...almost any printed paper itemn

you're sure to enjoy, and benefit from Pllper Col/ectors'
Mllrketplllce. Sample $2.00 (Subscribe and receive $2.00
advertising credit plus a FREE 25-word classified ad.)

12 monthly Issues only $19.95

Paper Collectors' Marketplace
P.O. Box 128?3 • ScandInavia, WI 54977

~ SeNlng the hobby sInce 1983 ~

~~ilI;;;;;;;;==~~=======;;l("'~
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All the world loves a
fat boy doesn't it?

by H. Alan Pickrell (PF-965)

teph n King, arguably the mo t successful novelist
of the latter half of the 20th century, i also, arguably, the
most prolific processor of American popular culture.
Indeed, King s ms to process and re-distill everything
from eries books,
pulps, dime novel ,
comics and cartoons
to old movie and old
rock 'n' roll. His recy
cling of th se old, familiar images frequently creates a
distinct edge of unea ines , however, as he tends to
delve a littl more d ply into the t reotype to pr ent
a truth that has been previously obscured.

In hi 1986 b t- II r, It, King examine a group of
seven young p ople, roughly 12 year of age (the age at
which many of u were r ading serie books), who call
them elves "The Loser Club."l The club i composed of
one female, from the wrong side of the tracks; and six
male : an asthmatic, who is not allowed to participat in
normal acti itie ; a skinny "four-eye ," who len
re emble the bottom of a Coke bottl ; th single black
child in the mall Main town; a Jewi h boy, who fac s
as much prejudice as the egro boy d ; a stutter r,
who cannot xpr s hi thought; and a fat boy.

In th character of B n Hanscomb, the fat boy, King
allows the reading audience to go beyond the appear
ance and actions of the character and to nter into his
mind and emoti ns. Thi is som how un ettling and
uncomfortable, for unlike Chet Morton, career fat boy
and per nnial id kick to th Hardy Boys, Ben, although
awar of hi fatn ,i extremely ensitive to it.

This ensitivity cau e him to elect hot, uncomfort
able clothing which i cut to, he b Ii ves, disguise his

Editor's note: This article was presented as a paper on March 26,
1996 at the 26th annual meeting ofthe Popular Culture Association
in LAs Vegas, Nevada.

size. He is If-con ciou and, omehow, alienated from
others, because he is aware that he i ,in orne way,
disgu ting to "normal" peopl .

Ben is th object of fun to others, and although hurt
by that fact, he is incapable of anger at such insensitivity,
believing, as he does, that he somehow deserve their
scorn. He is the target of bullie and knows the fear and
discrimination that come from being singled out be
cause of a phy ical characteristic. Although d eply in
love with Beverly Marsh, the one feminine member of
The Lo er , Ben cannot bring himself to admit it to her
b cau e he fears her derision. Love isn't for fat boy.

Ben is the product of conflicting ocietie and p y
chologies. While he is intelligent enough to know what
his problems are, he i neither old enough nor peri
enced enough to know what to do about them.

His single parent (mother) comes from an ra which
believed that a fat baby was a healthy baby, but also ha
a ubcon dous agenda which realizes that, 0 long a
Ben is dependent upon the food he provide ,h will b
all hers. H i a sugar junkie, becaus sugar take him on
a metabolic high, and he eats, as w 11, to forg t and to
overcome anxiety. Food equates security and take th

(Continued on Page 12)
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All the world loves afat boy - doesn't it?
(Continued from Page 11)

pIa f friend for Ben Han comb.
Fat boy have frequently figured in literatur and

p cially, juvenile rie books. Howe er, th e char
acter have u ually b en portrayed tereotypically a
clown and buffoon. Th yare fr qu ntly de crib d a
full of jokes, fun, or good humor. ometime, th y ar
de rib d a p pular within their chools, town , vil
lage , or peer groups, but they are Idom depicted a
1 aders.

In an verwhelming numb r of in tance , they are
actually ubordinate t and tol rated by a group com
p d of (and dominated by) lender, well-built or
athl ti -app aring, hand om youth. The fat b y i
nev r de crib d as hand m: hi vi ag i depict d a
jolly looking, round, nil/in ,perspiring, red, freck/ed, beam
ing, but n er hand om . Hand orne, active youth are
the norm, but th fat boy are ab rration , tolerated by
the r t of th group for amu ement value and that ort

f frat rnalloyalty that ay , "A long as he b long to
our bunch, we can ab orb him."

ne of th mo t popular of the early American eries
wa th adv nture of Frank M rriwell, written by

ilb rt Patten under the Burt L. Standish p eudonym.2

In thi ri, b gun in 1896 in Str et & Smith' Tip Top
Weekly, th fat contingent i per onilied by Han
Dunn rwur t. Han i a "Dutch" boy with all the dialect
and t r otypes appertaining. In addition to his accent
and hi girth, Han i 0 stolid as to eldom b come
di ati fi d with anything about himself.

Whil hi antic on th athletic field entertain hi
friends tr mendously, Hans takes himself quite seri
ou ly and i mo t self- ati fied and plea ed with him-

If. Although Han i tolerated and regarded with
amu ment, h i an out id r - a hi dial ct h Ip to
d monstrate. He is, in many way, foolish, gullible,
naiv and cr dulou . Ind d, h i the victim of a
r ok d gambling ch me.

In many ituation, Han is pr ent d a being not
too bright. And he i never an integral part of the
friend hip network that Frank M rriwell xperiences
with other boy at chool.

E n t chnology fail d to improve the lot of the fat
boy. The otor Boy erie (created by the Stratem yer
Syndi at in 1906) includ B b Bak r in it ca t of
character. Bob, call d "chunky" (''because of hi fat
n ")3, icon tantly c nc rn d about f d: when and
wh r and how to get th mo t and the b st quality
po ibl. Th other boy on tantly make jok and
ab ut and allu ions to Bob' weight and appearance. H

ms to take th e comment in stride, but what choice
d h have? He may not like th ir remark but he ha

no choice other than to toleratre them, for that is how
and why the others remain hi friends.

In addition to hi ize and concern about nouri h
ment, Bob is clumsy. When h drives the motor car, an
accident is mo t apt to happen, for his reflexe are not a
quick a tho e of the other boy . H looks for opportu
nitie to take nap, which indicate that he is lazy. He
t nd to be timid about g tting into fight un! h is
with hi friends or is well-armed at the time. Thus come
the notion that fat boys ar phy ically inactive.

This is not neces arily in the ca e in another arly
Stratemey r Syndicat ri, The Darewell Chums.
Fenn Masterson - known a "tumpy" becau e he i
hort and stout - fr quently tri to get a game of

ba eball started. He i al 0 a hiker, and he and th other
boys fr quently hike thr ugh th wood or down to the
river to fi h. In addition, they row boat and g nerally
b ha e as boys are uppo d to b ha . H w er, nn
i not a 1 ader in his group; actually, he ms to be a
natural victim and cap goat. This is beau e, lik other
fat boys, he is naive, cr dulou and gullible, and like
oith r fat boys, he is th subj ct of fat joke and insensi
tive remarks by his fri nds.

Fat boy idekic ,like Fenn, are frequently r f rred
to a "jolly." Th y have to b , beau e they have to
withstand so much abu at their own expens . And,
like other fat boy characters, F nn frequently know th
latest news or go ip. This is one of the things which
guarantees "fattie " a welcom from their group.

Fenn is not unawar of his appearanc . " ...Fenn was
not proud of his hap . He often deplored it, specially
when he went walking with a girl, which he did when
ever he got the chane ."4

"Stumpy" likes girls, but he is aware that he hardly
pr ents a romantic picture. If his life wer a movi ,he'd
be George Murphy watching ne Kelly g t the girl. He
could also be an exc II nt pitcher for the ba ball tam,
but he lacks the confidence to be great. Th fact that he
want toplayatalli unu ualb cau e,asB nHan comb
could testify, fat boys are pick d last when it come to
choo ing sid s for a t am.

Likewise, if hor eback riding is consider d a port,
then Stacy Brown, who is also known as" hunky," and
is a member of the Pony Rider Boys Series by Frank Gee
Patchin, hould be consider d an athl teo Hi friends,
however, refer to him a a "clown"5 and they aren't
talking about hi ns f humor; rather, in thi case,
they are describing hi appearance.

Stacy i th tereotypical fat boy: alway concerned
about food - especially swe ts. He is naive, credulous,
gullible, not p ially c ordinat d, somewhat lazy,
easily amused, slow to anger and the victim of jok s by
hi friends. Usually, when he attempt to in ligate a jok
or return a joke, his attempts backfir on him and he
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look v n more fooli h. While he i n't exactly a
coward, hi bravery isn't legendary, either. Although
h would lik to a ume n w lead r hip within hi
peer group, tacy's effort u ually fail. aturallead-
r hip within hi group m to belong to Todd, who

is tall and athletically built. "Chunky' " leadership
efforts u ually nd in a debacle of om ort.

ccasionally, the titl of a eries book grabs atten
tion. For om rea on, I hav alway b en partial to
St. Georg Rathborne' The Lend-A-Hal1d Boys Sani
tary Squad. 6 And, the L nd-A-Hand Boy al 0 have a
token fat b y in their membership.

Bart Jucklin i de crib d at variou time a tout,
round-fac d, chubby, con tantly per piring and ea ily
winded. f all th memb r , he i th mo t inc r ly
dedicated to th L nd-A-Hand cau but it i the oth r
two member who m to impre folk with their
abilities. Bart i the butt of the oth r ' humor and
fru tration and icon tantly tad and in ulted b 
cau of hi iz. H aloha difficulty in maintaining a
n at app arance,lo e hi n rve a ily, and like other fat
boy, ha a gr at deal of curio ity - which he exerci

from a distance rather than in action - mainly becau e
he is always concern d with his own comfort.

This la t description could al 0 apply to Jimmy
Plummer, nicknam d "doughnut ," who i th fat mem
bersoftheRadioBoy club in theStratemeyer yndicate'
Radio Boy erie (1922-1930). Jimmy' rem dy for
trouble i, "Eat and forget them."7 His philo ophy i
plea ure first and 1 t bu ine s take care of it eli. He i a
follower, not a leader, and he know it. "You're a
hustler, Bob," aid Jimmy. I'd lik to b on , but I gu
I'm not built that way.'"

Th other boys tea him about hi wight and lazi
ne s. "Trust Jimmy to go to sleep on th lightest provo
cation. Ther' only one thing he can do better than
sl eping, and that is eating.'"

Jimmy i not e pecially energetic, but h can think up
labor- aving device, and while not particularly brave,
he will fight to help out his chums.

The ucce sion of fat boy sidekicks probably reach d
its apogee in Chet Morton, general dogsbody to The
Hardy Boys (1927-pre ent).

In th earlier volum of the s rie, het wa but one
of a crowd of pals to the Hardy, but a th ri
dev loped, Chet appeared more and mor frequ ntly,
until he b came the major foil and dir ct antith is t th
Hardy . At first, het wa round-fac d, out or corpu
lent, but by Volume 15 (The Sinister Sign Po t) hi fat wa
ealed: he was identified as fat (Their fat, good-natured

chum).10 He is ruddy-faced, per piring, has difficulty
staying neat, is overly concerned about food and usually
carrie an emergency hoard in his pockets or in his car.

Chet is loyal to his friends, but he is garrulous: h i
willing to t 11 anything he knows to whomever will list n
- which is dangerous for the Hardy Boys. He is curious,
and he like to know and to tell the n west oop, for it
assures him of an instant welcome. His need to be ac
cept d is so great that it frequently impairs his judgment
and causes him to do foolish things or attempt practical
joke that either aren't funny or backfire on him. In
addition, he is naive, credulous and ea ily duped.

het allows the Hardys to mak fun of him and hi
weight. Even though he doesn't like to be involved in
dangerou "stuff,"lt Frank and Joe can alway talk him
into going along with them on orne case or another.
While Ch t does like girls, he doe n't risk b coming
involved, for obvious r a ons: fat boys are n ver x
ymbol.

When po sible, Ch t, like Tom Sawy r, like to g t
other to do hi work for him. He is inactive and d n't
enjoy phy icalexerti n-althoughhed play football
for th high chool, which is out f charact r for him.
Chet i usually low to react or act, and frequ ntly
"chick n out" at the last moment. He icon tantly

(Contillued all Page 14)



Page 14 NEWSBOY September-October 1996

Jupiter Jones climbs a rope in the frontispiece from The Mystery
of the Silver Spider, Volume 8 in the Alfred Hitchcock and the
Three Investigators series, published by Random House

All the world loves afat boy - doesn't it?
(Continued from Page 13)

involved with fads or get-rich-quick scheme . By
a ociating with Frank and Joe, Chet i vicariously
putting hirns 1£ in their place. He may complain and
whine, but he follow their lead and enjoys the ad
v ntur and accolad that accrue to the Hardys as
though they were hi own.

bviou ly, in ri books, the life of the fat boy i
not pre nted a an ideal: he present an unattractive,
sweatyapp arance; h is tolerated in order for others

I
<'

I,

to have fun at his own expense; he is slow, both
mentally and physically; and he is, in some ways, a
sycophant to the heroes - the tall, athletically built,
handsome young gods of the ideal.

There are, however, a few distinct contradictions to
the stereotype of the fat boy as sidekick. In fact, there ar
at least three series in which the fat boy is the hero - the
prime mover and shaker of the series. We'll discuss two
of these.

First is the Mark Tidd Series (1913-1928) by Clarence
Budington Kelland. Mark, according to "Tallow," the

narrator of the first book was:

". . . the fattest boy / ever saw and ever
expect to see, and the funniest-looking. His
head was round and 'most as big as a pretty
good-sized pumpkin, and his cheeks were sofat
they almost covered up his eyes. The rest ofhim
was as round as his face. ... when Plunk and me
saw him we just rolled over and kicked up our
legs and hollered. "/ hope he's goin' to live in
Wicksvil/e, " says Plunk, "cause we don't care
ifa circus never comes to town. "12

In addition to being immensely fat, Mark
stutters, and if there is anything funnier than a
fat boy it's a fat boy who stutters. The Wicksville
boys are looking forward to giving Mark a hard
time and making his life a misery, but Mark is
not like the other fat boys in other series. Mark
is neither slow, credulous, naive nor gulli15le.
He may be seen to move slowly, but his think
ing apparatus is in great condition and moves
very quickly. he earns the re p ct of Plunk and
Tallow when he tricks them into moving boxes
and furniture into his new house . .. and
without even appearing to think very hard in
the proc ss.

Although Mark isn't given to athletics or
physical exertion, he can move quickly and
accurately, with precision and agility, when it
behoove him to do so. He frequently u es the
other boys as his physical agents, but even so,
he is able to prevent th theft of his father's
invention. He is actually a hero.

As it develop, Mark avoids physical activ
ity, not becau e he is poorly coordinated or
becau e his ize prevents him from participat
ing, but because he choo es not to participate.

Mark is s entially kind and good-hearted,
but hs i no one's fool and no one puts anything
over on him. He reads a good deal and has a
marvelous imagination when it comes to creat
ing games for the boys to play. After a while, the
boys accept Mark's size and his weight be-
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neither Bob nor Pete ever di putes that,
although they may grumble betw n them-
elve from time to time. either do they

crack joke athis xpense-infrontofhim,
that is - b cause Jupiter is capable of
loosing hi temp r and pouting.

Mark and Jupiter - a well as another
famou erie -book h ro/I ad r not di 
cussed here, Robert Franc Schulker '

ckatary Hawkin - are the e ception
to the rule, howe r. Lif for mo t fat
boy i to play th role of the tolerated
idekick. They are always amiable, al-

ways good-natured, for th se character
are grateful to b incJud d, ven p riph

rally, in a group that th yadmir .
After all, they must pay th price for

all of tha t cak , candy, pie, cooki ,
doughnuts and ic cr am that th y
steadily consum thr ughout book aft r
book, a they no h their way to lulling
their in ecurities.

Illustration from Mark Tidd, Page 18 (Harper & Brothers, 1913).

w

com almo tan i ue of pride to th m becau it mak
him 0 P cia!. Mark i n t only accepted by the group,
he actually b come th leader of it.

Th cond rie I d by a fat boy i the Three
Inve tigators erie. 13

Jupit r Jon , form rly Baby Fat 0 of mo ie fame,
want to form a det cti e ag ncy. A number one a 0
ciat , Jupit r follow th tradition of h rl k Holm ,
H rcul Poirot and er Wolfe. H puts his two friend,
Bob Andr wand P t r n haw, out to w rk the fi Id
for him; Bob d th r arch, whil Pte, the phy ically
trong t and m t athletic of th thr , doe the actual

labor and undertak th m r dang rou ta ks.
They report to Jupiter, who a imilates. Jupiter, un

like what we know of Mark Tidd r any of th oth r fat
idekicks, i n itive ab ut hi wight and ize and

doe n't lik to hav them mention d or ref rr d to by
anyone. He i al 0 humiliat d by hi childhood movie
car r and hi tag nam .

ddly nough, it is P t , the athlete who i mor
bed with fo d th n Jupit r. Wh n Jupiter ha a

problem to think 0 er, he can ea ily forget about food,
although, truth t t il, h v ntually r memb r . Jupit r
doe try di ts with great r and I r ucce . He is al 0
phy icallyactiv . he rid hi bike, w r in hi uncle'
al age yard, although he doe inveigle P te and Bob

into h Iping him th r ; and on the f w cca ion that h
run , although not built for p d, he can manag to
ke p up with Pte, p cially if h i fright n d.

Jupit r i th r cogniz diad r of the group, and

OTES:
1. King, Stephen. It. ew York: Sign t,19
2. Standi h, Burt L. (p eud.). Frank Merriwell' Chum.

ew York: Str et & Smith, 1902.
3. Young, lar nce. The Motor Boy Across the Plain.

ew York: Cupple & Leon, 1907, p. 2.
4. Chapman, All n (p eud.). The Darervell Chum.

ew York: uppl & Leon, 190 , p. 12.
5. Patchin, Frank e. The POllY Rider Boy ill Neru

Mexico. Philadelphia: H my Alt mu 0., 1912, p. 15.
6. Rathbom , St. orge. The Lend-a-Hand Boy Sani-

tary Squad. ew York: oldsmith Publi hing 0.,1931.
7. Chapman, 11 n (p ud.). The Radio Boy at the

Sendillg Station. w York: ro et & Dunlap, 1922, p.
136.

8. Ibid., p. 70.
9. Ibid., p. 10.
10. Dixon, F.W. (p ud.). The Sini fer Signpo t. w

York: r t & Dunlap, 1936, p. 27.
11. Dixon, F.W. (p ud.). The Secret of the Caves. w

York: ro t & Dunlap, 1936, p. 7.
12. Kelland, lar nce, Budington. Mark Tidd.

York, Harp r & Brother, 1913, p. 8.
13. Arthur, Rob rt. The Secret of Terror Ca tie. w

York: Random Hou e, 1964 (Alfred Hitchcock and The
Three lnve tigators Series).

Author' note: While the above cited work were u ed as a
working bibliograpllY, ti,e entire series in each ca e should be
seen for continuing diagnosis of the fat boy ill eries litera
ture. For the fat boy a villain, a prime example is found ill the
Chip Hilton Series by Clair Bee.
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BOOK MART
Beatrice Fortner (PF-S6S)

36 Marietta Place
Alton,IL 62002

Tel.: 618-463-2370

September-October 1996

The followin AI er books are for sale: Argosy, Vol. 2 (1890) VG $60.00

Postage extra
("Digging for Gold" complete - paper cover)

Argosy, Vol. 7 (1889) G 65

Bennett first editions: ("Five Hundred Dollars" complete)

Titl Condo Price
Argosy, Vol. 8 (1889) VG 95

A Boy's Foltune Ex $135
("Odds Against Him")

Ben Bruce G+ 50
Argosy, Vol. 9 Ex 115

Ben's Nugget VG 85
(3 Alger stories; "Silas Snobden's Office Boy" complete)

Bob Bulton G 95
Argosy, Vol. 10 Ex 95

Bound to Rise G 85
(2 Alger stories)

Brave and Bold Fair 75 From Rags to Riches
Chester Rand VG+ 135

Ex 45

Digging for Gold VG 85
The Fiction Factory (Reynolds) VG 45

Frank Hunter's Peril VG 75
Horatio's Boys (Hoyt) Ex 15

Helen Ford VG 75 Non-firsts:
Hector's Inheritance VG 75
Jed, the Poorhouse Boy G 85 Title Condo ubli her Prl e

Julius, the Street Boy Out West Fair 135 The Odds Against Him VG Penn $75.00

Lester's Luck VG 85 Ned Newton G S&S 60

Luck and Pluck VG 135 The Western Boy G+ Thomp.-Thomas 60

Out for Business VG 90 Rufus and Rose VG H.T. Coates 30

Phil, the Fiddler G 135 Frank's Campaign VG H.T. Coates 35

Randy of the River Fair 35 Crossed Swords ed.

Rough and Ready VG 145 Charlie Codman's Cruise VG H.T. Coates 35

Rupert's Ambition VG 50 Crossed Swords ed.

Shifting for Himself Fair 45 The Young Circus Rider VG H.T. Coates 30

Slow and Sure G 75 Books &Cap ed.

Strong and Steady VG 135 Mark, the Match Boy Ex Winston Lib. 25

The Young Adventurer VG 95 Frank and Fearless Ex Winston Lib. 30

The Young Bank Messenger Ex 150 Ben, the tuggage Boy VG Winston Lib. 25

The Young Book Agent Fair 50 Struggling Upward Ex Winston Lib. 25

The Young Outlaw VG 135 Dan the Newsboy G Burt deluxe 20

Try and Trust Fair 135 Tom Turner's Legacy G Burt deluxe 35

Mark Mason's Victory VG 60 Strong & Steady G H.T. Coates 35

In Search of Treasure VG 160 Winged Wheel ed.

Wait and Win Ex 150 Herbelt Calter's Legacy G H.T. Coates 20

Nelson the Newsboy VG 95 Winged Wheel ed.

Others:
Try and Trust VG H.T. Coates 25

Student and Schoolmate (1864) G $75.00
Winged Wheel ed.

Ben's Nugget G H.T. Coates 18
(Two Alger poems) Red Wings ed.

Student and Schoolmate (1865) Fair 45 Helping Himself VG H.T. Coates 18
(Three Alger stories) Red Wings ed.

Student and Schoolmate (1866) G 65 Luke Walton VG H.T. Coates 20
("Harry Lynch's Trip to Boston" - Alger) Red Wings ed.

Ballou's Magazine (1870) G+ 115 Hector's Inheritance Ex H.T. Coates 25
(First "Sink or Swim") Red Wings ed.

Harper's Magazine (1864) VG 65 The Young Explorers Ex H.T. Coates 25
("Job Warner's Christmas") Red Wings ed.

Munsey's Magazine (1892) G 95
("A Fancy of Hers") Plus many more. ". Selling my collection


