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Part 1

By rthur P. Young (PF 941)

T h d dicat d H ratio Alg r, Jr. collector knows
thatth Aigerpublicati nman 1 ni ahou with
man r m. Aig r wrot 117 b k-Iength work

which wer ub. qu ntl r printed b 01 r than 100
publi hr. Th total output, then, of Alg r b ok (co er
d ign /binding c lors, t.) may in th range of
,000-10,000 di tin t volumes.

n f tho int r ting bywa i. th appearan of
H ratio Alger, Jr. '>torie in tw prominent comic book

ri 5, Doc avase and th ShadOlI. 1

To date, w kn w that Alg r app ar d in two Doc
Savage ami and in ix Iwdow ernie b tw n 1940
and 1943. My inter tin Ig r comic book appearance
was r cenlly h ight n d by th di co er of two addi­
tional Alger tori in the Shadow comic rie.

Veteran 11 t r Jerry Fri dland id ntified i Alger
comic app arance and correctl peculated that ther
rna b mor .2 Th tw n \ I id ntifi d ntri ar
"R ugh and Ready" in Slwdow #4 (June 1940) and
"Rob rt a rdal' Pluck and Luck," which app ar
in Shadow #6 ( ugu t 1940).

"RoughandR ady"i i pag inl ngth,unlikeallof
the oth r Alger hadow appearance, which ar eight
pa long. Thi c mic trip i drawn in v r bright
colors, with charact r in cont mporary dre , and with
mod m c nv ni nc u h a automobil and n
bump rear.

Th t ry lin g n rally parallel th riginal t xl. Th
central character are Rufu , or "Rough and Ready," hi
b lov d liltl i t r R , and th ir alcoholic t pfath r,
J hn artin. Aft r c ntinu d abu by the t pfather,
Rufu plac hi ist r af Iy in th boarding hou of a
Mi Manning. J hn Martin, fr quently di oriented and
alway f ding hi habit, manag to kidnap R e. But
our hero naturally find a way to xtri ate Ro e.

At th nd f th tory, Rufu befriend a di trict
att m y wh t 11 Rufu that h w uld take car of him
and pro ide him with gainful mpl ym nt. Th comic
tory i writt n in a forthright m 1U'\ r and under cor s

th value of do family r lation hips, b moans th
indignity fbeggingonthe tr t, valu re ourcefulne
and p r i t nc , and introduc the familiar m ntor,

who will help tum around th Ii
P ople.

W hav now id ntified ight Horati Alg r, Jr. ap­
pearances in the Shadow and in Doc avage. It i lik I that
mor app arance will b uncover d. n can furth r
p culate that Aig r may have appeared in till oth r

comic during th period 1935-1950.
The continuing appearance of Aig r in the omi

. rial once again att t to hi tying pow rand
incorporation of th Alger "myth" int th ial fabric

f th time. Although uch mod rn chara t r app a r in
th Shadow a Iron Mom , th A ng r, and Bill
Bame , th r arecontinuingauth r from arli r tim
uch a H ratio Aig r, Jr., ick art r, and Frank

rriwell. Th a s rtion by am writ r f Horatio
Alg r, Jr.' marginal impact i clearly contradict db
th app arance orne four de ad aft r hi d ath.

"Rough and Ready" i reproduced in it entirety in
this i sue, beginning on Page 5. "R b rt v rdal '5

Pluck and Luck" will app ar in a ub qu nt i u.

OTES
1. Th following Horatio Alg r, Jr. comic tori ap-

p ar in Doc Savage: "Fa ing th World" ( .2, tob r
(Continued on Page 4)
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Santo Mario Marin, 14, shines shoes in San Pedro de Macoris
with the name of his hero, the Chicago Cubs' Sammy Sosa, on
his box. Sosa, right, hits his 64th home run against Milwaukee
in September. He began shining shoes as a 7-year-old on the
same streets in 1975 to help his mother raise a family of seven.

fact r wn r, Bill ha e, who wa impr d \I ith th
pride ammy and hi broth r t ok in th ir m ag r h ­
hin tand. A a r ult, h b cam a r gular cu t mer,

bought ammya n w ba ball glove and a f w y ar
lat r, at age 16, th lightly-built a (h ' n war
olid 6-foot, 200 p und) ign d a c ntract with the

T a Rang r ,mad hi prof i nal d but in 19 6. H
made hi maj r-leagu d but with th Rang r in 19 9.
Lat r that year, a wa trad d to th hicago Whit

ntuall landing with th ub, al' by a trad .
ft r he ign dan w f ur-y ar, 2 million ontra t

with the ub in July 1 97, a b ught a fl t f ambu­
lance for hi nativ untry, and h Ip d finan an
office/retail c nter in San P dro d Mac ri ,ju t a few
bl k fr m hi f rm r h hin tand. Thi buildin '
plaza, compl te with a tatu of a in ub unif rm, i
a magn t for t uri t and 0 minican citiz n alik .

Horatio Alger would b ry pr ud of ammy a.

( ontilllled from Page 3)

1942) and "Rag t Rich ; r Tappy Hart" ( . 11,
January 1943). Th f 11 wing Alg r tori ha e be n
found in th hadow: "B b Burt n and Ranch y­
try" ( 0.1, March 1940); "Mark th Match Boy ( o.
2, Aprill 40); "R ugh and R ad "( . 4, Jun 1940);
"Bra and BId" ( o. 5, JulIO); "R b rt

rdal' Lu k and Plu k" ( . 6, Augu t 1940);
"B und tWin" ( . 7, 0 mb r 1940).

2. J rr ri dland (PF- 7 ): "Alg rand th mic ."
ew boy, January-F bruary 19 2, pp. 5-6.

'Editors note6oot
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SHADOW COMICS

September-October 1998

T\o4~T MOCK SHOP'S GETTIN' CHEI\PER 'N
CHEAPER' ONLY FIFTY CENTS FOR 1\ PRES'
Lll<e T\-lATf OH W2L\.- ~ CAN STILL. !!>E.L.L.
THE PAWN TICkeT! t---=~-

FAIL.INC TO S1!1..L -mE PAWNTICKt:T· I\NO HIS MONEV AL.L. GON£­
MARTIN HAS RETURNED HOM' AND 15 SOUND ASLEEP IN A ORUNK~N
STUPOR - -HORTlV AFTER- RuFUS ARRIVES-AND ON e&INt; TOlO
O~MARTIN'S CRUELTY Tn ROSE ANGRlI..V AND .1U~"'IFlAeLY
SeARCHE MARTIN~ Pocke:n. AND F1NOS.AS WAS EXPECfEO.

THE. PAWNTlCKET-
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- ANO ~URTHERMO~£­"===:=1 WE'RE Nliva GOING
.. BACK ,0 YOU.' WE'VE'

H.-.O £ OUGH OF YOUR CRUE.llY!
AND WE OWE YOU NOTWING'
JUST LEAliE us
ALO ! NOW YOU'LL PAY
c;o~ I'VE FOR TREATIN' ME

GOT ~RK LIl<E THIS- YOU ,
TO Ott. "YOUNG UPSTART,

NEWSBOY

ROUGH AND READY

Page 7
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ROUGH AND READY
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A tribute
H nry 'Hank Gravb He

F b. 17 1930 - Sept. 18 1998

th biLiar

ft n
d to

A portion of Hank Gravbelle's book collection.
Photo courtesy of Elaine Gravbelle

Elaine and Hank Gravbelle attended the 1998 H.A.S.
Convention in Scottsdale, Ariz. Photo by Carol Nackenoff

Hank. Much to Hank' urpri , thi fir t dition had
a du t jack t n at! f Id d and found in th back f th
b ok, along with th invoi noting uch t Oi

dd n.
hat fun Hank had with thi b k, what lOt r t­

ing off r , what j h took from wning thi titl . It
ga him a n e of pi a ur r th ar un qual d
t an oth r b ok h wn d.

Hank njo d c ntnbuting and changing inf rma-
ti n on diff r nt titl f b ok to th d in r-

arch, writing articl and r f r nc b ok r ju t
adding t th ir c II cti n. n ev ral diff r nt 0 a-
ion, h mail db ok to oth r coli t r aft r th 'd

m ntion d in a n r ati n n ding a parti ular
titl. nc, h n w nt ba k tab ok d al rand
b u htbacka bo kh had trad db cau h'd I am d
a g d fri nd n eded it for hi 011 ction and had b n
I king ag for it.

Hank t up hi librar and arrang d hi b k lIe-
ti n with mu h I and gr at prid . H reli h d th
mom nt wh n vi itor am and h could har it with
hi f 11 w nthu ia t . T P nd an aft m n talking
aboutbooksbroughta p ciall konhi face, in hi
and his whol bod that la t d for da .

Ther wer telephone call from all r the c un-
try and om tim a far away a K r , England r

(Colltillued 011 Page 13)
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MEMBERSHIP Aig r invol hi torical r f r nee. H I arn dab ut
th ociety fr m Ronald A. ur h (PF- 70).

Strive and Succeed Award
Th H ratio Aig r ci t r ogniz th f 1­

lowing Partic'lar Fri nd wh hay mad d na­
ti n t th it' [rive and Succeed Award
ince Jan. 1,199 . M n y d nat d to thi fund

toward an award pr nt d at th nnual
convention t a high ch I ni r who mpli­
fie H rati Ig r, Jr.' "triv and uc d"
philo oph . The award h Ip to a i t with th
r ipient' c 11 g ducati n.

Change ofAddress:
Harry F. Phillip (PF-640)
315 Edg m nt T rrac
Martin burg, WV 25401

(219) 533-0121

th rank (PF-I017)
th t.

1 53213 (414) 453-4995
ri b ok , and cur­

h learned about th
dit r Bill ow n (PF-706).

I .

.........................................

( 10) 375-056

b

artin Mu 11 r (PF-I020)
4 0 BI mfi id A

uti , J 07110 (973) 667-1049
Martin, who Aig r coil ction now number 3,

c I' nj y jazz, the outdoor, and "handyman put­
t ring." A univ r ity admini tra tor, hi inter t in

Greg Foltz

Ralph Carlson
Bradford S. Chase
Nicholas Zades

R.J. Hatfield
David Vaughan
Van Daele Mabrito
Bob Routhier
Ivan McClymont
John Juvinall
Daniel Petersen

Iddo Pittman
Michael & Janice Morley

Marc Williams

Samuel Huang
Bill MacRitchie

Arthur Young
Cary Sternick
Karen Swanson
Dean Steele

Bob Linguiti

Gordon Rasmussen

William Baach
Bruce Swanson

Lee Switzer
Paul Cripe
Clyde Willis
Carl Wulff
Murray Levin
Donald Cripe
Wallace Palmer
Gene Hafner
Peter Scalia
Jeff Looney

Ed LeBlanc

Bill Roach
Edith Johnson
Bob Kersch

David Mills
Hank Gravbelle

Ralph Gardner

Ken Hetrick
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A tribute
(Colltillued/rom Page 17)

B Igium that br ught th w rId f colle ting tHank.
H ab olut Iy 10 d h aring from ryone, no mat­
ter what tim f day, For the opp rtunity to talk about
b ok - th hunt, th find, the rar ,th elu iv till ­
thi wa what c Ilecting wa all about.

Wh never or wh r v r w went, Hank arch d for
b k, He nly b ught tho bo k that w r in great
condition and rar ly inv t d in any that didn't com
up to hi high tandard ,H felt trongly about in­
v ting in any book, r gardl if it wer for his own
colI ction r d tin d from on el e' . Hank got
ju t a xcit dab ut finding a b ok for him If a he
did for that individual who had nt him hi or her
"wi h Ii t,"

H had an ability to find th lu ive book in the
mo t un xpect d plac , n day at a fI a market he
foundnoton ,buttworar tit! together,and xpecting
th y would b a king a Larg amount, h di ov r d the
dealer only want d a dollar f r both, e dIe to ay,
Hank didn't h itat t pay th dollar.

After 19 7, wh n Hank incllrr d a strok during
car tid urg ry, h b cam m r fully invoLv d in
buying and lling ri bo k ,Thi gave him a en e

Henry Gravbelle, 68 ----
TORRANCE, Calif. He was bom ~eti. 17,

- Henry "Hank" Grav- 1930 in Lowell, Mass.
belle, 68, 01' 23135 H~ worked in Lowen as
Samuel St. '6, Tor- a newsboy. Litter, he
rance, Calif., 90506, wodl:ed at General
palfsed away on Se~t. Radio in Concord, the
18.. 1998 after atl ilt. utility companies in
nesa. land acquisition, and

He leaves his wife, had a career in car
Elaine ffiegienus) Grav- sales. He was an avid
13elle; a 'son, David of book collector, an active
Townsend, Mass.; two member of the Horatio
daughters, Lynn of Alger Society and a car­
Boston, Ga. ,and Valerie ing volunteer at Little
of Townsend, Man.; Company of Mary Hos-
several lP'andchildren pital~ Torr~ce.. .
and great-gratfdehil. A graveslCle s,rvlce
dren. ' was held at'The Old

Lowell Cemetery in
Lowell, Maaa. on Satur­
day, Sept. 26.

In lieu of flowers,
donations may be sent
to Little Company of
Mary foundation in
memory of Henry, Grav­
belle, 4101 Torrance
Blvd., Torrance, CA
90503.

Hank enjoys "closing a deal" with fellow collector
Jim Lichtman this past May. Photo courtesy of Elaine Gravbelle

of friend hip and camarad rie of book coil cting.
ne ctober during one of our adventur ,I ran

into a fell w who had th la t two book that w uld
have completed one of Hank' rie. I bought th m
knowing they w uld b great hri tma pr ent,
Then, th Yellowback Library arri d with th am
two title adverti ed" or Sal ," £ter arching for 0

long, here wer the am two book .,. how could thi
be?!?!? Hank made the telephone call and th y both
w re old; and, wa h up t! I tried t con I him, I
w ighed giving him the book, but, in th nd, 1
waited until hri tma , It wa th b t pr nt f r
Hank, who finally h Id th two elu i title; and, for
m t watch th joy and happin h f It.

ne oth r book that Hank pent many hour arch-
ingfor luded him until La tyear. n unday v ning,
he received a telcphon call from a fellow who had
heard that Hank would b int r ted in thi book.
Aft r the appropriate negotiation, Hank compl t d
hi dr am of finding a rar titl fran th r ri ,H
di cover d that th book had be n found right in ur
pr rbial "back yard." It ju t pr v that m tim
what you ar king i right around y lI,

Whil ding volunt r w rk at a local ho pilat,
Hank met peopl who oft n ought book for th ir
children or grandchildr n, and he njo d introduc­
ing them to rie book ,

Hank' pa ion for r ading, th many h ur p nt
with hi collection, the far-away plac h trav I d,
the knowl dg h gain d and har d, mad "bo k­
ing" a great hobby for him. It gave him a chaLl ng ,an
excitement, an inn r ati faction and pened th d r
to a ho t of fri nd hip around the world, Hank wa
a very pial man who t uch d man Ii in many
way; and, he mad very day p ciaL for m ,
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Street fair honors Horatio Alger, Jr.

nt and

Cindy, Steven and Lisa Sutton visit the table of Ron
Murch (PF-970). Photo by Joyce Sutton

Illustrations from Alger books decorate the outside of the "wel­
come wall" at the Horatio Alger Street Fair in Marlborough, Mass.

Photo by Joyce Sutton

ntertainm nt, mainly diff r nt typ of musi . And
th re w re reading from s v ral Alger work ! From
10: 0 a.m. until n on ther w r r ad r r a ing chap­
ter from many Alg r book - at on point, om n
said Struggling Upward wa. b ing r ad, an I aught a
natch of The Young Book Agent lat r.

n thing that can't b mi d i Ih big wood n
"wall" at one end of the fair, with an archway in th
enter to walk through. nth out-facing id ar painted

pictur , tak n from iUu tration in actual Alg r b k;
On th oth r id ar col rful flag c ntaining Alger titl
and imple illu trati n . A you walk along, you'll
lif - iz d charact rs drawn fr m c rand illu trati n
of other Alger volum a w 11. 0 n't f rg l to look up,
eith r: on many tr et light po t mor colorful "Alg r
flag " can b n.

F r tho who want d a "quar mal," th r w r th
big barb cue and" howd rAil y." W didn't patr niz
ith r of them, but plenty of peopl did, 0 th food must

have b n good! And for tho e wh want d m thing to
r memb r th fair by there wa om thing f r th ID, t .
Th re w r n fficial T- hirt this y ar, which wa a
disapp intm nt for many, but th r w r H ratio Alg r

tr t Fair tote bag, for 10 ach, handy f r arr ing
purcha s. Me. Cha took hi fir t opp rtunit t g tn.

o there wa om thing for v ryon at lhi y ar'
Alger fair. And, fortunately, ther wa plenty f parking,
which, a w 11 a admi ion to th fair, wa fre .

Hope you've enjoyed reading about thi exciting an-
nual e ent, and maybe I'll yen om of you at the 4th
Annual Horatio Alger tr et Fair n xt y ar!

By teven . utton (PF-998)

Wh r mi ht on e p ct to find a fair in
honor f Horatio Alger, Jr.? In hi

h m town f Marlb r ugh, Ma a hu ett ,
of our !Ther, n t. 3, wa held th third
annual H rati Ig r tr t air. Th loca­
tion wa perf t: al n a portion of Main

tr I, ju t minut from th Marlb r ugh
Publi Library and the par onag where
H r lio Alg r liv d wh n mini t r of the
Marlborough Unitarian hurch, and where
H rati 19 r, Jr. p nt hi lat r hildhood

ar .
Th re w r v nd r f w t, raft, an­

tiqu , t., lining the tr t. Partic'lar Fri nd
Ronald ur h (PF-970) wa th r , wilh hi

I rs for I. opi of Ragged Dick w r
sp iall popular, with all fhi copi g n

b for noon.
h arlb r ugh Publi ibrar had a tabl ju t op-

P it that of Mr. Murch, with. orne books for al (no
Ig r', th ugh). Th 'v b n wanting a c py of Mark

Manning' Mi ion for the library' Alg r coil eli n, but
Mr. Murch hadn't b n abl to find them on ,a f thi
fair. Th 're n t th nlyone waiting for it!

Dr. (nd Mr . K n re nl af, repr nting Ih
Marlb r u h Hi torical S ci ty, had a table with s eral
hand ut of inf rmation n H rati Alger, Jr., and about
adz n Ig r (the w re not for al , although a couple

f us w r rally y ing om of them).
Throughout the day th r w r ari u
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A uthor's note: The article on Page 14 was written at the sugges­
tion of Brad Chase (PF-412). Thanks, Mr. Chase, for the idea!

HORATIO ALGER

STREET FAIR

One of many banners displayed on lamp
posts along Main Street depicting Horatio
Alger book titles.

• AT A GLANlJE• •

Dr. and Mrs. Ken Greenleaf, representing the Marlborough
Historical Society, display Alger books and handouts. Photos by Joyce Sutton

"Ragged Dick" gives directions
to Alger Street Fair visitors.

The right side of the inner side of the wall/archway, with banners
displaying Alger titles, along with various objects of Americana.
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FOR SALE NOW

September-October 1998

A COLLECTOR'S' GUIDE TO
HARDCOVER BOYS' SERIES BOOKS

(2nd Printing)
by Mattson and Davis - the MAD Book Company

Available Now - Immediate In-5tock Shipment

Our 1st printing sold out in 16 weeks and since then we've received over
1200 new additions, corrections and updates. Hence, we have reprinted our

book with a brand new coated cover, lay-flat binding, offset printing and
much more information than before.

The most complete, up-to-date and informative work about Boys' Series
Books published since 1987.

8-1/2" x 11" - 578 Pages - Thicker than a Phone Book
Bibliographic & Collector Information on over 750 Series

Listings of Rare, Scare and Hard-to-Find Books
Excellent Resource for both the Collector and Dealer

$54.95 plus 3.75 Shipping and Handling
for Shipment to u.S. - Continental 48.

Alaska - Hawaii or Foreign - Please Call for Shipping Charges
We take VISA, Mastercard and American Express

Arthur P. Young's Review in Newsboy: "The compilers deserve the respect and appreciation of the collecting community
for this extraordinary contribution to the bibliographic control of boys series literature. "

Chuck Jacobs (a lifelong collector): "What 8 wonderful book. I learned more in one hour than in my previous 20 years of
collecting. Well done."

Contact:
MATTSON ENTERPRISES

E. (Ed) Christian Mattson - Antiquarian Bookseller
Four Turtlerock Court, Baltimore MD 21234
Phone: (410) 668-4730 FAX: (410) 882-9137

EMail: emattson@qis.com


