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A I it h r at th c mput r with my coffe in th
Jack onvilleJamboree Alg rcup (May, 1978) memori

fall th wond rful H ratio Ig r ociety conv ntion
J an and I att nd d fl d my mind. Every con ntion
wa gr atfr m mail n (lSinatt ndance)tolarg one
( rlOO). It alway m d that th la ton wa the b t
Y t, then the n twa v n b tt r. I'm ure thi will hold
tru with th upcoming convention in DeKalb, Illinoi . If

u can p ibly find th tim 00 'T MISS THIS
In thi i u you will find the detail - end in your

r ration W.
t with ur ditor, Bill ow n, at Lan ing Printing

in lat mb r, wher Bill wa bu y tuffing th 0-
mb r-D mb r i ue of ew boy into mailing n ­

lop . Bill had dri n t Lan ing with th nv I p ,
pick d up ew boy, tuff d and mailed them. W didn't
P nd mu h tim tog th r beau Bill had to b back to

\ rk that aft moon. Thank Bill, I know our m mb r
appr iat all that you do.

ew bo ,a u ual wa cellent. The articl on th
Web ter erie by Jam D. Kline (PF-89 ) wa r
int r tingandPart20f"Alg ratthe omic ,"b Arthur
P. Y ung (P -941) hould tir a lot f int r t among our
m mb r . [al 0 want to thank our Vice Pre ident, arol

a k n ff, for taking v r th Pr ident' column and
d ing uch a fin job.

I m tim f I that b much ha b en writ-
t n ab ut Alg r in pa t i u ewsboy, there i n't
much n w to write about. r back i u ,I hav
r r ad articl by th n Vic Pr ident Steve Pre ( ew­
bo, ug.- pt. 196 ), nth eff ct the r ading of Alg r
had n hi th grader. loth "Random Thought

r m 19 rland" by ur th n Pr ident Max oldb rg,
and "That Wonderful World of Horatio Alger," writt n
b H. . . c -found r Forr t ampb il.

I kn w that man of our n wer member do not ha
a t th old r ew boy dating back to the 19 0
and 1 70 , which w r fill d with Alg r material. If y u
w uld b int r t d in r ading any of th articl pub­
Ii h d in pa t i u ,I t u know and maybe w will b
abl t r print th m in futur ew boy i u .

Your Partic'lar Friend
arl T. Hartmann (PF-102)

4907 Allison Drive
Lan ing, MI 48910
E-mail: 75262.3005@compuserve.com
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The University Guest Room Hotel, located in the
Holmes Student Center. Northern illinoIs University Pho 0

Dash to DeKalb
A preview of the 1999 Horatio Alger Society Convention

I
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i£ditors note6oot

Enclo d with this is ue i th 1999 H.A. . convention
r gi tration form, along with th ch dul of nt for
"Oa h to 0 Kalb." I hop a many Partic'lar Friends a
po ibl can mak it. Th pring ea on her in north-

en Illinoi can b quit plea ant, although rain i not
unc mmon.

o Kalb i al 0 ju t lightly mor than an hour' drive
{r m Chicago, which I can vouch i one of Am rica'

r .at. citie '. If thi i your fir t trip to the area, plan on
am mg a httl ad r taying aft r th conv ntion to
ampl the" cond ity'" r taurant, mu eum , the­

at r. nt and th magnificent lakefront. I'll try to
pro Id a f w mor d tail in the March-April ewsboy.

Al ,ar mind rtomak y urconv ntionhotelr r-
ati n dir ctly to the Univer ity ue t Room Hotel. Th

rat ar v r r a onable at 4.40 (ta indud d), mul­
tipl - cupanc. The number to call i (815) 753-4444. A
bl kofr m ha b n ta id foru ,buttob c rtain

u will b accommodated, plea e call arly.
ew Alger guide: I ju t r c ived an e-mail from d

aU n (PF-067) informing me that h and T m Davi
(PF- 76) r pr ducing an updat d v r ion of Bob
B nn tt' I ng out-of-print Alger bibliography, fully
updat d, and produc d with Bennett' p rmis ion. Titl d

o/lector Guide to Horatio Alger, Jr., th total pre run
will be 500 opi - 350 in oftcov r, along with 150
hard ov r d lux copi , th latt r each numb r d and
ign d b B nn tt.

The format will b xlI inches, and will contain ap­
pr imat I 270 pag , including phot , along with the
Itt id ntificati n information on Alg r' work.

aU n n te that B nnett ha r que t d that all
ntact about thi upcoming book b mad dir ctly to

Matt on, in e h and Oa i hold the copyright and ar
in harg of producing, llinganddi tributingth b ok.
In th m antim , che k out Matt on' Int en t it at
www.qis.neU-emattson/

In thi i ue: Th r' no kating (pardon th pun)
around th fact that Horati Alg r wa influ nc d b

th r author, on f which m to have b n Mary
Map 0 dg , auth r f th popular Han Brinker or the
Silver kate. I h P ou njoy Profe or Marilyn

tauffer' article b girming on Pag 7, which how
wh r 1 r may ha e gott n om of hi tory idea.

oming ne t i ue: An updat on the con ntion,
plu v ral b k re iew , along with an article on

n f th fin t (but oft n v rlook d) auth r of
ri b k.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
o ar Bill:

I wonder ju t how many of our m mb r und rstand
ho~ important our armual auction ar? Th y ar a
major - and ne d d - urce f H.A.. inc me. With­

ut mon yearn d from th e auction w would ith r
have to rai e our very low du and/ r ut th b n fit
we tak for grant d.

It may be too late for thi y ar' ale t ha aucti n
contributor list highlight of it m that ar b ing of­
fered, but it' a great id a to d thi pri r to futur
cony ntion . In thi way, memb r who cannot aU nd
may participat by mailing in th ir bid . Thi will r ult
in wid r participation and additional incom for th
Horatio Alger ci ty.

E ry year w off r a ry wid I tion of it m
that often gen rat pirit d biddin . Almo t invariabl
lot ar oldforfurbelowwh tdeal r regularlycharg.
Ther truly are bargain galor . Thi Y ar, f r in tanc ,
I hope to offer thre dent n n-fir t diti n L ring :
Rag ed Dick, Tattered Tom and Paul the Peddler. 1\11 ar
urel de irabl to all wh don't ha the titl in the

Loring edition .
I'd lik to appeal to all who will not b abl to aU nd

th con ntion t contribut to ur auction. L t t b
offered includ book by many author and in r cent
year w ha e off r d u h thing a antiqu t y and
game ,old p tcard, gadget and all ort {coil ctibl .

Y ur contribution t th au ti n ar ta -d du t­
ible. Let' all h Ip out. It ure b at rai ing du !

inc rely,
Ralph O. ardn r (PF-053)
135 ntral Part W t

w Y rk, Y 10023

. Editor's note: The annual aue/ion are IIldeed a very
Important ource ofrevenuefor tile Horatio AIKer Sociely. We
IIave Ihree different Iype ofauclion , a follow:

• Consignment auction, in which a lI1ell1bercon igns books,
memorabilia, elc., which are auc/ioned off wilh 20 percell I
goin 10 tile Society and ti,e cOllsigllor receivillg 80 percen/.

• Donation auction, in wllicll a member donales Ille item
and 100 percent ofall proceeds KO to lI,e ociely. T/li i Illemo I
Iraditional H.A.S. auclion, daling back 10 tile 1960 .

• pecial auction, in wllic11 a large collectloll of boola;
(u ually Alger) from olle per on or I' lale is auctioned, willi
ti,e commi sion 10 the ociely IIegotiated in advance.

Ifyou/l1we books or ilem to dona Ie or can igll and don't plan
to bring tlleTll in person to 1111'1999 Convenlioll, end tllemlo:

amuel Huang, Founders Memorial Library
FO 403, ortllern Winoi Univer ity
DeKalb, IL 60115

Make certain eaell item i clearly marked willi your name and
addre s, and wILeIller it is a donation or consignment.



January-February 1999 NEWSBOY Page 5

Dash to DeKalb

The H.A.S. Repository, located at NIU's Founders
Memorial Library. Northern 1II100lS University Photo

mak ourro m r rvation dir tl toth hot lat( 1 )
753-1444. For more information, th ne! d c n-

ntion r rvation f rm.
Th month of May in 0 Kalb rna b n th I id .

Y u may w' h to bring a water and a lightw ight ja k t.
We hope that Moth r atur will bring warm w ath r t
u in 1999, and we 10 k f rward to ing you all.

n nti n information and our h dul f nt
ar al 0 a aiLable n th H.A. . R P itor Int rn t it
at: http://libws66.lib.niu.edu/71999s.htm

Brad Chase's fourth book to be released at convention
May 15. Incidentall , th w York B k mpan
AIg r coil dion that Brad dip d and u d a th
ba i for hi n w book, i now I at d at th I Ig r
R po itory and numb r w lL ov r 500 olum .

ha e' lat t work is th fourth in a ri f b h
ha writt n,eachd um ntingth hi tor and ba kgr und
of certain publi hing firm , d tailing ific charact ri ­
tic about th vari u ALg r ri and f rmat pr u d
b tho firm. Th oth r thr e b writt nand pr ­
ducdb ha co rAlgerpubLihdbthA.L.Burt,
M.A. Donohu and hitman pubLi hin compani .

"Tr ing to docum nt accurat I what wa pr du d
70 to 100 year ag and who th m n w re that mad
d ci i n about uch ALg r book pr duction, ha b n a
r al mall ng," ha aid. "Itwa r hard to find who
made th d ci ion ab ut Lg r f r th w Y rk B k

ompan beau e that ompan turn d out t b nl a
mall ub idiary of a much Larg r publi hing firm.

"How r, I f 1good ab ut what I hay di r d
concerning th firm, a "ell ab ut th patt m f format
production u db th mpan t publi h Aig r . Ih P
Alg r coli t rs ill enid r th finding u ful."

A revi w of Horatio AI er Books PllblisllL'Ci By Tile ('1(1 York
Book Company will app ar in th Mar h-April ew bo .
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
To th Editor:

(am a n w memb r of the Horatio Alger ociety who
has r ad 100 Alg r book in a little over a year. I had to
top at 100 b cause I ran out of titles in my personal

library. I wi h I had someofth mor difficult to find book.
Horatio Alger books contain good stories togo to bed onand
(hav had troubl r centiy finding a good ubstitut .

It wa not my intent to research Alger's work when I
start d out but while reading about th terrible now
torm in hapter 25 of Phil the Fiddler, something oc­

curred to m . I had read 41 Alger books and this wa the
first one to have weather work d into the plot! But it
wa n'tuntilmy 6thb okthatifoundam ntionofrain!!
That wa Nelon the Newsboy, where Page 165 mentions
that "a light rain wa falling" - but that wa all.

I kept reading. It nowed a little in Che ler Rand (a f w
in h ) and ventually, my 9 th book, it rain d for the

cond tim on Page 150 of Shifting for Him elf. A para­
graph at th b ginning of a chapt r tart off, "Th third
day wa rainy... " but that wa only to plac an overcoat
on th c n for th villain to plant som money in.

(had avedtwo trat m yer/Algerbookstilllast-my
th and lOOth - b cau I wa n't fond of tratemeyer's

modification of th Ig r tyl. nd wouldn't you know it!
It rain d cat and dog in La t at Sea, and in Joe ti,e Hotel Boy,
it tart d raining in hapt r 1, ther wa rain on top of ice
on Pag 1 5 and more rain on Page 250.

I may hav mi d a mention or two of rain omewh re
al ng th way (I am ur oth r Horatio Alg r ociety
m mb r willfindmyomi ion )butlr m mberwatch­
ing pr tty e10 I right aft r Phil tlte Fiddler. Ev n if I did
mi th word "rain" nee or twice, it i obviou to m
that Ig r (unlike tratemey r) eemed to favor good
w ath r. Iger let it g t cold quit oft n - sp ciallyon
th tr et of w York aft r the sun went down - but

pt for on light rain and a couple of nowfalls, that
wa it for meteorology in my 100 Alger novels.

(n fact, wh n (look back on my year of Horatio Alg r
before bed, I find ry Ii ttl sci nce of any kind in his
boo\-. . For 'ampl, h mentions iagara Fall a f w
tim but only a an attraction that hould be een. 0

fa t . figur. Wh n h finally do f el the ne d to
e plain th origin of the gold in th gold field he
reprint a n wspaper artiel (with cr dit ) and leav it
at that! In th 100 book I r ad, th science word "elec­
tri ", or an form of it, app ar onl twic (Page 2 1 of
Tire Young Explorer and Pag 157 of Tom Tracy).

Don't g t m wrong. I'm not finding fault with Horatio
Ig r' work. As I aid befor , I miss not having one of his

book n my b dstand. I want to har the Alger observa­
ti n I had with other Alg r fans.

Sincerely,
Edward D. Evan (PF-1000)
979 Hamlin C nt r Rd.
Hamlin, Y 14464

MEMBERSHIP
New members
Cindy Christine utton (PF-1024)
P.O. Box 2 5
S. Lanca t r, MA 01561-02 5

indy, 1 ,lik h r old r broth r tev n (PF-99 ),
both of whom learned about the H rati Alg r ciety
from Ronald A. Murch (PF-970), i a v ry nthu ia tic
reader of Alg r book and own ab ut 20 titl .

Alvin Fund rburg (PF-1025)
3840 H rtland Dr.
Dayton,OH 45439 (937) 29 -6036

AI in, who i r tired, curr ntly ha 116 Alg r ,and
i intere t d in good reading copi . Hi oth r int r­
e t include Bibl r ading. H 1 am d about the oci­
ety from Ralph Gardn r (PF-053).

Arthur T. S yb rt (PF- 50)
2100 Drap r t.
Barabo ,WI 53913 ( 0 ) 355-0343

Arthur is rejoining the S ciety after a brief ab ence,
following hi mov from hi ago to Wi con in. Hi
other int re t include hi tory in g n ral, and h cur­
rentlyown 20 Alg r title. W leom ba k!

"TiiI rrrl~l)

Nine Winston Library Editions
to Complete My Set

A Boy's Fortune
Hector's Inheritance
Helen Ford
Helping Himself
Luke Walton
Only an Irish Boy
Struggling Upward
Store Boy
Young Bank Messenger

Please send me a quote

Brad Chase
6 Sandpiper Rd.
Enfield, CT 06082
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tw en 1 65 and 1 1" (Darling 196 , 22 ), with 22 r -
iew appearing during that tim , man of them a m-

panying n w edition f th b ok. Th fir t dition r ­
ceived ix r iew in 1 66, "far mor than mo t b k
r ceiv d in 1 66" (Darling 196 , 229). Th ran d fr m
a f w lin in Harper's ew Monthly Magazine and th
American Literary Gazette and a paragraph in The

ation, The Independent, and The atholic World, t
n of mor than 1,000 w rd in th pr ti iou t1antic
onthly. All w r fa orable; th onl n gati corom nt

wa in The Catholic World, which bj ct d t ne. n­
tenc ab ut th lnqui ition which i part f a tor fr m
Dutch hi tor that i t Id in the b k.2

Revi wing of childr n' b k wa p radic at thi
time, a th figur ju t quot d att t. During thi tim ,

Ig r r c i ed far f w r r iew and I ten iv n
( 011 til Ilied 011 Pa~e 8)

By arilyn H. Karrenbrock tauffer, Ph. D.
chool of Library and Information cience

niversityof outh Aorida

Editor' note: TJris article was originally pre ell led a a paper at
Ille 28111 n!eelillS of tlte Popular Culture A ocia/ion all April 9,
1998, 111 Orlalldo, Fla.

Hum~le Hans and Ragged Dick:
Brothers under the skin
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HA S BRI KER

AUTHoa OP ...HYMn AHII "N'(#Lf: .. ITC.

MARY MAPES DO GE

Wilb Sixty Or; maf /'11/ Ir.,I',.1I

"C',,~

oa

THE SILVER SKATES

NEW YORK

CHARLES 'RI!I,'ER"

:11 STORY OF LIFE IN HOLLA D

HI... '907

Humble Hans and Ragged Dick:
Brothers under the skin
( on f iII lied fro 111 Page 7)

in important periodical. In 1 65-1866, Frallk' Campaign
rid a coupl of h rt review, plu a mention in th
pr min nt orth American Review in a column on ivil
War b k for ju nil .

Ig r' cond ju eoil bo k, Paul Pre cott' Charge,
rived thr e hort r i w . In th ne t f w ar,
alth ugh Alg r rid re i w in more important p ­
ri di al uch a The ation and Harper's Monthly,
m t r i w of hi b oks app ared in tudent and

choolmate,3 a publication which wa hardly di int r­
t d; it had b en publi hing Alg r' torie since 1865.

I r had und ubt dly tak n notic of 0 dg , a
f 11 \III author who wa writing for the arne audience
and g tting far b tt r r i w and ale . It i not urpri ­
in that h d cid d to borrow orne of h r idea for hi

wn w rk. Alger c rtainly r ad Hans Brinker and u d it
a a urc for hi own mat rial. nyone who doubt it
he onl to r ad th fir t two chapt rs in Sfrug ling
Upward or, Luke Larkin's LIICk, where th famou kating

match of Han Brink r i r pr du d, with ad ptation
which might b xp ct d in an Alg r tor .

When th great kating mat h i pr po d in Dodg ,
b k,HansBrink rd n t xp tt omp t , in h i
too poor to own a pair of m tal kat ; hi ar made of
wood. But he n am mon y to buy kat for hi i t r

r tel and him If, and they tak their pia in th ra e.
r tel win the girl' rac , but Hans is not 0 f rtunat .Th

fir t heat is aIm t won b Hans, but at th la t minute,
proud arl Schumm 1, who r nt th fact that a p a ant
bo lik Han is allowed to rac , hoot b him twin.

The cond heat (th wion r mu twin tw ) i w n b
Peter on Holp, who alth ugh al rich, i a pi a ant, kind
boy who has been a fri nd t Hans. During thi hat, arl
Schummelfalls:"H is nothurt, th ugh mewhat tunn d.
If h were les ullen, h would find m r ympath in
th warm young h ar .ff (0 g 1943,304). A th third
h atiscalled,Hansrealiz thatP t risintroubl ;his kat
tring is broken. Han off to I nd him hi , but P t r

refu . Hans pleads with him (Dodg 1943, 30 ):

"Mynheer," pleaded Han, in a hu k voice, "you
have called me your friend. Take thi trap quick!
There is not an instant to lose. I hall not kate th i time:
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Thene t v ralchapter ,Iik aBa d k rguid b k,
highlight hi t rical and th r it in w York.

o one ha plain d why Aig r happ n d t u.
uch a tour in thi , hi mo t p pular bo k. But h had a

parallel and a ourc for uch an nt in plain vi w, th
m t famou uch tour in m rican child r n' b k., lh
kating trip of the Dutch bo from th ir illag of Br k

near m terdam to th Hague and back again .
Han Brinkerwa publi hed atth r nd ofl 65. B

June, 1 6, it had r cei d fa orabl r i w in fi r
pr tigiou p riodical .4 Th book wa a b t- II r; b
theend fth y aritwa init fourth diti n.InJanuary,
1 67, th fir tin tallm nt of Ra ged Dick wa publi h d
in tudent and choolmate. Alger had tim toa imilat
the ucce of Dodge' bo k, and he u d th tour, n f
it mo t famou e nt, adapting it t th w Y rk-
cen . If it work d for Dodge, wh not for him?

n th it trip through Holland, th Dutch b
endle ly fa cinating ight and p pi, r c unt tal
from Dutch hi tory, and vi it mu urn and chur h
Th yar accompani d by Jo ph Po t' ngli he u in,
who is nai 1 a tounded by what h ; th oth r
g od-natur dlye plain Dutch cu t m to him.

The fir t ad nture f the trip ur in Haarl m at
midday, when th Pet r an Hlp, th I ad r, di c v r
that he ha 10 t th mon for th which had b n
ntru ted to him b th th r boy . With ut m n th

boy cannot proc ed. Th y tart hom , but th da i
aved wh n they m t Han Brink r who ha found th ir

money on hi way to Le d n to find ad t r f r hi ick
father. Th b th n pr don th ir journ . In th

(Continl/ed on Page 10)

B chance, Dick i hired b merchant to guide hi
nephe\ Frank Whitne) around the it) in exchange ~ r
a better uit of clothe.

kate, th boy who quit halfwa , th kat r tunn din
a fall, th ull n antagoni t - mak it lear that Alg r
knew Dodg , mor fam u tory. A arlya th 1 70 ,
Alger wa ruing cene and charact r fr m the w rks
of bett r-known author. Stru ling Upward wa' fir t
publi h d in 1 O. It i po ible that 1 er had n t r ad
Han Brinker until one of th lat r diti n , but h pr b­
ably knew it from the fir t. In fact, it i lil< I that it wa
th ourc f on of th mo t famou pi d in I
no el .

It ha b n point d ut man tim
pro ided information for bo who w r n w to w
York, boy coming from th rural t wn and untr-
ide that till made up mo t of th nation ( 0 Ie 1966, i ;

Monkkon n 1 77; 79). 19 r pr vid d man clu in
how to b ha and n how t find n' wa ar llnd
th city. In Rag ed Dick, parti ularl , thi i tru
(Scharnhor t 19 5, 2):

indeed, I am out ofpractice. M nheer, ou mu t take it; ,
and Han ,blind and deafto any remon trance, lipped the
trap into Peter's kate, and implored him to put it on.

"You are a noble fellow, Hans!" cried Peter, yield­
ing at la 1. With Ilan's help, Peter wins the race.

In Han Brillker, fat Ja b P t dr p out of th rac
halfway. In Alg r' no 1, it i Tom Harp r who drop
out (Algerl945, 7- : "Ind d, it m d trang thatTom
hould have giv n up 0 quickl . It on appeared that it

wa n t capric , but that h had an obj ct in i w, and
that a v ry di r ditabl on." Tom delib rately run
into Luke. "Tom, h w v r, g t th wor t of it. He wa
thr wn viol ntl backward, falling n th back of hi
h ad, and lay tuon d and m tionl n th ic. Luk
f 11 r him, but wa care I hurt at all. H wa up
again in an in tant, and might till hav kept the 1 ad, but
in teadh td wnonhi kn b id Tom, and a k d
anxi u Iy," r u much hurt, Tom?" topping to help
a wound d ch olmate wa a properly h r ic rea on for
an Alg r h r t 10 a rac .

The many imilariti in th pa ag - th rac,
th wood n kat , th brok n trap, the loan of trap or

In Stmgg/ing Upward, Luk Larkin, like th arly Han
Brink r, i to poor to own a pair of metal kate and
th r f r mu t u Id-fa hi n d w d non . yen 0,

h i ne of th b t kat r ; hi only comp tition in th
rac that th . h olma t r ha pr p d i Randolph
Duncan, a rich, conc ited, autocratic boy typical of many
antag ni t in Alg r nov 1 .The prize in thi rac , which
ha nly one hat, i a watch, rather than the ilver kate

f 0 dge' n J. Tom Harp r, Randolph' f II w r,
h p that Randolph, \i hair ady ha a watch, will gi
him the priz if h win . Thi pro p ct b om brighter
wh n Luke br ak hi kat trap befor th rac b gin .
But an Al r her ann t b liminat d 0 a ily. A
friend c m . t Luke' r cu (Alg r 1945, 6):

"You rna> u e m kate, Luke," aid Linton
Tomkin. "I think they" ill fit you."

Linton" a only thirteen, but he wa unu uall large
for hi age.

'You are ery kind inton,' aid Luke, "but that
" iII keep you out of the race."

"I tand no chance of" inning,' aid Linton, 'and I
\i ill do m kating aften ard."

"I d n't think that fair," said Randolph, with a
frO\i n." ach boy ought to u e hi own kate.'

"There i n thing unfair ab ut it." aid the teacher,
"e ept that Luke i placed at a di ad antage in u ing a
pair f kate he i unaccu tomed to."

Randolph did not dare gainsa the teacher but he
looked ullen. When the race begin, Luke i oon far
ahead.
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in the la t chapter of Han Brinker, wh r
the futur of th childr n, h ay, "Van M un n'
pr nt home i not far fr m ntral Park; and h a , if
th ewYork r doth irduty,th Parkwillintim qual
hi beautiful Bo ch, n ar th Hagu "(0 dg 1 43,32 ).

nth irwaybackth b topatth u t mH u ,
wh r they m t a countryman who ha b n windl d

utoffiftydoUar . A f w minut lat r, whil ring n
th ferry to Brooklyn, Dick pi th a man wh m h
r cogniz a a thi f involv din ju t uch a ti iti . H
trick the man into gi ing him th fifty d liar, which
up n hi r tum h gi to th victim. Th b Y nd th ir

j urn y back at
the Whitn '
hot I, th A tor
H u .

Th t ur
ar und w
York ha - man
P< rail I with th
Hiland n.
naive b ,un­
u d to th pr­
vailing ultur of
th plac, is
sh " n thighl
by m on
more kno\-d­
edg abl . Th
Irav I by f t,
bard a c nv
anc ,and r turn
1ft traY I.

Th n-
RaqcjCd Dick. P. 71\ trici ti f th

P opl ,th fa cinati n f th n and th tor ,
and th introduction to principal it ar imilar in th
two b k, although Di k' c mm ntari s ar far m r
droll and far Ie ducational that th of P ter and hi
fri nd . Dick, lik Han, find and return m n t

m on who ha I tit. H and rank witn and p il
the ploit of eral thi v ,n t ju ton . Th c n
are not a en ational a th ne in Dod ' b k, but
imilar nt in oth r Aig r b k ar quit n ati nal

indeed.
If Aig r got th id a f a tour fr m 0 dg ,wh r did

he g t the idea for makin a tr t b hi main chara t r?
Alger aid that h got th id a fr m a oung bo tblack,
Johnny olan, whom h m t at th offic of a fri nd
(Alger 1 90, 29).

B k about tr et bo had app ar d poradically
for ov r thirty y ar.6 hamh r t, in hi bi graph of
Alg r, n te that cd L'Vill, Ihe NL'wsboy; or, Ireel Life ill
80 lOll, by th R v r nd Hem Morgan, had b n pub-

TilE "DROP GAME"

I'

Humble Han5 and Ragged Dick:
Brothers under the skin
( olilinlled from Page 9)

aft rn n wh n they ar tired, th boy hitch a ride on an
i -boat. That night in Lyden, a thief enter their room
and tri to t al their mon y. P ter awake in tim and
th boy capture th thief and turn him over to the police.

Th ne t day, after om ight ing, the boy bri fl
i it th B h, "a grand park, or wo d, nearly two miles

In" (0 dg 1943, 17 ), b autiful d pite the wint r
w ath r. Th
trip nd at
P I r' iter'
h m n arby in
th Hague.

Ig r dap­
t d th t ur to
the w Y rk

n Ragged
Di k i ngag d

I ad Frank
hitn , nai e
untr bo, n

at ur f th it,
and i giv n n
of Fr nk' . uit
I war. It i the
b ginnmg of hi
Iran f rmation
fr m tr t b Y
10 r _pc tabl
itiz n. Th two
bight
andp pi ju ta fa inatinga th one th Dutchbo

in H lland, but ther i much mor empha i on th
dang r f th city: thi ,windl r , and con m n.
Th ir r ut tak th m up hatham Str t and Br ad­
wa t adi on quar. 10 t ad of vi iting art and
hi tor mu eum , th tak in uch ight a Barnum'

u urn; th w York H pital; t wart' tor, th
I rg t n Broadwa ;Ta lor' aloon, an legant ating­
plac wh r th two boy hav ic cream; and th Fifth

v nu H t 1. Dick trick a con man who tri to windl
him; "I ain't knock dar und th city treet all m life f r
n thin'," h t 11 Frank ( 19 r 1945, 1 5).5

At Third nu, inc no ic b at ar handy, th
b tak rid on the hor - ar .Th r Frank i accu d
of t aling a w man' pur ,but h 0 n find it in h r
p k t. Aft r thi bri f flurry of cit m nt, the boy it
th ar. to entral Park. It i till und r con truction,

th y d n t tay long.
Th parallel with th B ch i mad by 0 dge her If;
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Alger may w 11 hay be n influ nced, con ciou Iyor
uncon ciously, in hi I cti n of the tr t boy a hero by

Ii hed in 1866, and ay that Jo ph All n, the publi her
of tudent and choolmate, ugg t d that Aig r write
a imilarb ok.7 Aig rmayalr adyhav had uchanidea
in mind. If he had not r ad Tile Irvington Storie when it
wa fir t publi h d - it had n t r c i d many revi w
- he probably did aft r D dge became famou with
Han Brinker. Th la t t ry in Tile Irvillgton Stories is
called "The Arti t and the ew bo ." It de crib an
ngraving by H my Inman. all d "Th wsboy," th

painting, aid Dodg (1 64, 247,249):

"... repre ent a ruddy, ragged, but hone t-looking
little fellow leaning again t the teps f the Astor
House, with a bundle of newspapers under his arm.

The little fellow \ a ragged and dirty enough, but
what of that? Ilealth and cheerfulne s fairly gleamed
through the dirt, ... and the black, tangled hair hining
where it curled in pite of every thing, traggling from
beneath the tattered traw hat, made the rudd face look
all the hand omer. Then the man' coat that he wore,
with it tail cut IT, and it leeves hortened by a great
roll at the wri t, wa a picture in it elf; while the
trou ers full of patches t ay nothing of the places
where patche ought to be - lilled the artist' heart
with delight.

o dge' ery attractive d cripti n f Inman's pictur .
There are other time when Aig r may have u d

Dodge a a model. S hamhor t ha aid that the plot of
BmveandBold" eem[]t b [a]mod rniz drv r in] f
Tile Odys ey told from the point f i w ofTelemachu ."a

The plot concern Rob rt Ru hton, who father, a a
captain, ha appar ntly be nit at ea. B for I a ing,

aptain Ru hton deposited five th u and dollar with
Mr. Davi , the up rintend nt of the factory in hi h m ­
town. H told hi wife only that he had me m n
inv ted, but h could find no trace of it.

Meanwhil , the aptain i in alcutta, ha ing I t hi
memory after hi hip wa unk. Mr . Ru hton I arn
what had happ ned to th money wh n h receiv a
lett r which h r hu band had laun h d in a b ttl aft r
the hip wa 10 t. Although Robert tri d t all ct it, h
had no rec ipt and Mr. Davis d rued having th m n .
R bert goe looking for hi fath r and fortuit u lint
to th am barding hou in alcutta wh r hi father
ha Ii d for two year . Th fath r' m mar i miracu­
lou Iy r tor d upon ing hi on, th r ipt i pr-

nt d, and all nd happily.
The amn ia and the hipwr ck in thi tor are

r mini c nt f Tile Orlys ey, but th r ar th r thing in
th tory which ugge t the influ nc f I{all Brillker.
Han aloha a fath r uffering fr m amn ia, du to a
blow on the head while working on th dik during a
torm. The Brink r , thr ugh hard work, had a d a

thou and guilder, but after Raff' fall, it had di ap­
p ar d. Han wa abl toconvinceth gr at r. B kman
to hi father; th urgeon op rat d and re tared Raff'
m m ry. The money wa found wh r Raff had buri d it
under a tree.

aptain Ru hton' amn ia wa mar
than Raff Brinker' , but th 10 f the m ney i vcr
imilar. Up n hi awak ning, Raff ay (0 dg 1 43,

253), "Thou and guilder !... Ah, I am ur th y hay
been of g due to you, vroww, through th I ng y ar
while your man wa idl." aptain Ru hton a k hi
on (Alg r 1 74, 232), "You ar ur our moth r i

w II provided for? But Mr. Da is ha n d ubt up­
plied her with mon y." Both m n think that th ha
left th ir family w 11 provid d with man during
their ab nce.

Another comm n element f D dge and AIg r i th
"10 t heir" tory. 0 dg fir t u d it in Tlte Irvillgtoll
Storie. Th fir t tory in that book i "Th Hermit f th
Hill ," in whi h Old Pop, a mi r wh liv al ne in th
wo d, recover hi I t daughter and granddaught r
and i brought back to i t b th m.

The tory app ar d again in HailS Brinker. In a
coincid nc quit a gr at a any in Alg r, th wat h
that Raff Brinker had b en given b a young man

(Continued on Pag!: 12)

ry imilarly a he limb
I pt all night (Alg r 1945,

[lie] picked out one or two traws that had found
their wa into the rent of hi clothe, and drawing a
well-worn cap over hi uncombed locks, he wa all
read for the bu ines of the da .

Dick' appearance a he tood be ide the box \ a
rather pe uliar. IIi pant wer torn in everal places,
and had apparently belonged in the lir t instance to a
boy two izes largerthan him elf. He wore a e t, all the
button of which were gone except two, out of which
peeped a hirt which looked a if it had been worn a
month. 0 complete the co tume he wore a coat too long
forhim, dating back, ifone might judge from it general
appearance, to a remote antiquity.

Wa hing the face and hand i u ually con idered
proper in c mmencing the day, but Dick wa above
uch relinement. lIe had no particulardi like to dirt, and

did not think it nece ary to remove everal dark treak
on his face and hands. But in spite of hi dirt and rag
there was something about Dick that wa attracti e. It
wa ea y to ee that ifhe had been clean and well dres ed
he would have been decidedly good-looking.

Ragged Dick i drib d
out th of bo wh re h ha
152):
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Humble Hans and Ragged Dick:
Brothers under the skin
(COli till lied from Page 11)

b f r hi fall i found to bIng to Dr. B kman'
ml mg n. Th I their i re t red to hi fath r
through an th r in id nce wh n the maker' nam
in crib don th ca f r ret I' ilv r kat i found
t b tha t f th d ct r' on.

DOllald a"d Dorothy, D dg' oth r novel, i an
t nd d varianton th "10 th ir" try. Thr babi

w r r cu d from the a; one di . Donald mu t
prov that D roth i r ally hi i t r and not hi
c u in D lia. AIg r fir t u th 10 t heir plot in hi

i th childr n' b k, Mark the Mat Jzboy; or, Richard
I fllllter' Ward, in which Ragg d Dick (who i ragged
no m r ) ar f ray ung b y wh turn out to b th
I t rand n of a pro perou Milwauke bu in
man. ( rk r c gniz hi moth r' pictur to pr v
h i th h ir. The I t h ir i a plot that Alg r wa to
u a ain and again.

Anoth r plot which AIg r u d several time i the
her wh i captur d by a ag and t r otypical
Indian. Although thi i u ually attributed to hi
admirati n for th w rk of Jame F nimore ooper,
hi tori in uchb k i morer mini c ntofD dg ,

n ati naliz d t r "Po- o-Kah n Indian Tal "in
The Irvi", tall lorie. It i , of cour , impo ibl to tell
how much f thi wa du t th pr ailing cultural
vi w f th tim and h w much t Ig r' r ading of

th r auth r .
In 1 7 , Mary Map Dodge b gan a 32-year tint a

th dit r f th m t fam u children' magazin fall
tim, t. ichola. Whil Dodge wa in ur p (h
finall wa able t i it th c untry f Han Brinker,
\ hi h h had writt n about ight ear b for ), h r
a i tant dit r, Frank tockt n, wa r cruiting author
for th n w p ri dica!'

n f th h ught wa Horatio Alg r, Jr. t k-
t n r p rt d (Ell w rth 1919,92): "Horatio Alg r, Jr.,
find that hi contract with anoth r publi h r will n t
all whim t writ for u ."

Thi mayor rna not have b n true; iihe had want d
to writ f r t. ichola, h would rtainly have had a
han t do ointh n t25year .Didh ,p rhap ,ha

an th r ran? Wa h mbarra d to writ for th
w man fr m whom h had b rr w d? Did h think h
w uld di 0 r it and b angry? Did he imply not want
t b dit db a w man?

W hall n v r kn w. But w can wond r if Alg r,
writing f r n f th trul gr at ditor, might ha
pr du d m r criticall acclaim d work than tho e in
hi I ga .

OT
1. The dat f r The Irvi"gtoll Stories, Dodg , fir t book, i

gi n a 1 65 in th b ok, but th pyright dat iI, and
ath rin orri Wright give th dat a o. 1 , in h r

auth rized biograph, Uuiyofthe Si/tlt.'r Skates (Wright 1979,26).
2. For compl t r f rene Darling 19 ,2 6.
3. For compl t r fer n harnhor t and Bal

19 1,27-2 .
4. Th r vi win th merican Literary azctte did not

app ar until ovemb r. For compl t r f r nces, Dar-
ling 19 ,2 6.

5. Strugglillg Upward alld ther Works, with an intro-
duction by Ru I rous , in Iud 5, in additi n to the
tit! tor, Ragged Dick and two oth r Ig r book.

6. awelti 1965,106-10 .
7. harnhor t with Bal 19 5, 1.
8. harnhor t 19 0,7 .
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A }publislhliiI\<g (odyssey
Seeking His Fortune and the $500 check

SEEKING HIS FORTUNE,

oTHE R D I .A LOG U E S.

BY

HonATIO ALGEn, Ja".....
0, AUGUSTA CHENEY,

LORING. Publi,.her.

lJ08'l'ON.

ar : "The agic Mirror," "Taking Poi on," "Th ho tl
Vi itation," "Aunt Hannah' Valentin ,"" r. Bli ' i­
ion," "Taming a Wif "( ah, au b t!),"Aunt Rach I'

Fright," and" r. kinflint' Bar ain ."
This book will ha au laughing, fa cinat d and

nchant d whil holding a mirror t ur own foibi , in
hart, a rna t rpi ce too long una ailabl to th m mb r.
f the Horatio Alg r it.

In th v mber-D c mb r 199 ew -
bo , H. . . Vic Pr id nt arol a k noff a , "I
finally own a fir t edition of othing To Do, and, thank
to the work of Da id oUi r (PF-94 ) and il tg rd
(PF-024), I ha e a hand am c p of Seeking Hi Fortl/m',
th final tw titl that ha Iud d m." an a id
call etor, en arol ack noff wa unabi t obtain
Seeking His Fort/me, until now.

Wh r did the copy fSeeking His Fortl/ne u d f r thi
(Co/ltil/llCd on Page 14)
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Seeking His Fortune
and the $500 check
( clI/til/lled from Page 13)

diti n com fr m? Fr m il W tgard' coil ction. A
man of you know, il, mor than anyone in th i ty,
ha mad a ailablemanyofth impo siblydifficulttofind

Ig r b ok through hi quality signed limited diti n .
Hi titl in Iud Tlte cw ellDolma'am; limber 91;

Timotlty Crllmp's Ward; HlIgo, The Defonlled; Nothing to
Do; Batlta's Itristma Vi ion; Tom Trac\f; Grall(i'lher
8~/dwill's Th~llk 'givil.,g; Tlte Di agreeable Woman; Makillg
I fl' Mark; WllIt and WII1; Anllie Graltam; Tlte YOllng Patriots;
H rb rt R. Ma ' Afger, a Biography Withollt a Hero;
Addresses Delivered by Rev. J.P. heal, Jr. and Rt'V. 110ratio
Alger~ at the .emi.-Centennial Celebration ofthe Dedicatioll of
the f,,-t 1I111tanall hllrell, SOllth atick, oventber 20,
1878; alld Robert LaWSOIl: or, A Mini ter' Fortune.

IIcreli t d nth ba k fthe pe ialadv rti ingfl r
for eekillg Hi fort line indud d in the previou two i ue
of ew boy. All 16 b , with id ntical dition numb r
in a h olume, can b purchased for the pe ial price of
$ 5 ,plu $1 hippingandhandlingforth fir tvolum ,50

nt. f r a h additional volume. il can b r ached b
phon (I t it ring a dozen tim ) at (5 1) 7 6-2340.

ft rc mplainingtohimaboutn rb ingablet
btain Seeking I fi Fortlllle, il ca ually mention d he

had a py. I practically creamed into th phon
"L t' print it!!" B au f hi xp rti e on hi oth r
publishing project, I put th brunt of Seekillg His
FortlllH' int hi capabl hand - the lay ut into
ignatur , el ting and monitoring th printer and

bind r , 0 rde ignandartw rk, tc.( W tgard'
r lat d articl , which foil w on Page 15).

what wa my part? othing, xc pt to provid th
apital ncar to mak uch a rare volum available

and di tribut it to th di cerning Horati Alger ociety
m mb r, who now ha a chance, for the fir t tim , to
omplet hi Alger c II ction.

hould you r ad it? Where el e can you obtain 22
harming Victorian tal for Ie than $3.50 each? B for

th opi ar hau ted,tak tim to rderon ,at 55
an where in the U.. By the way, Strivingfor Fortllne, the

& pap rback republi h dis than two year ago, ha
few r than a doz n copi remaining in my inventory. It
i only 25 p r copy. I may be reached at ( 18) 246-246 .

What ha luded me? I have y t to obtain the two­
v lum t of The Life of Edwin Forrest, by William
Rouns ill Alger, Horatio' cou in. If anyone ha such
f r aI, pI a c ntact me (it i a ailabl through
Amazon.com, but I am after an original, publi h d by

J.B. Lippincott in 1 77).
. If~y of you can acce eBay on y ur comput r, y u

will fmd a wonderful ongoing auction of Alger b 0 .

La t u~ r, aft r wading through all th amp Alger
t r 0 1 W , Alg r Hi bi graphi , t., I fund and

purcha ed a fir t edition f Rag I'd Dick f r $51 n eBay.
Ed Matt on (PF-067) rifi d it a B nn tt fir t dition,
had it repair d, and it i n f th priz fm colle ti n.
For r pair work on Loring bo k in parti ular, d ha a
fanta tic ource f r quality work, and hi prices ar
wonderfully in p n iv ... and you can tru t -d to hay
itd n correctlyandinatim Iymann r.Youcancallhim
at (410) 66 -4730.

I found a cond Ragged Dick first dition n eBa (
ardn r fir t) and Ed al 0 had it r t red. It i for al f r

$550. B the way, d will b printing a revi d diti n f
Bob B nn tt' Horati Aig r bibli graphy, all d ol/ec­
tor Gllide to Horatio Alger, Jr. (f r m r informati n on
thi book, e the dit r's ot b ok - cd.),

If you hav a want Ii t and ar n t t n th Intern t
mail it to m and 1will try to find opie for ou n n'
of th b k mark tplac u had n d B k·­
chang. eBay i al 0 a t rrific pI e to . II your urplu
b ok .Uy uatt ndthec nv nti n,a kJani e ndMik
M rl Yor Art Y ung, who u eBay all th tim t bu
and II Alg r b ok , for d tail. Hope to s C ou at th
con ntion!

n last thing. I wi h t particular! thank ditor
Bill ow n for hi drudgery in in rting the ad v rti ­
ing mat rial in ew boy for eekillg Ills fort //Ill', a'
well a going through th i-time -a- ar agony of
s ing that ew boy r ach s ach and ery on f
u . Thank you, Bill!

WANTED

The following two Horatio Alger books:

Victor Vane
Robert Coverdale's Struggle
Any condition

June Butler (PF-886)
8175 Co. Rd., N.E.
North Branch, MN 55056
Phone: (651) 674-7375

or (612) 332-1441
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Cover and spine designs ofthe Westgard and
Collier & Westgard limited edition Alger volumes

B Gilbert K. We tgard II (PF-024)

Can u t 11 anything about a bo k from it co er, or
from it pin? ot alway, but I lik to think that th

diff r nt d ign l' e ch s n for th Alg r b ok I'
publi h d hay b en appropriat and do not uffer by
c mpari n with tho pr duc d in Alg r' lifetim .

The tr t ign on th cover of Alger Street wa taken
from an a tual ign I photograph d in Ma achu tt in
1963, and which b came th titl for my collection of
Alger' p try publi h d by J.. anner & 0., the fol­
lowing y ar. I how d thi photo to the late K nneth B.
Butl r at hi Way id Pr nd ta, IIlinoi , who
hand I d th printing and d ign of th bo k, a ann r
had n printing faciliti of it own, and wa willing t
accept m ugg ting the Mr. Butl r' firm do the print­
ing. It t k K n only a f w m m nt t int rpr t my id a
and mak a r ugh k tch of what v ntually b came th
fr nt co r f Alger Street. Th ph to f m n th back
c r wa a Polaroid taken by my moth r in 1964.

Th fir t f ur bo k h wing my nam a publi h r,
Tile ew Scl1oolma'am, limber 91, Timothy Crllmp' Ward
and otl1illg to Do, ar d oid of an c er de ign , and
th typ nth pin wa cho n by th firm that did th
binding, Z nn Bo kbind r , Inc., which wa locat d
ju tar 0 arb rn tr t, in hicago, from the Id
M.A.D nohu Building, I ated ju t a f w block uth

f th p. Thi. hi toric ar a produ d t n of Alger
b ok in th lat 19th and arly20thc nturi .Zonneha
inc m v d to an th r I ati n with a far different

hi t rical c nn ction. Th firm i now located ju t ne t to
the it wh r Mr. 'L ary' n t riou ow kick d ov r
a lant rn to ignit th r at hicago Fire fIn.

Hllgo, Tlte Deformed, i th fir t dition of a tory that
originall app ar d in th ew York un in 1857, and
whi hIdi coy r dinan w pap rc II ctionatthe w
York tat ibrar, in Alban , along with ix oth r pre i-

u Iy unkn wn Alg r rials. At that time I wa mainly
ngag d in a arch for 19 r hort tori and a.
inc HI/go, Tlte Deformed, had n r b for app ar d a

a b k, I ch t creat a d ign for th co er and title
pag that fit th dark and ini t r underton of th tal.

For Bertl1a' Chri tina Vi iOIl, Iud a larg nowflak
n th c v r, and mall r n on th pine.

Tom Tracy f atur a vignette ofTom on the cover, and
a r duc d v r i n of th am figur on th pin.

A n th riginal, a h af of grain appear on the
co r f Gralld'tlter Baldwill' TI1allk givill .

B th Making His Mark and Wait alld Will ha e foil-
tamp d d ign howing th Wind f Fortune that
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FOR SALE NOW

January-February 1999

A COLLECTOR'S' GUIDE TO
HARDCOVER BOYS' SERIES BOOKS

(2nd Printing)
by Mattson and Davis - the MAD Book Company

Available Now - Immediate In-Stock Shipment

Our 1st printing sold out in 16 weeks and since then we've received over
1200 new additions, corrections and updates. Hence, we have reprinted our

book with a brand new coated cover, lay-flat binding, offset printing and
much more information than before.

The most complete, up-to-date and informative work about Boys' Series
Books published since 1987.

8-1/2" x 11" - 578 Pages - Thicker than a Phone Book
Bibliographic & Collector Information on over 750 Series

Listings of Rare, Scare and Hard-to-Find Books
Excellent Resource for both the Collector and Dealer

$54.95 plus 3.75 Shipping and Handling
for Shipment to U.S. - Continental 48.

Alaska - Hawaii or Foreign - Please Call for Shipping Charges
We take VISA, Mastercard and American Express

Arthur P. Young's Review in Newsboy: "The compilers deserve the respect and appreciation of the collecting community
for this extraordinary contribution to the bibliographic control of boys series literature."

Chuck Jacobs (a lifelong collector): "What a wonderful book. I learned more in one hour than in my previous 20 years of
collecting. Well done. "

Contact:
MATTSON ENTERPRISES

E. (Ed) Christian Mattson - Antiquarian Bookseller
Four Turtlerock Court, Baltimore MD 21234
Phone: (410) 668-4730 FAX: (410) 882-9137

EMail: emattson@qis.com


