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pirit of Strive and Succeed thnt for Iralf a century guided Alger's

undaunted lreroes -lads whose stru gles epitomized tire great American
dream and f1altlCd hero ideals in cOlmtless millions ofyoung Americans.
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wide!. 2.00. nd ad . with h k payabl to JloraUo All(('r lelv. P.O.
Box 70361. RJ hmond. VA 23255.

TIl bove rate appl to all want ad . a1on/l with ads olll-ring n n·Al~ r
books for sale. Ilowever. It Is th poU 0 the 1l0raUo AI~er lely to
promote the ex: hang of A1g r book and rela d Al/ler mat rial by
providing pa free of charge to our members for the sale only of u h
material. Send ad or "leiters to th Editor- to New boy editor WUUam R.
Gowen IPF-7061 at 23726 . Overh1Jl Dr.. Lake Zuri h. It. 0047.

Newsboy. th offiCial n w lett r of the Horatio Alger
Society. is publi hed bi-monthly ( ix i ue pry ar). M rn­
b rshlp fe for any 12-rnonth p nod i $20. with Ingl
issues ofNewsboy co ling 3.00. PI as rnak all r mlttance
payabl to th Horatio AI r So I ty.

M rnbershlp application . ren wal . chang of addr ss
and other corr sponden e hould be nt to Horatio Alger
Society. P.O. Box 70361. Richmond, VA 23255.

Newsboyisindex dinth Mod mLanguageAs ociatlon'
In tematlonal Bibliography.

BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY B.A.S.
-Horatio Alger. Jr.. A Compr hensiue Bibliography. by Bob

Bennett (PF-265); republi hed by MAD Book 0 .. 19 9
-HoratioAlg ror. TIleAmerican H 'roEra. by Ralph D. Gardner

(PF-053).
-The Fictional R public: Horatio Alg r and Am rican Political

Discourse. by arol a kenolT (PF- 21).
-Publication Formats of the 59 Storie by Horatio Alger. Jr. as

Reprinted by theJohn C. Winston Co.. by Bob awyer (Pr 455)
and Jtm Thorp (PF-574).

-Horatio Alg r Books Published by AL. Burt. by Bradford S.
Chase (PF-412).

-Horatio Alg r Books Published by M.A. Donohue & Co.. by
Bradford S. Cha e (PF-412).

-Horatio Alger Books Published by Whitman Publishing 0 .. by
Bradford S. Cha e (Pr-412).

-Horatio Alg r Books Published by 111 w York Book Co.. by
Bradford S. Cha e (Pr-412).

-The 1.0 t Ufe of Horatio Alg r. Jr.• by ry hamhor t with
Jack Bale (PF-258).

Your Bard of Dir ctors just concluded an exception­
ally bu y mid-term meting at the Horatio Alger Society
R po itory at orthem Illinoi Univer ity. On Oct. 30,
Board member from all over the country convened for a
9~-hourm ting-no, that's not a misprint. The Board'
ta k, to propo a revised and updated et of bylaws to
the memb r hip, was gr atly facilitated by Brad hase's
codification of the pre ent bylaw provi ions a derived
principally from prior i sues of ewsboy.

The Board decided to divide the various issue into
two docurn nts, on a constitution which contains fun­
damental principle and directions, and the other a set of
bylaw which contain mor operational guidance for
the ociety' many activities.

The Board then w nt about the task of reexamining
ery curr nt bylaw provision and making changes a

appropriat in the light of contemporary practic and
d irable future direction. The ugge ted text of the
con titution and bylaw will appear in the March-April
2000 i su of ewsboy. A full discus ion will b ched­
ul d for th convention in May.

Although we at through a very long meeting, it wa
not all work. The Sp cial Collections area was open
during the moming, and th Board member had the
opp rtunity to ee our latest acquisitions. We ree ntly
acquir d the magnificent first-edition Horatio Alger col­
I tion of m mb r J cry Fri dland (PF-376). The collec­
tion contains fir t ditions of 116 of Alger's 119 books,
t g ther with many important and carce fir t hardco er
and variant ditions. Also r pre ented are important
r print t, original rialization, and a very nice et of

arfi ld Library titl . This collection, coupled with our
arlier acquisitions, vaults NIU' Alger re ource to th

fr nt rank of the world's libraries.
In my la t column, I indicated that I would begin to

di cu modem Alger reprints. I am mindful of that
tatem nt, but I hav come to believe that it would b

mor ad quately treated in a r gular article, and plan to
do 0 m time in the future.

May ther be a book trea ure in your futur at a
wonderfully low price!

Your Partic'lar Friend,
Arthur P. Young (PF-941)
912 Borden Ave.
Sycamore, IL 60178-3200
E-mail: ayoung®niu.edu
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Alger ages, but not much:
A Centennial reflection

by Arthur P. Young (PF-941)

Friends of Horatio Alger, Jr., we are gathered again
for our annual convention with its always allitera
tive catchphra e, "Dash to DeKalb." Our meetings

are characterized by a wonderful amalgam of educa­
tional opportunities, sharing of expertise, buying and
elling of Alger books and other serie literature, and the

many good works associated with the Horatio Alger
Repository at North m Illinois University.

This year i very special because we come together
under the important symbolism of the centennial of
Horatio Alger, Jr.' death in 1899. The very fact that we
are h re in celebration 100 years after Alger's pen was
tilled, in and of itsell, is a remarkable testimony to the

importance of Alger' writing and to the enduring theme
of his many works. I would like to very briefly cover the
milestone of Alger' career and then pau on some of
his many influences in literature, drama, and above all,
the continuing pre ence of his strive and succeed phi­
losophy as an enduring symbol of our national culture.

Horatio Alger, Jr. was born in Chelsea, Massachu-
etts, on January 13, 1832, the son of Horatio Alger, Sr.

and Olive Augusta Fenno Alger. He went on to get a
bach lor' degree from Harvard, graduating 8th in a
class of 88 with a Phi Beta Kappa key in 1852. His early
year aft r graduation wer devoted to editorial work
and writing poetry and hort stories for such periodicals
as Ballou'S, Gleason' , Harper's, and Putnam's. In 1856,
his first book appeared, Bertha's Christmas Vision. He
went on to graduate from the Harvard Divinity School in
1860, and in the middle of that decade, he assumed the
pa tor hip of a church in Brewster, Mas achu etts. He
left that position after only several years, and proceeded
to dedicated his life to writing juvenile literature. He
went on to writ more than 100 published volumes and
hundreds of hort tories and poems, many of them re­
printed multiple times. He wrote under his own name, as
w II as the pen names of arl Cantab, Arthur Lee Putnam,
Caroline Pre ton, Julian Starr, and Arthur Hamilton.

Alger's greatest work occurred early in his career,
namely, the "Ragged Dick" series, which is a group of
stories about New York street boys who struggled and
made good. The characterizations in this eries set the

Editor's note: This article is derivedfrom the keynote address
at the centennial Horatio Alger Society convention, "Dash to
DeKalb," in DeKalb, 111., on May 14, 1999.

stage for many dozens of similar books which follow.
Ragged Dick, or as he is also known, Richard Hunter, wa
a playful lad who smoked and gambled and played
tricks on his friends. He wa , however, generou and told
the truth, and enterprising and sell reliant. With Ragged
Dick, Alger began a lifelong commitment to the urban
setting and the dislocation which were unfolding a a
result of the rapid industrialization of the country. The
young people and their trials, tribulation, triving, and
eventual uccess are highlighted in thi ries and in
many others. The typical Alger hero was of olid charac­
ter and often advanced through enterprise and luck, and
the help of a friend or two along the way. Alger' endur­
ing accompli hment a a writer, I think, i b t captured
by Professor Carol ackenoff in her recent book:

Horatio Alger, Jr. unwittingly derived a formula to
deal with hopes and anxieties in a rapidly changing
world. He captured a form of discourse that not only
spoke to many in the era in which he wrote but could
still be spoken by later generations. The tory, 'fic­
tion,' by the time the ink was on the page, touched
something vital. The narrative about our future and our
past - and the relation between the e - constitutes
political identity. In it, Jeffersonian virtues meet the
industrial era. The country meets the city, and both win:
virtue and economic opportunity are wedded. The
American Jerem iad exhorts its audience to stand true to
its principles and meet the forces threatening to undo
the grand experiment. And the Republic ofthe reator,
emerging from its rite of passage, triumphs.!

Horatio Alger's treatment by biograph rs ha be n
varied and uneven, to say the very least. Alger' fir t
biographer, Herbert Mayes, wrote about hi ubject in
1928.2 He took a great many liberties with Alger' life,
concoctedas rie of pisode whichn v roccurr d,and
attributed books to Alger which he n v r wrot . The
biography, of cour e, wa a literary hoax, which took
nearly 50 years for the author to disclo e.

It was a wonderful hoax if you are into thi g nr of
literature, but it regrettably had a la ting impact on
ubsequent writer and the many ntrie about Alg r

which appeared in various biographical and ncyclope­
dic sources. In 1964, Ralph D. ardner wrot Horatio
Alger, or the American Hero Era.3 Gardner's w Ll-written
biography brought together many new fact about Alg r
and conveyed the Alger story in a briskly written vol­
ume. It is a good read. Gardner al 0 append d an im­
mensely important bibliography of Alger' works. Thi
bibliography was later printed in eparate format, n-

(Continued on Page 5)
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r.Etfitors note6oot

At th turn of th century and in th years shortly
ther aft r, when a person performed a heroic, winning feat
n the athletic field, it wa called a "Merriwell finish."

Two gen rations later, aft r ilbert Patten' Frank
and Dick Merriwell had become di tant m morie , along
cam hip Hilton. And in our gymna iums, a well a on
our f otball fi Ids and bas ball diamonds, the operative
phra to a winning ba k t, home run or touchdown
b cam known as "pulling a Chip Hilton."

Th Chip Hilton ports eries wa differ nt than
most rie book we have com to love. Thi wa a
eri written by a real bask tball coach, lair Bee, not a

prof ional author writing under his own name or
under a hou nam for the Strat m yer Syndicate. Th
23 hip Hilton b oks, published by Gro et & Dunlap
b tw n 194 and 1966, wer the real d al: true-to-life
adv ntur with hard-fought athletic competition at
th ir cor . B had b n there, through all the highs and
I w f a long coaching car er (412 victorie a head
c ach at Rider 011 ge and Long Island Uni er ity).

fterthepoint- having candalsoftheearly1950 our d
him on coaching, B r tired and continued to write his

hip Hilt n t rie for an eager young audience.
And now, the hip Hilton erie i back, in hand-

m pap rback diti n publish d by Broadman &
Holman, a mo tly religious publisher ba ed in a hville,
T on. Th books k P th original torie intact (al­
th ugh the t ts have b en updated considerably to
mak them r levant for the new millennium).

tho e of u who read the Chip Hilton torie as
kid hav r a hed middl age or old r a th c ntury
wind to a clo , thes book hold a nostalgic place in our
Ii . They ar full of the spirit of the 1950 , a time wh n
lif in America wa carefre , the baby-boom generation
wa in full flower, big car and rock 'n' roll wer king.
Th wYorkYank and Brooklyn Dodgers captured
the imagination of ports fans, with pro f otbaU about
to explode onto the cene by the late 1950 . Little League
ba eball wa new and exciting, and high school port
w r important in every town in America.

Chip Hilton wa "a h ro for all time ," a tat d th
h adlin in a 1980 f ature article for Sports Illustrated,
written by Jack Mc allum.

In a rec nt i ue of Sports Illustrated, Mc allum
pay anoth r vi it with Chip Hilton, the "new" hip
Hilton, in an article "Back to School for Chip Hilton."

H r ar a f w of Mc allum' thought on this rie
that he, like most u is hi age, enjoy dreading 0 much

while growing up in th 1950:
Well, Hiltonites, there big ne\ : the fir t 12

book of the erie are available again (from
Amazon.com or at independent b ok tore ) \ ith
updated characters and plots, and there are plan to
rerelease all 23, plus a 24th (Fiery Fullback) from an
unpublished manuscript that Bee completed before
he died in 1983. That s not nece sarily good new for
tho e Hiltonites who ish that time would not tamper
with hip, thatthe mythical Valley Falls High chool
and tate Univ rsity where he pun out hi three­
sport heroics would remain in their pristine tates. In
fact, modernizing the serie wasn teen the fir t
choice ofthe modernizers them elve ,namely Bee's
daughter, indy Farley, and her husband, Rand ,
who promised Bee before his death at age 87, that
they would try to make the books available t a ne\
generation.

"We wanted to put them out the way they were,
which was alway Dad shop , says indy. "But no
publi her would let u do the originals, because they

(Contillued 011 Page 9)
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Alger ages, but not much:
A Centennial reflection
(Continued from Page 3)
titled The Road to Success, and remains the mo t widely
di tributed list ofAlger' works. Gardnersingle-handedly
launched the resurrection of Alger's writings and impor­
tance to th hi tory of American popular culture.

Gary Scharnhorst and Jack Bales published The Lost
Life of Horatio Alger, Jr. in 1985.4 This work is the best
researched biography of Alger which we have, and is the
result of xhaustive mining of the primary sources.
Scharnhor t and Bales et the record straight on many
a p cts of Alger's literary career and private life. If
Gardner may b criticized for being over-buoyant about
some of Alger' contribution, Scharnhorst and Bales
may be judged overly cynical about some of Alger'
flaws and lit rary hortcomings.

The most recent treatment of Alger i by Carol
ackenoff, who wrote The Fictional Republic: Horatio Alger

and American Political Discourse, in 1994. Rather than a
straight biographical treatment, Profes or ackenoff
looks at Alger through the lens of thematic analysis,
addre sing such topics as technology, capitalism, de­
mocracy, rna fiction, cultural wars, and the national
character. Prof s or ackenoff's work is an outstanding
pi ce of scholarship which pre ent a nuanced and bal­
anced view of Alger' writings and contributions.

1 thought it might be intere ting to examine Alger'
impact over the decade and even the past century,
mindful, of cour ,that we are celebrating the centennial
of his death this year.

To thi end, I have d cided to undertake a selective
inventory of Alger's continuing presence in such areas as

literature, cholarship, organization, and, f c ur ,th
used book market. It i readilyacknowledg d that th
Alger theme directly influenced uch ub qu nt writ r
as Theodore Dreiser and F. Scott Fitzgerald. Les w 11
known i the Alger parody in athanael W t' Cool
Million, written in 1934 at the depth of the 0 pre ion.s

Early in the book ther i a c n with a y ung t r, hi
mother, and a lawyer who has come to announce that
their house will be taken away. We t continu ," ur
hero, although only 17 years old, was a tr ng- pirit d
lad and would have follow daft r th lawy r but f r hi
mother. n hearing her voice, he dropp d th a e which
h had snatched up and ran into thehou et comfort her.
The poor widow told her on all w have r c unt d, and
the two of them sat plunged in gloom. 0 matt r how
they racked their brains, they could not d i cover a way to
keep the roof over their head ." And th tory nd with
the following ingle line: "All hail, the American boy."

learly, an Algere que appropriation.
Anotherliterary atirer miniscentofHold n aulfi ld,

entitled The Galapagos Kid, orThe La t All-American Boy, wa
publish d by the Pushcart BookPr in1971 by non oth r
than a Luke Walton.6 The book ven b gin with a qu te
from Alger's Ben's Nugget, namely, "So it happ ns that
good fortune is often nearer to us than we imagined, n
when our hearts are mo t anxious,"

There is a continuing fascination with Alger in the
cholarly literature, and several dozen dis rtations have

been written over the past veral d cad with Alg r a
either a main or important s condary th m . F rty y ars
after his death, Alger's storie surfaced through th me­
dium of comics, namely in Th Shadow and 0 avage.
Alger has been reprinted by well over 100 publisher ,and
that activity continues without abatement. In th 1970,

(Continued on Page 6)
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Alger ages, but not much:
A Centennial reflection
(Continued from Pa e 5)
Alger's work were r printed by Amo Pre ,largely
di tribut d to libraries and ther fore om what difficult
to obtain. Publication continues apace in the '90s by
app arances in books publi hed by aston Pre in 1992,
and in 1995 by a religiou organization called Mantle
Mini tri .

In this new digital age, I have been 001 to locate 17 of
Alger' writings, including 11 full books, which are avail­
abl onth World Wide Web. The availability of the texts
in this format ha undoubtedly contributed to the numb r
of cou yllabi throughout th country which includ
Alg r's works, mo t particularly Rag ed Dick.

I ha found Alger a ociat d with cour e giv n at
Wayne State, outhem Illinois Univer ity, University of
Wi n in, Univ r ity of Pennsylvania, and Syracu
University. There are doubtle others that bring Alger
into cours on American popular literature. Th re ar

v ral World Wide Web ites which are good entry
point to the tudy of Alger. ne very helpful ite i
maintain d by Bill R ach at Wa hbum University, a
coli ction of UTC and helpfullinkag to oth rite .

The Horatio Alger Society, of cour e, maintain a
h Ipful ite and orthem Illinois Univ r ity pro id
information about Alger and hi contribution. Perhap
th mo t uniqu indication of th continuing fa cination
with Alger, and mindful of our convening on the centen­
nial f hi d ath, i that 1ger i highlighted on a world­
wid w bite which provide information about th
burial pia of hundr ds of farnou p ople.

We in the Horatio Alger ocietyhavea teadyintere t
in th buying and lling of Alger item , and th u d
book market is another indicator ofcontinuing inter tin
an auth r. I r c ntly ch cked in to the Advanced Book
Exchange, or ABE Books, and pulled up a list of books for
al r I ting t fiv or six author. For Alger, there wer

1,857 bo k available; for H nty, 1,698; for Edward Elli ,
0; for liv r ptic,5 7; and for Edward Strat m y r,

tho written oily under hi name,283 volume .Horati
Alg r, quite obviou Iy, ha left behind a lively u ed b ok
market. I will save the pricing of Alger' works and th
I v I of bibliographic inexp rti di play d by not a f
b k d al r to anoth r time and place.

o ur ey of Alg r' continuing pre enc can omit
the important work done by the Horatio Alger A ia-
tion, a group now more than 50 year old which annuall
giv out five or ix awards to distingui h dAm rican
f r their accompli hm nt . The As ociation also ha an
array of cholar hip, a publication program, and a gift
atalog with Alg r-r lated item. The Horatio Alger

As ociationhasb nin trumentalink ping Alger' lif
and works at the forefront.

And now for a personal a ment. I think Alger and
his works continue to live and to be d bat d because they
confront the sentiallife experience. Alger wrot about
young peopl in particular, nsing that th y were the
nation' great resoUTC which mu t b haped and nur­
tured. He wrote about the transformation f America from
agricultural time to urban life, and h continually ad­
dres ed the dilemmas of m ritocracy, quality, manners,
morals, advancement, economic reward, and, above all,
character. In fact, the two central th m in Alg r' wor
ar character and the common w ai, two italcomp nents
of our p ronal identity and, ultimat ly, ur national char­
acter. Sean O'Connell, in a wond rful book written in 1995
ntitled Remarkable, Un peakable Nw York, A Literary HI ­

tory, allocate significant pac to Alg r and his career. I
w uld like to end with om f ' nn ll' w rd :

Alger's heroes, too, would ha e it both ways- by
achieving their success through manner and morality,
by acquiring money, and attaining grace. The solution
to this dilemma for Alger was to contri e a hero v ho
preserved his sense of decency and character at the
same time that he pursued the dream of ucce . Alger
adapted to his own purpo es Ben Franklin' m th ofthe
impoverished, ideali tic young American \ ho enter a
strange city and through hard work, an e emplary
character, hre\ dne s, and good fortune, entually
triumphs. Alger no el , then, are triumphs of hope
over experience; their vast popularity tell u much about
what Americans wanted to believe ab ut them elve and
about the America the aw in ew York it}.7

And now I retum to th titl f th r mark, and can
confid ntly a ert that, mor than v r, Alger ag ,but
not much. Your partic'lar friend gath r d h re t day,
alute you, your writing, and your m m ry.

OTES
1. Carol ack noff, The FIctIOnal Republic: HoratIO

Algerand American Polillcal Discourse. ( w York: ford
Uni er it Pr ,1994), p. 271.

2. H rbert R. Maye ,Alger: A BIOgraphy Witiiout a Hero.
ew York: Macy-Ma ius, 192 .

3. Ralph D. Gardn r, HoratIO Alger, or The Allwrican
Hero Era. M ndota,lllinoi : Way id Pr s ,1964.

4. Gary chamhor t and Jack Bale, Til' Lo:>t 1ife of
Horatio Alger, Jr. Bloomington: Indiana Univ r it Pre ,
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5. athana I W t, The Dream ofBalso Snell, and A Cool
Million. ew York: nday Pr ,1 6.
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All-American Boy. ew York: Pu hcart B ok Pre ,1971.
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A Uterary History. (Bo ton: B ac n Pr 5,1995), p. 84.
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Aremembrance
Editor's note: The Horatio Alger Society ha been

inform d f th d ath of longtime memb r Florenc
gil ie chn Il (PF-344) on Aug. 16, 1999 at age 93 at

her r idence, th Manor Hou e, in S aford, Del.
Flor n e, a lif memb r, join d the ciety in January
1972. A m morial ervice wa h Id pt. 13 at Manor
House. Flor nce' son, John Schnell, a k that any gift
in her m mory b mad to your favorite chariti .

n of th r asons for Florence's life-long intere tin
th work f Horatio Alger, Jr., wa the fact that her
grandfath r, John Stuart gilvie, wa the publisher of
the fir t dition of Tony tIle Hero (1880), From Farm Boy
to Senator (1882) and Tom the Bootblack (1880, first thus,
n w titl for Tire Western Boy) and a ri of paperback
reprint, mo t of th m in The People' Library.

In t b r, 1976, Flor nce wrote arm mbrance of her
grandfath r for ewsboy. We reprint it h re for the benefit
ofn w rm mb rsp ibly unfamiliar with this important
Alger publi h r. The photo of J. S. gilvi on Page 8 was
provided by Fl rence at th time he wrote th article.

John Stuart Ogilvie
By Florence Ogilvie chnell (PF-344)

M y grandfath r,John tuart gilvie, wa born in
1843 in Kirriemuir, cotland, and came to

r npoint, Long I land, w York, with hi
parent wh n he wa a mall boy. Th voyage, on a
ailing v I, took six wk.

At 10 Y ar of age, he worked in a drug store in
reenpoint, and lat r h learn d ship carpentry on the

"Merrimac" or "Monitor." He r alized that he needed
more education and h went to night chool at Cooper
Union, w York City, and later taught ther .

A Mr. t m, who work d at the American Bible
Society in w York City, help d him obtain a po ition
ther . Aft r thi job h got into th publishing busin by
his own initiative.

He b long d to the Dutch Reformed hurch, but later
b came int r t d in the Pr byt rian Church.

He m t harlott Elizabeth Purcha e at a temperance
c nvention in Flu hing, Long Island. She wa the seventh
daughter (considered lucky) of 13 children, and was a
chool teach r when they met. She had belonged to the
pi copal hurch, but aft r they were married they

join d a Pre byterian church.
Lat ron, randpa wa Superintendent for 25 years

of the Noble Str et Pr byterian hurch in Brooklyn,
ew York. Each hristmas he gav very child orne

Florence O. Schnell (PF-344) in a photo taken at the
1990 H.A.S. convention at Catskill, N.Y.

candy and an orange. orne of hi carp nter fri nd
helped him build a hou at 129 ak tr t, r enpoint,
Long I land, where he and harlotte Ii ed when th
w re fir t marri d. v ry Friday v ning, om on cam
to tay with the four children 0 that th ir par nts ould
att nd prayer meeting.

Twice, Grandpa saw hi publi hing firm bum to the
ground at con id rabl financiallo . I b Ii v th fir t
location wa 29 Ro e tre t, w York, and th lat r
building was 57 Ro e tr t.

He had a verbal agreement with om on ab ut a
book plate. However, the man aid that h had n v r
made the agr ement and u d randpa, won th ca ,
and wa awarded 10,000. P ibly my Aunt lli
Ogilvie Pu ey Grier, who told m th tor, didn't
have the amount correct. 10,000 em Like a hug

ttlement for sometime around 1900. In any ca , th
publi hing firm had r cently burned, and with th
add d expen es of two on in colleg, randpa aid
that he didn't know how he wa g ing to pay thi um
of money.

randma aid not to w rry about paying th
amount, becau e over the year h had a ed that
much money out of her hou eh Id allowanc and
from mon y gifts which had be n giv n her for ari­
ou hristmases. At thi time they had two rvant,
lived comfortably, and what was p rhap unique for

(Continued on Page 8)
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John Stuart Ogilvie
(Continued from Page 7)

tho e day, h paid all the bills.
Later on they had a ummer home at Morris Cove,

L ng I land, facing a bay. They nam d the hom "Airlie
Hall" for the Earl of Airlie, Lord David gilvy (Ogilvie)
of Kortachy astle in Kirriemuir, Scotland. Ogilvi is a
fairly common name in Scotland.

ir Jam Barrie' home in Kirriemuir wa next door
to the Ogilvie hom (Editor' note: James Barrie was the
author f Peter Pan). Barrie' motherwa Margar t gilvie,
a r lative. Hi small brown tone, two- tory hou e on a
narrow idewalk i now a mu urn.

My hu band and I went to e the Ogilvie birthplace
and Barri Mu eum in 195 . There i a picture of Barrie
on the wall with a trong family re emblance to my
grandfath r as I r m mber d him.

I nly hav one r collection of him. He wa itting up
in a high-backed dark wood bed, r covering from a
troke. However, he became worse and died on Feb. 9,

1910, and I wa then about four and one-half years old.
He wa buri d inGr nwood Cemetery, Brooklyn, .Y.

I hav b n told that he wa a devoted family man. If
h gav on child a watch, h gave the other a corr
ponding gift. His wife must have caught this idea, for
h gave ach grandchild - ix in all- the money for

four year f boarding chool or college. I cho e to attend

John Stuart Ogilvie (1843-1910), a photograph taken
around 1900 in front of his Brooklyn, N.Y., home.

Emma Willard Sch 01 in Troy, .Y., the old t h olfor
girl, found din 1814.

Wh n randma di din 1924, h I ft h r tat in 10
equal hare to h r four children and ix grandchildren.

Now available: A new book on Alger formats
Horatio Alger Books

Published by The ew York Book Company

BY BRADFORD S. CHASE (PF-412)

Price: $16.00 (includes mailing)

This new book, in paperback format, is now available
along with Mr. Chase's Horatio Alger Books Published by
A.L Burt, ($16), Horatio Alger Books Published by MA
Donohue & Co. ($13) and Horatio AlgerBooks Published by
Whitman. ($13). The set of four, all in similar paperback
bindings, costs $47. The books are also for sale Individually.
All prices include postage and handling

*This, the fourth of a series by Chase about Alger publish­
ers and formats, is an ideal guide for the collector to use
in identifying New York Book Co. Alger formats.*133 pages; paperback, published May 1999. It identifies
and describes the 26 different New York Book Company
Alger formats in detail, including when published, titles
produced, descriptions and drawings of all cover formats.
According to Chase, there are 752 different New York
Book Co. Algers!

* A historical overview of The New York Book Co. and its
related firms in the printing and publishing business*Includes a flip index to easily locate and identify each New
York Book Co. Alger cover format.

Send your order to: Bradford S. Chase
6 Sandpiper Road
Enfield, CT 06082
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t£ditor's note6oot
(Continued from Page 4)

thought no one would buy them. '
That's probably true, but Hilton traditionalists shouldn't

fret too much. Though there will be plot changes (a buddy
who fails an CAA-administered drug test, a bout of
cancer for hip's beloved mother Mary) Chip will not be
walking out of the huddle with an ear­
ring or flashing a radical tattoo as he
rubs down the ball on the mound.
The Farleys, both teachers, are con-
ervative, as is their publisher.

"Updating the books was a
daunting task because we realize
how powerful the legacy is and we
want to protect it," says Randy.
"How much should we change?
How different would readers want
the stories to be? and he had in the
back of our minds, always, the
thought of lair watching over us."

Mc allum goe on to note that
among the changes is a major one:
Sp ed Morri , Chip' clo e t friend in
high chool, i now African-Ameri­
can instead of white. The Fadeys em­
phasize tha t the change wa not done
in the inter t of political correctness,
but to make the stories mor believable in the late 1990
when black athl t hav a urn d a promin nt place in
American sport .

Al 0, Morri g t to drive a Mustang in tead f a
b at-up old jalopy.

"We ha e to admit w 've not b en driven by or
given much conscious thought to political correctne s,"
Farley aid in an interview la t pring for Long Island

ewsday, adding that Be's original books themselves
wer way ahead of their time in addre ing contempo­
rary issues. "Let's just ay we have aimed for hone ty."

As read rs of my article, "Striking Out: The
Stratemeyer Syndicate and Boys Sports Book" ( ews­
boy, January-February 1997) will remember, I spelled
out orne of the background for the Chip Hilton serie ,
including th fact that Clair B u ed a hi model for th
title charact r, All-American Bob Davie, a three- port
tar at Seton Hall University in the 1940 . Davie, who

died in 1990, i en hrin d in the Basketball Hall of Fame
in Springfi ld, Mas .

"I used Bobbyasth h robecauselthinkthat'sthebe t
way to writ - take a living p rson," Bee told McCallum
in his 1980 Sports lllustrated article. "I admired Bobby
very much, ven though I didn't coach him," Bee said.

In a touching concluding chapt r of the lair B ­
Bob Davies tory, the two m t for a final tim at th
annual Hall of Fame ceremony in pringfield ju t b fore
Bee died. onfined to a wh elchair and blind from
glaucoma, Bee heard a voice saying "Hi, oach."

It wa Davies. The frail Bee in tantly r cogniz d th
voice: "Chip Hilton," he aid.

Th n w hip Hilton books ar b autifully pr -
ented, with new cover art and for ­

word writt n for the i u b
prominent coache lik Bob Knight
of Indiana Univ r ity and D an
Smith, the retir d all-tim winninge t
N AA coach fr m rth ar lina.

Knight' e ay i particularly
moving, a h talks about th tim
growingupin hiowhenhi moth r
would take him along on a h pping
trip to Akron and giv him 1.25
he could go to ' iI' D partm nt
Stor and buy th hip Hilt n b k
of hi choice.

"It would invariably tak me at
lea t two hour to d cide which of
the e wonderfully vi id pi d in
athletic competition, truggle and
accompli hm nt I would pur ha ,"
ay Knight, a per onal friend of B

dating back to Knight' t nur in th
1960 as head coach at We t Point.

"Aslr admywaythroughth ntir
there was a much greater value to what lair B e had
writt n than ju t the lif like portrayal f athl tic omp ­
tition. Hi book had a tremendou n e of right and
wrong, what wa fair and what wa n't, and what th
word sportsmanship wa all about.

" 0 on person has ver contribut d mor to th
game of ba ketball in the development of th fundam n­
tal kill ,tactic and trategi of the gam than lair B
during his 50 years as a teacher of th port," Knight
add. "I trongly beli v that the am can be aid of hi
author hip of the hip Hilton seri ."

f cour e, ther ' another ben fit of th n w hip
Hilton books. ow, we can all have our own copi of
Hungry Hurler! ot for th outrag ou 1,175 a k d by a
upstate ew York book dealer in Septemb r, but for only
$5.99 retail (or di counted to $4.79 by Amazon. m).

But the be t thing about the e books i found in th
reading. They'r great All-American fun.

ate: A sincere thanks to Robert Ker ell (PF-946) for
providing aclipping ofthefeature story about the reis ue oftile
Chip Hilton books from the May 20,1999 issue ofLong Islalld

ewsday, used as background for this article.



Page 10 NEWSBOY September-October 1999

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Bill:

For th pa t five weeks an hour each week, in what is
called the Baylor Institute for Leaming in Retirement, a
program for enior adul t in the community, 1have been
teaching a survey of Horatio Alger's life and works in
r lation to the American dr am. 1 wonder how many
cour e of thi nature are taught?

Anyway,on ofth new member ,ar tired engineer,
recited a poem he ays he learned from hi mother. 1may
b howing my ignoranc when 1 admit that I had not
heard it, but 1promised Hugh McMullen to pass it long
to y u. H aid it cam from the 19th century, but it may
be lat r, for h i a man about 70. If it's not old hat, it
might do for ewsboy. It ound a ifit might be an echo

f an Alger novel.
Incidentally, 1u d in a cla the II Amos 'n' Andy" pro­

gram with some Alg r.It's a good. one; surely you know it.
With orne r gularity 1 writ a c lumn for th local

newspaper. An article on Alger will appear oon; it's a
refl ction of my d ing thinking for this cour

Thanks for all the diligence for H.A.S.

ordially your ,
Bob oHmer (PF-866)
2801 Wooded Acre Drive
Waco, T xa 76710
E-mail: Rol1017@aol.com

P.S.:I houldhaveacknowl dgedJ hnJuvinall'sh lpin
making a copy of the Amos 'n' Andy program. [Ed. tlOte:
John Juvinall (PF-537) donate ca sette tapes ofcia sic radio
pro rams each year for the H.A.S. fund-raising auction].

o ar Mr. Gowen:
Whil working on an unrelated project r c ntly, 1

cameacro four new Alger items-three storie (oneof
th m writt n under th Caroline Pre ton p udonym)
and an es ay - publi hed in an obscure and short-lived
magazin entitl d Public Spirit in 1867-68. I enclo e
copie hould you wish to report their existence or
p rhaps ven r print any of them in ewsboy. The

ay, 1 think, is particularly ignificant.
Myapologi for the quality of the copie -Iwork d

from microfiche and the pages imply didn't copy well.
ne other note: You'll e that the fir t of the it m ,

"Dr. Duke/' is ign d II Henry Alger, Jr." - but th
attribution i correct on the content page for volume II.

Be t,
Gary Scharnhor t
Department of
English Language and Lit ratur
The Univ rsity of ew Mexico
Albuqeuerque, NM 87131-1106

THE RAGGED NEWSBOY
(Word from a ballad; author unknown, 19th c ntury)

One day while walking down the street, all old tnan lost his way,
And a ked to be directed, by some boy he saw at play.
No help would they afford him, his reque t lOa met with jeer.
The treatment was so hard, the old mail's elJes oon filled with

tears.

A little ragged lleUJsboy, who happened to pa s along,
Sized up the ituation, and elbowed throllgh the throng!

(Chorus)
"Oh, don't tease the old man boys, becau e he's old alld gray,
But peak akindly word instead, 'twill help him on life' way.
Your Mother tallght yOIl to re pect old age, the amI' as mille,
And yOIl may be /ike him some day, we all grow old in time."

"God ble you for tho ekind words Lad, II the old man to him
said,

"You mil t have agood Mother, bllt the Ilewsboy JlLlIlg hi .head.
I have no Mother now Sir, ill this world I'm all alone,
Blit if you will plea e allow lIle, I'll lead YOIl afely home."

Tiny walked alollg in ilence, 'til the old tt1G1l aid,"My SOil,

I am immensely wealthy, but relatlOll I have 1I0ne.
Now, it you will come alld live with me, YOllr kindlle 5 I'll

repay.
My heart went out toyoll themomellt Iheard those word yOIl say."
(Repeat chows)
R rded by Hugh McMuli n for Rob rt lIm r

Editor's note: The Alger I' ay from Public pirit mel/­
tiOlled by Mr. Scharnhor t as well a Alger's short story, "Dr.
Ollke: A Christmas Stan;" are already being pn'Pared for
publication in the next is lie of ewsboy.

o ar Horatio Alger Soci ty:
A little late, but the Rochester Democrat & Chronicle

finally did a tory on Horatio Alger a I ugg t d. Th Y
made mound lik orner Pyle ("gawwww-l Andy")
but Horatio got his ju t due. J thought yOll would like a
copy of th tory for your fil .

Sincer ly,
d Evan (PF-lOOO)

979 Hamlin nter R ad
Hamlin, Y 14464

Editor's tlote: It's wonderful to see how persroerance can
payoff, and we hope other Partic'lar Friends follow the
initiative shown by Mr. Evans in spreading the word about
Al er in their communities. You can do it through newspaper
articles and Alger displays and talks at libraries and schools.
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~ather knows best
An informal, incomplete study

offather figures in boys' books
By Alan Pickrell (PF-965)

L a t spring, my broth r and I, as w always do
when we get together, were remini cing about our
major lif h ro - our father. W r called orne of

the good and some of the funny moments of our live
t gether, a w 11 a om of tho time when we tried
Dad's patience a orelya he tried ours. Yet, through it
all, good and bad tim alike, he wa alway there for us.
Perfect he wa not, but

he wa oms. I tJdu~---IIt wa Dad who
taught u to dd bi-: odu~
cycle, led, playba -
ball, throw a f tball, ink a ba ket, aim and shoot our
Red Ryder B.B. guns, how to wim, def nd ourselve ,
driv a car, a k a girl out on a date, how to behave
our elve onadat ,howtou t ols,howtogiveanyta k
lOOp rcentofouratt ntion(r member boy ,ifit'sworth
doing, it' worth doing right), how to ublimate elf
gladly to k p th family ecure and together, how to
managemon y,andhowtofini hwhatw tarted.Itwa
Dad who taught u what a father hould be.

It e m that father ar u ually her to their chil-
dr n. ertainly, thi m to b the ca in the majority
of popular by' rie books. However, a de cribed by
the author of th serie , ar all eries Dads worthy of
th Robert Young Award? A quick look at orne of th
popular s rie books might rev al an answer quite differ-
nt to the e p cted one.

In the first volume of th Hardy Boys ries, The Tawer
Tretlsure, Frank andJ Hardy reveal their hero-worship of
their detectiv father (p. 5). Itappears that the boys want to
b ju t like th ir Dad when th y grow up. fcourse, Frank
and J are engaged in riding th ir motorcycl on an
errand for th ir father a th y hare this information at
several decib is abov the roar of the twin engine .

What a h art-warming moment. We ar allow d to
eav drop on th brothers and learn of their admiration for
their fath r, th int rnationally famou detective. While
Fenton Hardy may be a detective worthy of admiration
(and admittedly, given his record in the series a a whole,
that is ue is in some doubt), in point of fact, his detecting

Editor's note: This article wasfirst presented as apaper at tlte
Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association
conference in San Diego, Calif, on April 2, 1999.

or does he?

-LOOK, THERE'S THAT ICE MACIDNE - POINTING RJGHT AT DAD.·
The Dlsappeanng floor fumllsplere (Poqe 2 1

abilitie have nothing to do with his fath ring kills.
Th boy m ntion that their moth r h ld hop that

the boy will become a doctor and a law r. F nt n'
admiration for his sons, however, i imply that th
finish high chool (p. ). Admittedly, th b ok w r
written at a time wh n a high chool du ati n wa an
acceptable introduction into the working world, but it
eems trange that h hold no mor ambition f r hi
ons. According to Joe, wh n the boy mention b coming

detective to their Dad, "he ju t laugh at u ." (p. ).
This laughter seems misplaced when we learn that

Mr. Hardy olved hi la t big ca by following up a v r
logical and elementary uggestion mad by the bo . In
fact, given the natur of th ca e and th obviou n of
the option, it is nearly embarras ing that th world­
famous d t ctive did not think of it him lf at the very

(Continued 011 Page 12)
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*:Father knows best- or does he?
(Continued from Page 11)

out et of the case.
A littl later on, when the boys tell their father about

th ir n w case, the theft of th ir friend Chet's jalopy, Mr.
Hardy take the moment to give his sons a lecture on the
pow rs of ob rvation. While the ubject i not a bad one
for fath r-to- on lore, Mr. Hardy eem to hort n the
cop f th u efulne of ob er ation by limiting it

application strictly to the cience ofdetection. And, while
th gr atd tective itsinhisea ychair,r adinghi paper
and moking his pip , it i th boys who find the clu s
which h lp to link a profes ional criminal to both the
Applegate robbery and the theft of Chet's auto.

Mr. Hardyu thi occa ion to tell theboy what point
th y hav mi sed. After this critique, Fenton leaves for

w York, where he tay for two weeks, sending only on
bri f c mmunication. He had originally promised to try to
find m information for th boy as pertain d to th ir
ca . When he doe return, however, he doesn't tell any-

n . Th boy learn of hi return from a rvant (th only
n the Hardys ever had ... a he or she is never mentioned

again), but there is no n w for the boy because th ir Dad
i in bed leeping - wh re he remains all day.

hortly, the boys will b called upon to distract the
polk force (heaven forbid that a detective should e er
ha to work with the polk ) 0 that F nton will be able
to r ach the bed ide of a dying suspect before the police
can. If he doe , Mr. Hardy will collect a sizable reward
which, otherwi e, will go to the police. With the boys'
hlp, F nton Hardy accompli hes his mission and re­
turn with a clue to olve the case. However, it i the boy
wh u the clu to find the tol n trea ure " ... in the old
tow r." mall wonder that the author describes Fenton
a b ing " ... on good terms with th boy as though h
wer an lder brother." (p. 33).

In the cond volume of the s rie , The HOll e on the
Cliff, Mr. Hardy goes rni ing for an e tended period of
tim . Th boy track down the smuggler, who hav
kidnapp d their dad and effect his release. Had they not,
Mr. Hardy would have join d the ranks of Judge rat r,
Amelia Earhart and Jimmy Hoffa. Fenton Hardy, the
boy I am, may counsel caution, but he is incapabl of
pra ticing it, judging from the number of times h giv
hims If away to gang of viciou criminals. Perhap thi
i wh r the brother learned their impulsive b havior.
M nk Y e, monk y do?

nth first pag of the third volume of the eri ,The
Secret of the Old Mill, th boy are found at the railroad
tation, waiting to m t th ir fath r, who has b n away

f r th past two wk. ne begin to wonder if the
brother hav evercont mplat d olving the "ca of th
ab nt father." Fenton return, gives the boy a I s n

onidentifyingcounterf itm ney,mentionsthatcount r­
feiting i the case h ' curr ntly working on, and leav
town again after the boy 'n w motor launch arrive . W
hope that omeone (gue who?) ha taught th m how to
op rate a boat. E idently 0, for the boy once again olv
Fenton' ca for him without dr wning th m I in
Barmet Bay, where they run the b at for th pI asure of
th m Ive and th ir fri nd . Hower, wh n J r­
cue a trange boy from th riv r be id th mill, w
r alize that som on taught th boy to wim.

Frequently,a in Volume 4, The Mis ingCflllm ,th b Y
ar call d upon to u th ir fis again tgrown men-and
usually acquit th rnselv rath r well. In part, If-d fen e
i instinct, but usually th r are a f w fin P in to b
passed along. Mr. Hardy em tobeinter tedinth mor

ot ric point of d t cling and th ar th thing h
discusses with hi 005. Polic Acad mies p nd a part of
th ir curriculum on uch it rns a If-d f n ,h w to
approach a uspect, disarming a u p t, tc., but F nton

vidently wants to c n entrat nth pow f b rva-
tionandidentifyingcount rfeitmon y.InV lum 5,Hlll1t­
ingfor Hidden Gold, F nt n i gon again, this tim ut w t
for a case. When he i disco red by the villains and hurt,
h calls for the b y t c m and tak ar f him.

In Volume 6, The Shore Road My·tery, Frank and J
purcha e anautomobil to try to trapa ringofcarthi
Luckily, the boy can drive, although ther i a my try.
Mr . Hardyd notdri ,w I am;Mr.Hardyi n v r
at home long enough to teach them, and although th
brother 0 ten ibly att nd chool, Driv r' d wa not
high on the list f requir d cour in th 20 and 30 .
Hower, at the end of thi book, Fenton d begin to act
lik afatherwhenh off r tw xcellentpiec of advic
to hi ons: (1)"0 n't I t uc e go to y ur h ad " and
(2), "You took too many chance ." (p. 211).

By Volume 7, The Great Airport Mystery,F ntonHard
d manage to call in om fa or and h Ip to cl ar hi

05 of om trump d-up charg that th y ra ed a
di abled mail plan aU mpting to mak an m rgency
landing, cau ing it to cra h.

By Page 7 of thi volume, Mr. Hardy m to have
ub cribed to Mrs. Hardy' wi h f r on of th boy to

follow a legal profe i n and th oth r, to follow a
medical one. And, wh nth brother ar charg d with a
more eriou crime, t aling U.S. mail, r. Hardy cl ar
hi on ... e n though th b Y th m Iv actually
appreh nd the criminal .

Of cour e, in What Happened at Midnight, F nton is
nce again away on a ca and can not b r ach d wh n

Joe i kidnapped. And, in Footprints Under the Window,
w I am that Fenton i in th habit f I aving important
papers in the pock t of hi suit. Thi unfortunate pro­
pen itycau criminal towantto nterth Hardyhom
to ecure the e papers. on equ ntly, th whole family i
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expo d to dang r. Al 0, F nton' a ignment to his on
frequently place th m in grave danger.

Looking clo ly at Fenton Hardy, I t' a k exactly
how he stack up a a fath r figure. It se ms that, more
than anything, h is an ab nt e par nt. He is fr quently
away from home and erv more as a mentor to two
appr ntic than a a father to his son. Wh n th boy
and Fenton it down for one of those family talks, the
ubj ct is n arly alway the finer point of detection.

Fenton take him elf and hi reputation quite eriou ly,
even though book after book prov that he i no great
hakes a a det ctive ... international reputation, go hang.
o matt r how d ply und rcover he g s, or how

complete hi di gui es may be, his cover i always blown
and, eight tim ut of t n, it i the boy who wind up
raking hi chestnuts out of the fire. It is then that we
r aliz that n though F nton' major contact with hi
on is in hi role as a detective, he i n't even a particu­

larly go d r Ie mod I for his profe ion.
When we first meet the Hardy Boy , th Y are riding

th ir motorcycl . Th Ycan also drive boats and automo­
biles.Infact,th y can doall of the thing thatboy do. How?
Who taught them? Po ibly om of the thing can be
gained by osmo is from fri nds who have skills, but as a
usual thing on d n't ju t g t on a bike and rid away­
or jump into an auto and drive away th first time out.
Traditionally, father have had omething to do with im­
parting th kills to th ir ns ... for better or for worse.

My own Dad taught me to ride a bike in the fa hion I
u d to tach my childr n to ride .. by running along ide
them and upporting the back fender of the machine
until the childr n I am d balance and gained confi­
denc . Perhap it i not th asi t way, but it wa child'
play when compared to I arning to driv in tho e pre­
driv r' ducation day of long ago. That proce s of
learning to driv an automobile produc d it own par­
ticular train on paternal/filial r lationship .

In th ca of my father and me, I wa precipitated into
the driv r' eat at age 12, when a doting aunt decided I
houldhavea v hicleandgavemeasumofmon ytobuy

one. I, in tum, gav the ca h to my father, who oon
tow d hom a Model A Ford.

Aftersom r pair and r building, we touttoteach
me to drive. Fir t, at the kitchen table ... with charts. "The
gear hift i lik an 'H.'" On the floor: canned go ds (the
accelerator, th clutch, the foot brake, th tarter, the
h adlight ). Th da hboard: The te ring wheel, choke
park, ignition. Th warning: "Don't ever, under any

condition, u th crank; it could kick and tear your arm
off your should r." "What ar you doing? Don't look at
the au rkraut (th clutch)! K ep your eye on the road
(the kitchen clock)!"

ext cam itting in th car it elf - without starting
it. Ju t practicing gear chang ,applying the brak in
conjunction with the clutch, finding all of the foot pedals

withoutlo kingatthem.Atla tth bigday:" entl man,
tart your engine."

We throw on the park, tum on th ignition, st p n
the start r, adjust the choke, take off th park, put it in
gear, and drive away - right? Well, m uh, n . Th r '
a little matter of coordinating th clutch r I a e with th
accel rator d pre ion; oth rwi e, th ngin di and
you have to go through the entire pr again.

Dad' idea wa that I would I am to prate lh
vehicle by rever ing down our driveway to the tr et and
pulling forward again until I could do it all m thl.

At first, he rode with me untilhed cid dIwa r adyto
010. He toad b id the auto and watched, walking with

the Ford asIdroveslowlybackand forward. n n fat ful
day-whichha incebecomeinfam usinourfamilyl r
- I fired up the engine, put it in gar, and moved aft r
ob for Ikilled the motor. I t about th pr ofg tting
tarted again when I noticed that m Dad seem d

tremely agitated about om thing and w attempting t
get my attention. I roll d down the window and I an d ut
to what was xciting him 0 much. "It' n m f t," h
aid. "You'v parked on my foot."

Well, t chnicaUy, I hadn't ... not park d ... th car had
ju t topped thereandhisfootjusthapp ned tob und r
it. However, that didn't em to b th tim to plit hair
on so fine a point, 0 I went through th pr f
tarting the ngine again when I wa udd nly fac

with a dil mrna. Should I continue rver ing d wn th
driv way ... or pull forward a f winch ?

Moment like the cr ate a father / n bondin that
la ts a lifetime. I know my Dad n v r forgot it, and h
ne er let m forget it, ith r. And ju t think: a n arl a
we can tell, the Hardy, pere et fil , ha mi ed a r d
moments of bonding like th . In tead of tiling J and
Frank about the bird and th b ,F nton in truct th m
in the fine art of di gui ... which they can u if r
they're su d for child upport. In hi def n e, h w r,
it' just po ibl that F nton ha no kn wi dg f th
way of a man and a maid to off r th bo . H ' awa
from hom 0 often that Mr . hard pr bably cone iv d
through parthogene i . Bri fly r vi w d, F nton' a
detective ergeant to hi two rooki n.

But i thi unu ual in boy' ri bo k? v rall, it
would e mnot. TheK nHolt eri r v at thatth titl
character yearn for a family nvironm nt. Ken' moth r
i decea d and hi fath r i almo t t tally ab nt from
Ken' life in the father' pur uit of a j urnali tic car r.
K n wan to be like hi father and f How in hi f t-
tep , and hi yearning for a family ar ntuall
ati fi dbybeingacc pt dintoa urr gat famil -th

Allen. Y t, Pop Allen own and h ad up a mall
family-operated new pap r, and in K n' car r g al
i journali m, we once again e th car r up rvi ion/
intern configuration of r lation hip.

(Continued 0/1 Page 14)
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':father knows best - or does he?
(Continued from Page 13)

Rick Brant, in addition to his own father, Hart on
Brant, ha myriad father figures: all of them cientist
and inventor lik his father. While father figure in the e
erie occa ionaUy feel and show some concern for their

charg s, the conc rn i no more than any mentor would
fe I for a prot'ge. Solicitousness tends to re trict itself to
"B car ful; Have you eaten? Get orne re t."

Tom Swift may inherit his scientific ability from his
fath r, Barton Swift, but readers can a ily realize that
father and on have reversed positions in this series. Tom
looks after his ailing father much more olicitously than
any of the fathers in most series look after their young sons.

In th Tom Swift, Jr. serie , while Tom Senior is by no
means the pathetic figure that hi own father wa , it is
Tom Junior who i th dynamo and who perates inde­
p ndently of paternal supervision. He keep his father
filled in a to his progr on a particular invention, and
ev n though they live together at home, they usually
r strict their con rations to the busine s at hand, Tom

nior doe encourage Junior, but once again, it is a
bu in / car r r lation hip rather than a personal on .

ne eries in which we find a somewhat more realistic
d piction of the fath r / on relation hip i the Jerry Todd
S rie . Although Jerry is somewhat younger (14) than
many of the rie heroes di cussed here, he is not really
that much younger than Frank and Joe hardy when we
fir t m et th m in The Tower Treasure.

In Jerry Todd and the Whispering Mummy, the first
volume of the J rry Todd Series by "Leo Edward"
(Edward Edson lee), w learn that Jerry's dad owns and
op rat s a brick factory in their home town of Tutter,
Illinois. We al 0 learn that Mr. Todd is civic-minded and
i am mber of "the water power committee" (p. 13).

By Chapter 3 of this volume, we learn that Mr. Todd
ha quite a n e of humor, and that Jerry i definit lya
chip off th old block. Jerry al 0 depicts moments of fun
and flirtation in the live of his parents. While Jerry
d crib hi dad a a pal, there' no doubt that Mr. Todd
i a fath r as w 11- always r ady to help out, reign in,
ncourage, and advise his young son.

J rry de crib s a moment with his dad:
He stood in the shadow andI couldn't ee his face; and

forafewmomentshedidn't ayanything. Butlcould feel
him 10 king at me just like he was glad I b longed to him.
I teU you Ilov my pa and rna when they're like that.

Then he aid:
"J rry, 01' pal, if you weren't such a big boy I b liev

I'd ki you goodnight. But men don't do tho e thing
much, do they, on?"

" 0-0 ir," I aid. "But I'm not so awfully big," I
added. "I'm only fourteen." (p. 73).

While this quiet moment b tw n father and on might
be described a bord ring on the maudlin, it is a much a
part of the father/on dynamic a teaching Junior how to
baitafishinghookJ rry' fatherth ntakesth opportunity
to explain to Jerry the differenc b twe n I ader and
foUower andhowhehop thatJ rrywillb al ad rand
tand up for loyalty, hon ty and fairne s. I'm ur we all

remember lecture twenty-thr w 11 en ugh to ay th
word along with J rry' pa. After aU, w 'v hard it a
often a we've given it. Still, from th pen f Leo Edward,
it' as timely, real and affecting as it ever wa .

Later, hot on the trail of th mi ing mummy and a $200
reward, Jerry runs into hi dad a Mr. Todd is leaving
church. Mr. Todd t 11 J rry that h h P that Jerry will
hurry up and win that r ward, b au the parsonag
n dan w roof, and ach m mb r of th church i
uppo ed to buy a bundle of hingle . According to Mr.

Todd, if Jerry g t th r ward, th n J rry can buy his own
shingles. Jerry leave the encounter wond ring if hi dad i
joking. But Mr. Todd is t achingJ rry about r pon ibility
and being a good teward, a w U a etting a good
example for Jerry by b inga I aderhim lf and helping out
in time of trouble. Plus, he behave like a natural man:

"Th r wa a curry of f t, follow d by a giggl and
a loud smack. I knew Dad had grabbed Mother around
th waist and kis ed hr." (p. 1 0).

And, at the end of the tory, it i Dad who av Jerry,
rather than vice-ver a.

In Jerry Todd and the Waltzing Hen, J rry n ed an
advance on his aUowance, but his dad hold th lin . He
exp cts Jerry to act responsibly, 0 wh n J rry prop e to
paint the roof of the brickyard office, hi father agree to
pay Jerry five dollars. Jerry learns to earn hi own money
as a result. And once Mr. Todd tells J rry and hi pal R d
how to paint the roof, he leaves th m to it inst ad of
hanging around to criticize and kibbutz. Thi is important
to Jerry, becaus it show him that hi fath r tru t him.

f all the father/ on configurations in ri books, th
r lation hipbetw enJerryToddandhi fath risoneofthe
most r aJistic and, at th am tim, th mo t idoliz d.
Jerry's dad give him p p talks that r lat ,n t only to the
ituation at hand, but to lifeIons, and draw parallels for

Jerry. Mr. Todd teach by amp! and ncouragement,
and Jerry trusts him totally. In fact, nth ughJ rry' dad
is, at most, a peripheral character in all of th boo ,J rry
frequently recallshisfath r'smaxim and advi and tri
to live up to his father' xpectations.

Still, however we, a r ader , might judge or valuate
ries book fathers, th long and hort of it is to be found in

the p rception of seri h r th mselv . E n th mo t
inept and ineffectual fath r (Uk tho of Poppy tt and
Mark Tidd) are till heroe to their boy ... and that fact
make th se erie books tru t lif, and almo t very
father,evenareprobatelikeHuckFinn' ,aherot hisboy .
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Samuel Huang (PF-963) receives the Carl Hartmann Luck and Pluck
Award from '98 winner Angelo Sylvester (PF-928), right, as Horatio
Alger Society President Arthur Young looks on.

Photos by

Bernie Biberdorf (PF-524)

and Doug Fleming (PF-B99)

Neil McCormick (PF-506) and Percy Seamans (PF-405)
at the annual H.A.S. book sale.

Recipient Doug Fleming (PF-899) and
the 1999 Richard R. Seddon Award.

Alvin Funderburg (PF-1025), left, presents a
copy of his The 122 Books ofHoratio Alger, Jr.
to Ralph Carlson (PF-955).
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MEMBERSHIP
New members
H rb rt Sohn, M.D. (PF-647)
4640 . Marine Drive
Chicago,IL 60640 (312) 275-3200
Dr. Sohn, who first joined the Society in 1982, is renewing
his member hip after a two-year absence. Welcome back!

Wayn W. Baker (PF-1036)
4037 Skare Road
R chell , IL 60168

Carol Cotten (PF-1037)
2417 Jannebo Road
Birmingham, AL 35216

arol learned about th Horatio Alger Society from
director Tom Davis (PF-976).

Robyn L. Bader (PF-1038)
28 Perry St.
P t rsburg, VA 23803 (804) 861-4180
Robyn, a regist red nurse, currently has 38 Alger titles.
H r oth r intere ts include Dick and Jane readers, an­
tiqu s and travel. Her abebooks.com Internet site is
"R byn' Readers." She learned about the Society from
tr a urer Chris DeHaan (PF-773), from whom he pur­
cha d everal Algers on abebooks.com.

I c Alb e (PF-1039)
17815 6th Ave. N
Plymouth, MN 55447 (612) 449-0180
Alec, a social worker, learned about the Society from
Bart Nyb rg (PF-879) and Bill Gowen (PF-706). In addi­
tion to eries book and mysteries, his collecting inter­
e t include ba eball cards.

Change ofAddress
J ff Looney (PF-903)
85 Four S ason Drive
Charlottesville, VA 22901

Moving?
Send your address change to:

Horatio Alger Society
P.O. Box 70361
Richmond, VA 23255

Official
Horatio Alger Society

Golf Shirt
Limited TIme Offer

All shirts are white cotton pique
with black embroidered Loring "Ragged Dick"

shoeshine boy logo on front

All proceeds donated to the Horatio Alger Society

$30 per shirt, plus $7.50 shipping and handling
New deadline for orders: Dec. 15, 1999

For more information on this special offer
see flyer (including order form) in this issue!

Visit the offiCial Horatio A~er

society Internet site at:

www.ihot.com/-has/
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Auctioneers sold on new careers
By Malia B. Zoghlin
Tribune taff Writer

I nternet aucti n it such a eBay, uBid, Yahoo! and
Amazon.com ar creating a new kind of ntrepr­
n ur: Th Intern t Auctione r. Thou and of p ople

around th country ar finding th Y can make decent
money - e n a living - by elling e erything from
ba m nt junk (20-y ar-old tuffed animal that ar
now con id r d"coll ctibl ") to brand new coli ctible ,
h irlo m jew Iry and v ncar, hou and golf t
times through Internet auction ite .

Th auction W b it pro id the venu , the cu ­
tomer ba e, the ov rhead, oftware, transaction rvic
and even th "c mmunity" for running a irtual bu i­
ne .

"Th e p ople d n't fit th cia ic definition f an
ntr pr n ur.Younowhav p oplewhohaveapa ion­

at int r t in om thing - ay, 'Star War ' toys ­
b coming bu in own r ," aid eBay nior communi­
cation dir tor K in Pur glov.

f cour ,that is the tory of how Bay it elf came to
b .Th company' found r,31-year-old Pierr midyar,
tarted Bay after hi girlfriend complained she couldn't

find peopl in the an Franci co area who har d h r
pa ion for collecting and trading Pez di pen er .

midyar' fianc' can n w barter with 11 ff ring
more than 2,000 vari ti s of P z dispens rs through eBay,
including a "Rar ! Rubb r-h ad Batman and R bin."

Although th re ar no hard numbers on full-time
auction-ba d bu in , Pur eglov ay th number
is clearly increa ing.

"W h arfrommor andmorep oplewhoareon-lin
on a full-time ba i . But, with 4 million p ople u ing the
it ev ry day, it' tough for u to know how many of

th m con ider it a full-tim bu iness," Pur eglove said.
According to a March r port by Forrester R earch,

on-line aucti n al s wer $1.4 billion in 1998 and are
xpected to grow to 19 billion in 2003. At Elk rove

Village, Ill.,-b d uBid Inc., fir t-quart r revenue soar d
1,554perc nto rth y ar-earli rp riod.OneBay,mor
than 2 million it m are available for bid at anyone time.

A year ago, 45-y ar-old David born and hi wife,
Janice, p nt ix day a w k in their maha u ed-book
store, Adv ntur in Books lling, waiting for customers
to walk through the door. While they waited, David
p nt orne ofhi tim listing their ll,ooo-book inventory

on a W bite called Advanced Book Exchange

Editor's note: This article originally appeared in the July 19,
1999 Bu iness.Technology section oftile Cllicago Tribune. It
is reprinted with permi ion of the author.

Former Horatio Alger Society President Mary Ann
Ditch (PF-861) sells books both on the Internet and at
her Omaha store, Adventures in Bookselling.

(www.abbook.com). which claim to b th w rid'
large t ource of out-of-print b ok , with mor than 1
million titl .

Th probl m: Once the title wer listed, th y at n
the W bite much a th y at on the h if in hi t r .
E ntially, born wait d for on-line buy r to find the
books on the W bite ju t a h wait d for off-lin bu r
to walk through the door.

Th n om one m ntion d an Int met au ti n
called eBay Inc.

"W d cid dtolistacoupleofit m in Ba andw r
tunned when we aw how much th y w nt for," aid

David b rn.
Partof th rea on ms to be that pot ntial buy r ar

w pt up in the auction proc it If, purr d by c m-
peting bidders to pay mor than they would for tl1 arne
it m in a brick-and-mortar t r .

The 0 boms next auction d off a coll ction of u d
dog books they had paid $2,000 for. Th y made 20,000
elling the item individually on Bay.

''It didn't take long to figur out that we c uld b
earning mor money on Bay than at th tor, e p iall
wh nyoufigur dinour tor' 0 rheadc t. W w r

(Continued 0/1 Pa e 18)
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Auctioneers sold
on new careers
(Continued from Pa e 17)

paying 3,000 a month ju t in rent. On eBay, there'
virtually no overhead," he said.

Anyone can register and list an item for ale on th
au ti n Web it s. One n d only provide a name and ­
mail addre s and click '1 acc pt" on the user agreement to
tart listing items for al .The agreement typically outlin

what th auction sit provides (a venue) and what is th
r ponsibility of th buyer or ller (everything else).

EBay's u r agreement, for example, state clearly
that it cannot be held liable for good purcha ed via th
auction ite or for any dispute that may arise between th
buy r and eller. The document r ad : "We ar not
involved in the actual transaction between buyers and

II r . A a r ult, we hav no control over the quality,
af ty or legality of the items advertised, the truth or

accuracy of the listing , the ability of sellers to II item
or the ability of buyer to buy them."

EBay i also one of th few Internet companie to
turn a profit. E sentially, the auction company earns
it money by charging ell r a fe of between 25 cent
and 2 to po t an item for sale (The fee i higher for
high r-priced good, uch a ehicle and real e tate).
If the item ells, the seller i then respon ible for
paying Baya commi ion on a sliding cale tarting
at 5 percent of any sale less then $25, going down to
1.25 p rc nt on a ale of $1,000 or more.

There w re $540 million worth of transaction con­
duct db tw n buyer and eller b tw nJanuaryand
March of this year, mo t of them completed by per onal
h k and money order.

Tru t i establish d and maintained on eBay through
Bay' F dback, which allow buyer and ell r to rate

th ir tran action experi nc with another r gi ter d
eBay u er.

For eller , maintaining a potle , po itive fe dba k
r putation i the heart and oul of conducting a ucce ­
ful bu in on the Web it . Any u er with a net nega­
tiv fe dback rating of minu -four get kicked off of
Bay p rman ntly. The y tern wa t up to prot ct

u r from potential fraud, though it i not foolpr f.
m llers hav used multiple e-mail addre t praise

th m Ive and th ir e emplary bu ines practic .
In ctob r 1998, the born old their tor and et

upvirtual hoponeBay. The husband-wife team plitthe
bu in ta ks of on-lin aucti ning. David tak digital
photo f th item they li t for auction, write th
d cription, an w r bidd r e-mail and deal with the
administrative ta ks of Ii ting and upervising auction,

whil Janice hand1 th hipping of it m to eBay auc­
ti n "winner ."

" ur motto is 'he p ck, h packs,' David aid.
"w 've outfitt d our attic with po tal m t r , wight
cale and packing mat rials. [ work on th econd f1 or

with the comput r, putting up b tw n 25 and 35 n w
auction a day. We've got a r al y t m down."

David born ay h w rks a many h ur a day a
he did when he sold both through Bay and the tor: ix
day a w ek, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. H al 0 ay th y am
about the same gros - between 7,000 and $9,000 a
month. The differ nc i th Yd n't hav th v rh ad
costs - and they don't ven hav to g t dr s d to go t
work.

"Idon'tmi s tanding at the count randfutzingwith
cu tomer ,"h aid."Plu ,I'mabitofanintr v rt, thi
kind of work suit me well. I like to be at home. If I g t
1 n orne, I go to an antiqu t re and buy mor tuff."

Mary Ann Ditch, who bought the tor from the
born, i just th oppo ite. hold b k on-lin

befor he bought the tor, but he oon tired of th
i olation.

"A year ago I put my ry fir t b ok on-lin ," Ditch
aid. "1 got my hom ffic all t up and Ii t d a bo k [

had purcha ed for 25 call d Tom Swift and IIi Televi ion
Detector by publi h r r t & Dunlop. It went for
1,025. I thought, 'I'm going to like thi .ff'

But Ditch said aft r ix m nth of taffing Intern t
auctions, he yearn d to have more int raction with
p ople in th off-lin world.

"I'm a widow and I don't hav any kid . [had p nt 25
y ars working in the orp rat world, 0 I wa u d to
b ing around p opl . Wh n I d id d to try my luck at on­
lin auctions, I found th isol ti n b th r d m ," h ai.

Ditch now pend h r day at th stor (where Janic
sborn works part-tim ) and part f h r night at hom

t nding to her auction on Bay. Ditch ay th lnt rnet
auction are till a vital part of her bu in

"Without the Internet, [r ally think I w uld b freed
toclo eth tor .Id n't arn n ughatth tor al n to
pay the bills and mak a living," he aid.

major down id of u ing on-lin auction uch a
eBaya a primary venu f r conducting bu in i that
the entire framework f r conducting on ' bu ine ­
and making a living - i in th hand of a r mote,
unknown group of p opl and th ir t hn logy. F r

ample, EBay u er p ri n ed 22 hour of downtim
in June when the auction W bite' erv r fail d. F r
David born, that i on of the hard t part f lif a
an auction entrepr n ur.

"The carie t a pect f th bu in i that we'r not
in complete control," h aid."It isn't our W b it . If
Bay lammed to a halt and wa dark, w 'd b in big

troubl ."
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Internet puts its stamp on the world of commerce
Do Int m t auctions always mean the sellers

will g t better prices than in a tore? It all depends
on what th y'r elling, aid Shan Gr en tein, an
as ociate profe or of management and strategy at

orthw t m Univ rsity' J.L. K llogg Graduate
School of Management.

The lier of "non- tandardized good "- ay a
rare, collectible Disney toy - may be able to receive
a high r price for an it m on an auction site because
th r ar mor bidders. But the seller of standardized
good - a n w camcord r, for xample - may
receive 1 in an auction situation.

"Auctions are really for unique goods - trendy
item with limited distribution or collectible, Green­
t in said." therwise, it's pretty hard to get exciti d

about a product you can find almost anywhere."
Th re i omething to b aid, however, for the

fr nzy that an auction stir .
"It' the blue-light pecial phenomenon,

re n tein said. "Somebody get xcited about a
uniqu opportunity that' only going to be
around for a hort time. Oth r p ople get caught
up in it. It g t p ople to buy thing th Ymay
not buy or pay price that th y otherwi e might
not hav paid."

Gr nstein aid the Intern t already has had a

profound impact on commerc by cr ating an
aggressive market that simply did not xist before.

"The Internet ha r duced arch co t and
transaction expen e . In the long run, it may
impact the concept of a fixed pric in r tail di tri­
bution," he aid.

Th notion of fix d pric is air ady up for grab.
The Sharper Image (www.sharprimage.com). for

xampl ,auction new product that con urn r
may nd up buying for half the Ii t pric .

But Steven Kaplan, profe or of ntr pr neur­
hip at the University of hicago, ay that uch a

diff renee in pricing between the Intern t and th
real world can't last.

" ither the tore will n ed to provide orne
ervice over and abov what you can get on th

Int met for p ople to pay the higher pric ther,
or the price will eventually hav to quaIize,"
Kaplan aid.

r n tein aid the hobb i t of the world ha
pu hed the boundarie of what i p ible in on­
line tran action .

"What we hould r member i if a h bbyi t can
figure out how to make mon yon thi ,on of m
(MBA) tudent will figure it out and d it much
better." - Malia Zoglzli", Chicago Tribllll

One-of-a-kind items
These s/ngularly uniqueprodLfcts were nevf!r mass-pr?duced and the quantities are very limited.
Often, literally only one IS available for auction. There IS no return privilege.

Auction # 525698

961 NY Yankees Print Signed ­
GH905AUC

Auction # 525971

$900

AutoBid:

1

Auctioll Ends (PT)

11/12/99
2:00PM
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ALGER COLLECTORS & DEALERS - L@@K Here

plus $4.00 S& H
in US ·48

Alaska - HawaII - Canada
or Foreign - Please Call

$44.95

with something brand new
YES!!! - 1999 PRICING GUIDE - $$$$$$$

A Collector's Guide to the
Published Works of Horatio Alger. Jr.
by Bob Bennett - 1999 Edition

Includes:

Titles and Variant Titles by Publisher-- Descriptive Bibliography
Serializations -- Titles Issued by Publisher

Short Stories -- Poetry -- Published Articles
Travel Essays from Europe -- Collector Source Guide

PLUS... Illustrations

Up-to-date bibliographic and first edition format information.

The book measures 8-1/2" x 11" x 3/4" thick
288 Pages - High Quality Paper - Clear and Readable Type - Tough Cover Stock

Opens and Lays Flat - Good Fidelity illustrations

The pricing guide has been developed from information from reported private sales,
public and private auctions, book dealer resources, and the internet.

To our knowledge, no other pricing guide for Alger has ever been pUblished.

SEE WHAT YOUR COLLECTION IS REALLY WORTH !!

L@@K AT WHAT OTHERS ARE PAYING FOR A BOOK

Quantities are limited - Bennett's last book sold out in 1980 - Order your copy NOW.
This new edition is much expanded and easier to use.

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED - Discounts Available for Multiple Quantity Orders

YES· We take Visa, Master Card, American Express
IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT FROM STOCK while supplies last

Contact:

MATTSON ENTERPRISES - The MAD Book Company
Mattson and Davis· Publishers

E. (Ed) Christian Mattson - Antiquarian Bookseller - Four Turtlerock Court - Baltimore, MD 21234

Phone: (410) 668-4730 FAX: (410) 882-9137 email: emattson@qis.net


