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Newsboy, the official newsletter of the Horatio Alger
Society, is published bi-monthly (six issues per year).
Membership fee for any 12-month period is $25 ($20 for
seniors), with single issues of Newsboy  $4.00. Please
make remittance payable to the Horatio Alger Society.

Membership applications, renewals, changes of address
and other correspondence should be sent to Horatio
Alger Society, P.O. Box 70361, Richmond, VA 23255.

Newsboy is indexed in the Modern Language
Association’s International Bibliography.You are invited
to visit the Horatio Alger Society’s official Internet site
at www.thehoratioalgersociety.org

Newsboy ad rates: Full page, $32.00; one-half page, $17.00;
one-quarter page, $9.00; per column inch (1 inch deep by
approx. 3 1/2 inches wide), $2.00. Send ads, with check payable
to Horatio Alger Society, P.O. Box 70361, Richmond, VA 23255.

The above rates apply to all want ads, along with ads offering
non-Alger books for sale. However, it is the policy of the Horatio
Alger Society to promote the exchange of Alger books and related
Alger materials by providing space free of charge to our members
for the sale only of such material. Send ads or “Letters to the
Editor” to Newsboy editor William R. Gowen (PF-706) at 23726 N.
Overhill Dr., Lake Zurich, IL 60047. E-mail: hasnewsboy@aol.com

(Continued on Page 4)

I hope your summer has been as enjoyable as mine.
Since taking up cycling again in July, I have ridden
nearly 600 miles and lost more than 25 pounds. The
weather has been great, and even though November
is here, the temperature is still reasonable during the
day. This past Sunday, when I left on my ride, the sun
was shining. Within a few miles, I was soaked in a
downpour. Since I was already wet, I elected to con-
tinue riding and was drying out in a few miles when
I was soaked again!  I was reminded of a song by Janet
Paschel, It Won’t Rain Always. I kept riding, and by
the time I arrived back home, the sun was out again.
This is analogous with life’s journey and with book
collecting. There are times when it seems that I will
never find one of those scarce books for which I relent-
lessly search. The thought runs through my mind that
maybe I should stop wasting my time at bookstores
and on the Internet searching unsuccessfully for books
that few people care about. But then I find something
that brings the sun out again and I find myself con-
tinuing the hunt.Riding my bicycle this summer has
challenged me and given me much benefit.

I recently received an interesting publication (below)
from the Popular Roots of European Culture (EPOP)
project. It is a catalogue of relevant and interesting
popular fiction items published between 1830 and 1930.
I periodically read the EPOP newsletters and through
them became aware of the availability of the catalogue.
It is filled with a wealth of bibliographic and historic
information accompanied by superb artwork. It does
not mention Horatio Alger, but does mention and dis-
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Alger at
the comics
Part 4: ‘The Will to Win’

By Arthur P. Young (PF-941)

W
hen I first began writing about the appearance of
Horatio Alger, Jr. stories in the comic book for-

mat, I envisioned a two-part series, which began in 1998.
Some 12 years later the series has grown to four parts,
and other Horatio Alger Society members have made
important additional contributions along the way. To
date, 11 Alger comic book appearances have been noted
in Street and Smith’s Shadow comics and in Doc
Savage comics. Previous research on this topic, in-
cluding Bill Gowen’s recent and informative summary,
may be found in the notes at the end of this article 1

We can now report that another Alger comic adapta-
tion has appeared in a Street and Smith comic book title,
Super Magician. Volume 1, number 1 of Super Magi-
cian appeared in September, 1941 as a bimonthly. Alter-
nating between bimonthly and monthly appearances,
Super Magician closed its run with volume 5, number
8, 1947. Some 55 individual issues are recorded.2

The new Alger title, “The Will to Win,” was issued in
Super Magician, volume 1, number 4, March 1942. The
Story is 8 pages in length, the frequent, but not invari-
able, length of Alger comic adaptations. The comic strip
is rendered in brilliant colors, especially blue, orange,
and red (reproduced on Pages 5-12 in this issue). There
are many action scenes, and numerous contemporary
touches such as clothing, language, and automobiles.

The story involves a young lad born to wealth, Rich-
ard Ritewin, whose father, William Ritewin, dies in an
accident. Richard and his mother are cheated out their
inheritance by Richard’s step-uncle, the shady Frank
Ritewin. The will was forged and all of the inheritance
went to the step-uncle. Richard, determined to right the
matter happened on a stranger who admitted forging
the will. With this revelation, the inheritance returned to
the rightful heirs.

“The Will to Win,” may be differentiated from other
Alger comic book adaptations on several counts: the title
is not one used by Alger and the storyline is not directly
traceable, in full, to a known Alger title. This story,
although attributable to Horatio Alger, Jr., may be prop-

erly labeled a parody. Writing an Alger-esque story and
then boldly signing it with the famous author’s name
may be a form of flattery, but at the same time probably
exceeds the bounds of literary propriety. At the end of
the story, there is an announcement that the next issue
will contain another Alger story. Contact with an expe-
rienced comic book seller indicates that the next issue
did not contain another Alger title.

A dozen comic book adaptations have now been
identified. Doubtless more will be uncovered. Nostal-
gia for Alger’s “strive and succeed” narrative was still
present among young readers and those adult editors
who embedded Alger stories within various comic book
titles. Coming just after the Great Depression, when Al-
ger’s popularity reached a new low, the multiple appear-
ances in comic books may be seen as an early indicator of
Alger’s reemergence, both as author and cultural icon.

NOTES

1. Jerry Friedland (PF-376), “Alger and the Comics.”
Newsboy, (January-February 1982): pp. 5-6;  Arthur P.
Young (PF- 941), “Alger at the Comics, Part 1.” Newsboy,

Street and Smith’s SSSSSuper uper uper uper uper MMMMMagicianagicianagicianagicianagician comics appeared
between 1941 and 1947.            Image courtesy of Arthur P. Young
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Alger at the comics

(September-October, 1998): pp. 3-10; Arthur P. Young
(PF-941), “Alger at the Comics, Part 2.” Newsboy, (Nov-
ember-December, 1998): pp. 3, 5-12; Arthur P. Young
(PF-941),  ” Alger at the Comics, Part 3.” Newsboy,
(March-April, 2002): 5-13; Scott B. Chase (PF-1106),
“Additions to the Alger Bibliography.” Newsboy,
(November-December, 2009): p. 7; William R. Gowen
(PF-706), “Street & Smith’s Alger Comic Adaptations.”
Newsboy, (November-December, 2009): pp. 9-10.

2. Robert M. Overstreet, Official Overstreet Comic
Book Guide. Twenty-Second Edition. (New York: Crown
Publishing, 2002): p. 773.

play several American dime novels and pulps such as
Nick Carter and Buffalo Bill that resulted in European
reprints. I found the catalogue very interesting and
would like to see something similar regarding the roots
of popular fiction within American culture. The EPOP
project website is www.epop-lab.eu. Newsletters are hosted
at www.scribd.com/EPOP Project Newsletter.

Jacob Blanck, Library of Congress bibliographer
and author of Harry Castlemon Boys’ Own Author,
enumerated a significant quartet of boys’ book au-
thors,  namely Horatio Alger, Jr., Harry Castlemon,
Edward S. Ellis and Oliver Optic. While I and many
others agree that these four authors should be consid-
ered significant authors of the second half of the 19th
century, which additional authors of the time period
should be considered significant? For instance, why is
James Otis [Kaler] not included in this group? His
output was as voluminous as any of the four, much of
his work was of a historic nature, his stories were read
and enjoyed by thousands of boys, and he received
much of the same negative criticism as the four “sig-
nificant” authors.

Other examples include Frank Converse, Elijah
Kellogg, C.A. Stephens and John Trowbridge. I am
curious as to whom you consider to be the significant
authors of stories for boys during the second half of the
19th century.

The Thanksgiving holiday will soon be upon us.
and I want all of you to know that I am thankful for
your friendship and camaraderie. I appreciate the e-
mails, dialogue, information, pictures, scans, etc. I
also appreciate those of you who take the time to write
articles for Newsboy. Bill puts great effort into the
publication of Newsboy, and I feel it is the premier
publication of its kind, but he can only publish what
you write. I also appreciate each of you and your
family members who attend the annual conventionss.
They are fun and well worth the time and effort. Those
of you who do not attend the conventions should
make the effort this coming spring, when we are in
Akron, Ohio. You will not be disappointed.

I hope each of you experiences a wonderful Thanks-
giving spent with family, friends, and food.

Your Partic’lar Friend,

Bob Sipes (PF-1067)
1004 School St.
Shelbyville, IN  46176
Phone: (317) 398-0754
E-mail: doogie@lightbound.com

This issue has been one of the more interesting I
have edited in recent years, continuing our use of full
color when it offers enhancement to Newsboy’s con-
tents. Once we learned earlier this year that Art Young
had discovered a hitherto unknown Alger comic book
story, its use here in full color was a logical decision.
Just by glancing through Pages 5-12, it is easy to see
why this issue comes close to the visual beauty of last
year’s article on Alger-themed board games (Septem-
ber-October 2009), that issue also containing my ar-
ticle (also using full-color illustrations) on Percy K.
Fitzhugh’s non-series Boy Scouts of America-themed
books published by Grosset & Dunlap.

In this issue, I have also taken advantage of the
availability of full-color printing by offering, on Pages
15-16, a brief article on the sports instructional books
co-authored by Ralph Henry Barbour and La Mar Sarra.

We want to publish at least one full-color issue per
year, with the proviso that the subject matter pictori-
ally warranting its use. Past color-illustrated articles
on the Garfield Library, Alger’s The Young Boatman
and the Alger board games are prime examples of
utilizing color to its best advantage.

The November-December issue will offer host Bob
Huber’s first sneak preview of the H.A.S. convention
in Canton, Ohio, on April 28-May 1, 2011.  If you have
not attended an Alger convention, here is your chance
to meet many of the Partic’lar Friends you have read
about over the years in the pages of Newsboy.
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Remembering Ruth Miller
By Robert E. Kasper (PF-327)

A
nother bright light from the Horatio Alger Society
roster has been extinguished. Ruth W. Miller (PF-

894) of Vienna, Ohio, passed away on May 22, 2010, of
natural causes. She was 90 years old.

Ruth was the spouse of Paul F. Miller (PF-351), who
died on August 11, 2002 (see July-August 2002 News-
boy). Ruth and Paul were regular convention attendees
for many years until declining health curtailed their
travels. Ruth was the
1991 recipient of the
Dick Seddon Award,
given to the most ge-
nial and friendly
member that year.
Paul and Ruth atten-
ded their final conven-
tion in 1997 at  North
Conway, New Hamp-
shire,  and they came
to approximately 20
conventions prior to
that. Like many of
their Partic’lar
Friends, they in-
cluded book and an-
tique hunting in all
of their convention
trips.

Unl ike  many
spouses who accom-
pany their husbands
(or wives) to the an-
nual conventions,
Ruth was a bona fide
bibliophile in her own right. In addition to an impres-
sive Tasha Tudor collection, Ruth collected Agnes Sligh
Turnbull and shared a superb Ohio history library
with Paul. She was no amateur with Horatio Alger
books, either, with a keen sense for collectibility and
value. Ruth often purchased Alger books at the annual
convention for Paul and herself.

Ruth’s personal interests were varied and numer-
ous. She was a member of the Eastern Star Morning
Light Chapter, White Shrine of Jerusalem, Life member
of the Order of the Amaranth and served on the Trumball
(County) Branch Advisory Board of the Kent State

University. Ruth was also a past regent of the Mary
Chesney Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution, which recently honored her with a special
award of appreciation for 60 years of devoted service.
She was an active member of the Vienna (Ohio) Histori-
cal Society and was instrumental in publishing a history
of Vienna during its bicentennial in 1999.

Ruth was perhaps best known for her love of music.
She was a long-time member of the Vienna Methodist

Church and was the
organist there for
many years. She
played the organ and
piano for many wed-
dings, funerals and
other occasions.
Whenever a piano
was available at a
Horatio Alger Society
convention, Ruth
would regale us with
nearly any kind of re-
quested music.

One might assume
that Ruth’s copious
church, charitable and
other activities pre-
vented her from other
endeavors, but this
was not the case. She
was appointed by
President Harry S.
Truman as the United
States Postmaster for
the Vienna Post Of-

fice, a position she held for 35 years. She was appointed
during a time when very few women were selected
for this occupation. During her tenure, several rural
routes were added and it became an official first class
post office. When she retired, the Vienna community
honored her with a This is Your Life ceremony at a local
high school.

Memorial contributions may be sent to the Vienna
United Methodist Church, 4265 Warren-Sharon Road,
Vienna, OH 44473, or to Hope Lodge, 11432 Mayfield
Road, Cleveland, OH  44106.

Partic’lar Friends Paul and Ruth Miller were convention regulars
from the 1970s through the late 1990s.            Photo courtesy of Bernie Biberdorf
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By Lynne M. Thomas
Northern Illinois University

We are pleased to announce that
the Horatio Alger Fellowship for the
Study of American Popular Culture
has been reinstated after a brief sus-
pension from lack of funds.

The University Libraries, Northern
Illinois University, is now accepting ap-
plications for the fellowship. Funding is
available to scholars who will be using
materials from the NIU Libraries’ major
holdings in American popular culture.
These holdings include the Albert
Johannsen and Edward T. LeBlanc Col-
lections of more than 50,000 dime nov-
els, and the nation’s preeminent collec-
tions related to Horatio Alger, Jr., and
Edward Stratemeyer, aliong with many
other authors. Topics which could draw
on the collections’ strengths might in-
clude the plight of urban children, im-
age of the American West in popular
literature, widespread use of pseud-
onyms, and stereotypical portrayals.
Preference will be given to applicants
who signify an interest in research re-
lated to Horatio Alger, Jr. The Fellow-
ship award consists of a $1,500 stipend.

In 2011, the fellowship will be of-
fered twice in the calendar year, this
year only, to help rectify the previous
suspension of the award due to lack of
funds in 2009 and 2010.

Candidates should submit a letter
of interest, a curriculum vitae, a brief
proposal for their research, and two
letters of recommendation to:

Lynne M. Thomas, Head, Rare
Books and Special Collections, Uni-
versity Libraries, Northern Illinois
University, DeKalb, IL  60115-2868

Application deadline for for the first
round is Nov. 30, 2010.  Research funded
by the fellowship must take place be-
tween Jan. 1 and June 30, 2011. Appli-
cation deadline for the second round
is May 31, 2011, with research taking
place between July 1 and Dec. 31, 2011.

NIU fellowship
reinstated for 2011
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By William R. Gowen (PF-706)

F 
or sports fans, this is the most interesting time of
the year. Baseball’s Fall Classic is underway, the
National Football League and college football are

about halfway through their regular seasons, and pro
and college basketball and hockey seasons are now
underway or just about to begin.

Youth sports are also in the spotlight, with various
states about to open their football playoffs, and high
school basketball about set to tip off.

Ralph Henry Barbour (1870-1944) was a prolific au-
thor of school and sports fiction for boys, along with a
wide variety of youth outdoors adventures and adult
romances. His major publisher was D. Appleton & Co.,
along with its successor D. Appleton-Century Co.

All of this can be found in my article, “Ralph Henry
Barbour: Boys’ Books and Much More,” appearing in the
November-December 1993 issue of Newsboy. The ar-
ticle contains numerous illustrations and a list of
Barbour’s 160-plus books.  Several of the books on that
list include Barbour as co-author, including five adult
novels in which he shared credit with Henry P. Holt.

But it is his co-authorship with La Mar Sarra for a
series of sports instructional books that is the focus of
this article. These five books,  all published by Appleton-
Century, appeared between 1933 and 1941, late in
Barbour’s career. The five books are Football Plays for
Boys (1933), How to Play Better Baseball (1935), How to
Play Six-Man Football (1939), the revised edition of
Football Playas for Boys (1940) and How to Play Better
Basketball (1941). Interestingly, although Barbour
featured ice hockey in several of his boys’ school novels,
there is no how-to book for that sport, probably because
Barbour then lived in Florida, not  a hockey hotbed. Also,
Sarra, his collaborator, was a Florida resident.

This is not the first time Barbour wrote a sports
instructional book: his The Book of School and College
Sports was published by Appleton in May 1904. This
438-page volume, profusely illustrated with photographs
and tactical playing diagrams, contains major chapters
on American football (as opposed to soccer, which the
rest of the world calls “football”), baseball, track and
field, lacrosse, ice hockey and lawn tennis.

The Book of School and College Sports is one of the
more difficult Barbour volumes to find today, probably

because it was used as a reference work and likely well
worn out through daily use on the practice field.
Incidentally, it is dedicated to “Sport for sport’s sake,”
and also of note, Appleton concurrently offered a
companion volume, The Woman’s Book of Sports, A
Practical Guide to Physical Development and Outdoor
Recreation, authored by J. Parmly Paret.

It was not until nearly 30 years later that Barbour
again did sports “how-to” books. Now living in Florida,
he sought someone with up-to-date expertise on the
rules of sports, turning to then-athletic director La Mar
Sarra of Tampa’s Henry B. Plant High School. Founded
in 1926, Plant High School has long been known for its
sports programs, most recently winning state football
titles in 2006, 2008 and 2009. Among its famous alumni
are baseball Hall of Famer Wade Boggs and Stephen
Stills of the music group Crosby, Stills and Nash.

Back in the 1930s, Plant High School already had a
highly recognized athletic program, so it was a natural
fit to have athletic director La Mar Sarra collaborate with
Barbour on these five instructional books. At the time,
Sarra also served on the rules committee of the National
Federation of High School Athletic Associations, so he
was in a perfect spot to offer his expertise.

Compared with the 400-plus pages of The Book of
School and College Sports, these books are much smaller,

Good sports
Ralph Henry Barbour’s ‘how
to play’ books for young people

The Book of School and College Sports, published in
1904, was Barbour’s first sports instructional book.
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running from just over 100 pages to 170 pages. Still, the
football book includes many basic running and pass-
blocking schemes for plays still widely in use today.

The same is true for the basketball book, which covers
basic shooting and passing skills, along with set plays
and fast-break offenses, plus defensive fundamentals. It
is amazing how little basketball has changed in 70 years:
the court dimensions (94 x 50 feet for colleges and 84 x 50
feet for high schools) are the same today, with the most
notable update the widening of the free-throw lane from
6 feet to 12 feet due to the domination of 7-footer Wilt
Chamberlain in the early 1950s. According to the authors,
this book (actually, all the volumes in the group) is
“designed especially for junior and pre-college players
and their coaches, deals with the fundamentals rather
than the ‘higher branches’ of basketball.”

Of the three popular sports represented in this
series, football is the most complex from a strategic
standpoint. So, as it evolved in the 1930s and 40s, the
need for a revised edition was evident. The authors list
the revised edition’s audience as “boys anywhere from
12 to 17 who want to play football, but for whom no
coach is available. Teachers, pressed into service as
coaches, will also find it indispensable.”

In that era, football posed a particular problem, since
many smaller school districts away from major cities
had only 100 to 400 students (total) in grades 9 to 12,
not enough to field a roster of 25 to 30 players. Back
then, each player participated on both offense and
defense, unlike today’s era of specialists. In the mid-
1950s, when college “two-platoon” rules were passed,

11-man football was still only found in larger prep
schools. Many suburban and rural schools were playing
by eight-man rules until the late 1950s, when school
district consolidations boosted enrollments and sports
participation. In the 1930s and 40s, pick-up games on
public playgrounds usually consisted of six-man football
(if you could even find that many players). Baseball
was “America’s pastime” during that era.

As a result, Barbour and Sarra’s How to Play Six-Man
Football, along with the 1933 edition of Football Plays
for Boys were soon outdated. That’s likely why they
remain among the most difficult books to find among
today's Barbour collectors.

The revised 1940 edition of Football Plays for Boys
places more emphasis on defensive formations, in
addition to the basics of Knute Rockne’s Notre Dame
offense and the straight-T and wing-T formations. Of
course, in this edition, Barbour and Sarra continue to
emphasize the fundamentals of blocking and tackling,
which remain the mantra of coaches to this day.

Only How to Play Better Baseball does not include
play diagrams, because baseball is, at its core, a duel
between pitcher and batter. However, baserunning
and sliding techniques, along with defense, are
described in great detail, the latter including proper
positioning of infielders and outfielders. As far as batting
is concerned, that chapter opens with “choosing the
right bat,” and describes fundamentals of the hitting
stance, the proper swing and how to study the opposing
pitcher. The sacrifice bunt is also covered in detail.

These books, published some 70 years ago, hold up
well in teaching the basics of the sports young people
still enjoy today. Whether watching games at your local
high school or enjoying college or pro athletes compete
on TV, you can see how little has changed since the era
of Ralph Henry Barbour and La Mar Sarra.

Good sports




