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“reetings! iembers and Friends! to our new
ceaders, lelcome! 100 of you have been
dded since the last edition! Our business
38 to bring together through the medium of

Your replies are becoming more intercst-
ing by the dey und coming (rom 4L stutes
of our netion. If you know of soue one
residing in slacks, iavail, Loulsicna,

“his people interested
cny wey, in Horetio Klger, Our Herot

Qur nroject to stock the Putlic Libr-
cry in Revere, Koss. The bi\‘l‘\placc of our
fiero, must be revieved for the benefit of
our new Readers. The Librarien, irs. 41l-
dred Stowell, hes given us the greon light
ond will keep the donated books under or
behind lese enclosures where they sill be

Club and meiled from your l\ome' out firet
check vith me before mailing so that no
tooks will be duplicated. Books donuted
thus far sre as follovs:

1-Risen from the ranks - Forrex.'. Cempbeil

Z-The Erie Train Boy - Xenneth B. Sutler
3-Teck's tard - George Setman, Iu
4-Strong #nd Stesdy - George { etau

5-The Yonsg Outlev -  George .eu:nn, ol H
To corserve space, these will no
Listed agatn. Please save this rocord, "o
next,_reference will begin wita item 4
‘Ttans in the Tocal novs of rationcl 1o
torest: Kelamazoo; Our oldest citizen,
T41liam (Lad) Fddington, age 13 hes just
sed on to his eterncl revard.

P&st 13 years
cord he hes stteined! Kalamezoo: Two Lie-
count Stoces here end Sunday openings!
Topps ant Sparten Department Stoves are
cooperat’ng with public demanic. These
b toms ere s part of & mtdoml chaln
W to_our Community. Kalerazoo;
Storn Diumissel Crontes New Prosiens ot
Public Schools; The locel Board of Educe-
tion hao leerned something from *he re-
cunt disnissal due to threctening stora
reports cuthorized by official
Bureau pergonnel. AlL children rere dis-

n? sent, home end it was discover-
ed that there were no school crssing
gards on duty at this unscheculed hour.
Students accustomed to school bus trans-
portation vere turned loose on our city
streeta, Children wamected 4t iose,
found locked doors and no parent to pro-
tect, them, School officials fecl that the
parents chould have the custody of the
children during emergencies. Loes your
Community heve a school dismissel program
in event of emergencies?

Some of our Reeders have been asking
for a list of rare books vhich collectors
are looking for, ard it might be vell to
1ist the 15 books that Ken Butler claims
hard to find; They are &s follows:

PLEGSE TURN TO SECTION 2

wissl Nevada or new Kexico uho
night ke To recotve  coztes of the news-
letter, I voul heopy to oblige

¢
us T ould selfisnly like for every
%o be represented on my miling list.
Beginning slsimbeticelly, this wan
v have heurd from one of our recst i
ero, Hacry . Bontoce 8340 Kurlowe Ve
Totroit 78, Narry writes..."certainly

wec just about the most surprised und
pleased percon in the vorld.. ven I T
nevsletter. I have vee

red. . sing, vich. 1

sir.‘e" th "orivilogs 1o be envolled a8

erber.. etc. Karry offers the follovi,
vecertion... Leave suflicient margin,
the chects mey be bound in hook form.
thisk the sugzestion 1s 8 splendic one

nC I a sttenpting to comply).

Kovert, Fucita, age 14, yes that's
Tight! of 29209 Lverett, Southfield, (
Detroit) .ichigon bes expressed an int
est in our Club und nevsletter. boB, a
calls ninself hes been collecting alge
=1 other books for £bout 4 yeurs. irs
Gurmen gets the credit for this mew re
ielcone! Bob. und thenks to Irene! Lob
vants to contact. collectors who heve a
glug or duplicates of Alger, Optic end
Custleno

Kersrin Sutler, ono of the bast Ir.
ends ve 7111 ever have, decigned, prod
and presented us uith the above headin
and rithout fanfare! Three cheers for
and his Enterprises, The |eyside Press
the Kenneth B. Butler & Associates, hd
tising sgency!,Ken alresdy hus the eas)
ones collected, just recently added "if
STANTOR", his collection is up to 126
his vant list is down to 15! Ken recen
entertained our 19 year old Gilbert t.e
gard of Park Ridge; Giltert ves escorts
through the 7AYSIDE PRESS &nd given &
around town in & 1923 Ford Depot Hack!
is currencly away in his depot hack on|
ANNUZL GLILTEH TOUR OF AETICUE CABS wh
will include French Lick, Ini. and Lou]
ville, Ky.
Our friend Shirley Galon, (Sept.
Sec. 1) one of ay most reliuble corres
poudents, keegs 2o Ported on vhat s &
on in Bookland, U.S.A. She calls to my
tention, the gopularity of the Tom Swif
Jr. series. Shirley elso urges me to b
the meme of our Club copyrignted for o
own protection. Yes, Shirley is a rut]

PLEASE TURN TO SECTION B
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Greetings Everyons! Neny of us are now ac-
quainted; Your response to the first edi-

ey
ssages and experiences of your
Fellow-Collector with whom you are now as-
saciated. First, let mo say that I am not
5 Hovever, I have my

prepared for the ministry and vas ordeined
and actuelly held a Pastorate for a short
torm. Through the medium of the pulpit, he
react nunber of people and

go0d question. Some o oay bave 1t
figured out. A popular. guess at the pres-
oge el g}120 voos; umm, this is

Someore in the past, has
e
story and he rewrote it 119 tines. Te

Know this was not true; However strange
things were happerirg; Mamy stories were

reprinted after having been given a dif-
ont title; It is my belief that Alger

had 1ittle or no control over this

tice. Available records imply that he was

& very poor s man. Except in rare

cases, it is generally sgreed that a per-
with ity dg 3 poor

ness man end has no sor nets
* Tne hevore.Journes btfice Seets dia
et me sevaral coples of the saition which
carried th ur search Tor Algerra
birtoplace (lw vife was xith ma, beind the
mos of tine). I have one or two
coptes Lot ke T v fledhy. st b
first requests. The Library in Revers, I un-
derstood vas interested in stocking some of
our fiero's books ard 1 u
vices; Nothing definite yet, howeve:
e ocelsore ca{rholbos] hesrd some-
ne say; "I =7 bosks sway shen 1
2ot hose."(Enls Lo the raturel &
thing to do)Tell, recently I heard a new

Lactuded sone 30 Aigors; Four of which T
s sager o on I do! This source
e e e
row of sources yet unexploved and un-
touched by collector's he d ro chance
of doing so, during the lifetine of the pre-
sont omer! Do you have this experierce?
Ten't it maddening? If you have the
Eeceets, the malo.towh, the kiowchow to 80
Ouner's heart! Pleage reveel your methods
mhich heve proven successful in your search.

cs, I cn ursble t

From your many respons
T prize th

11y & has b
terrific job! t acknovledge the 10
t of our friend Kenneth B. Butl:

s designing & m
T must sckorledge
praise and encouragenent of our lo. 1 C|
tor, Ralph Gardner of New York and I val
saantly surprised to loarn that our fri

tron B i
Loresting things to te1l us
(Shirley) Condon, 6491 Gle
) Coreraseoon tro oyes {hieet
Strotensyer). Shirley says; iGo &
Library and s BOOKS ! secti
the sprid 195 edition of Fortune Waguz|
s her raconornlation, T 43d just this |
o of 5. Tt primarily
to the life o Stratencyer (16621930

of our Hero origitmting fron an srgosy
nent! Trene is savising us to resd 'Fid
Factory” by o foynords;

T veits avout str
Sattnrs Paperchask adktions snevting 1
e Suly 6013, 1959 adiston of Aredsn
Booknan has an authentic and accepted 1
Klgerrs books! From our friend in Borka]
Springs, \est Va. cones this message: "l

read practically il of his books &
=7 fctands ny Tittle bome toun of
Tild, Nass. near the Cape. T had abor
fttston gigers i sy Tousession when
rtedly agreed to becone & collector.
ot a Pubiie s.:e, 1 bought four devge
books; 4t the botton of one of the box
Tounaa copy o HELEN ToRD, 3 hed neve

jor; and adaits that Alger helped to
hin the way! Alger vas nore than &
vas a maker of men!
Joan hes vecently inforned me that ch
43 books! Nice going! Joan. AL Vogt of
Tey Park, Colif. sont me a clipping fr
Telephore trade Journal which tells of
large library of juvenile books. The p
v 1 s s booke vith dust-coverd
look just Like new! AL tells o
1o ns Rurtington Librory n prsaden
siles ) shere he b the plossure
in person, tionsof elmost eve:
Klger ever ¥rote and in mint conattion

i

Some thoughts about
the birth of Newsboy

-- See Page 3
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(#5)  Kelanazoo, Hichiga

Graotings Evoryore! Le

got acqutnted! Tho

Whon'T ones Bore seek

sted in flgor. T

ks by Horatio Alger, 1 heve fomd
ampts to keep his hobby o seoret will
Tead's Topely Tifar T ayssit,’ in the pastfelt
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have just returned from & plenned tri
, Wassachusetis; for-

per and sas informed thut th
it

of a1l other Alger Fins

SEicusoedand Sloputed Tor ages to come
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-- See Page 16
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President’s column

Collectors of all kinds fascinate me, fictional as well as
real-life. Keller, one of the protagonists of the excellent
detective novelist Lawrence Block, is a hit man. Despite
Keller’s extreme efficiency and formidable success rate
as a hired Kkiller, Block succeeds in humanizing him
throughout the series as he acquires and loses custody
of a pet, serves on a jury, undergoes a midlife crisis,
sees a therapist, becomes a father, and worries about
his retirement.

Best of all from my standpoint, Keller becomes an
avid stamp collector and is often juggling pursuit of his
hobby with the attempt to complete his latest murderous
assignment. At one point, Keller reflects as he chases his
quarry that “The man flew first class, the man bought
and discarded great quantities of clothing, the man
spent money like he didn’t know what to do with it.
Therefore, he wasn’t a stamp collector, because a stamp
collector always knew whattodo with money. Hebought
stamps with it. Keller, faced with the choice of tourist
and first-class air travel, couldn’t help doing the math
and translating the difference into potential philatelic
purchases. The difference on this flight, for instance,
would pay for a couple of mint high values from the set
Canadaissued in 1898 for Victoria’sjubilee. Keller, given
the choice, would have taken the less comfortable seat
and the stamps” (Lawrence Block, Hit List [New York:
HarperCollins, 2000], 337).

Lawrence Block may not be a philatelist, but I cannot
help but feel that the man who wrote these words must
collect something. Certainly, I have made precisely this
calculation many times when considering some poten-
tial expenditure and translating it into the number of
books I might be able to acquire if I found a cheaper
alternative.

Perhaps as you consider your travel options for the
upcoming convention in Columbus, you may have had
thoughts very similar to Keller’s in deciding whether
to drive or fly. I very much hope that you will wind
up deciding on a solution that enables you to join us in
Ohio. Our host, Bob Huber has put together an excellent
programinaninteresting venue, and we are anticipating
a good turnout. I look forward to seeing you there.

Your Partic’lar Friend,
Jeff Looney (PF-903)

1712 Concord Drive
Charlottesville, VA 22901

HORATIO ALGER SOCIETY

To further the philosophy of Horatio Alger, Jr. and to encourage
the spirit of Strive & Succeed that for half a century guided Alger’s
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girls’series books, pulps and dime novels.
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Some thoughts about the birth of Newsboy

By Brad Chase (PF-412)

nderstanding history sometimes unlocks

mysteries and often provides reasons

for things to be the way they are. What
happened many years ago offers us an oppor-
tunity to dig into the richness of our past and
find a new appreciation of people and events.
Whetherit’sresearching ourimmediate family’s
genealogy or focusing on specific past events
such as the early evolution of the Horatio Alger
Society, we can be enlightened and enriched by
what we find.

Did you ever wonder about the thousands of
actions undertaken over time by many caring
people to build what we have today as a Hora-
tio Alger Society? We have annual conventions
every spring, award programs, book auctions
and a newsletter connecting us to our Alger
hobby and friends. An active, viable organiza-
tion has provided us the opportunity to easily
connect with other collectors who have similar
interests. Now all of this didn’t just come about
by accident. Many good people have worked
very hard to bring about what we enjoy today
and almost take for granted.

Take Newsboy, for example. It arrives at
our home every few months and we eagerly
digest the articles to better understand our
hobby and learn about the collecting activities
of our fellow Alger bibliophiles. Some research
is usually presented about Alger and/or other
contemporary writers and their books, all rein-
forced with attractive graphics that amaze our
senses and appreciate the skills of our editor. It
is just fun to read Newsboy and be kept up to
date. A while ago, Society members were even
spellbound reading interviews with Mr. Alger,
The Man himself! What a pleasure it is to occa-
sionally lose oneself in this type of recess, taking
us away for a few pleasurable moments from a
world that seems to be falling apart.

THE
FIRST EDITION
JULY

NEWSBOY

voL. 1 M. 1
1962

Published in the interest of Readers, Collectors and Dealers of books written by.:Alger.
Prepared end distributed by Forrest Campbell, 588 Pilgrim (B5)

Kalamazoo, lichigan

Greetings Everyone! Let's get acquainted! Tho
ve ere strangers, yet ve are friends; for we
have one thing in common; ¥e both have an in-
terest in Alger. How does one become inter-
ested in Alger? Ve no doubt differ in this
respect; Here's how it was with me: I was
born on an October day in 1905; Friday the
13th to be exsct; The same as Horatio tho not
the same month, nor of course the seme year.
I vas born in an Era rich with evidence of a
famous and popular Author. Only six years
scparated his world from mine. Can a person
be forgotten in such a short period of time?
Vias Horatio forgotten? His books were still
being published as late as 1910; In this same
year, I migrated with my folks from my native
State of Illinois to a Swiss Settlement in
southern Visconsin; Returning after a few al-
tho enjoyable years to grow up in the shadow
ot the State House, vhere Lincoln, the Back-
voods Boy.first began his political career.
My childhood was rich with Alger. Our school
books which were few, were handed down from
en older brother along with his Alger books.
e literally held a text book in one hand and
an Alger in the other. Ve learned tif three Rs
and hov a boy could succeed in New York at
the same time; But there comes a time in the
life of every boy when he must choose between
his treasures at home and the treasures which
lie shead in some distant place. I didn't see
cry furuncr need for Alger books and they are
left b~hind; Veren't yours? However absence
makes the heart grow fonder, especially after
forty years when I onee more seek the treas-
ures of my youth, Those Alger books! This is
what makes me interested in Alger. I am now a
Postal employee; I carry the U.S. Mail. My
family is raised; I have three grandchildren.
Tho was Alger? They ask, when admiring my Li-
brary. T'ill their grandchildren ask the same
cuestion? It is up to us to preserve the mem-
ories as well as to check the thoughtless de-
struction of our dwindling stock of our Alger
books for our Heirs. Vhy do we need a News-
letter? 'hat purpose will it serve? It can
serve as a central point where information
may be exchanged between you and I and other
“aterested Alger Fans and learn of their lo-
cetions and their needs. During the time in
wmich I have been interested in Collecting
broks by Horatio Alger, I have found that he
vho ettempts to keep his hobby a secret will
lead & lonely life. I myself, in the pastfelt
that I dare not reveal my hobby until I have
my Library complete; But then I met another
collector of Alger who was willing to share
his interests and duplicate books with me and
with others. This person being, Kenneth B.
Butler of 1325 Burlington Road, Mendota, Ill.
Since then, through association with other
co'lectors, I have made many friends and my
own library has grown accordingly. I have
had the pleasure of encouraging others to
share my interests and limited knowledge of
our hobby. I want you to share with us, your
experiences and comments. One of the newest
of Collectors, Jean Steiner, of R2 Berkeley
Springs, West Virginia has just uncovered an
early edition of "Helen Ford and is she ever
Heppy about that.PLEASE VRITE SOMETHING FOR
THE NEXT EDITION, OUT AUGUST L,

I have just returned from a planned trip to
the East Coast; to Revere, Massachusetts; for-
merly known as North Chelsea and it is found

_on the near north side of Boston. As I turned

onto Broadway, the Main Street of Revere, I
drove into & service station to refuel. I
casually asked the Attendent about Horatio
Alger, but he did not catch the name and
asked me to repeat it. Maw--reese Sho--val--—
yer? He asked; (perhaps it was my Michigan
accent) I could see that I was not getting
anyvhere &nd asked instead, for the Public
Library. Upon locating the Library, I found
that it would not be open until the afternocon.
Discouraged and disgusted, I was about to
leave Revere when I thought of the marny miles
that I had come for this purpose and I deciced
to make one last attempt. I was pas:ing City
Hall and I stopped; I was about to ask for
the Chamber of Commerce when I thought of the
local Press; I asked if there was a locel
Paper and was informed that there was and .as
directed to it. I was received with much cour-
tesy and interest after the nature of my visit
was announced. I learned that only last Janu-
ary, the Editorial Staff honored Horatio's
birthday with an article about one of their
favorite Sons. My audience was inspired with
my interest which had brought me so many miles
and with the interest of all other Alger Fens
over the Nation. Ve traced and shared informu-
tion for at least a halh hour and I was as—
sured that in an early issue, if not the next
edition, they would print another article re-
garding my visit and the National interest in
Alger. After proudly displaying some of my
prized books from my collection, I left with

a large supply of Revere Journals under my

arm and with directions on how to find 88

Beach Street, the birthplace of our Hero. I
learned to my disappointment that there vias

no street named after Horatio nor Alger; Hovi-
ever, there is a Fenno Street; Horatio's mother
came from the Fenno Family. I founfi the street
and the house which is just off Broadway and
to add to my enjoyment, Mrs. Joseph (Anna)
Gallant, the present occupant wes at hcme; I
was invited in and had the Pleasure of stan-
ding in the parlor of Horatio's boyhood home;

I felt welcome and was even accepted by Colum-
bia, the cat and household pet. irs. Gallant
was very courtious and willingly answered all
my questions end after teking movies of the
house from the street, I felt that my trip wes
worthwhile after all. After spending the bal-
ance of the day in Boston, I then turned in the
direction of South Natick, The final resting
place of our Hero, which is the Glernwood Ceme-
tery and in the extreme right hand corner from
the center entrance. There is one monument a-
bout seven foot tell in the center of the plot
with small stones marking the resting places
of others in his married sister's family. As

I stood there in the twilight hours of the sum-
mer evening; I strongly felt that we who know
Horatio only from his lifes work; are basking
in the twilight of his memories; I now felt
that I had honored our Hero according to my
ability having visited his place of beginning
and ending. Vhat went on in between will be
discussed and disputed for ages to come.

Newsboy certainly keeps us attuned to what
is going on in our hobby. Without it we’d be
either alone or huddled in small groups trying to dis-
cover things for ourselves. Over the past 50 years Bill
Gowen and others like Forrest Campbell, Ken Butler,
Carl Hartmann, Jack Bales, and Gil Westgard, who
form our list of Editors, launched and virtually grew a
small and folksy newsletter into a sophisticated, care-
fully presented, scholarly magazine widely respected

The one-page first issue of Newsboy, published in mimeo-
graph by H.A.S. co-founder Forrest Campbell in July 1962.

within collecting circles today.

You must wonder why these thoughts come to my
mind. Essentially, I think we all have just accepted that
the Society was thereand never really examined how and
why it was formed and how its basic principles were put
into place.Iknew vaguely that some type of organization

(Continued on Page 5)
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We're about a month and a half from our 2015 con-
vention, “Fame and Fortune in Columbus,” and as a
final reminder and perhaps incentive for you to attend,
additional copies of the official registration form and
schedule of events are enclosed.

Convention host Bob Huber has lined up a very in-
teresting program, along with enough free time to see
what Ohio’s capital city has to offer. A few additional
Columbus photos shot by your editor are on Page 16.

In our January-February preview issue it was noted
we hoped to give you a few details about our annual
auction in this issue, and so far we have large consign-
ments from the collections of former H.A.S. president
Art Young and longtime member William Thieme.

Over the past few years, Art has been reducing his
Alger collection, and most of his first editions and qual-
ity reprints have now found homes with other H.A.S.
members and Alger enthusiasts. However, over the
years he also built a large collection of Alger-related
material which he is now consigning to the H.A.S. auc-
tion. Included are original periodicals containing Alger
short stories and serials, along with a selection of Alger
books in foreign editions. There is also printed material
related to Horatio Alger’s years at Harvard, including a
student class list. Also of interest is a group of vintage
“Authors” card games, with and without Alger.

Thieme’s Alger collection includes 100-plus books by
quality publishers, including Loring, Porter & Coates,
Henry T. Coates, Penn, A.L. Burt, David McKay, Street
& Smith and John C. Winston. There are some first edi-
tions, but notalarge number. This is a collection that was
assembled with care and an eye toward condition.

In terms of formats, there are large groups of P&C
Brown Apple editions, Luck & Pluck Series (Flying
Wheel), Brave & Bold Series (Lion), Way to Success (Bee
Hive) etc. The Henry T. Coates formats, include Tattered
Tom Series and Ragged Dick Series reprints. The A.L.
Burt deluxe editions include Gold Tulip, Green Tulip
and Three Circles, along with books published in the
Chimney Corner Series applique cover formats.

The Winstons include about 20 titles in the deluxe
Library Edition binding, and the full run of 11 Strate-
meyer completions includes four Mershons, one Stitt,
five Grosset & Dunlaps and one Cupples & Leon.

All in all, this is a very nice group of books that
should draw high interest from potential bidders. And,

City Barbecue, with several locations in the Colum-
bus area, operates this restaurant in Gahanna.

of course, additional auction items will likely be brought
to the convention by members.

A fine place to eat: Above is a photo of City Barbecue
in Gahanna, just a five-minute drive from the Courtyard
by Marriott-Columbus Airport hotel. Having eaten at
several of City Barbecue’s Columbus locations over the
years, I recommend it highly if you're looking for a place
to dine Thursday evening or Saturday afternoon.

The menu includes all the traditional regional bar-
becue pork and beef sandwiches, plus St. Louis-style
ribs (full and half slab), Amish fried chicken and a wide
choice of side dishes and desserts. I will have copies of
the full dine-in/carryout menu at the H.A.S. registra-
tion table, along with driving directions.

MEMBERSHIP

Reinstated members — welcome back!
Dennis L. Hood (PF-854)
P.O.Box 176

311 South 3rd St.
Kirkland, IL 60146

Phone: (847) 742-6765
E-mail: dicdhood@gmail.com

Dilworth C. Strasser (PF-1061)

2327 E. Logan Way
Salt Lake City, UT 84108

Phone: (801) 581-1544
E-mail: thestrassers@hotmail.com
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was the dream of Forrest Campbell of Kalamazoo, Michi-
gan, and Ken Butler of Mendota, Illinois. I remembered
that together they launched an effort they called the
Horatio Alger Newsboy Club. However, I didn’t really
appreciate that their prime tool to implement the club
was anewsletter. They hoped it would be a prime vehicle
to bring together as many people possible who had an
interest in collecting musty old Alger books. Forrest and
Ken enjoyed reading and collecting these old books and
knew there must be others
around who felt the same.
Forrest, who up to the time
he met Ken, had essentially
collected Alger books alone.
Finding another person with
a similar interest sparked the
idea between them to estab-
lish a club tying members
together with a newsletter
thatshared names, addresses
and information about their
collecting interests.

Forrest then picked up the
ballandin July 1962 produced
a one-page newsletter (82 x
14 inches) called “The Newsboy,” Volume 1, Number
1 and sent it to as many people he and Ken knew who
they thought might be interested. The second issue
was produced the very next month and carried a plain
masthead titled “The Horatio Alger Newsboy Club,”
Volume 1, Number 2

From that humble beginning, a Newsboy publication
has been produced and sent to members of the Horatio
Alger Newsboy Club (now the Horatio Alger Society)
continually for 53 years! Thatis over five decades of shar-
ing Alger information among hundreds of members. The
extentof thehard work spentby somany dedicated people
for solong should not be minimized. Think about that the
next time you open your copy of Newsboy and appreciate
what members of our organization have achieved.

Why bring all this up now, you ask,and what prompted
interest in activities occurring these past 50 years? Well, it
was a recent email I received from Bob Eastlack (PF-557)
who sparked it all. He asked if  had any copies of the old,
legal-size Newsboys published in the early 1960s. He is
working with members James Keeline, Gene Bartlett, Bob
Huber and others to get all 53 years of Newsboys scanned
for the Society’s website so they will be available online

o !
SRR £
Forrest Campbell

to everyone. Eastlack said the issues needed were among
those produced during the first six years. These were
essentially Forrest’s creations that were 8% x 14 inches
in size, hand typed on stencil and mimeographed. Bob
remembered that over the yearsIhad collected Newsboys
and wondered if | had any from the first few years. After
digging around it turns out I have a complete set of the
older Newsboys published from the very first one in July
1962 to May 1968 when the publication was changed to
the smaller 8% x 11-inch format.

Aslwassorting through these early Newsboys, Ibegan
to glance at their content. I was particularly impressed
with Forrest’s effortashelabored to develop anacceptable
vehicle to share hobby information among people who
were basically strangers, except for the common interest
inHoratio Alger, Jr. Hemusthave spent considerable time
pondering the question: how does one start a hobby club
fromscratchand develop anappealing newsletter toattract
members? Not an easy task in 1962, or any year, I suspect,
but one Forrest readily accepted, non-withstanding the
fact that he had a full-time job as a mail carrier, an active
familywithkidsand grandkidsand, I gather, not unlimited
funds to spend on such a project.

I never met Forrest Campbell; we corresponded, but
we never ended up at the same place at the same time.
He, of course, is one of the founders of our Society; Ken
Butler is the other. I did meet and spend time with Ken at
my first Alger convention in New Philadelphia, Ohio, in
1974 and several times afterward. He and his wife were
very pleasant and enthusiastic Alger people; they and
others at the Canton gathering were a major influence
that hooked me on Alger forever. It is interesting for me
now to go back to the very early days of the Society to
see how these two men doggedly worked to organize
themselves and others into a viable and popular long-
term relationship.

In the development of any organization the first
year is critical to its success. So I thought it might be
fun and interesting to do a brief analysis of the first 12
issues (Volume 1) of Newsboy. So I read each of them
in detail in an attempt to capture the key events and
people active at that time. So come along with me now
as I highlight people and actions occurring during the
very first year of our “Newsboy Club.” I believe these
early experiences massaged and conditioned by time and
the actions of many sincere and interested folk, set the
foundation of what we have today with our newsletter
and as a Society.

Newsboy, The first 12 issues

When one reads the initial 12 issues he can’t help
but be struck by the sheet size (8% x 14 inches), paper
colors (various) and the amount of text per page. These

(Continued on Page 6)
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legal-size sheets of paper display text in two
very wide columns with each column es-
sentially one long paragraph. However, the
text content was chummy, informative and a
friendly presentation that kept one’s attention
throughout. Forrest, the writer, squeezed words
from side to side and top to bottom. He had a
lothe wanted to say and being a postman knew
that the fewer sheets he used, the less the cost
each would be to mail. Initially he insisted on
funding the entire cost of its production and
mailing himself!

However, after the seventh issue he reluc-
tantly accepted subscriber donations of $2.00
per issue. All along, he insisted there would be
no paid advertising, as he didn’t want to “run a
business” or become “commercial,” as he wrote
at one point. Itis very clear that he accepted full
responsibility for the production and content
of the initial newsletters and saw them as a key
way to bring people together.

The very firstissue is one sheet of large paper
(my copy is a gold color) with the text on one
side in two long and very wide columns. The
words at the top are: “THE NEWSBOY, FIRST
EDITION, JULY 1962, VOL. 1 NO. 1”7 and
gives Forrest’s name and address as the person
responsible for its preparation and distribution.
The heading also notes that it is primarily “pub-
lished in the interest of readers, collectors and
dealers of books written by Alger.”

Up frontidentification seemed tobeimportant
to Forrest, as he wanted to set a friendly tone
and get to know everybody he interacted with
as best he could. The number of First Edition
copies (Volume 1 Number 1) initially produced
is not printed on the sheet; however, Forrest
notes later that it was sent to 75 people who
were known to be interested in Alger. He made

100 copies of a second printing which I do not have.
However, I do have a third printing (Souvenir Edition)
on which it is noted that 250 copies were made. Appar-
ently these printings of the First Edition were produced
and given to anyone who might be interested in getting
on his mailing list. Forrest obviously was very proud of

the first-edition issue

So, in the first Newsboy Campbell described who
he was, what he collected and included items about his
own personal life and special interests. He encouraged
his readers to do the same so everybody would get to

THE HORATO ALG

N AW Q 5
NEW S O@X]
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28 ! 3 1962
Vol. 1 o. 2 Bugust, 196

Distribution 100

Published for the enjoyment of Readers, Collectors and Dealers of books written by Horatlo
Alger, Jr. Prepared and dlstributed by Forrest Campbell 5%8 Pllgnm, Kalamazoo, b

Greetings Everyone! lMany of us are now ac—
quainted; Your response to the first edi-
tion has been very encouraging and grati-
fying. It becomes my duty now to relay to
you, the messages and experiences of your
Fellow-Collector with whom you are now as-
sociated. First, let me say that I am not
an authority on Alger; However, I have my
opinions and will defend our Hero against
all-comers. Ve all know that our Hero had
prepared for the ministry and was ordained
and actually held a Pastorate for a short
term. Through the medium of the pulpit, he
reached only a small rumber of people and
perhaps the same group each and every Sun<
day. Vie know that he abandoned the pulpit
and perhaps for this very reason. Yes, he
had & message for the people and the power
of the pen was beckoning to him and by

this method, he reached more people than
ary other person in his time. How .many
juvenile books did he write? that is a

good question. Some day we may have it
figured out. A popular. guess at the pres—
ent time is 120 books; However, this is
not my guess! Someone in the past, has
made this statement, "Alger had but one
story and he rewrote it 119 times. Ve

know this was not true; However strange
things were happening; Many stories were
reprinted after having been given a dif-
ferent title; It is my belief that Alger
had little or no control over this prac-
tice. Available records imply that he was
a very poor business man. Except in rare
cases, it is generally agreed that a per-
son with creative sbility is a poor busi-
ness men and has no sense of financial val-
ues. The Revere Journal Office Staff did
sen me several copies of the edition which
carried the story of our search for Alger's
birthplace (my wife was with me, behind the
camera, mosy of the time). I have one or two
copies left which I will gladly mail to
first requests. The Library in Revere, I un-
derstood was interested in stocking some of
our Hero's books and I volunteered our ser-—
vices; Nothing definite yet, however! Is
there one among us who hes not heard some-
one say; "I gave all my books away when I
left home."(this is the natural and normal
thing to do)Vell, recently I heard a new
angle where they were donated to the pub-
lic library of his home town. I decided to
check this one out, since it was only 50
miles evay. This Library has a storeroom
filled withnout-of-circulation books which
included some 30 Algers; Four of which I
was eager to own and now I do! This source
is worth checking out in your home-town too!
I know of sources yet unexplored and un-
touched by collector's hands and no chance
of doing so, during the lifetime of the pre-
sent owner! Do you have this experience?
Isn't it maddening? If any of you have the
secret, the magic touch, the know-how to an
Owner's heart! Please reveal your methods
which have proven successful in your search.

From your many responses, I am umble to se-
lect one and say, "This one, I prize the most!"
I do enjoy making new friends as well as to
keep the old ones. I have tried to answer all
of your letters personally and it has been a
terrific job! I must acknowledge the loyal
support of our friend Kenneth B. Butler of
Mendota, Illinois vho is designing a masthead
for our newsletter. I must acknovledge the
praise and encouragement of our No. 1 Collec-
tor, Ralph Gardner of New York and I was ple-
asantly surprised to learn that our friend
John Sullivan, 2202 Burlington St., Ottawa,
I11. was born in Malden, ohly three miles

from Revere; John says he will have some in-
teresting things to tell us soon. lirs. Lorne
(Shirley) Condon, 6491 Glenroy St., San Diego,
Calif. is torn between two loves (Alger and
Stratemeyer). Shirley says; "Go to your Public
Library and read the 'BOYS BOOKS' section of
the April 1934 edition of Fortune Magazine."
At her recommendation, I did just this and en-
joyed every vword of it. It primarily pertains
to the life of Stratemeyer (1862-1930). It re—
lates of his many pseudonyms and of his fin-
ishing post-humously many of Alger's unfin-
ished stories. iirs. Irene Gurman, 23498 Park—
lawn, Oakpark 37, YMichigan has a 10x12 picture
of our Hero originating from an Argosy Supple-
ment! Irene is advising us to read "Fiction
Factory" by (uentin Reynolds; I have and I now
recommend it to you! It tells about Street &
Smith's Paper-back editions including alger's.
The July 6-13, 1959 edition of Antiguarian
Bookman has an authentic and accepted list of
Alger's books! From our frierd in Berkzley
Springs, Yest Va. comes this message: "I am a
very recent collector of Alger; hs a child, I
read practically &1l of his books as did most
of my friends in my little home town of Warsh-
field, Mass., near the Cape. I had about ten
different Algers in my possession when I half-
heartedly agreed to become a collector. Then,
at a Public Sale, I bought four large boxes of
books; kit the bottom of one of the boxes, I
found a copy of HELEN FORD, I had never heard
of that one; But after an authority informed
me that I had 2 rere book, though of little
vzlue because of its poor condition, I got the
collector's fever! Now its "Lhat cen I find
next?" The search is really exciting! .y hus-
band also read Alger during his youth. He went
into the Army in 1930 as & Private with half
an adequate education and retired in 1954 as a
Major; and admits that Alger helped to show
him the way! Alger was more than a name. He
was & maker of men!..... Jean Steiner, R2;
Jean hes recently informed me that she now has
43 books! Nice going! Jean. Al Vogt of wionte-
rey Park, Calif. sent me a clipping from his
Telephone trade Jourmal which tells of his
large library of juvenile books. The picture
shows Al and his books with dust-covers and
look just like new! Al tells of a recent visit
to the Huntington Library in Pasadena (only 7
miles avay) where he had the pleasure of seeing
in person, first editionsof almost every book
Alger ever wrote and in mint condition too!

The second newsletter in August 1962 added “The Horatio
Alger Newsboy Club” rubber-stamped at the top of the page.

know each other well, like a family. He also recounted
his recent visit to Alger’s birthplace in Massachusetts.
The purpose of that trip was to visit as many locations
importantin Alger’s early life as he could find. He writes
about that trip: “Ihad honored our Hero according tomy
ability having visited his place of beginning and ending.
Whatwent oninbetween will be discussed and disputed
for ages to come.”

That ended the column and certainly set the tone for
Newsboy, and “The Newsboy Club” ever since. Month
after month he shared the responses he received from
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Po}'atio ilger, Jr. Prepared and distriouted at the expense of Forrest Cempbell, Ld.

“reetings! Hembers and Friends! to our new
ceaders, lelcome! 100 of you have heen
wdded since the last edition! Our business
1s to bring together through the medium of
this newsletter all people in‘erssted in
ony way, in Horetio alger, Our Hero!

Our nroject to stock the Public Libr-
&ry in Revere, Ness. The birthplace of our
Hero, must be revieved for the benefit of
our new Readers. The Librarien, lrs. #il-
dred Stowell, hes given us the green light
and will keep the donated books under or
bshind ¢less enclosures where they will be
preserved and protected from hardling. Lo-
nations should be mede in the nene of our
Club a2nd meiled from your home; but first
check vith me before mailing so that no
tooks will be duplicated. Books donuted
thus far sre as follows:
1-Risen from the ranks - Forrest Cempbell
2-The Erie Train Boy - Xenneth B. Sutler
2-Teck's V'ard - Ceorge Setman, I1I
4-Strong 2nd Stesdy - George {etmun, III
5-The Youag Outlew -~  George fetman, III

To conserve space, these will not be
listed again. Please save this record. The
next reference will begin with item #6.

Items in the local news of mationzl in-
torest: Kelamazoo; Our oldest citizen,
Villiam (Lad) Fddington, age 1.3 has just
recently pagsed on to his eternsl reward.
Dad has beek‘ the publuc eye hzre for the
past 13 years snd we are proud of the re-
cord he hes atteined! Kalamezoo: Two Dis-
count Stores here end Sunday openings!
Topps an Sparten Department Stores are
cooperating with public demanis. These
two storcs are a part of a national chain
and are 1w to our Comminity. Kalamazoo;
Storm Dismissal Creates New Problems at
Public Schools; The local Board of Educa—
tion has leerned something from the re-
cent dismissal due to thresténing storm
reports cuthorized by official ©zether
Bureau persommel. All children nere dis-
missed snd sent home and it was discover-
ed that there were no school crassing
guards on duty at this unscheduled hour.
Students accustomed to school bus trans-
portation were turned lcose on our city
streets. Children unexpected at home,
found locked doors and no parent to pro-
tect them. School officials feel that the
parents should have the custody of the
children during emergencies. Loes your
Community heve a school dismissal program
in event of emergencies?

Some of our Readers have been asking
for a list of rare books vhich collectors
are looking for, and it might be well to
list the 15 books that Ken Butler claims
hard to find; They are as follows:

PLEASE TURN TO SECTION 2

Your replies are becoming more interest-
ing by the day und coming from 44 states
of our nztion. If you know of souwe one
residing in slaska, Vawail, Louisiuna,
wississippi, Nevada or wew rexico who
might like to receive copies of the news-
letter, I would be very heppy to oblige
as I would selfishly like for every state
to be regresented on my muiling list.

Beginning alphabeticelly, this month
we have heurd from one of our revest Kead-
ers, Harry il. Boniece 8340 [iarlowe ivenue
Detroit 28, Harry writes..."certainly I
ves just about the most surprised and
pleased person in the world.. when I re-
ceived.. your.. newsletter. I have been a
devotee of.. silger.. since boyhood.. have
quite & number.. almost & complete set..
stored.. in Lansing, wich. I would con-
sider it & privilege to be enrollied as a
member.. etc. harry offers the following
suggestion... Leave sufficient margin, so
ects mey be bound in book form. (I
think the suggestion is a splendid one
end I =i attenpting to comply).

robert Fuchta, age 14, yes that's
tight! of 29209 Lverett, Southfield, (near
Detroit) .ichigan hrs expressed wn inter—
est in our Club und newsletier. boB, as he
calls himself hes been collecting alger
znd other books for about 4 yeurs. iirs, I.
Gurman gets the credit for this new recruit
‘elcome! Bob. and thenks to Irene! Lob
wents to contact collectors who heve a sur-
plus or duplicates of ilger, Optic &nd
Castiemon.

Kenurcth Butler, one of the best fri-
ends we will ever have, decigned, produced
and precented us vith the above heading!
and vithout fanfare! Three cheers for Ken
and his Enterprises, The |&yside Press and
the Kenneth B. Butler & associates, ksdver—
tising iigency!,Xen alresdy hus the easy
ones collected, just recently added "ikRK
STANTOR", his collection is up to 126 and
his want list is down to 15! Ken recently
entertained our 19 year old Gilbert t.est-
gard of Park Ridge; Gilbert was escorted
through the VrYSIDE PRESS end given a ride
around town in a 1923 Ford Depot Hack! Ken
is currently away in his depot hack on the
ANNUZL CLIDDEN TOUR OF AiTIwUk CARS which
will include French Lick, Ind. and Louis-
ville, Ky.

Our friend Shirley Collon, (Sept.

Sec. 1) one of uy most reliable corres—
pondents, keeps me posted on wnat is going
on in Bookland, U.S.A. She calls to my at-
tention, the popularity of the Tom Swift
Jr. serles. Shirley elso urges me to have
the name of our Club copyrighted for our
own protecticn. Yes, Shirley is a native

PLEASE TURN TO SECTION B

and showed keen interest in, and considerable
knowledge about, Horatio Alger. In Gil's early
correspondence, he included many items about
New York City in Alger’s time and provided
Forrest with Alger poems he had found and
otherrelevanthistoricitems, much of which For-
rest printed in Newsboy. At one point, Forrest
congratulated Gilbert on becoming an Elder in
the Mormon Church and wished him well on
his first missionary assignment to Switzerland.
Incidentally, Gilbert applied to Forrest (and got
permission) to become the newsletter’s foreign
correspondent and as such, continued to submit
relevant Alger material.

From the second Newsboy on, Campbell
devoted the first column (left hand side) to him-
self, his Alger collection and related interests,
as well as personal thoughts and experiences
in collecting Alger. For example, he states “I'm
not an Alger expert” nor “a first edition collec-
tor”; he was primarily interested in obtaining
as many different Alger stories as he could find.
He always shared with readers his most recent
“find,” excitedly giving details about how it
came about. The right-hand column he devoted
tocommenting and answering responses hehhad
received from readers, and detailing particulars
about new members. This seemed to be a major
emphasis of his interest in writing and sending
out the newsletter. His clear intention was to
locate and interact with people and offer his
newsletter as a source of information to every-
one about collecting Alger and offering it as a
vehicle to let readers interact. He felt in this way
his readership could exchange want lists and
information among themselves, subsequently
enhancing their own collections, Alger and/
or otherwise.

After the firstnewsletter, Forrest placed these

For the fourth issue (October 1962), Forrest Campbell

duced the “running newsboy” illustration still used today.

readers so they could interact with him and with each
other. That must have resonated with many fellow col-
lectors, because by December 1962 (just five months
after the first newsletter was issued), he distributed 415
newsletters and the number of paid subscribers had
grown to 45.

Forrest tried hard to personalize information that he
thought would be of general interest to the group as
well. For example, Gil Westgard (PF-024) still one of our
currentlong-standing members, joined the club when he
was 20 years of age (the youngest subscriber at the time)

words at the top as a heading: “The Horatio
Alger Newsboy Club,” along with the Volume,
Number, date, distribution quantity and the
following statement: “Published for the enjoyment of
Readers, Collectors and Dealers of books written by
Horatio Alger, Jr. Prepared and distributed by Forrest
Campbell, 5868 Pilgrim, Kalamazoo, Michigan”
Reading through these early Newsboys, I get the dis-
tinct impression that antique dealers were a large part of
thereadership. Atdifferenttimes, Forrestwould tellabout
all the items readers had told him they collected besides
Alger. For example, Stratemeyer, Zane Grey, Burroughs,
Reid, Optic and other similar authors were searched for,

intro-

(Continued on Page 8)
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as well as items such as guns, paper weights, old toys,
potato mashers, coins, antique political pins, Victrolas
and records, Danish Christmas plates, sea shells, bottles,
penny banks etc. Atone point Forrestsaid he had collected
old telephone directories for many years. In exposing
people’s interests he clearly had a goal for his reader-
ship to exchange items among themselves. This is why I
think he spent half of the newsletter detailing interests of
readers and providing specific names and addresses. Ed
Mattson (PF-067), then a member (and still is), suggested
early on a “swappers” column that I think encouraged
Forrest to continue to make the newsletter available to
readers for bartering among themselves.

Beginning with the fourth issue (October, 1962) that
he distributed to 400 people, Forrest placed a new mast-
head at the top. It shows a running newsboy (similar to
a Hurst cover image) carrying newspapers, which he
placed between the words: “The Horatio Alger Newsboy
Club” (all in blue). Ken Butler, who owned a printing
business in Mendota, Illinois, designed the heading.
This “running newsboy” image has been part of the
Newsboy masthead ever since.

Incidentally, information gleaned from these first
Newsboys reveals that Ken, besides supporting Forrest,
was also a huge antique car collector and attended car
meets all over the northeast. A few years later, when I
got to know Ken, he still maintained his cars as well as
a large collection of other antiques in a very impressive
museum in Mendota that was visited by many attendees
to the 1976 annual convention in Rosemont, just outside
of Chicago.

As time went on, Forrest Campbell narrowed the col-
umnsin thenewsletter and, with the sixth issue (December
1962), kept the number of legal-size sheets to a consistent
three. Essentially, there seemed tobe fourareas of emphasis
in newsletter content that were settling into place:

1. Forrest’s hobby experiences and activities.

2. Forrest’s responses to, and items about, club mem-
bers.

3. New information and/or research about Alger and
Alger collecting.

4. The inclusion of several longer Alger-oriented ar-
ticles presented in installments.

In the first 12 newsletters there were three of these lat-
ter articles that I found fascinating. One was a thoughtful
paper in four installments (in four individual Newsboys)
by Professor John Cawelti (Wisconsin) about how Alger,
the writer, was transformed into a contemporary symbol
of success and free enterprise. A second and longer article

(supplied by Gil Westgard) was by Helen Campbell, (from
Darkness and Daylight, 1892, Chapter 4) that described the
plight of street children, particularly newspaper boys, in
New York City in the latter 1800s. Charles Loring Brace
and the Newsboys” Lodging House were prominently
discussed. Forrestincluded thismaterial insixinstallments.
A complete Alger-type story written by Forrest himself,
The Young Postmaster was the third set of installments. He
included one chapter a month as a separate sheet (text on
both sides) in the newsletter for 36 months. These longer
stories not only related directly to many members’ inter-
ests, but readers must have looked forward eagerly to
receiving the next installment.

Forrest wrote The Young Postmaster as an evolving
typical Alger story, complete with the nasty squire and
overbearing son, the Hero and his siblings, the Hero’s
mother and so on. It was inserted firstin the January 1963
issue. In several prior issues Forrest offered the readers
of Newsboy an opportunity to name all the characters
except the mean old squire whose name he reserved for
his own (Campbell). He wanted to be sure none “of his
readers would take offense.”

Readers participated, offering names that Forrest ac-
cepted, they set the time (1900) and they named the town
in which the story took place (Algerton). The story was a
shared experience with his readers who would also own
the copyright that Forrest had applied for. He wrote the
story as time went along and each month he reported
any reactions he had received from readers. He then
hinted — cliff-hanging fashion — about the next events
that would unfold in the following month’s installment.
Iunderstand he published this story in book form but do
not have a copy. I do have one of Forrest’s books, titled
The Boy From The Bowery/Gran’ther Baldwin’s Clock); he had
it bound in book form with a 1980 copyright date. The
former is a play (1967) and latter is a short story (1979).

Forrest continued to prepare and distribute the early
issues of Newsboy at his own expense as he viewed it
as purely a hobby and a way to interact with other Alger
collectors. He doggedly refused to accept commercial
advertising and only reluctantly accepted a subscriber
fee beginning with the October 1962 Newsboy. Asked at
one point how he could afford the expense of this hobby,
he replied: “I quit smoking on February 8th.” At one
point he accepted an offer by subscriber Irene Gurman
from Michigan to help with some of the editing chores.
For four months as Associate Editor she produced an
interesting full page of text she titled, “From the Alger
Foxhole,” Then, due to time constraints, she had toresign;
Forrest carried the ball alone after that with the help of
reader-provided articles.

The name George L. Setman is of interest in the devel-
opment of Forrest and Ken’s growing club. Mr. Setman
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(Quakertown, Pa.) contacted Forrest (September, 1962
issue) and told him he had also formed, and was Secretary
of, a Horatio Alger club there in Pennsylvania that had
several members, but they did not have a newsletter.
Forrest welcomed Setman and his group and gladly ar-
ranged tosend Newsboy to them. Eventually the Setman
members were absorbed into Forrest’s club, I gather,
because they enjoyed Newsboy and the relationships
that had developed with Forrest and his membership.

I found a curious item in reviewing these first news-
letters that occurred in Numbers 3 and 4 (September &
October 1962). At some point Forrestapparently thought
it would be a good idea to start the columns on the first
page and then continue each to the second page, the third
etc. The column on the left of the page for several pages
is labeled Section 1, 2, 3 or 4 depending upon the page
and the columns on the right side are labeled Sections
A, B, C or D. Neither of the two columns wrapped on
the same page. As I read these early issues I found the
text was very hard to follow. I assume others did as well,
because the text was wrapped on the same page starting
with the November 1962 issue.

I'was surprised to learn from these initial newsletters
that Forrest established several continuing club projects
that he dutifully reported upon each month. The first
was arranged during his visit to Revere, Mass., in 1962.
He had visited the Revere library and found they had
few Alger books in their collection, so he made arrange-
ments with the head librarian for members of his club
to voluntarily donate Alger books to the library in the
name of The Horatio Alger Newsboy Club. Each month
hereported in thenewsletter whohad donated books and
how many had been sent to the library up to that point. I
gathered this project was a minimal success, at least this
first year, judging from the reports given.

A second project he started in the club’s name early
this first year was a savings account at a local Kalamazoo
bank he labeled The Ragged Dick Fund. His idea was
to ask club members to donate directly to the fund and,
after $50 had accumulated, it would be used to help a
deserving boy (and/or his family) judged to be an Alger
Hero type who was inneed of assistance. During the first
year the fund had not reached the $50 figure; however, it
continued to be maintained. AsIrecall, the first recipient
from the fund was the son of police officer J. D. Tippit,
who was killed in Dallas the day of the Kennedy assas-
sination in November 1963.

Athird continuing project wasa filmlibrary that Forrest
maintained containing film of interesting Alger sites, as
well as the recording of his visits with various members as
he and his wife traveled. I gather he spent most of his free
timevisitingand filming peoplein variousstates, getting to
know them and their Alger interests better. He continued

to share the results of these visits in Newsboy.

During this first year of Newsboy, I found members had
started to address questions about Alger’s life and works.
These questions may seem elementary to us today, but 50
years ago they were big issues within his readership. An-
swers came from readers of the newsletter, who through
independent research shared what they had learned or
knew. Often other members added to what was being
learned depending upon the subject.

A good example of this was when members questioned
how many Alger titles there were and how many actual,
differentstories Alger wrote. Someone discovered anarticle
Morton Enslin of New York had written in Antiquarian
Bookman (July 6-13, 1959) that listed Alger titles. Then,
in response to this question, Westgard started a project
wherebyhe developed anindex of the firstlines of all Alger
stories to determine which two (ormore) titleshad the same
first line. Also raised at the time were the 11 Stratemeyer
completionsand whether or not they should be considered
actual Alger titles. We should remember that this was well
before Gardner, Bennett, Westgard, Scharnhorst, Balesand
others whose research we rely upon so heavily today. It
was, however, after Gruber’s 1961 book (Horatio Alger,
Jr. A Biography and Bibliography of the Best Selling Author
of All Time) that apparently they had not discovered yet
(December 1963). What these early readers were saying
was that there was a lot about Alger collecting they just
didn’tknow and were eager todiscover. Toalesser degree,
I think that is still the case today.

Another question those early members wrestled with
was the apparent confusion about a valid birth year of
Alger. Was it 1834 as was used by some “authorities”
or was it 1832 as several members insisted? In the June
1963 issue, subscriber and future H.A.S. President Max
Goldberg of Massachusetts, who coined the term “Al-
gerphiles” as a label for new Alger fans, offered several
items of proof substantiating the 1832 year, including birth
documentation from the Chelsea vital records office. This
validated the 1832 dateand work then beganby members
to correct mistakes appearing insome leading biographi-
cal sources. It is interesting to me when looking ahead
several years in later Newsboys (to April 1966), that I
found areprinted letter from Andrew Fisher of the World
Almanacwho, inresponse to aletter from Ralph Gardner,
agreed their publication will change Alger’s birth date
from 1834 to January 13, 1832 in the future. Soon other
“authoritative” references made similar changes.

Some other discoveries found during this first year of
Newsboy included: a picture of Alger that was found in
asupplement of Argosy magazine, an obituary of Alger,
a suggestion of a way to trade or swap Alger books by
assigning a different number of units to each publisher

(Continued on Page 10)



Page 10

NEWSBOY

March-April 2015

The birth of Newsboy

(Continued from Page 9)

(firsteditions having the most units), five reference books
that describe New York City in Alger’s time, a list of
Stratemeyer completions, a review of Madeleine Stern’s
Imprints of History, containing a biography on A.K. Lor-
ing and a listing of two of Alger’s pen names (Hamilton
and Putnam). Many of these items were discussed in
subsequent Newsboys and certainly explored in future
books about Alger. It amazes me now to appreciate the
amount of information about Alger that has been devel-
oped these past 50 years in either bringing to light new
facts or clarifying misinformation. Some would say much
of this started when a group of very interested Alger
bibliophiles operating under the banner of the “Horatio
Alger Newsboy Club” began and continued to zero in
on setting the Horatio Alger, Jr. record straight.

So, from the first 12 issues of Newsboy we can begin
to understand some of the principles that have become
important in the development of our organization.
Principles such as building friendships based upon
common interests, Conducting research to uncover
some of the mysteries of the past and in readily sharing
suchresearch tobetter gain new insights about Horatio.
Alger and his works.

These efforts grew and were only tointensifyin thenext
few years. For example, in 1964, the “Club” welcomed
both Ralph Gardner’s book about Alger and his works
(Horatio Alger, Jr.; or, The American Hero Era), as well as
Gil Westgard’s book of Alger poetry, Alger Street. A year
later the “club” was incorporated as The Horatio Alger
Society and established a set of by-laws. These events
were all reported and within the time that Forrest Camp-
bell was issuing Newsboy in 8% x 14-inch sheets. Later,
other significant events such as the Mayes revelations,
the Scharnhorstand Bales scholarly documentations, the
NIU Repository and the Commemorative Stamp projects
occurred and were all well chronicled in Newsboy.

However, to me, the first 12 issues Forrest Campbell
created are fascinating in that they reflected not only on
a time of fresh discovery about the hobby, but it was
about setting a tone and a foundation for Alger collec-
tors to become good friends as well. One gets a sense
from reading these first 12 issues (soon to be posted
in full on our website) that members were gaining a
feeling of personal attachment and accomplishment as
they got to know more about each other, about Alger
and about Alger collecting.

One also gets the feeling that discovery of new things
was the mode and finding more Alger collectors to share
informationwas the passion. Itwas surely a time of growth,
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OUR NEW ENGLANDER - NOW HISTORY

Our 198 convention held at Rip Van Thirteen members represented the East,
Vinkle Motel in New Haven with Ed Levy as end ten members represented the hest.
our General Chairman, made some new re-  We were hopeful of & larger attendance
cords but did not exceed our previous from the east since this convention was
membership attendance record established  designed for their convenience.
at our 197 Des Moines Session.

One of the records that we did

Weather-wise, our convention was cool,  achieve was that the twelve new faces
man, cool; and a bit of rain fell, but it among us outnumbered the eleven old-
didn't dampen our spirits in the least. timers. In this respect our New
Englander was & great success, since we
hope to see most of these new faces
again next year.

A total of twenty-three members were
registered, however, we had & peculiar
pattern of daily attendance. Some mem—

bers who registered on Thursday, May 23, p regi

could not stay until Sunday, May eleven states: Connecticut 3; Illinois,

while some members did mot register until 3; Indiana, 1; Iowa, 1; Neine, 1;

Friday, May 24th. Messachusetts, 2; Michigan, 23 Minne-
sote, 1; New Jersey, 1; New York State,

The motto for this convention where the 5; and Wisconsin, 2. Four were from
Fast met the Test was "You'll meet some  New York City. Farthest distance
new friends in New Haven" —- and we did.  travelled, Iowa and Minnesota.

The first issue of Newsboy in today’s 8" x 11-inch
format was Volume 6, Number 10, in June 1968. On
Page 4, Forrest Campbell stated, “Due to increased
printing costs, but also to improve the quality of our
publication, we have adopted an entirely new for-
mat with this issue. We hope you will like it.”

exploration and the building of a camaraderie that still
exists in our Society today, some five-plus decades later.
We should be very thankful for that legacy.
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Jack Bechdolt and the Barrow Brothers Series

By William R. Gowen (PF-706)

e certainly did not suffer the accursed writer’s
Hblock. The words flew from Jack Bechdolt’s

typewriter like a thunderstorm roaring across
the Great Plains. He wrote books on just about every
subject, fiction and non-fiction. He is credited with at
least 5,000 short stories, most of them written during
a long career as one of Frank A. Munsey’s free-lance
writers for his various Argosy publications.

It’s interesting that of his large number of books,
several dozen, only five were packaged into a series
for boys — the Barrow Brothers Series — all published
by Cosmopolitan Book Corporation in a single year,
1931. Both the series and Cosmopolitan felt the wrath
of the Great Depression as the books did not sell well,
and Cosmopolitan was that year bought out by Farrar
& Rinehart. But the Barrow Brothers books are much
better than their relatively short sales life would seem
to indicate. They are adventure stories of the highest
order, withsuchlocales as the frozen Arctic, the blasting
heat of Baja California and the oppressing humidity of
the insect-infested Amazon River jungle.

But before delving into the adventures of Bob and
Paul Barrow, let’s offer some background on Jack Bech-
dolt and glimpse at the wide-ranging topics covered in
his books.

He was born John Ernest Bechdolt on July 13, 1884, in
Mankato, Minnesota, the youngest offspring of Adolph
Frederick and Jean Ritchie Bechdolt. By the time young
Jack had reached 16, the family had moved to Seattle,
where his father taught at the state university. (Inciden-
tally, Seattle is the “home base” for many of the Barrow
Brothers’ adventures).

Jack Bechdolt was not alone in being born with the
writer’s genes. His older brother Frederick R. Bechdolt
(1873-1950) authored numerous novels in the western
and adventure genres. Jack also had two older sisters,
Matilda, born in 1876, and Margaret (1878).

In addition to his dime novel and serial writing for
Frank Munsey, Jack Bechdolt worked for newspapers in
Seattle and Kansas City, bragging that his time with the
Seattle Post-Intelligencer in the 1906-16 period “was
B.H. (before Hearst).” He was married twice, first to
Mabel Claire (Glasier) of Aberdeen, Washington, herself

This article was presented as a paper on April 16, 2014, at the
44th annual joint conference of the Popular Culture Associa-
tion/American Culture Association in Chicago, and at the 2014
Horatio Alger Society convention in Annapolis, Maryland.

COSHOPOLITAN

COSMOPOLITAN y
COSMOPOLITAN

All five volumes of the Barrow Brothers Series were
published by Cosmopolitan Book Corp. in 1931.

a prominent writer on women’s issues, along with being
a successful sculptor and watercolorist. However, she
died at age 43 in New York City.

Bechdolt’s second wife, Decie Merwin, was also a
well-known artist and writer. In fact, during the final
two decades of Bechdolt’s life, they collaborated on nu-
merous books for young children (usually for publisher
E.P. Dutton), with Jack doing the writing and Decie the
illustrations. Prominentamong them were the “Dulcie”
series of short-story collections, such as Dulcie; or, Halfa
Yard of Linsey Woolsey (1943), Dulcie and the Monkey (1944)
and Dulcie and the Gypsies (1948). Each runs about 70 to
75 pages. Perhaps Jack’s and Decie’s most well-known
children’s book during this period was Trusty: The Story
of a Police Horse (1947). Another book by the husband-
wife collaborators is Bandmaster’s Holiday, published in
1938 by the Oxford University Press.

Still in print today is the book for which Bechdolt is
probably best known: the Little Golden Book Little Boy
with a Big Horn (Simon & Schuster, 1950). In it, the boy
hero, Ollie, is learning to play a bass tuba, but just about
everybody among his family and friends are annoyed
by the noise produced by his practicing this loud and
cumbersome instrument. To get away from his critics,

(Continued on Page 12)
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Jack Bechdolt, shown at his typewriter in his mid-
sixties, had a career spanning more than 40 years,
including newspapers, dime novels and fiction and
nonfiction books for young people and adults.

Barrow Brothers Series

(Continued from Page 11)

Ollie decides to go practice alone near the entrance to
the town’s harbor. Lo and behold, a heavy fog rolls in,
and his horn becomes a de facto foghorn, saving a ship
from being wrecked on the rocks. Ollie thus becomes
the town’s hero.

For those interested in bibliographic details, Western
Printing and Lithographing Company in Racine, Wiscon-
sin, in early years was Simon and Schuster’s partner in
producing the Little Golden Books. Western did the actual
printing and binding until 1958, when Simon and Schuster
sold its interest in the Little Golden Books to Western.

Right up there in popularity among Bechdolt’s stories
for a more adult readership was The Torch, published in
book form in 1948 by Prime Press of Philadelphia. This
was a reprint of a serial of the same title Bechdolt had
written for Bob Simpson, one of Frank Munsey’s chief
editors at The Argosy. Although Bechdolt wrote mostly
shortstoriesin the 1920s for the Argosy All-Story Weekly,
this was his first multi-chapter serial.

“I still think The Torch is a good yarn,” Bechdolt says
in the author’s profile on the dust jacket. “I am glad
to see it published before the pulp paper pages of old
Argosy dissolve into dust. Since The Torch was written,
men have found ways to kill each other a million times
more horrible and fantastic than the author dreamed
of. If any present day reader is reminder by this story of
civilization in ruins, of the more fantastical and danger-
ous world we are now living in, I wish it will make him
do a little serious thinking.”

The plot of The Torch describes the near-destruction of
the world’s society by a cosmic encounter with a comet,
“nuclear fission induced by a disrupted solar system had
laid waste like some great plague, crumblingits strongest
towers, destroying by fire and earthquake millions of
homes and millions of lives.”

Mankind is driven underground in order to survive,
and the ray of hope for civilization is cast by the still-
shining torch from the wrecked Statue of Liberty. The
story has plot points reminiscent of Pierre Bouille’s Planet
of the Apes.

While The Torch was a reissue of a story written de-
cades earlier, Bechdolt continued to write regularly until
shortly before his death from heart failure on December
28, 1954, in Pinebluff, North Carolina.

Among his later children’s books was On the Air:
A Story of Television (E.P. Dutton, 1950), in which
youngsters Paul Oakley and siblings Frank and Cassie
Sommers attempt a career on dance shows broadcast
in the then-new medium of television, with Paul and
Cassie eventually falling inlove. Thus, the young couple
(Paul, a struggling pianist, and Cassie, a department
store clerk) find an exciting career in the pioneer TV
industry, along with romance.

Ayear prior to On the Air, Bechdolt wrote aboys’ story
titled Greg Sheridan, Reporter (E.P. Dutton, 1949), which
hearkens back to the author’s days as a newspaperman.
In this story, young Greg moves from Minnesota to the
Long Island suburbs of New York City, where he takes
anewspaper job, finding mystery and romance go hand
in hand with reporting the news.

In the non-fiction field, Bechdolt is best known for
The Modern Handy Book for Boys, still available in print-
on-demand editions. First published by Greenberg in
1933, thebook’s seven main sections cover Outdoor Ad-
ventures, Outdoor Amusements, Indoor Amusements,

Little Boy With
a Big Horn,

a 1950 Little
Golden Book
still popular
today, is Bech-
dolt’s most
well-known
book, staying
in print for more
than 60 years.

4 LITTLE GOLDEN BOOK
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The attractive dust jackets for the Barrow Brothers Series were drawn in the art deco style of the 1930s.

The Movies, Show Business, Art and Craftsmanship
and Magic. These are broken down into 38 chapters
covering 421 pages, with hand-drawn illustrations of
various activities and projects.

Speaking of movies, Bechdolt was on the cutting-floor
edge with his How to Make Your Own Motion Picture Plays,
Including 12 Scenarios for Amateur Actors. Published by
Greenberg in 1926, the book covers techniques of film-
making during the final years of the silent era.

The Barrow Brothers Series

Now, on to the main subject of this article. Because
the Barrow Brothers Series books all came out in 1931,
there is some confusion as to the sequence of the stories,
complicated by the fact that the copyright registration
numbers are out of sequence, placing the second title,
Hidden Waters, with alower number then the first, Frozen
Treasure,despite the factthatthe orderis the opposite, both
from a plot standpoint and the fact that the promotional
blurb on the dust jacket for Hidden Waters begins as fol-
lows: “In this second of the Barrow Brothers Series ...”

The Race of the Rails is properly placed as the third of
the five books. The fourth and fifth titles, The Lost Vikings
and Jungle Diamonds, again clash with the copyright
registration numbers, with Jungle Diamonds at 31-31122
and The Lost Vikings at31-31128. Thisis probably due to the
timing of the sale of Cosmopolitan to Farrar & Rinehart.
Researcher Bart Nyberg suspects the final two volumes’
sheets and covers were produced by Cosmopolitan and
then turned over to Farrar & Rinehart for binding.

“I doubt we will ever really know for sure, unless
company correspondence turns up somewhere,” says
Nyberg. “The 1931 CBI has a note under Farrar & Rine-
hartstating they purchased the Cosmopolitan Company
during 1931, no specifics given.”

However, after reading the five books, the story arc
of the series flows more logically with The Lost Vikings

as the fourth title and Jungle Diamonds the fifth and con-
cluding title. Other readers may feel more comfortable
with The Lost Vikings as the finale. Take your choice; the
sequence works well either way.

Frozen Treasure

The opening book in the series introduces — quite
logically — the main characters, though in an unusual
fashion. For Bob Barrow in Chapter 1, “Outcasts of the
Arctic,” the story introduces him in flashback as he is
barely walking-age, and younger brother Paul Barrow
is still an infant. They are the children of Captain Amos
Barrow of the trading schooner “Borealis,” and his wife
Hilda, who are marooned after the their ship, along with
several others, become trapped in frozen Arcticice. The
children eventually make it back to civilization, though
their father does not.

Flashing ahead to contemporary times, and Bob and
Paul are now ages 18 and 15, respectively. The main plot
of Frozen Treasure involves Bob and Paul, along with
their surrogate father, Captain Sam Martin, along with
the boys” young Eskimo companion, the 15-year-old
Ooganik (his soon-to-be full westernized name, John
James Ooganik). This hardy bunch decides to trek back
to the ice-locked “Borealis” in an attempt to retrieve
and take to market the valuable cargo of hundreds of
bundles of furs still stashed in the ship’s hold.

The youngheroes mustbattle the elements, along with
the evil surviving “Borealis” first mate, Tom Hooker,
who is out to get the furs for himself. Of course, they
emerge triumphant, and the resulting financial rewards
are enough to ensure the Barrows’ formal education.

Hidden Waters

The second book of the series has the boys traveling
to Baja California, this time on an adventure to find a
cache of pearls. As usual, there’s a bad guy, this time by

(Continued on Page 14)
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(Continued from Page 13)

the name Gordon Cannon, who wants the treasure for
himself. When Captain Sam Martin (in the book’s open-
ing pages) sends a telegram from Ensenada, Mexico to
Seattle, requesting the Barrow Boys to travel as soon
as possible to join him, Cannon intersects the telegram
beforeitissent, re-writing it to tell theboys tostay home,
thus leaving Martin as his lone rival in the search.

The adventure heats up (literally) under the hot Mexi-
can sun, when the Barrow Boys, along with their Eskimo
pal Ooganik, still manage to get to Baja California when
it is feared the Captain is in trouble. They soon meet up
with a mysterious sixtyish Connecticut woman, Mrs.
Miles Cabot Butterfield, whose interest in the pearls
is of a highly personal nature. They soon learn from a
Mexican native of the dangers of desert travel. He tells
them of a place called Agua Escondida, where fresh water
flows inside a hidden niche in a canyon wall — thus the
book’s title.

Of course, the quest for the treasure is filled with cliff-
hanging adventure, but our heroes win out at the end,
and the pearls help Mrs. Butterfield, save her ancestral
family home in Connecticut from foreclosure.

The Race of the Rails

The third volume of the series involves the building of
side-by-side rival railroads through the Alaskan wilder-
nessin order tobe the first to lay claim to amountainlode
of copper ore in the northern reaches of the territory. The
trick is that both lines much pass through the Chugach
Pass, though there’s only room for one set of rails. So,
whichever line gets there first can lay claim to the pass
and thus the clear right-of-way to the copper fields.

The railroad company backed by the Barrows is the
Chatna and Northern, run by the Aiken brothers. The
rival line, led by engineer Jim Bass, is the Manuska and
Copper Mountain. And it’s apparent the latter will go
to any means to win the “Race of the Rails.”

In this story, Bechdolt makes an interesting twist.
We soon learn that Ooganik must return to his native
Arctic tribe because after living with the Barrows in
Seattle for a time, the warm climate brought on by the
Japan Current is adversely affecting his health. Then,
Captain Martin and Bob Barrow are off to New York for
an extended stay in an effort to secure financial backing
for the Chatna and Northern Railroad.

That leaves it up to younger brother Paul Barrow,
now described as “almost sixteen,” to be the book’s main
protagonist. We don’t hear from Bob and the Captain
again until the very end of the story.

A major plot element involves the steamship “Coro-

nado,” supposedly hired to carry construction equip-
ment and rolling stock for the Chatna and Northern.
Instead, the “Coronado” is a rusted-out “ghost ship”
with a strange captain and crew that has been hired by
the rival railroad to enter the narrow channel leading
to Chatna, the railroad’s Alaska entry port, and then be
sunk intentionally toblock the channel. The ship contains
no supplies, only ballast rock to make it sink quickly
once an explosive charge has been triggered.

Paul is refused a ride aboard the ship by the drunken
Captain Strong, but he stows away, is caught and put
off in a boat, but then returns and again becomes a
stowaway. The book’s chapters during which Paul foils
the plot and in fact runs the “Coronado” onto the rocks
in a place not blocking the important channel, contains
several of the finest action sequences in the entire Bar-
row Brothers Series.

Another cliff-hanger involves the Chatna and North-
ern’snearly finished trestle across a gorgejust outside the
Chugach Pass. Therival Manuska and Copper Mountain
Railroad has placed a dynamite charge, and Paul arrives
just in time to toss the explosive over the side.

Then, we learn that this so-called “great rivalry” is
not so great after all. Jim Bass, head of the Manuska and
Copper Mountain, hasabeautiful daughternamed Judy,
and it’s apparent upon first meeting that she and Paul
Barrow “have a thing” for each other. Her father recog-
nizes this and notices that the strapping blond-haired
Paul is a true All-American boy. So when his railroad’s
race for the Chugach Pass is foiled, Bass says:

“It was a good fight, even if I lost it,” he said, and smiled at
Paul. “Remember I prophesied that someday we’d forget and
be friends? I hope that day has come?”

“I hope so, too,” Paul agreed, earnestly. Judy was looking
at him with interest.

The Lost Vikings

Bechdolt really hit his stride in writing The Lost Vi-
kings.In many respects it is the most exciting adventure
encountered by the Barrow Brothers and their adoptive
father, Captain Martin, along with the boys’ close Es-
kimo friend, Ooganik, who rejoins them following his
hiatus during The Race of the Rails. That’s logical, since
The Lost Vikings marks a return to the Ooganik’s native
Arctic region for the first time since the opening story
in the series, Frozen Treasure.

In this story, the Silver Fox Trading Company, co-
owned by Captain Martin and the two Barrow brothers,
decidestoactivateitslong-idle schooner “Polar Lass” for
a trip to the Greenland Glacier to find a tribe of native
Eskimos. The quest was to find out the origin of what
appears to be an old steel-horned Norsemen’s helmet,
which had come into the possession of local Seattle
college professor of archaeology, William Ashley. The
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helmet, darkened by rust and soot-stained with age, had
the look of being truly vintage, not a reproduction,.

The trip seems to begin well enough, until Bob Bar-
row decides to scout the territory in advance by flying
the group’s Fairchild pontoon plane, which had been
carried aboard the ship. However, he soon encounters
a storm and crash-lands onto the ice.

The adventure intensifies, as Bob is presumed lost,
with the rest of the group organizing a search that
turns up nothing. They encounter a tribe of Eskimos of
apparent Chinese heritage, called the Uvugmiut, one
member of whichis a suspicious, Gollum-like character,
Koodlalook, the tribe’s official shaman, who sneeringlv
uses his supposed magic powers to visualize Bob Bar-
row as being deceased.

Meanwhile, Bob (who's notdead, of course), stumbles
upon a lost colony of Vikings of Stone-Age ancestry.
The have survived in the Arctic because they live in a
verdant hidden valley made temperate by hot springs
and geysers.

But these “lost Vikings” are a deeply religious people
living by the tenets of the Norse god Odin, and who do
notwant the outside world to know of their existence. As
a result, any stranger happening upon their colony was
forbidden to leave, at the cost of instant execution.

The Barrow brothers and Ooganik eventually reunite,
butaresooninterned by the Vikings, apparently doomed
to remain in captivity forever. But the story takes some
very strange turns, including Koodlalook’s assassina-
tion of the Viking leader, Erik Red Beard, with a spear.
That results in his teen-aged son, Einar, inheriting the
throne as the new jarl, guardian of his people’s stone-
age traditions. Einar soon avenges his father’s death
by slaying the shaman Koodlalook.

So, itappears the visitors are doomed, until Einar (who
had just announced their impending deaths) concocts
an amazing “magical” way for the captives to escape
the valley while keeping his integrity among his Norse
brethren intact. Usually in boys” adventures of this kind,
the conclusion is telegraphed pages, and even chapters,
in advance. However, Bechdolt keeps his readers on
edge all the way.

Jungle Diamonds

This time, Bechdolt sets his tale in the Amazonjungle,
near the border of Brazil and Colombia. Again, as in
The Race of the Rails, it becomes Paul Barrow’s story, as
Bob and old Captain Martin stay behind in Seattle, and
Ooganik remains with his Arctic family. Jim Bass, the
friendly railroad-building rival in that earlier book, has
headed to South America in search of a field of “wash
diamonds,” not unlike the surface-borne conflict dia-
monds that in recent decades have resulted in civil war
in the West African nation of Sierra Leone.

The location of the Amazon diamond field was
known by Scotsman John MacDonald, a prospector of
high repute, who was already in the jungle waiting to
be joined by Jim Bass and his daughter Judy, along with
Paul Barrow and his old friend Evergreen Banks from
the Hidden Waters adventure in Mexican Baja California,
who joins the expedition. The trip has extra meaning for
Paul, who as we learned befriended Judy Bass during
the previous railroading adventure.

As it turns out, Barrow and Banks miss connections
in Miami with the Basses” mail plane headed south to
Brazil, so they charter a Sikorsky flying boat and give
chase. Soon, they are in position to rescue the Basses after
the mail plane is
damaged inarain
squall and makes
a forced landing
in the ocean.

Following their
arrival in Brazil,
the adventure
kicks into high
gear by way of a
voyage by canoe
upriver, wherethe
Barrow-Banks ex-
pedition searches
for MacDonald.

But soon, they
learn of the prospector’s supposed death at the hands of
local natives. The teller of that tale is a mysterious man
named King Christrophe, who lives along the river with
his wife, Madam Christophe, in a decripit, abandoned
rubber plantation. Christophe is reminiscent of the re-
clusive up-river Colonel Kurtz in the Vietnam War film
“Apocalypse Now.”

Toreveal more at this point would spoil this incredible
tale, yet suffice to say, good triumphs over evil, and the
mostinteresting aspect of the story is that Bechdolt never
takes his readers to the actual diamond field. He feels the
quest is more important than the final payoff.

So, with the diamonds supposedly in hand, the story
skips ahead many days, when the Barrow-Banks group
rejoins Jim and Judy Bass in the Brazil waterfront town
of Manaos. Best of all, Paul Barrow is able to renew his
budding romance with Judy Bass, and again, Bechdolt
leaves their future to our imagination.

The Barrow Brothers Series is a worthy addition to
the boys’ book repertoire of the early 1930s. Jack Bech-
dolt’s craftsmanship asa wordsmithis evidentin nearly
every chapter of the five fast-moving adventures. Why
he chose to write only oneboys’ series, we’llnever know,
but we should be thankful for what he left us.
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2015 convention preview:

Sightseeing 1n Columbus

The Ohio State University campus.

The Columbus Museum of Art, which houses an acclaimed

display of late 19th and early 20th Century American and v THE STATE HOUSE
European art and sculpture. : * . built 1838-1861

A total of 15 commissioners, seven architects, and
numberless artisans built this Grecian Doric State House
of local limestone and brick from Indian mound clay
at ‘a cost of $1,359,121. Experts today marvel that
50 many ‘diverse personalities could have produced what
is nationally recognized as a “pure” and noble structure.

A cornerstone was laid July 4, 1839, in the
“northeast angle of the foundation ...,” although there
is no visual evidence  of its existence.

Actual construction progressed during 15 of
22 years required to complete the building. Pol!
differences, a cholera epidemic, and labor diffici
caused delays. The legislature occupied the unfin
building on January 5, 1857

This monumental structure, majestic in its simplicity,
is truly an historic symbol of democratic government
by free men.

THE OHIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1966

The historic Ohio Theatre, just south of the
State House in downtown Columbus.
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The business center and guests’ lounge at the
Photos by Bill Gowen Courtyard by Marriott-Columbus Airport Hotel.




